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INTRODUCTION. 

The  author,  who  has  been,  since  1882,  a  citizen 
of  Greensboro,  Xorth  Carolina,  has  frequently 
vir^ited  the  spot,  where,  on  Thursday,  the  15th  day 
of  March,  T7S1,  ihe  battle  of  Guilford  Court-House 
was  fVnight.  It  is  located  five  miles  north  of  the 
city,  on  tlie  Cape  Fear  and  Yadkin  X'alley  Rail- 
road. 

A  visit  to  the  battle-lield,  in  the  Autumn  of 
1SS6,  suggested  the  idea  of  the  formation  of  "•  The 
Guilford  Battle  GrouTJU  Company,"  which  was 
incorporated  hy  the  Legislature  of  Xorth  Carolina.. 
March  the  7th,  1SS7. 

The  author  v/as  elected  Presidenc  of  that  Coth- 
panv,  and  in  the  examination  of  the  diherent 
histories  of  the  battle  of  Guilford  Court-House,  by 
Lee,  Johnson  and  some  other  v.riters  or  less  reputa- 
tion, he  becam^e  convinced  that  great  injustice  had 
been  done  to  the  militia  of  Xorth  Carolina,  in  regard 
to  their  conduct  on  that  occasion.  Further  research 
conhrm.ed  this  opinioUi  and  led  to  the  conviction  that 
the  injustice  done  to  Xorth  Carolina  was  not  con- 
fined to  rhe  events  occurring  in  this  battle,  but  that 


(   12 


the  State  liacl  been  robbed  of"  tlic  honor  due  her  ior 
rcperiing  the  jlritish  iri\-asioii  in  ijSo-Si ;  tliai  tlie 
credit  of  lier  uol.Oe  deeds  had  been  ascribed  to  o'dicrs  ; 
that  t];e  citizensiiip  of  lier  heroes  had  been  claimed 
by  Other  States,  and  tluit  the  truth, in  rep^ard  to  tirese 
stirrine;  everits,  htad,  cither  inteiitionalh>-  or  bv  gross 
negligence,  been  greatly  and  \vr()ngfuHv  perverted 
to  the  injury  of  licr  gO(jd  name. 

The  au.tl;or,  therefore,  as  a  dntifnl  son  of  North 
Carolina,  determined  to  write  this  book  in  defence 
of  Ills  iiarive  vState,  and  in  vindication  of  the  hor.or 
and  patriotism  of  h.er  people.  H^s  wrrrk  is  now 
submitted  to  the  judgment  of  public  opinion. 

lu.  the  preparation  of  this  History,  the  antlior 
desires  to  ackriO\\-ledge  his  ot^ligation  for  assistan.ce 
to  the  Honorable  AVilliam  I,.  Saunders,  Secretary 
of  State  fjr  Xortii  ChiroUna;  to  David  Hutcheson, 
Esq.,  Assistant  Librarian  of  Congress,  and  J.  C. 
Birdsong,  l{sq..  State  Librariati  of  North  Carolina. 
He  is  particularly  indebted  to  Colonel  Saunders  f^r 
the  ver\'  valuable  correspondence  of  Ijrigadier 
General  jethro  Suriiner,  which  has  hitherto  been 
unpublished  and  inaccessible  to  the  public. 

GsHE.ssiiOKO,  N.  C,  September  20th,  18S9. 
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X(.)RTH  CAKOLJXA,  ijSo-'Si. 


CHAPTER  I. 

luva-io::  of  (k\^r:<"i:i,  Si)iiti:a!ia  North  Corfiliua,  lyS^z-'Sr- lis  Cruel 
c.v.iX  J>r-^ucrp.t.eC:i:i7cH.ttr— I  jr^ani/aion  of  Xorti;  Ci;n>lina  Rc;^"- 
v.Iar?,  ami  rJinate  ?>Ie'.i.  '^775-'76 — Tiieir  IMiveiiienls — lUjath  of 
Gen.  y;\rnes  Mo-jrc — Keatii  ot"  Giu-n.  PVaiicis  Xash  —  Re'_'r;.^'ani- 
/.atio:!  of  tilt-  Six  Rei^alat"  Rtgimeuts — The  Norih  Carolina 
Militia  in  South  Carfilina.  1779  — Mr.  I'liikney's  Cox-apliiTit-ntary 
Lt.ti.er  in  re.^ard  to   North  Caroliv.a  Troops. 

''^^1-1 K  student  of  histor\-  who  reo.ds  carefully  the 
^  incidents  coiiiiected  witli  tlic  iii\  asion  oi  the 
throe  Southern  States,  Georgia,  South  Caruliua  and 
Xortli  Carolinai,  in  i78c-\Si,  will  be  impressed  with 
tlie  desperation  of  this  last  atteivipt  of  the  Britisli 
Go\'ernnieiiL  to  subdue  the  American  colonies. 

Vo  respect  for  moralitv  or  human itv  was  allowed 
to  til  wart  the  purposes  of  conquest;  no  rioyhts  oi 
proper c\'  were  to  iise  rccognizeci  among"  rebels  ;  no 
appeals  for  merc\-  from  ihe  helpless  were  to  be 
heeded,  if  destruction  could  injure  the  American 
cause  ;  executions,  cruel  and  remorseless,  were  to 
be  inflicted  on  prisoners  who  dared  to  love  or  tight 
for  libertx' ;  the  savage  Indian  v.as  to  be  incited  b\" 
English  emissaries  to  lav  waste  the  frontiers  and 
murder  its  citizens ;  tlie  brutal  slave  was  offered 
freedom  and  licentious  indulgence  as  a  reward  for 
treacher}-  to  his  master  and  service  in  the  English 
camp ;  the  rules  of  civilized  wartare  were  to  be 
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disregaT-d<.d  ;  sokniii  plecliics  to  the  citizens  were 
broken,  Pcipjles  ot""  prisoners  ig'iiored,  and  everv 
oppressiofi  t'Kit  de\-ilis]i  :ii:.renuit\-  could  sug'L^est 
was  to  b^:-  exercised  :n  (.)rder  i';>  criisli  tlie  spirit  of 
tiie  patriots  and  suopress  tlie  so-called,  rebellion. 
Tlie  niaraiidmo;  bands  oi  the  invaders  eoniinitted 
^cts  of  vindicti\-cn-.  ss  that  \\-ould  lun-c  made  the 
Duke  of  Albn  bhisli  ^'ith  shanie. 

Lor:]  Cornwallis,  v.'ho  alTected  ''  amiability  ''  and 
was  bred  a  soldier,  shnt  his  eves  to  these  atrocities 
and,  h\-  proclamations  in  violation  of  his  faith,, 
breathefi  out  terror  and  tlireats  and  disinav  in 
advance  of  liis  coinirig";  tliere  \\-as  to  be  neither 
safety  f^r  life  no:'  propen:\-  nor  virtue,  unless  the 
ciiizen  \vas  an  aeti\"e  lox'alist,  or  became  an  apostate 
to  his  principles.  The  butcheries  of  Tarleton  were 
lauded  as  victories,  and  he  \vas  addressed  in  affec- 
tionate terms  b\-  liis  commander  and  cong'ratulated 
for  his  condiuct.  Cornwallis  iie\'er  assumed  to  do 
justice  until  retaliation  cciuinccd  him  that  such 
deeds  as  he  encoura'^'cd  could  n(,)t  be  practiced  with 
impun't\',  and  that  an  unrelenting' veno-eance  would 
dog  his  advance.  It  was  necessity  and  apprehen- 
sion, not  ju.stice  or  mercy,  that  compelled  him  to 
respect  human  beings  whom  the  tate  ot  war  placed 
in  his  power. 

This  bloody  and  cruel  in\-asioii  aroused  the  inditJf- 
nation  and  stirred  tlie  eloquent  spirit  ot  the  younger 
Pitt,  and,  in  excited  language  and  with  vehement 
manner,  he  cried  out  in  the  British  Commons  : 
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"The  robie  Lore!  hns  called  the  Aniericciu  wdr  a  luAv 
war;  1  afiii'in  th.at  it  is  a  nio-t  accursed  war;  wicked, 
barbaroiis,  cruel  aivd  u]in;itiiral;  conceived  in  injustice, 
it  was  ]"^roi!^irhii  forth  ar.d  nurturcil  iii  toll}-;  its  iout.-tcps 
are  niarkt-d  witli  siau_:^']iter  and  devastation.,  v/hile 
it  meditates  destruction  to  the  miserable  people  who 
are  tlie  devoted  .ct'dects  of  the  resen.tmer.ts  which  pro- 
duced it."' 

The  AiiiericLin arni\',  tiiider  i\fajor-( j-eiieral  Lincoln, 
which  held  been  bcsici^fcd  at  Ch.arleston,  surrendered 
to  vSir  Henr}'  Clinton  on  the  T2tli  day  (jf  April,  17S0. 
By  tlie  terms  of  tlie  capitttlation  the  Continental 
troops  and  sailors  became  pidsoners  of  war  itiitil 
t'xciian.ged  ;  the  militia  irom  the  cottiitr\'  were  to 
return  home  on  parole  and  to  be  secure  in  their 
propert}'  so  long-  ;is  their  parole  shottid  be  observed. 
Bttt  these  terms  were  set  at  tiaught.  The  Conti- 
nental troops  were  coniiried  in  the  filthy-,  crowded 
p^rison  ships,  or  forced  to  reside  in  the  ntust  nialari- 
otts  spots  on  the  coast,  S(.)  that  in  a  few  months  tliev 
vrere  redttcecl  bv  deatlis  on.e-third  of  their  njamber, 
an.d  many  of  tho>se  Vv'lio  sttr\dved  returned,  at  last, 
to  tlieir  homes  wdtli  their  p^i\'sical  constittitions 
broken  down  b\-  disease  and  their  health  fore\'er 
gone. 

17S0.  By  the  proclamation  of  Lord  Conuvallis, 
issued  in  June, tlie  prisoners  on  parole  were  reqttired 
to  take  active  part  in  secitring  the  roval  govern- 
ment. ''  Shottid  they  neglect  to  retttrn  to  their 
allegiance,"  so  the  proclamation  read,  "  they  were 
to  be  treated  as  rebels  to  the  o-overnment.'" 
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W'c  shall  stc  ii:  the  seqiu-1  with  what  >ani::;iii!i'!r\- 
results  this  proclauiation  was  eiiiorcecl  ;  but  llie 
blood  of  die  pairitits,  to  use  a  paraj^lirasc,  was  the 
seed  of  the  Ar.iericau  eaiise,  aiidthe  "  Ijuriit  liouses 
of  its  eitizens  made  patriots  of  iliein  all." 

The  military  sireiiglh  of  Xin'th  Carolina  was 
■  greatho  reduced  b\'  the  surrender  of  General  Lin- 
ccdn's  army  at  Charleston,  andbuL  fertile  uiiilinch- 
iiig  jxitriotism  and  devotion  to  independence  whicli 
pervaded  lier  people,  slie  tvio,  would  soon  have 
become  a  prostrate  St;ite.  It  will  be  with.  :i  feeling- 
of  pride  that  M"e  shall  endeavor  to  trace  the  history 
of  l;er  mihitarv  forces  during  tliis  e\-entful  period, 
Ironi  the  siege  ol  Charleston,  its  darkest  dav,  lo  the 
victorv  at  Eutaw  Springs,  where  her  troops  consti- 
tuted so  large  a  portion  of  the  annv  of  (_7eiierai 
Greene  and  won  fur  themselves  imperishable  larrels 
ot  victorv. 

The  Legislature  of  Xorth  Carolina,  which  met  at 
Hiilsboro  the  21st  da}-  o'i  August,  i77>,  in  tlie 
dav;ii  of  the  revolution,  passed  an  act  to  raise  two 
regiments  of  Continental  troops  which  liad  been 
asked  lor  bv  Congress. 

The  following  were  the  ofhcers  of  tlicse  regiments: 

First  RF.(.>fAiKXT. 

'Tames  IMoore,  Colonel. 

'^'Francis  Wash.  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

Thomas  Clark,  Major. 

William  Williams,  Adjutant. 

■*A!"ter-vvari.Is  Brigadier  GeiieraL 


CAI'TAIXS. 

\\'iliiai:i   Daves,  Geort>;e  Dauclson, 

William  Packett,  Alfred  ^loorc, 

'^TIcin'\'  Dickson,  John  Walker, 

Thomas  Allen,  William  Gr-ene. 

Robert  Rowan,  Caleb  Grainger. 

LIKl'TEXAXTS. 

John  Liilington,  William  Berryliill, 

Hcsekiali  Rice,  Lawrence  Thompson, 

Josliua  Bowman,  Abraliam  Tainm, 

Hector  ^IcXeil,  A\'illiam  I-Hll, 

A\'illiam  Brandon,  Thomas  Hogy. 

S F. c o X  D  Re c, n I k x t . 

vRobert  Howe,  Colonel. 

Alexander  Martin,  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

John  Patton,  Hajor. 

Dr.  Jolm  Wliite,  Captain  arid  Adjutarit. 

CAPTAIXS. 

James  Blounct,  •    Nathan  Keais, 

Tjohn  Armstrong,  •  Simon  Bright, 

Charles  Crawford,  IMich.ael  Payn.e, 

Hard}'  Murfree,  John  Walker. 
Henry  Prwin  Toole, 

"^Known  as  •' Hal  "  Dickson,  afterwanli^   Colonel.     General  Joseph 
Graham's  Sketches. 

r Afterwards  'Major-General. 

i.\fier%vards  Major  and  commanding  battalion  at  Eutaw  Springs. 
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John  Graing-cr,  .  .     Joseph  Tate, 

Robert  Smith,  William  Feui^cr, 

John   Herniate,'  '  John  Willhuiis., 

Clenieut  Hail,  •  James  G^e, 

Edward  Vail,  Jr.,  Bemamiu  Wiiliams. 

The  Legislature  met  again  the  .jlh  da\'  of  Apnh 
1776,  at  Halithx,  when  four  additional  regiments 
were  raised,  James  Moore  and  Robert  Howe  having 
been  made  Brigadier  Generals.  The  held  ofileers 
v;ere  as  .follows  : 

1st  Reirinient— Colonel,  Franeis  Xash  ;  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel,  Thps.  Clarke;   ^lajor,  Whn.  Davis. 

2C^  Ref^iment — Colonel,  Alex.  Aiartin  ;  Lieitten- 
ant  Colonel,  John  Patton  ;    Aiajor,  John  White.  ^ 

-;d  Regiment — Colonel,  Jethro  Sumner;  Lieu- 
tenant  Colonel,    William   Alston;    Mcijor,    Samuel 

Loekhart. 

4th  Regiment— Cohmel,  Thoma^^  Polk  ;  Lieuten- 
ant  Colonel   James    Thack^ton ;    :vLijor,    William 

Davidson.^^' 

:^th  Reo-iment— Colon.el,  Fdward  Buneombe ; 
Lieutenant   Colonel,    Plenry    Irwin;     Major,    Levi 

Dawson. 

6th  Regiment— Colonel,  Alexander  Lillington  ; 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  William  Taylor;  :^Iajor, 
Gideon  Lamb. 

These  regiments  were  known  as  Regulars.    They 

^Afterwards  Brl-a<Uer  General  and  kiilcrd  :ic  Cowan's  Tord. 


were  enlisted  under  an  act  (.'t  Congress  f(^r  tlie  war 
and  were  under  tlie  con.trol  oi  the  general  govern- 
ment. The  Legislature-  als>)  raised  six  battalions 
known  as   "  Minute  Men." 

I  attaeli  a  list  of  tj^e  offieers  of  these  troops  for 
refertnee,  as  niau}'  of  tlieni  rose  to  distinction  during 
the  re\olution. 

Offieers  -ji  the  bittalions,  ordered  to  be  raised, 
appointed  bv  the  House  : 

Kdextox  District. — Peter  Simon  and  Jtfnn 
Pugh  Vvillianrs,  Captains  ;  Andrew_r)uke  and  Thos. 
WhiiuKi  Pngh,  I  St  Lieutenants  ;  Xehemiali  Long 
and  Joseph  Clavton..  2d  LieutenariLS ;  Beniamin 
Bailv  and  LlisLa  Rhodes,  Hns'gns ;  Jerome  Mc- 
Laiue,  Tlionras  Grandbury  and  Kedar  Ballard, 
Captains;  Jacob  Pollock  and  John  Grandbnrv,  1st 
Lieutenants;  Vfliitmel  Blourit  and  Zeplumiah  Bur- 
gess, 2d  Lieutenants:  Whn.  Knott,  irnsigii  ;  Roger 
Moore,  Captain  ;  William  Cloodman_,  ist  Lieuten- 
ant; Ber/rjrh  Turner,  2d  Lieutenant;  Abel  Moss- 
lander,  Lnsign. 

Halifax  L)istrict. — AX'illiam  Brinkley  and 
Pinkrtihiiji  Iiattnif-'  Captairis ;  Isaac  Pre\'at  and 
Jas.  Bradley,  ist  Lieuteiuin.ts  :  Cliristoplier  Luckey 
and  Robert  Washington,  2d  Lieutenants:  Williaiu 
P^theridge  and  Josepli  ^ilun.tford,  P^nsign.s :  John 
Gra\'  and  Jacob  Turner,  Captains;  Joseph  Clincli 
and  P)aniel  Jones,  ist  Lieutenants  ;  Matthew  Wood 
and  Alsop  High,  2d  Lieutenants  ;  William  Linton 
and  Benjamin  iMorgan,  Ensigns. 

*After"var(Ls  3[ajor  land  kiilcl  ;'t  Augusta,  June,  17S1. 
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IIlLLS'nORu  District. — Pliilip  TayL;>r  riiid  Archi- 
bald Lvile,''' Captains  ;  Jchi!  Kcnou  ainl  'I^hor^as 
Donoho,  ist  LicLitenaiits ;  Deiiipsey  }s[oore  and 
\Viliiaiii  Tlioriipsoii.  2d  Liciiteiia^iits ;  Solonit.-i; 
Walker  and  Witliani  T.yttle,  Eii^iL^iis  ;  Jas.  Enimet, 
Capiain  ;    Wllliain  Cle-iiieiits,  ist  Lieutenant. 

W'n.MiXGi'ox  DiSTfiicT. — John  Ashe,  Jr.,  and 
loirn  fames.  Captains  ;  Chniric:s  hlollin^'swortli  and 
Danic-I  Williams,  ist  Lieutenants  :  Mark  McLainy 
and,  John  AlcCan,  2d  Lienterjants ;  David  Jones 
and" Edward  Ontla\vJEnsii<ns;  Gritlrth  John  ^McKee, 
Captain  ;   Francis  Child,  rst  Lieutenant. 

Xkv.t.hrx  DiSTR-iC'iC — Simon  Alder;-.on  and  Joh.n 
Knloe,  Captains  ;  William  Groves  and  Ceo.  .Sug-'s, 
1st  Lieutenants;  John  Cn>thi  and  Henry  Cannon, 
2d  Lieutenants;  James  McKenny  and  Shadrack 
A\'ooten,  Ensigns;  WhlJiam  Cassel  au.d  Rradiuo- 
Z/A^//;//,t  Captains  ;  Henry  '  Darndl  and  Benjamin 
Colennm,  ist  Lieutenants;  John  SitL;reavcs  and 
John  Allen,  ad  Lieutenants;  John  Bush  and  Thonn-s 
Blount.  Ensigns;  Benjamin  Stedinan,  Captain; 
Robert  Turner,  ist  Lieutenant;  John  Eborn,  2d 
Lieutenant;   Charles  Stewai-r,  Ensign. 

Salisrurv  I)istrict — Robert  Smith  and  Whl- 
liam  Temple  Cole,  Captains;  WhUiam  Brownfleld 
and  James  Carr,  ist  Lieutenants;  William  Cald- 
well and  David  Craig,  2d  LieutenaiUs  ;  Thomas 
i\beLure  and  Joseph  Patten,  Ensigns;  Tiiomas 
Haines  and  Jesse  Saunders,  Captains;  Thomas 
Pickett  and  WhUiami  Clover,  ist  Lieutenants  ;  John 

*After\var',ls  Colnnel  in  tlie  Coiu'mental  line. 
tComtiiariilcI  ir.Ctt.iliou  of  Ko-'utir-i  n.!;  liutaw  Spriii-'^. 
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^.ladaris  iir.d  F^le^.s-aiit  Ticndersoii,  2d  Lieuteiiriuts  ; 
joliu  ]\lorpi5  cirid  TlKJUias  Grant,  P'risigns  ;  Wil- 
liam Ward,  Captain  ;  Cliristopher  Gooding-.  2d  Lien- 
tenant  ;  Joliii  \\d;itlev,  ist  Lieutenant  ;  Rieliard 
Sing]etar\-,  Ensign.  ;  Willis  Pope,  2d  Lienteviant ; 
Jolin  Hopson.  Ensign  ;  George  Alitciiell  and  Anstin 
Connacil,  Captains  ;  A.nnos  Love  and  Tlionias  Wliite, 
ist  Lientenants  ;  Eenianiin  Pike  and  Thomas  Arm- 
strorig,  id  Lientenants  ;  Reuben.  Grarit  an.d  Denriv 
Poterfcild,  Ensigns  ;  James  r'arr,  ad  Lienten.an.t ; 
James  Coots.  Ensign;  Jo-,epli  Pliillips  an.d  Jolr.i 
Xelson,  Cai^tains  ;  James  Sliepperd  and  William 
Dent,  Jr.,  ist  Lienten.ants  ;  Micajah  Lewis  arid 
jairics  sStarrat,  ?d  Lientcnanrs  :  \\'iiP'am  Mereditli 
and  Alex.  Xelson,  Ensigns  ;  yV'/''/7  f^aplistc  Asiir'-- 
Captain,;  Geurge  Dongliertx',  ist  Lientenan.t :  An- 
drew Armstrong,  2d  Lientenant ;  Josluia  PLidley, 
Plnsig'i  ;  James  Cook,  Cay.itain.  ;  Adam  Hannpton., 
ist  Lientenant;  Jolm  Walker,  2d  Lientemin.t  ; 
Adam  i\,lcFadden,  Hn.sign. 

LIGHT    KORSE. 

is^  CoiupiUiv — [ohri  Dickerson,  Captain  ;  Samnel 
Ashe,  Jr.,  Lieutenant;   Abraham  Cliilders,  Comet. 

2d  Company — Martin  Phier,  Captain  ;  James 
Sumner,  Lieutenant  ;   \'alentine  Beard,  Corniet. 

J//  Compaiiv — ^James  Jones,  Captain  ;  Cr)simo 
Madacy,  Lieutenant ;  James  Armstrong,  Cornet. 

The  ilrst  two  regiments  of  Regulars  seem  to  have 

*Coniman(le'l  hattnlion  of  Regulars  at  F.utaw  .Springs. 
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been  Imrrkcl  off  to  Soutli  Carolina  to  repel  the  tivst 
attack  oil  Cliarlcstou  in  1770,  for  in  tlic  Liic  ot 
Iredell,  vol.  1,  p.  525,  we  read  that  th.e  '"two  bat- 
talions of  Continental  troops  fr:nn  Xoriii  Carolina, 
under  Cols.  James  Aloure  and  Alexander  Martin, 
are  snoken  of  as  n.nrn'oerinp,'  ntteen  hamdredi  men.. 
The  ;:rallantrv  of  the  ofncers  and  men  is  suffciently 
attested  bv  Gen.  Ciiarles  Lee.  m  a  letter  to  Kdmund 
Pendletoni,  to  whom  lie  writes  on  the  29tli  Jnnie, 
1776.  in  tlrese  words; 

"I  ktiow  not  which,  corps  1  ]ra\  e  tlie  greatest  reason 
to  be  pk-ased  with,  ^^luj^-hleribergh's  \'irgiMians  or  the 
North  Carolina  troop:^.  The}'  are  ix:>ih  equally  alert, 
zealous  and  spiritc-tl.'"'' 

Col.  James  ]\[oore  liad  been,  promoted,  while  at 
Charleston,  to  the  rank  of  Rrigadier  General,  on. 
account  of  his  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct,  but 
while  in  that  vicinity  he  contracted  some  malarial 
disease  which  s^)  pnjstratedi  liim  thiat  lie  retunied 
to  the  mansion  of  his  Ijrother,  Judge  Muniace  Mo<_)re, 
near  W'ilmingLon,  to  recruit  his  health,  hie  feund 
his  brotlier  also  declining  rapidly,  and  m  a  tew 
davs  botli  of  tliese  di.-^tingnished  men  veere  in  the 
pale  hands  of  death,  in  tlie  same  liou-e.  and  were 
buried  at  tlie  same  time. 

General  r\Ioore  had  given  brighter  promise  ot 
future  greatness  than  any  of  his  cotemporaries  m 
the  military  serAnce,  and  his  death  was  grievously 
and  universally  lamented. 

■Life  of  Irt-'lell,  vol.   i,    .Apjit-nilix. 


C;>1.  Francis  Xa:^h,  of  Hillbboro,  was  proiuoted 
to  the  vacaiic\-  caused  by  General  Moore's  death, 
and  sncceeded  inimediately  to  the  connnand  of  the 

brigade. 

It  further  appt:ars  that  in  July  and  August,  i77t>, 
the  whole  six  regiments  of  Xorth  Carolina  Regu- 
lars were  concentfLitcd  at  Whhnington,  Xorth  Car- 
olina, where  they  were  .drilled -Lwiee  a  day  and 
subjected  to  rigid  military  discipline  until  Xo^■em- 
ber^  when  they  received  orders  tu  march  Xorth. 
Thev  numbered  about  4,cco  men  at  that  time.  On 
reaciiing  Halifa:<.  Xorth  Carolina,  they  were  coun- 
termarched to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  meet 
the  Briiibh,  who  were  near  St.  Augustine,  and 
threatening   Georgia.      Here    ihey   remained    until 

March,  1777-''' 

On  the  I5tli  day  of  that  month,  these   six  regi- 
ments  were  ordei'ed  to  join  Geiiend  Washington, 
whose  losses  in   the  retreat  from  Xew  York  City, 
across   the   State  of   Xew  Jersey,  had   reduced  his 
armv    to    7, ceo   effective   men.      The   Xorth    Caro- 
linians  reached   his    camp,    at    Middlebrook,   Xew 
Jersey,  in  June.      Such  substantial   increase  of  the 
ariUA- enabled  Washington  to  assume  the  aggressive 
once   more,    and   on    the    nth    day    of   September, 
these  troops   participated  in   tlie   battle  ot    Brandy- 
wine  ;   October  the  4th,  they  were  engaged  at  Ger- 
mantown;  at  Monmouth  June   2Gth,  177S,  and  at 
Stony  Point  July  i6th,  1779.      They  were  also  with 

L'niversity  Magazine,  May,  1S55,  p.  15S. 
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their  coniiiiancler  in  the  winter  of  i  777~'7'^  Tit  \hiHev 
Forge. 

Brigadier-Gcnetal  Fniiici;;  Nash,  tlieir  gaihnit 
and  patriotic  leader,  was  killed  at  Cern)ant<'>-.vn_. 
Wdicele:^,  in  lii^  Reminiscences,  savs,  ''  his  thigli 
\va-  shattered  b\'  a  sp-onL  cann.or-ball,  and  the  same 
sliot  killed  his  aid,  Major  \\'illicrsp(;oti,  son  of 
xvev.  Dr.  W'itlierspoon,  Presid'ciit  nf  Princetfrii 
College.  He  was  bnried  at  Knlpsvillc,  ^.lont- 
goniery  connty,  Pennsylvania,  twentv-six  miles 
from  Phihidelphia.  John  F.  Watson,  Esq.,  a  pat- 
notic  'citizen,  has  placed  a  handsome  monument 
over  his  v'rave.'-' 

]  Imd.  lio\\e\'cr,  in  iMoore's  Idistorv,  voh  i,  p. 
243,  the  foUowing  account  of  his  death  : 

''I  am  assured  b}'  my  excellent  and  most  sensible 
frieiirl.  Dr.  Rlcluird  B.  Haywo(jd,  that  he  had  it  frt.im 
the  lips  of  Col.  William  P(;lk,  thai,  he  ( Polk)  was  aho 
ininred  in  tht-  same  battle,  and  was  with  General  Xasli 
wlieii  lie  dit«l  ;  the\'  were  both  shot  down  bv  a  \'c/i!e}' 
which  came  from  their  ictt  and  raked  tlieir  line  with 
terrible  effect.  This  (leadl>  r<nmd  v.ais  the  work  of  tlie 
Queen's  Ya,e;ers.  General  Xash  was  shot  throuyh  tlie 
face  in  such  a  manner  that  lie  lost  1x^1'.  his  eyes,  wliile 
Colonel  Polk  was  wounded,  iu  the  tonm'.e  an.d  was  unable 
to  speak.  He  used  to  rejieat  a  remark  of  (general  Xa-.h, 
that  both  were  thus  unhtted  for  future  service  and  wonM 
be  useful  to  each  other  in  tlie  trip  home,      (general  Xasli 


NoTK. — This  account  of  Whteler  is  very  nearly  tliu  same  as  that  of 
Hugh  McDonald  in  University  Ma,t^azine,  vol.  5,  20S.  ^[cDo^a^i 
was  an  illiterate  man,  a  private  soldier. 

'Wheeler's  Renii:ii>cences,  p.  35 J. 
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dicu  a  few  days  after  the  battle,  but  J\")lk  recovered  t'> 
enjoy  future  iriilicar\-  laurels  and  the  multiplied  honors 
of  a  long  and  useful  life."' 

Go\-eriior  Graham,  iri  bis  lecture  on  General 
Greene,  sa\-s  :  "  Th  ruiiL,^]i  tlie  rtuiaiuclcr  of  this  \"ear 
1 1777  )  other  troe^ps  followed  from  the  State  and  tlte 
nine  reQ-imeiils  called  for  bv  Con'^Tess  annear  to 
have  all  gone  forward  to  this  department  of  the 
arniv''  under  \\  ashington. 

McDonald  speaks  of  Hogun's  and  Ingram's  regi- 
ments, whicli  he  calls  the  Sth  and  cjtli,  reaching 
camp,  and  says  Colonel  Armstrong  joined  them  a 
fc\-,"  da\"s  before  the  Ixattle  of  Germantown.  fonglit  in 
June,  1777.  The  roster/-'  however,  puts  Hogttn  as 
Colonel  of  the  Jtli  and  Armstrong  of  the  <Sth. 
higram  was  onl\-  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  tlie  Sth. 

The  roster  pu.ts  John  P.  Williams  as  Colonel  of 
the  Qth,  with  William  Polk  as  Txlajor. 

As  the  sources  ot  infonuLation  in  regard  to  the 
history  of  ou.r  regular  troops,  wliile  ttnder  \\'ash- 
ington,  are  so  extremely  meagre,  1  draw  from  tlie 
McDonald  record,  as  stiggestive  merelv,  for  I  do 
not  give  credence  to  all  the  stories  he  relates,  andt 
especially  do  I  discredit  tlie  very  base  statement 
made  by  him  in  regard  to  Colonel  Alexander  }dar- 
tin.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  General  Vv'heeler,  in 
his  Reminiscences,  should  qtiote  it  without  naming 
the  atithor.  The  gentleman  who  furnishes  the 
McDonald  journal  to  the  University  Magazine  has 

*See  Appendix  A. 
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taheii  tlie  prccautioii  to  state  tli:it  ^'icDoiiald  w;:--. 
ignoniiit  PliIcI  iiiieducated  and  ''  had  to  eir:pl<_)y 
aiiotlier  Irarid  some  years  afterwa.rds  to  write  down 
wiiat  lie  related/'  It  seems  lo  liaxe  been  an  effort 
to  relate  Ironi  memory  the  e\-e;us  of  tlie  war,  with- 
out liavni^t^-  a.ny  writtei]  data  before  him,  and  wh. ile 
it  nni\-  be  eorrect  in  the  main,  its  details  are  iTa.rdlv 
to  be  relied  upon/-' 

It  is  irom  this  joun.ial  we  learn  of  the  reorgani- 
zation of  the  Xorth  Carolina  Regailars,  and  his 
aeeount  seems  to  be  ctonfirmed  b\'  subseauent  and 
cotei!ip:)raneons  events  transpiring-  in  regard  to 
those  reg'inients.      He  in. forms  us  th.at— 

'•On  tlie  I  St  of  r'Ja}-.  1778,  our  brigade-  from  Xorth 
Carolnri  was  iiis'pected  and  the  se\'eii  regiments  which 
ha.i  been  two  \cars  in  ser\-ice  were  discovered  to  be  too 
small  f  >r  their  officers.  The  /tli  Regiment,  connnanded 
b\-  Colonel  Armstrorig,  ha\"ing  joined  us  a  few  na\-5  before 

''Th':  -tatementof  ^.IcDor.alJ,  pu])li^^.e'i  in  the  I'niversitv  Ma'^azine, 
Octo!)i_r,  is.si'/,  was,  thai  Cvihoucl  Aiex.ui  Itr  Arirliu  was  casliiere.l  for 
cowariUce  at  tht:  baitU.  of  ( ■Teruiantown,  ami  seut  home  to  HiII-->)oro 
with  a  wo<ii]en  sword. 

This  is  not  true.  In  a  letter  from  Tlios.  Rurke  to  eorneliu>  Planiett, 
dateil  ahihT.aeJphia,  November  2:jth,  r/77,  hesavs: 

■'Colonel  iVIartiu  has  i.'eeii  trie'l  hv  a  court-martia!  or  court  of 
inquiry,  T  dona,  know  which,  on  his  behavior  at  trermantow:'.,  andi 
aci//n\'u\f." 

On  the  Sth  Xovetnber,  he  writes  a<.;;ain  : 

"Colonel  Martin  has  been  tried  and  actjitittcd  and  ha.-,  since 
resigned."     >,  See  I'uiversity  Magazine,  Februarv,  i86[.) 

The  nianv  houoralile  positions,  including  that  of  CTOvernor  and 
Senator,  subsequently  conferred  l)y  the  State  on  Colonel  Alexander 
Martin,  shows  the  contidence  and  esteem  in  which  he  continued  to 
be  held  bv  his  fellow-citizens  in  North  Carolina. 
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ihe  bcittje  of  Cr'-ji'r.iaiiLOW':!,  in  wiiicli  it  lost  some  of  i',.-, 
luen,  nil  e>;cept  the  two  last  that  joined  lis"'  were  rcluoci 
totlirce  rei^'inicnts  and  the  suridns  ofiicers  were  discli;',rged 
and  Stmt  home  to  Xtirth  CarcMina.'' 

The  6t]i  regiiiieiit  ifoiTiierh;  Ijlliiio'toii's)  wa^  pitt 

into  the  ist  i.kiriiicrly  Moore's),  under  the  comniaud 

UL  Colonel  Thf)nia,s  Clark,  of  Xew  Hariover  Coinuv. 

"  .         *  • 

Tile  4th  ',fo>r].iierl\-  Thomas  Polk's)  was  ptit  irito 

the  2d   (fornrerh"  Robert  Idowe's),  ttr.der   the  coni- 

iiiaiid  of  Colonel  jvhii  Pat  ten. 

The  5tli  reg;inient  (fornierPv'  Pxlward  Btmcombe's, 
who  was  killed  at  Gerniaiit')wn  I  was  put  into  the 
3d  ( formerP'/  Jethro  Siiinrier's ) ,  ttn.der  Colonel  Jethro 
Sttniner. 

The  oldest  captain  of  eacli  regdm.en.t  tliat  was 
broken  up,  was  retained,  in  the  regiments  to  which 
tltev  were  attached,  with  tile  privilege  01  selecting 
the  men  wiio  siiould  comp'jse  their  companies  trom 
the  rcQ"imcnt  to  which  the\'  first  belonged."!" 

Colonel  Jamaes  Hogun  was  promoted  to  be  tlie 
Brigadier  General  of  this  brigade. 

Governor  Grahatii  states  that  — 

"111  a  letter  from  G()\"ernor  Burke,  then  a  delegate  in 
Congress,  to  Governor  Caswell,  in  Januar\-,  1779,  he 
( r>urke)  justifies  his  supp(_)rt  of  Hogun  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Brigadier  General  over  Colonel  Thomas  Clark, 
whom  the  Legislature  recommended,  upon  the  ground  o't 

*He  seems  to  allude  to  Plogun's  and  Ingram's  re^inients  that  he 
speaks  of  as  the  8th  and  9th. 

tl'niversity  Magazine,  vol.  5,  p.  362. 
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priories'  of  cominissioii  ;ind  also  that  Colonel  lioenn  had, 
at  Gennautown,  behax't-d  with  distinp:uished  iiitrepidit}' 
and  that  Colonel  Clark  ha;l  been  restrained  by  superior 
coinuiand  which  denied  hina  the  op|>ortun!t}'  to  obtain 
tlie  like  distinction."' 

Ill  tiie  atittinin  ot"  1779,  the  inovenieiits  oi  Sir 
IIcnr\'  Ckntoii,  \\  ho  liad  succeeded  Sir  "William 
Howe  ill  the  coininaiid  of  the  British  Army,  iridi- 
cated  his  intention  to  transfer  tlie  seat  of  war  to  tlie 
Soutli,  arid  vOeneral  \\'ashin,'t;jn  determined  to 
detach  tlie  Southern  troops  ttnder  liis  ccmmiand  to 
that  section  of  tlie  country  tor  its  defence. 

The  Xorth  Carolina  P.egmlars  were  then  under 
the  command  of  L'.rigadier  General  James  Hogun. 
who  had  been  promoted  January  9,  i779.""'  In 
Xovember.  1770.  these  troops  began  their  tedious 
march  for  Charleston.  South  Carolina,  encountering^ 
ofreat  severity  in  the  weather  on  their  way.  When 
thc\  passed  through  Philadelphia,  as  \\'e  learn  irom 
Governor  Graliam's  lecture,  the\-  ntimbered  abutit 
7CC'  men.  Recruits  had  been  gathered  at  Halifax. 
North  Carolina,  to  reinlorce  them,  but  tliev  were 
never  sent  torward. 

General  Hogun  reached  Charleston  the  i3tli  da\- 
of  Warch,  17S0. 

Leaving  the  Xorth  Carolina  Regtilars  at  Charles- 
ton, it  will  be  neeessarv  to  see  what  the  other  forces 
from  th.is  State  had  been  doing  for  the  protection 
and  safetv  of  vSotith  Carolina. 

••■-r'niversitv  Ma.^a'.ine.  Marcli,   1S7S,  p.  9.  by  Gov.  Graham. 


Major  General  Lincoln  succeeded  ?^Iajor  Gciienil 
Howe,  of  Xortli  Carolina,  in  the  command  of  the 
S^ntiicni  forces  in  Decer.iber,  177'"^.  General 
Howe  had  ijicurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Georgia  and  Soiitli  Carolina,  wdiom  he 
ha.d  reproached  for  failir.g  to  g'i'ce  him  a  proper 
support,- and  Mr.' Christopher  Gadsden,  of  South 
Carolina,  had  been  impulsive  enough  to  u^e  oppro- 
brious lautgiuige  abotit  Gen.eral  Howe.  This  pro- 
voked a  challenge,  and  on.  the  13th  day  of  August, 
T-78,  uear  Charleston.,  a  duel  was  fought,  in 
which  General  Howe's  bullet  grazed  Mr.  Gadsden's 
ear.  Kxplanations  and  a  recoriciliation  followed. 
^.'r.  Gadsden  hred  his  pistol   m  tlie  air. 

Karh'  in  1779  the  British  General  Prevost 
marclied  to  vSavanhah,  and  Colonel  Campbell  took 
p.ossessiou  of  Augtista. 

.An  earnest  appeal  was  made  to  Governor  Caswell, 
<ji  X<3rth  Caroliria,for  assistance,  and  he  was  offered  a 
major  general's  commission,  in  the  Continerital  line 
and  a  position  as  secor.d  in.  command  to  General 
Lmcolm  Governor  Lowndes,  of  Soutli  Carolina, 
Nvcor.ded  tins  appeal  in  fruquen.t  letters,  brit  Governor 
C:i-.wcll, alter  deliberation,  thouglit  proper  to  decline 
tile  b;(.)nor.  He,  however,  called  out  three  thousand 
iriiiitKi  and  coutferred  the  command  on  iXLijor  Gen- 
eral J(»hn  .\she,  of  Xew  Hano\-er.  The  troops  were 
trom  Wilmington,  Xewbern,  Edenton  and  Halifax 
districts.  The  State  had  no  arms,  and  sent  the  militia 
(<  'fward  to  South  Carolina  on  the  promise  of  that  State 
to  c(paip  them;  but  so  scarce  were  arms  th.at  only  tlie 
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iiiosi  interior  pattern'^  .:ould  be  funii-,]iecl.  Tlie 
darig;er  was  iniriiiiient,  and  the  militia  were  hurried 
ferward  without  discipline  or  trainincr,  ai^'ainst  the 
remonstrances  of  (General  Ashe,  and  a  large  liodv 
of  them  were  su^-pris-d  and  detected  at  Briar  Cre^.k, 
in  Georgia,  Mnreh  3d,  1779,  and,  as  ihtdr  "tour" 
of  tliree  nioritlis  was  nearU'  at  an  end,  most  of  tlieni 
reiiimeci  lioriie. 

General  Aslie  demar.dt-d  an  investigation.,  and, 
thongh  the  couit-martial  ''aeqnirted  him  of  an\- 
iniputation  on  his  personal  hon.or  or  conrage,  he 
received  ceiisnre  for  want  of  snfdcient  \  igilance." 
wliich  saddened  the  e\-enin.g  of  this  good  man's  life. 
His  patriotic  and  brave  s])irit.  which  had  in  all 
times  of  trial  and  danger  defied  the  eneinies  of  his 
conntry,  could  not  endu;"e  the  unTiiei-ited  censure  of 
his  tricnds  ;  the  wouuid  rankled  iri  his  heart,  and  he 
retired  from  military  ser-cice  to  seek  tlie  solace  of 
Ills  hicme.  He  was,  howe\-er,  compelled  to  live  in 
seclusion,  as  the  British  Avere  th.en  in  possession  of 
Wilmington,  s^hortly  after  his  returri  liis  place  of 
retreat  was  divulged  bv  his  bodv  servant,  a  negro, 
and  a  force  of  the  enemy  were  detailed  for  liis  cap- 
ture, hi' tlie  attempt  to  escape  General  Ashe  was 
wounded  in  tlie  leg  and  taken  prisoner.  He  was  tlien 
thrust  into  prison  where  he  contracted  small-pox 
and  on  this  account  was  paroled.  But  in  October, 
1 78 1,  he  sank  under  his  accumulated  sufferings,  and 
died  at  the  house  of  a  friend  in  Sampson  Countw 
No   braver,  better   or  purer   man   ever   ser\-ed    his 
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State,  aiin  liis  .s:ul  tate  only   eiKlearcd  his   iiieirior\- 
the  more  to  lliose  who  knew  rdicl  hn'ed  liini. 
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1779.  '•  A  second  cnr.tni;^eii:  of  militia,  under  CTeiicTcil 
Rutlieribrd,  of  ilie  "Salisbury  District,  aad  General  John 
Batler,  of  the  (ruilihrd  Di^-trict,  acooiupauicd  1)}'  Liie 
recent  lL-\'i(.?  o'l  Xorih  Carolina  troops  of  h}'tle's  and 
Arnistroi;;.^ .^  reci-inj.ent.s,  en.tcred  South  Carolina  in  tlie 
eiirh  sprin;^,  and  [jarticipatcd  in  the  bacde  of  Stono  in 
June,  and  tlie  niiliiia  returned  after  th.cir  tour,  of,  five 
months  expired."* 

On  tlie  2.|.tli  dav  of  Februar}-,  1779,  Charles 
Pii!ckuc\-  writes  to  his  aunt,  Airs.  Pinckney  : 

"As  to  furt]ier_  aid  froiui  Xortli  Carolina,  tliey  liave 
a::^reed  to  seuid  us  2,000  more  troops  immediately.  W'e 
UiOw  have  n,pwards  of  3,o-:)0  of  their  men  witli  us,  an.d  I 
esteeiri  this  last  augUiieritatiori  as  the  highest  possible 
r.iark  of  tlieir  affection  f^>r  us  arid  as  the  uKjst  con.vincing 
proof  of  tlijir  Zeal  for  the  glorious  cause  in  which  they 
are  engaged.  They  ha\'e  been  so  williiig  and  ready  on 
all  occasions  to  afford  us  all  tlie  assistance  in  their  pov/er 
tliat  I  sliall  ever  lo\'e  a  Xorth  Carolinian,  arid  join  v.'ith 
Gen.eral  Alijultrie  in  confessing  that  they  have  been  the 
salvation  of  tliis  country."! 

As  late  as  the  6th  of  April,  17S0,  Colonel  Har- 
rington, of  Xorth  Carolina,  with  Colonel  Wood- 
ford's \hrg'inia  troops,  entered  the  city  of  Charleston. 

*Documentarv  History  of  the  American  Revolution,  p.  106. 
tGovenior  Graham's  Lecture,  University  ^vEacr  i>'ine,  April,  1S7S. 
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It  i>  aliiiost  iiiipossible.  among  tlie  sliiftiug"  sceres 
of  that  cla\\  wlieii  the  iiiilitia  were  goiii,cr  and 
coniing  every  few  iiioiiths,  to  hjcate  the  coiniiiaiKlers 
and  their  troops,  and  trace  their  services  in  tlie 
camp  ;  vre  can  onh'  catch  glimpses  of  thiCse  galhint 
men  iiovv-  and  tli^ii  th. rough  tl;.e  s}1ad^)^■v•^'  lights  of 
hi5tor\',  and  leave  conjecture  to  hll  the  spaces  in 
their  canrer. 


CHAPTER  II- 

Co-'aniou  of  the  states  of  Georgia,  Soutli  an.l  North  Carolina  in 
,_-,,_.<„3.._^i^,.e  of  Cli:irle.toii-^AU  the  North  Carohtia  Regu- 
l^rs'or  the  ContmciUal  Lir^e  capture  h-ratrioti-in  and  Puhho 
Spn-ifati^hated--Mas>acre  of  Bufonl'sCoininaiKl  by  Tarleton- 
TiatMp  of  llain^ouf.  :.Im1,  the  2-.th  June.  !7>o-Coh  Uhlhan^  k. 
Davit. -Affair  at  Ha.i.u:g  Rock-Campai-u  of  5u•I>o^v-ell  aiM 
Shelbv  \ii-ust,  T7So-Tbe  Deck  hard  Rille-Gen^rahs  Ruther- 
ford Gre-or^-  and  Butler  -Ihttlle  near  Camden-Gates'  Defeat- 
•  Splendid  Courage  of  Coload  Dixon'^  North  Caruliniaus  m  the 
Battle— Flight  of  Gates  to  Charlotte. 

^T^  HE  lamentable  condition  of  the  States  of  Georgia 
-^  and  Sontl:  Carolina  in   the   winter   of  ijjQ-'So 
is  tints  graphically  described  by  Bancroft : 

''  Before  tne  end  of  three  tnonihs  after  tlte  capture  of 
Savannah,  al'  tlie  property,  real  and  personal,  ot  the 
rebels  in  Georgia  was  disposed  of  For  further  gains, 
Indians  were  encouraged  to  bring  in  slaves  wherever 
thev  could  fnd  them.  Al!  hiunlies  in  South  Carolina 
were  sul)jected  to  the  visits  of  successive  sets  of  banditti, 
who  received  connnis^ions,  as  voiunte-er>,  with  no  pav 
or  emolument  but  that  derived  from  rapine,  and  who, 
roaming  about  at  pleasure,  robbed  the  plantations  alike 
of  patriots  and  loyalists. 

^«  The  propertv  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  inliabitants  of 
South  Carolina  was  confiscated,  families  were  divided, 
patriots  outlawed  and  savagely  assassinated,  houses 
burned,  and  women  and  children  driven  shelterless  into 
the  forest;  districts  so  desolated  that  they  seemed  the 
abode  oulv  of  orphans  and  widows.'' 
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}i[?jor  Genc'ntl  LinccJn,  with  less  than  two  tliuu- 
saiicl  effect^^.-e  men.  occirpied  the  eir\-  of  Cliarlestoii, 
and  determined  to  defend  it  to  tlie  last.  Ke  took 
no  eoiinsel  from  his  oiticers.  and  learned  no  wisdom 
from  past  expericnee.  ^fhe  onlv  arrnv  of  the  Cori- 
tinental  (do/verrnnent  in  tlie  Sontii  ^Aais  to  be  anni- 
hilated at  one  fell  bhjw,  wiicn  it  shonld  liavt.- 
retreated,  and,  In  niancn\'ering  in  front  ^.>f  the  supe- 
rior enemv,  ;it  least  have  riiain.tained  a  sliow  of 
rcsistanee  arid  aftordcd  a  nnelens  around  which  the 
nnnieroi'.s  partisan  bands  of  Wdiigs  might  have 
rallied',  nnd,  vheii  opportnnitv  offered,  strike  a  blow 
for  freedom. 

y^iir  Henr\-  Clinton,  wdio  was  then  in  command  of 
the  ro\'al  armv,  resolved  to  renew  the  attack  on 
Charleston,  and,  to  prevent  a  renctitioiT  of  uhe  dis- 
aster of  1776,  he  deterriiined  to  command  the  expe- 
dition in  person..  C)n  tlie  26th  day  of  Decendjer, 
1779,  he  sailed  with  a  nnmerous  deet  frorii  Xew 
York,  on  wliich  ^^•as  end)arked  eight  tlnnisancl  hve 
hnndred  sokbtrs.  Thv\-  eriConn.tered  sex'ere  storrr.s 
on  tlie  wav.  nearlv  all  tlie  lie-rses  perislied,  vessels 
laden  with  ordnance  went  dov.m,  otliers  were  sepa- 
rated entijvlv  from  the  fl^et,  and  many  of  tlie  trans- 
ports were  captnred  by  American  pri\-ateers.  It 
was  nearlv  the  end  of  Jannary,  17.^0,  before  most 
of  the  ships  reached  Tvbee,  the  place  of  rendezvous 
in  Georgia.  The  expedition  was  so  crippled  tliat 
Clinton  imniediatel\-  ordered  Lord  Rawdon's  bri- 
gade of  three  thonsand  men,  then  in  New  York,  to 
join  him. 
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Cluiriesloii  was  ni  tliat  time  a  city  of  fifteen  thou- 
s.'iiid  inhabitants  all  told,  but  was  wealthy,  aii'l 
among-  its  leaders  were  represer.tatives  of  large 
British  interests.  Tlic  eountrv  around  the  city  was 
flat  and  tliree^ sides  of  the  eit\'  lay  upon  the  water. 
An  fUiiany  wlio  commanded  the  sea  could  easily 
inyest.it  b\' tlirowiny"  no  its  works  across  the  narrow 
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entrarice  of  land  wliicli  lay  bet\\-een  the  Asliley  arid 
Cooper  ri\-ers.  Tliere'\\-ere  no  forts  nor  ramparts 
for  its  defence,  and  General  Lincuin  could  rely  only 
on  the  temporary  held  works  wdiich  he  was  able  to 
construct. 

This  was  the  situation,  when  ori  the  26th  da\'  of 
February,  17S0,  tlie  British  forces  first  came  in 
sight  of  tlie  city.  (3n  the  2  7tli,  the  officers  ol  tlie 
Continental  scpa'adron  reported  to  Gcuieral  Lincoln 
that  the}-  were  unable  to  preyent  the  entrance  ot 
the  British  tleet.  "  It  wais  theri  that  the  attempt  to 
defend  the  city  should  haye  been  abandoned,"  said 
A\'ashing'ton.  Clinton  .moyed  with  caution  to  the 
attack,  lea\dng  riuthiug  to  cliance,  arid  it  was  not 
until  the  oth  day  of  .-Vpril  that  "  Arbuthnot,  taking 
adyantage  of  a  gen.tle  east  win.d,  brought  his  ships 
into  tlie  liarbor  without  stiffering  from  Fort  Moultrie 
or  returning  the  fire.""'' 

On  the  iGth,  tlie  city  was  stimmoned  to  surrender, 
but  Lincoln  replied,  ''  From  dut\'  and  inclination, 
I  shall  support  the  town  to  the  last  extremity."' 

There  was  yet  time  for  the  American  arm\-  to 
escape,  but  Lincoln  procrastinated  from  da,y  to  day 

■'Banrrot't,  vol.  5,  p.  377. 
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iiiitil  tiie  British  had  completed  the  ijivest:iieiit  of 
the  cit\-,  and  iiotliing'  was  kft  but  to  hght  "  t(j  the 
last  extreniit\-  ''  or  to  surrender  on  liuniiliatiu!^ 
tenns  to  the  eiieniy. 

"■On  the  13th  of  Aprif  Lincohi  for  the  first  time 
called  a  council  of  war  arid  su.i^'.Q'ested  an  evacuation. 
Tlie  officers  replied,  'We  should  unl  lose  au  liuur  in 
getting  the  Coutirieutal  troops  over  Cooper  river,  ior  on 
their  safetv  depends  the  salvation  of  tlie  State."  ' 

Lincoln,  however,  disuodssed  the  council  without 
action,  and  this  procrastination  and  "  slowness  ot 
perception  arid  will  ''  cust  the  Colonies  the  arrn\- 
which  thov  had.  with  so  many  sacrifices,  collected 
to  oppose  this  formidable  invasion.  The  usual 
steps  of  proga'ess  in  the  sieg'e  tool:  place,  the  Britisli 
continued  to  advance  their  Avorks,  and  Lin.coln  made 
but  a  feeble  resistan.ce. 

There  was  onn-  one  sortie  made  by  the  besieged. 
This  was  on  tlie  24th  dav  of  April,  an.d  was  ciui- 
ducted  bv  Lieutenan.t  CohDuel  Henderson.'-'  Vie 
led  out  three  liundred  men  and  attacked  the 
advanced  working  partv  of  tlie  British,  killed 
several  and  captured  eleven  prisoners.  In  this 
atlair  Capt.  Moultrie,  of  the  South -Carolimi  line,  vras 


*Thi3  attackii'i.n'  partv  nuniliered  300  men,  aiul  was  composed  ot 
detacbinenls  iVom  Ho'-^uii's  North  Caroliiiiaii^,,  VCoodfoni's  Vir.Liinians, 
and  Scott's  brigadt-,  and  21  South  Carolina  Continentals.  ''I'ldhs 
Dor.  His.  <./.S-7\ /.  J'SJ.  The  leader  was  Colonel  William  Henderson, 
of  the  South  Carolina  Contiuen'.al  troop.^,  who  atter\vards  comuiandedi 
Sumter's  brifjade  at  Eutaw.  lie  was  formerly  from  Ciranville  County, 
N.  C,  brother  of  Major  Pleasant  Henderson.  Sec  Ph-asant Ht-'ulcr- 
sorC s petition  for  (>i:nsio7i  under  act  of  iSj2. 
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kilk-d/-=  Oil  tlic  2hi]\  of  April  the  Brilish  flag  \\-;is 
seen  floating-  over  Furt  I\Ioiiitrie.  and  the  garrison, 
beeanie  disheartened.  A  council  i>i  ^^'ar  was  called 
and  negotiations  opened  bet\\'ecn  Clinton  and  Lin- 
col  ii,  but  tlie^  terms  of  surrerider  offered  b\-  the 
former  were  reiected.  On  tlic  i  itli  of  May,  liow- 
ever,  tJie  ''  British  had  crossed  tlie  wet  ditcli  b\- 
sap  and  adxanced  witlnVi  tv/ejity-five  y;rds  ot  the 
lines  of  the  l)esieged.'"  ■  Lincoln,  was  now  pressed 
on  all  sides  bv  liis  frierids  to  surrender  auid  save 
the  unnecessary  effusion  of  blood,  and  under  the 
cireuna, stances  lie  asseuited  to  tlie  terms  of  Clintori 
withouit  conference  or  explaUiation.  Mr.  Banc:T)ft 
sa\'s,  ''  This  was  the:  first  instance  in  the  American 
war  of  an  attempt  tC)  defend  a  town,  and  the  unsuc- 
cessful event,  witli  its  consequen.ces.  makes  it  proba- 
ble that  if  this  method  had  been  generally  adopted 
the  independence  of  Anaicrica  could  not  have  been  so 
easih'  supported. ''S" 

Tlie  defence  of  Cliarleston.  was  disapproved  by 
General  Washington,  who  urged  tliat  the  arni\- 
should  keep  the  open.  couritr\-  wliere  it  could  be 
free  to  attack  or  retreat  as  circumstances  dictated 
and  he  pointed  out  the  danger  of  risking  both  the 
armv'and  the  cit\'  on  the  result  of  a  siege  wlicre 
the  Americans  could  be  greatl}'  outnumbered  by 
concentrating  the  British  forces  on  tliat  point. 

The  British  c(3mmander,  in  order  to  magnify  his 
victorv,  claimed  to  have  captured  fix'e  thousand 
prisoners,    swelling   the    number   by    the    civilians 

*Ran:say's  South  Carolina,  p.  186.  +P.ancroft,  vol.  5,  p,  1S7. 


whoni  he  put  on  tlie  list  ;  but  t'tie  real  nnml3er  of 
Coiitineiual  soldiers  wlio  surrendered  was  oiilv 
1,977.  and  5l"C  oi  these  ^vere,  at  that  time,  Ivins^'  in 
the  hospitaL-.  pr;;btratcd  bv  the  dreadful  malaria  cn 
the  eoast/-'  More  tlian  1  ,cco  of  these  Coiitinental 
soldiers  were  tiie  .North  Ccirolina  re_:,;'ulars,  wlio  were 
detached  fi'C'Tu  the  arniv  ot  Washington,  and  their 
recruits,  i  he\'\\'ere  composed  ot  the  three  rec:;iments 
"conipresseci  '  iruin  the  (original  six  wliicli  uh-irelied 
from  W'ilniing-toii,  Xortli  Carolina,  and  tlie  two  other 
regiments  wlio  joined  W'ashin.gton  later.  General 
Hoguii  commanded  these  troops — all  veterans.  In 
addition  to  the  regulars,  there  were  'over  i,cco 
Xorth  Carolina  militia  at  the  fall  of  Charleston:  so 
that,  by  this  great  l)lunder  of  General  Lincoln. 
X^-^rth  Carolina  lost  her  whole  force  of  Continencal 
soldiers,  leaving  not  even  one  regiment  in  which, 
the  scragglers  might  be  collected.  Colonel  Clarke, 
oi  Xev;  Hanover,  and  Colonel  Patton,  commanded 
two  oi  tnese  regiments  oi  regulars. 

I  regret  that  my  most  dirigent  inc[uir\']ias  failed  to 
discover  aii\-  iuture  record  of  General  Hogun.  That 
he  was  a  brave  and  skilltul  orncer  his  rapid  promotion 
proves,  and  to  this  is  added  the  positive  testimon\- 
of  Governor  Burke  \\'h<)  effected  his  priunotion  over 
his  seniors  in  office.  His  famih'  name  exists  now 
in  .-Vlabamaand  tliese  persons  trace  their  genealogy 
to  X'oith  Carolina.  It  is  more  than  probable,  if  not 
certain,  that  General  Hogun  died  in  captivity,  as 
did  hundreds  of  others  of  these  brave  men. 

^Ramsey's  History  of  South  CarcHna,  p.   fSS. 
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■  Tlie  lo^s  (jf  these  troops  was  a-  terri'nle  blow  to 
Xortli  Cafolir.a,  but  it  did  not  destroy  her  spirit 
nor  lessen  herdetcniiinati'.Mi  to  be  free.  She  ealled 
on  her  iniliria  to  rall-v'  to  lier  standard  and  put  forth 
pA-erv  effort  to, stay  tlie  pn:)g'ress  of  the  invader. 
W'e  shall  see  hou"  nobly  and  eoiirageousl}.-  the 
people  responded-  to  th.e  call. 

By  th.e  terms  of  the  capitnlati.011,  tlie  militia  from 
the  coiintr\'  were  to  ret'nni  home  as  prisoners  ot 
war,  oji  parole,  and  to  be  secure  in  tlieir  property 
so  long  as  their  parole  was  ol'iserved.  }>Iany  of  the 
ofheers  aTid  troops  were  confined  in  prison  ships 
reeking  with  filth  and  the  germs  of  disease  while 
others  were  serit  to  iriihealthv  locatioris  on  the  er^ast 
dtiring  the  si<d<lv  suviiraer  of  itSo.  One-third  of 
th.eir  number  perished  trom  disease  while  others 
were  so  prostrated  as  to  be  unfitted  for  militarv 
dutv.  Following  the  trace  of  tliese  gallant  men., 
we  find  that  on  the  nth  dav  of  r\Iarcli,  17S1,  in  the 
midst  of  the  most  thrilling  events  in  North  Caro- 
lir^a,  Cen.eral  Greene  reriewed  negotiations  with 
Lord  Cornwallis  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

"  T'.ie  negotiation  was  first  coinmtnced  whilst  tlie 
American  anu\-  Ia\'  at  Halifax  Old  Court  House  (\'ir- 
ginia),  but  was  then  biviken  off  because  the  British 
coniniissioiier  insisted  on  cuusidering  paroled  privates 
as  prisoners  of  war,  to  fa\'or  their  practice  of  exacting 
paro'es  of  all  tlie  militia  in  the  country.  The  negotia- 
tion was  renewed  and  finally  adjusted  by  Colonel  Car- 
rington,  on  the  American  side,  and   Captain  Frederick 
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Cornwallis,  or.  tliat  of  tlie  British,  at  a  subseniient  intet- 
iiii2;,  litld  on  tiic  Pee  Dee  on  the  Sth  May,   1781."''' 

The  Aineric'iri  prisoners  \\'ere  shipped  to  jaiiies- 
towii.  Mrginia,  wh.cre  they  were  excliaiigecl,  June 
2  2(1,  ijSt."-'  and  soon  th.ereafter  hist<ny  records 
tlieir  services  ac2;ain  in  various  niilitar\'  capacities 
in  the  South. 

"What  folh:>v.ed  the  fall  of  Charleston  is  so  g-ra.ph- 
icalh..-  described  by  Mr.  Bancroft,  that  I  C[Uote  it 
entire  : 

•■  For  six  weeks  all  opposition  ceased  in  vSrnith  Carolina. 
One  expedition  was  sent  b\'  Clinton  up  the  Sa\-annah 
to  encoura;^''e  the  Ion  ul  and  redrice  thie  disaffecLed  m  the 
ne:L,^hborhood  of  Anci;nsta ;  another  ])roceeded  ior  the 
like  purpose  to  the  district  of  Xinet\'-Six,  v\'here  Wil- 
liamson, surrendered  liis  post  and  accepted  P5ritis!i  i:)ro- 
tecti':)n.  Pickens  was  reduced  to  inacti\'ity.  Aloue  of  tlie 
leaders  of  tlie  patriot  militia.  Colonel  James  Williamst 
escaped  pursuit  and  preser\-cd  his  freedom  of  actiotr  A 
third  and  lar^'-e  part}'  under  Cornvv-allis  mo\'ed  across  tlie 
Santee  towards  Camden. 

"The  rear  of  the  old  \'iry"inia  liue,  coinrnanded  by 
Colonel  Jh.iford,  arriving  too  late  to  reinforce  tlie  garrison 
of  Charleston,  had  retreated  toward  the  riortheast  ot  the 
State. 

"  They  were  pursued,  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  iMay 
were  overtaken  bv  Tarleton  with  seven  hundred  caivarv 


^Johu-son'3  Life  of  Greene,  vol.  i,  p.  470. 

tWhecler's  Reminiscences,  p.  399,  and  Wheeler's  History,  vol.  2, 
p.  2S1. 

iFormerly  of  Granville  County,  North  Carolina,  and  afterv.ards 
kiiled  at  Kinir':-  Mountain. 
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aiivl  niorinted  infantry.  Ijiitbrd  liimscif,  and  a  few  whO' 
were  monnted,  and  about  a  hundred  of  tlit-  iunintrx",  savtd 
tl:eni<elves  bv  flioiit.  The  rest,  makiiig  no  resistance, 
vaiiil)"  suc'i  io:  quarter.      Xon.e  'v^-a-s  gTanted."'' 

•'  A  hundred  and  Lliirteen  were  kiiled  on  the  spot  ;  a 
liun.dred  ar.d  fiffy  v/eve  too  badl\-  hacked  to  be  nio\-ed  ; 
iift\--thiree  oniy  couhl  be  brouglit  into  Cannden.  as  pris- 
oners. 'Tb.e  L:din._L;-s  of  tliis  nia.'-sacre,  borne  through  the 
Sonihern  forests,  excited  horror  an'd  anger,  bitt  Tarleton 
received  from  Cornwallis  the  liighest  encomiums. 

''  The  capture  of  Charleston  suspended  all  resistance  to 
tlie  British  arm\-. 

''  The  ]net:  of  Beaufort,  of  Ninetv-Six,  and  of  Camden, 
capitulated  under  the  promise  of  security,  believing  that 
they  vvtre  to  be  treated  as  n.eutrals,  or  as  prisoners  on 
]>arole.  The  attempt  was  now  made  to  force  the  men  of 
Carolina  into  acti\-e  ser\dce  in  the  British  army,  and  so 
to  become  tlie  instrument  of  their  own  subjection. 

itSo.  ''On  the  2 2d  of  ]\Iay,  'confiscation  of  property 
and  other  punishments  v/ere  den.ouriced  against  all  \\dio 
slu^uld  th.ereafter  opp';se  tlie  King  in  arms,  or  hinder 
an\'  one  ir*;tn  joirdug  Ids  forces. 

''C)n  tlie  first  of  June  a  proclamation  by  the  commis- 
sioners, Clinton  and  Arbuthnot,  ohered  pardon  to  the 
penitent  on  their  immediate  return  to  allegiance;  to  the 
lo\-al,  the  promise  of  tlieir  former  political   immunities, 

*"  lu  this  bloody  encounter  Captain  John  Stokes,  of  Guilford 
County,  North  Carolina,  parti. :ipated  with  his  company  and  %vas 
horribly  niutilaif<l  liy  the  brutal  troopers  of  Tarleton.  One  of  his 
hands  was  cut  off  aud  he  was  besides  badly  wounded  in  many  places 
on  his  body.  He  was  the  brother  of  Governor  Montford  Stokes  and 
Judge  of  the  U.  S.  District  Court  in  North  Carolina."  Moore's  His- 
tory, vol.  t,  p.  264. 
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"On  the  3(1  of  June,  Clinton,  by' ;i  proclamation  wliicli 
he  alone  s:;:^ned,  ent  np  Ijriti:>h  authovit}-  in  Carolina  b\' 
the  roots.  He  reqnirv.d  all  tlic  inliabitants  of  tlie  y-ro- 
vince.  e\-en.  those  outside  of  Cduivleston,  '  who  were  now 
prisoners  on  parole,"  to  take  an  active  part  in  securing 
th.e  ro\'ai  govern. men. t. 

■'vSliould  Lh.e\'  n.eglect  to  return,  to  tlieir  allegian.ce."  so 
ran  the  proclamat'on,  '  they  v.dll  lie  treated  as  rebels  to 
ihc  government  ^A'  th.e  King.'  lie  n.e\-er  reflected  that 
many,  wlio  accepted  protection  froiu  fear  or  convenitaice, 
did  so  "in  th^e  expectatioux  of  living  in  a  state  of  neutralit\', 
and  tliat  thev  migiit  sa_\- :  '  If  we  must  hgli  t;  let  us  nglit  on 
tlie  side  of  our  friends,  of  our  cijuntrxunen,  of  America/ 

"'On  tiieeve  oi  his  departure  for  Xew  York,  he  re[)orted 
to  ( rcrniain  :  '  Tiie  mhabitiints  ironi  every  rpiarter  declare 
their  allegiance  to  tlie  King,  and  offer  their  services  in 
arms.  There  are  few  men  in  South  Carolina  V\dio  are 
not  either  our  prixjuers  or  in  the  aruiiy  with  us."  " 

So  complete  was  the  stib-j ligation  of  Soutli  Caro- 
lina, and  so  liopeless  appeared  to  tlietn  the  future 
of  that  State,  that  ''  man}'  fainted  at  the  hard  option 
between  snbmissicri  and  rnin."'  Cliarles  Pincknev, 
lately  President  of  the  vSontli  Carolina  Senate, 
classing  himself  among  those  who,  from  tlie  litirrv 
and  confusion  of  the  times,  had  been  misled,  desired 
to  show  every  mark  of  allegiance.  Ravvdins  Lowndes, 
who  but  a  few  months  before  had  been  President  of 
the  State  of  Sotith  Carolina,  excused  himself  tor 
having   reluctantly   given    way    to    necessit}',  and 


acce'jted  aiiv  test  to  prove  tliat,  with  the  unre- 
strained dictates  of  his  own  luiiKh  he  now  attached 
himself  to  the  roval  o-overnmerit.      Henry  Aiiddle- 
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first    American    Cone';ress. 


though  still  partial  to  a  cause  tor  winch  ne  had 
been  so  loni?  eng-cred,  promised  to  do  nothing  to 
keep  up  the  spirit  of  independence,  ai-d  to  demean 
himself  as  a  faitliful  subject. 

At  the  euid  of  June..    17S0,   Cornwallis    reported 

'that  all  resistance  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina 

had    ceased,  and   that    as  soon   as   the  harvest  was 

o;athered  he  would  marcli  into  Xorth  Carolina  and 

subdue  that  State.     He  little  suspected  that  those 

who   appeared    so    submissi\e   under   duress    ^-ere 

then    meditatnig   revenge  for   his   indignities,   and 

that    common    suffering   was   bringing   exdes  ana 

patriots  into  concert  of  action  and  that    they  only 

v.-aitcd    the    nuagnetic    names    of  such    leaders    as 

Marion  an.d  Sumter  and  Clarke  to   form  them  in.to 

a  combiried  force  of  relentless  iocs. 

Clinton,  on  the  5th  of  June,  had  sailed  for  New 
York,  and  left  Lord  Cornwallis  in  command  of  his 
victorious  army. 

Conrwallis  had  5,000  troops  in  South  Carolina 
and  2,000  in  Georgia,  and  expected  to  supplement 
this  force  with  regiments  he  determined  to  organize 
among  the  lov-dists  of  those  States.  The  inhabi- 
tants in  the  districts  v.-ere  enrolled;  the  men  above 
forty  years  were  to  be  held  responsible  for  order  and 
the  younger  men  were  held  liable  to  military  service. 

*Baiicrort,  vol.  5,  pp-  39i-'^- 
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}>Iaior  P^Urick  Feroiisnn  wns  sent:  into  the  cbs- 
triccs  to  see  that  these  organizations  were  made 
and  the  lists  furnislied  to  the  commander.  Any 
one  f(3und  Thereafter  ii]  arms  against  the  KingAvas 
to  be  sentenced  to  death  for  desertion  and  treason.. 
"  Commissions  were  pnt  into  the  liands  of  men  void 
o f  h o no r  a 1 1 d  c cm 1 1 j ?. s s i o n ,  a 1 1 d  w h o  ga 1 1 1 e red  a b o 1 1 1 
tliem  profligate  rufUans  and  roamed  through  the 
State  indulging  in  rapine  and  ready  to  ptit  pritriots 
to  death  as  outlaws.  Cornwallis  never  regarded  a 
deserter,  or  anv  one  whom  a  court-martial  sentenced 
to  death,  as  a  srd}ject  of  Uiiercy.  A  C|uartermaster 
of  Tarleton's  Legion  entered  the  house  of  Samuel 
\\'vle\-,  near  Camdeii,  ar^d,  because  he  had  served 
as  a  vohiuteer  in  the  defence  of  Charleston,  cut  him 
in  pieces." 

The  recitation  of  the  wrongs  and  oppressions 
inflicted  bv  this  heartless  commander  upon  the 
people  of  these  prostrate  States  might  be  length- 
ened into  a  volume  of  itself.  Lord  Rawd-m,  the 
'next  in  command  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  vied  with  his 
chief  in.  tlie  burthens  and  exactions  which  he  put 
upon  tlie  unfortunate  arid  A\Tetched  citizens,  an^d 
boasted  of  his  shame  and  in.hnmaniity. 

Cornwallis  established  military  posts  at  George- 
town, Beaufort,  Charleston  and  Savannah,  on  tbie 
coast,  and  at  Augusta,  Xhiet\--Six  and  Camden,  in 
the  interior.  Camden  was  the  key  between  the 
North  and  the  South. 

We  shall  now  leave  Cornwallis  indulging  the 
delusi\-e  idea  that  he  had  conquered  a  lasting  peace 
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by  breaking-  tJie  streii-i^'Lii  and  spirit  of  his  seeni- 
iiig'h'  helpless  victims,  and  <>nl\-  v.-aiting  for  the 
har\'est  to  be  gathered  that  he  niiglit  hiid  suh/sist- 
eiice  for  the  sa:;guiiiary  hordes  which  he  expected 
to  lead  in  triiniiph  througli  the  de\-oted  province  or 
Xorth  Carolina.  He  knew  her  histor\' :  that  in 
177]  h.er  citizens  liad  nir.de  armed  resista.nce  to 
extortion  and  tyranny  ai  tlie  bloody  held  of  Ala- 
nnuice  ;  that  tlie  meri  of  IMecklenburg  had  been  the 
*tirst  to  liurl  defiance  at  Britisli  anthority,  and  he 
yas  impatient  to  visit  npon  thena  tlie  power  of  liis 
w rat  In 

Mr.  Honston,  amend^er  of  Congress  froni  Georgia, 
hearing  of  tlie  oppressive  measures  inflicted  on.  hi.s 
people,  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay  in   prophetic  language: 

'' Our  misfortunes  ave,  under  God,  the  source  of  our 
safety.  When  the\-  ha\-e  wrought  up  the  spirit  of  the 
people  to  hiry  and  desperation,  the\"  will  be  driven  from 
tlie  country." 

The  perilous  condition  of  Charleston  liad  aroused 
apprehensions  o\'er  tlie  whole  country  for  the  safety 
of  that  city  and  tlie  arm\-  wliicli  was  hemmed  in  its 
narrow  limits.  Washington,  understanding'  the 
importance  of  prompt  and  decisi\-e  measures  for  the 
rescue  of  Lincoln,  detached  from  his  small  ami}'  of 
only  ten  thousarid  ti\"e  hundred  men,  the  Maryland 
division  of  2,000  men,  and  the  Delaware  regiment, 
and  put  them  under  marching  orders  for  the  Caro- 
lin.as: 


o 


The  B'lnm  DoKalb  \v;^s  o;iveu  ihe  coininaTid,  but 
he  met  with  tiiaiiy  ob.-,tructioiis  in  his  way.  Cluirles- 
ton  fell  before  hie  iiacl  passed  through  the  State  of 
Virghha.  He  entered  Xnrrh  Carolina  the  20th 
June,  i-Su,  and  liahied  at  Hillsboro  to  rest  liis 
wear\"  troops. 

North  Carolina  was  at  this  time  in  poor  condi- 
tion to  resist  invasion  or  repel  her  aggressive  enemy. 
All  of  her  regVilars  \\-ere  lanignisliing  iri  British 
prisons  on  the  sea-coasts;  sneli  of  her  inilitia  as 
had  learned  to  make  war  in  the  recent  campaigns 
of  Georgia  and  Soutli  Carolina,  and  their  veteran 
officers,  were  fettered  with  paroles  and  many  ol 
those  wlio  returned  l.iefore  Cliarleston  ^vas  invested 
came  to  their  homes  witli  shattered  constitutions  and 
enfeebled  bv  the  malaria  of  tliat  unhealthy  region. 

She  had  only  her  militia  and  a  part  of  her 
"minute  men  "  to  whom  she  could  appeal  for  aid; 
and  yet,  so  patriotic  was  the  response  to  her  call, 
that  more  men  offered  their  services  than  could  be 
armed.  The  State  was  almc^st  destitute  of  military 
equipments. 

The  Legislature  called  for  S,cco  militia  to  repel 
the  invasion,  and  Caswell  in  the  east  and  Rutlier- 
ford  in  the  west  were  soon  actively  engaged  111 
organizing  these  forces.  "  North  Carolin.a  made  a 
requisition  fi;.r  arms  on  \hrginia  and  recei\ed  them. 
With  a  inac:^nanimity  which  knew  notliing  of  fear, 
Virginia  laid  lierself  bare  for  tlie  protection  of  the 
Caroliuas.'"'' 

^Bancroft,  vol.  5,  p.  3S4. 


CliarlestO!:,  after  Ihcit  place  was  iti\-csted,  and  now  joined 
the  n:ilitia. 

''  Five  luindrcd  nicn  remained  under  the  inrniedi:ue 
cumniand  of  Ck.-uera]  Rntherf()rd.  On  t!ie  e\enin,c;  of 
tile  14th  he  received  intelligence  tliat  the  Tories  were 
embod}-in.uf  in  arms  bevond  the  Catawba  Ri\er,  in  I'ryon 
CouTit}-,  al)ont  tort}'  miles  riorthwcst  of  his  ,t[ien)  pe'si- 
tion.  He  issned  orders  to  Colonel  Francis  Lucke,  of 
Rowan,  iMajur  Davicl  Wilson,  of  jlecklenbn.rQ-,  to  Cao- 
tains  Falls  and  R.randon,  also  to  other  officers,  to  make 
every  effort  to  raise  men  to  disperse  the  Tories,  it  hieing 
deemed  impolitic  bv  General  Rutherford  to  weaken  liis 
own  force  until  the  object  of  Lord  Rawdonks  expedition 
\s'as  better  ascertained. 

'^  On  the  T5th,  General  Rutherford  advanced  two  miles 
to  the  south  of  Charlotte.  On  the  17th  he  vv-as  informed 
tliat  Lord  Rawdon  had  retiied  tovv-ard  Camden,  and  the 
Tories  were  assembled  in  force  at  Ratnsour's  iMill,  near 
the  south  fork  of  ihe  Catavvd3a.  A  man  b\-  the  name  of 
John  -Moore,  whose  father  and  tamih-  resided  about  six 
miles  from  Ramsour's  IMiil,  had  jirined  the  British  army 
the  prece  ling-  winter,  and  leavin;^^  the  detaclnnent  under 
Cornwallis  on  the  march  from  Charleston  to  Camden,  he 
arrived  at  his  father's  on  the  jih  of  June,  wearing  a 
sword  and  an  old  tattered  suit  of  regimentals.  He 
announced  himself  as  a  lieutcnarit  colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Xorth,  Carolina  loyalists  commanded  by  Colonel 
John  Hamilton,  of  Halifax  County.  He  gave  to  the 
people  of  the  neighborhood  the  first  particular  account 
the>'  had  received  of  the  siege  and  capture  of  Cluirleston 
and  the  advance  of  the  Britisli  troops  to  Canulen.  He 
appointed  the  loth  of  June  for  an  assembling  of  the 
people  in  the  woods  on  Indian  Creek,  seven  miles  from 
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IvaniMJUr's.  Forty  men  assembled,  and  rvloore  lold  tlicin 
it  was  not  tlie  wisli  oi  Ivord  Coniwalli.^  that  tliuN-  .should 
embod}-  at  tliat  tirae,  but  lliat  tliey  ;iud  all  other  loval 
subjects  should  bold  Liletu^ei\■c^  in  reailiuess,  and  in  the 
meantime  '^et  in  their  harxcst;  that  belore  tlie  gettiui; 
in  oi  the  harvest  it  would  be  dilTie'alt  to  jvrocure  pro\'is- 
ions  for  the  British  arui\':  and  that  as  sorin  as  ti;e  countr\' 
coidd  furnisli  subsistence  to  tlie  arnu',  it  x^'ouh.l  adxance 
into  Xorth  Cari.^lina  ar.d  sujniort  tlie  rowilists. 

''  r>rriorc  this  meeting-  bvoi:e  uu  ari  express  arrived  to 
inform  them  that  IMajor  Josejdii  A[cb)ov.a.'ri,  of  Iharke 
Count}",  with  twent_\"  men,  vas  \\  ithiu  eiglit  miles  of  th.em, 
in  search  of  so'ue  ot  ilie  principal  persons  of  their  partw 
Conhdent  of  tlieir  strcngtli,  the}'  rcsob/ed  to  attack  Mc- 
Dovv'cll,  but  some  prep  irniion  l>rhig  necessarv,  thev' 
could  not  march  Uintil  next  naorrdng,  when,  tnidincr  lie 
had  retired,  ilie}"  pursued  liiui  to  tlie  h..di  jc  of  the  tnouii- 
tains  v/hich  separate  the  couai-ties  o(  Lincoln  and  Burke, 
and  not  beiuig-  able  to  overtrike  him,  r\[oore  directed  them 
to  retu.rn  home  and  meet  him  on  tlie  13th  at  Ram^our's 
'Mill.  (_)n  that  da}'  tvo  hundred  men  met  l\b:)ore,  and 
tlie}  were  joinedt  on  the  next  da}' b}-  man}' otliers,  among 
wdiom  was  Xichola.^  Welch,  a  major  in  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Colonel  ILimilton.  He  had  lived  in 
that  neighborlux')d  and  had  joined  tlie  r>riti.-;h  ami}' 
eigh.teen  mc'Utlis  h^efore.  He  was  directhe  from  the  arm}- 
of  Lord  Ce')niwallis,  and  ga\"e  inlbrmation  of  Colonel 
Butord's  defeat.  He  wore  a  rich  suit  of  regimentals, 
and  exh.ibitedi  a  considerable  number  of  ^guineas,  hv 
which  he  sought  to  allure  some,  Vv'hile  he  endeavored  to 
intimidate  others  b}'  an  account  of  the  success  of  the 
British  army  in  all  operations  of  the  vSouth  and  the  total 
inability  of  the  Whigs  to  make  further  opposition.      His 
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conduct  had  tlie  desired  effect,  and  iniicli  more  conii- 
deuce  -a as  placed  in  him  than  in  Colonel  l\hoore.  They 
remcdiied  in  camp  until  tlie  20th,  during  wldcli  rime  a 
detachment,  commanded  hv  Colonel  rvToore,  made  an 
unsnccessfnl  attempt  to  capture  Colon.el  Hui^h  Brevard 
and  i^Jajor  Josepli  "McDov/ell,  eacli  of  whom  came  into 
the  neighborliood  with  a  rjumber  of  Wliigs  to  liarass 
the  Tories,  \^dlo  M'ere  assembling. 

'■  By. the  20th  rtcarlv  thirteeii  hundred  m'cn  liad  assem- 
bled at  Ramsour's,  one-fourth  of  whom  were  without 
arms.  General  Rutherford  resolved  to  coricentrate  his 
force  and  attack  them  as  soon  as  he  learned  that  Lord 
Rawdon  had  retired  to  Cnmdcn.  With  this  viev/,  he 
marched,  on  Sunda\-,  the  iSth,  from  his  canip.  south  oi 
Charlotte,  to  the  Tuckascege  b'ord.  on  tlie  Catawba  River, 
twelve  miles  nearer  to  Ram.sour's.  In  the  e\-enino-  of 
that  day  he  dispatched  an  express  to  Cuk^nel  Locke, 
advising  him  of  his  movcn.ient,  and  of  tlie  enemy's 
strength,  and  ordering  Locke  to  join  him  on  the  igth 
in  tlie  evening,  or  on  the  20tl!  in  the  moTuing,  a  fev/ 
miles  in  advance  of  the  Tr.ckaseege  Ford.  The  express 
was  neglecteo  and  did  not  reacli  Colonel  Locke.  The 
mornnig  of  the  lotli  was  wer.  and  the  arms  of  General 
Riitheriord's  men  were  out  o{  order.  At  midda\-  the 
vveather  cleared  up  and  orders  were  gi\-en  to  the  men  to 
discharge  their  guns.  This  dischargt:  produced  an  alarm 
in  the  neighborliood,  and  the  people,  thinking  that  the 
Tories  were  attempting  to  cross  the  river,  many  of  them 
came  in  with  arms  and  joined  Rutherford,  hi  the  even- 
ing he  crossed  the  ri\-er  and  encamped  sixteen  miles  from 
Ramsour's. 

''When  Rutherford  crossed  the  river,  it  was  believed  he 
would  march  in   the  ni<^ht  and  attack  the  Tories  next 
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morning;  hnt,  expectitiir  tliat  his  express  b.acl  reached 
Colonel  Locke,  h.e  awaited  for  Locke's  arrival,  that  lie 
might,  on  tlic  next  da_'.-,  march  in  fail  to  tlie  attack. 

''At  ten  o'clock  at  night,  Colonel  Ja'nes  Jolmston,* 
of  Tr}'on  Count)-,  reached  Rutherford's  canip.  He  had 
been  dispatciitd  b}-  Cohjiiel  I.,ocke  to  give  notice  of  his 
intention  to  attack  tlie  Tories  at  sunrise  the  next  morn- 
ir.g.  and  requesting  Ruthertord's  co-operation.  Ruther- 
ford, in  coniident  expectation  that  his  express  iiad  reached 
Colonel  Locke.,  siiortly  after  Colonel  Johnston  had  left, 
made  no  naovemerit. 

''  In  pursuance  of  the  orders  given  to  Colonel  Locke, 
and  the  other  officers  at  rvLallard,  on  th.e  14th,  they 
se\-erally  collectt.-d  as  many  men  as  tliev  could,  and,  on 
the  morning  of  the  iSth,  Ivlaior  Wilson,  v/ith  '=;ixt\--tlve 
men,  passed  the  Catawba  at  Tool's  Ford  and  joined 
INIajor  iMcDo'.vell  with  twenty-five  Uiien.  Thev  passed 
up  the  river  at  right  angles  witli  the  position  of  the 
Tories,  to  'yAn  th.e  detachmer/c  of  friends  vAvd  were 
assembling  at  tb.e  up)per  fords. 

"  At  McE wen's  Ford,  being  joined  by  Captain  Falls, 
with  fort;,  men  under  liis  command,  tlie\'  contirmed 
their  marcli  up  the  east  side  of  iMountain  Creek,  and 
on  Mondav,  the  19th,  they  joined  Colonel  Locke,  Captain 
Brandon  and  otlier  officers,  with  two  hundred  and  seventy 
men.  The  wlible  force  united  amounted  to  four  hun- 
dred men.  They  encamped  on  Alountain  Creek,  sixteen 
miles  from  R-amsour"s. 

''The  officers  met  in  coiuicil  and  they  were  unanimous 
in  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  remain  in  that 
position,  as  the  Tories  could  attack  them  after  a  march 
of  a   few   hours,  and,  from   tlie  inferiority  of  their  force, 

*Fai-.her  of  Robert  Johu:?ton,  Ksq.,  of  Lincoln  county. 
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tlie\'  licid  no  dc/Libt  tlie  Tories  VnOuIcI  iimrch  on  tlieni  as 
soon  as  tlitrv  learned  where  the_\'  Avere. 

'*  1 1  was  first  proposed  tliat  tlie\-  should  lecross  the 
Cata^vba  at  SlicrrilTs  Ford,  six  miles  in  tlieir  rear,  and 
wait  for  reint'orcenients,  l)Ciie\"ini;"  that  ilie)"  could  pre- 
vent the  Tories  froai  crossing.  To  this,  it  wa.->  objected 
th^at  a  retrograde  iiiON'enient  would  embolden  the  T(:>ries, 
whose  numbers  were  iiicreasino;  as  fast  as,  probabh',  their 
own  nunibers  wouhl  increase,  alter  iIiqv  had'recrossed  the 
K.i\-er,  and  no  additional  security  could  therefore  be 
obtained  b\-  such,  a  movement. 

"  it  was  next  proposed  that  tlie\-  should  marcli  directiv 
down  the  ri\'er  and  join  General  Rutherford,  who  was 
then  distant  from  them  about  th.irty-five  miles. 

''It  ^vas  said  this  iuc\'ement  could  i^e  made  without  risk, 
as,  in  making  it,  the\'  would  not  be  nearer  Ramsour's 
than  tlie\'  v/ere.-  To  tliis  prudent  proposition  it  v;as 
objected  that  uearh"  all  the  errecti\'e  \\'liigs  of  that  sec- 
tion \\'ere  from  home  cither  witli  tlieni  or  General  Rutlier- 
ford,  and  such  a  mos'ement  v\-ould  leave  tlreir  families 
exposed  and  their  houses  unprotected  from  pillage;  that 
it  v/ould  also  be  a  d;ingeroU;S  m(..)\-ement  for  themseh'es 
and  tl:e\'  might  enconuLcr  them  in  tlieir  march.  It  was 
insinuated  tliat  tiiesc  pn.ij)Ositioiis  proceededt,  if  not  from 
fear,  at  least  from  an  unwillingness  to  meet  the  Tories, 
and  therefore  anot.her  proposition  was  made,  \Ndiich  was, 
notwithstanding  tlieir  disparit\-  of  force,  tlie\-  should 
march  during  tlie  night  and  attack  tlie  Tories  in  their 
camp  earl}-  next  morning. 

"It  was  said  that,  the  Tories  being  ignorant  of  their 
force  and  suddenly  attacked,  would  be  easil_\-  routed. 
The  more  prudent  members  of  the  council  couUl  not 
brook  the  insinuation  of  cowardice,  and,  trusting  to  that 


Ibrtune  wliicli  sometime:^  crowns  even  ni'^hness  with  suc- 
cess, it  was  iiiianiniouslx-  resolved  imiiicrcliately  to  march 
and  at  dnvbrcak  to  attiick  the  Tories.  Colonel  Johnston, 
bcin^  well  acquainted  with  the  cvnintr\-,  v/as  innuediately 
dis-yatch.cd  to  apprise  General  Rutherford  ot  this  resolu- 
tion. 

"Late  in  tlieeveuiuL;  thev  commenced  their  niarcli  from 
Mountain  Creek,  and  passin.ij.-  drnvn  tlie  south  side  ot  the 
mountain,  thev  halted  at -the  vest  end  of  it  for   an   hour 
in   the  ni;4lit,  and   the  ofhcer.-;  converged  to  determine  on 
the    plan  oi    attack.      It   v.ais  determined  th.at    the    com- 
panies   commanded    by    Captains   Falls,    r^IcDowell    and 
Brandon  should  act  on  horseback  and  marcli  in  front.     Xo 
other  arran:^ements  were  made  and  it  was  left  to  the  oifi- 
eers  to  be  -overned  !.)y  circumstances  after  they  should 
reach    the    enemy.      Thev     resumed    their    march    and 
arrived  within  a  mile  of   the  enemy's  camp  at  davlio^ht. 
-The  Tories  were  encamped  on   a  hill  three  hundred 
vard^  east  of  Ramsour's  Mill  ahd  a  half  mile  north  of  the 
present   flourishincr   villai^e   of  Lincolnton.      The   nd-e 
stretched  nearly  to  the  east  on  the  south  side  of  the  mill- 
pond,  and  the  road    leading  to  the  Tuckaseeo;e  Ford,  by 
the  mill,  crosses  the  point  of  the  ridi^e  in  a  northwestern 
direction.      The   Tories  occupied   an    excellent   posinon 
on  a  summit  of  the -ridge,  their  right  on  the  road  iront- 
ing  tile  south.      The  ridge  ha^  a   verv   gentle    slope,  and 
was  then  iuters|:iersed  with  onlv  a  fev.-  trees,  and  tlie  hre 
of  tlie  Tories  had  full  rake   in   front    f:>r   more   than   tv,-o 
hundred   \-ards.      The  foot  of  tlie  hill  was  bounded  b>-  a 
glade,  the  side  of  which  was  covered  with  Imshes.      The 
road  passed  the  western  end  of  the  glade  at  right  angles; 
opposite  the  centre  of  the  line  .and  on   the  road  a   fence 
extended  from  the  glade  to  a  point  opposite  the  right  ot 


the  line.  The  picket  guard,  twelve  iii  iiiniiber,  were 
stationed  oa  the  road,  two  hundred  and  nftv  yards  south 
of  tiie  glade,  and  six  hundred  yards  froui  the  encamp- 
iiieiit. 

'"Tlie  companies  of  Captains  Fads,  iMcDowell  and 
Brandon,  being  nioinited,  thiC  otlier  troops  under  Colonel 
Locke  were  airrriiged  in  the  road,  two  cheep  behind  them, 
arid,  without  any  other  organization  or  orders,  tliey  were 
marclied  to  battle.  Wh.en  tlie  horsemen  came  within 
sight  of  the  pricket,  tliey  perceived  that  their  approach 
had  not  been  anticipated. 

'"The  picket  hrcd  and  tied  to  their  camp.  The  horse- 
men pursued,  and  tnrning  to  the  right,  out  of  the  road, 
tlie}-  rode  up  v.'itliin  thirty  steps  of  th.e  line  and  fired  at 
the  Tories,  wlio,  being  in  confusion,  had  not  time  to  form 
their  line;  but  seeing  onl}'  a  few  men  assailiuig  tliem, 
they  quickly  recovered  from  tlieir  panic,  and  poured  in.  a 
destructi\"e  fire,  v.dncli  oblig;ed  the  horsemen  to  retreat. 
They  retreated  in  disorder,  pas-^ing  througli  the  intantr^", 
wdio  were  advancing;  se\"eral  of  tlie  infantr>'  joined  thetn 
and  never  cam.e  into  action.  At  a  couxvenient  distan.ce 
the  greater  part  of  tlie  horsemen  rallied,  and  returning 
to  the  fight,  exerted  tliemsel\-es  witli  spirit  durin.g  its 
continuance.  The  infantry  hurried  to  keep  near  tlie 
liorsenic-n  in  pursuit  of  tlie  picket,  and  tlieir  mo\'ements 
being  \-ery  irregular,  tlieir  files  were  oy-ened  six  or  eight 
steps,  and  wlien  tlic  front  approached  the  Tories,  the 
rear  was  eighty  poles  back. 

'"The  Tories  seeing  the  effect  of  their  fire,  came  down 
the  hill  a  little  distance  and  were  in  fair  view.  The 
infantry  of  tiie  Wdiigs  kept  the  road  to  the  point  between 
the  glade  and  the  corner  of  the  fence  opposite  the  centre 
of  the  Tories. 
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"Here  [he  acLioii  was  rei:ev\-ed;  tlie  iTont  fired  st\'ei'a] 
times  before  the  rear  came  up.  Th.e  Tories  beiiv^'-  on 
their  left  they  deployed  to  thie  ri-^hit  in  trout  of  the  glade 
aud  came  into  action  without  order  or  system.  In  >oniQ 
places  they  were  crowded  together  in  eac'i  others'  Wciy; 
in  other  places  tliere  were  none.  As  th.e  rear  came  up, 
they  occupied  those  places,  and  the  lii:e  gTadually 
exter.ding,  tlie  action  became  general  and  obstinate  on 
both  i^ides.  In  a  few  minutes  tlie  Tories  began  to  retire 
to  tlieir  position  on  the  top  of  the  ridge,  and  soon  fell 
back  a  little  behind  tlie  ridge,  to  slielter  part  of  their 
bodies  from  the  tire  of  ilie  Vv'rJgs,  who  were  fairly 
exposed  to  their  hre.  In  this  situation  their  f:re  became 
very  destructive,  so  that  the  Wliigs  fell  back  to  th.e 
bushes  near  tlie  glade,  and  tlie  Tories,  lea\-ing  their  safe 
position,  pursue:;  h.alf  way  d.own  the  ridige.  At  this 
moment  Captain  Harden  led  a  part>'  of  W'fiigs  into«  the 
field  and  Tmder  co\'er  of  tlie  tence,  kept  up  a  galling  fire 
on  the  right  iiaiik  of  tlie  Tories;  and  some  of  the  Wliigs 
discovering  tliat  tlie  ground  on  the  right  was  more  favor- 
able to  protect  tliem  from  th.e  tire  of  the  Tories,  obliqued 
in  that  c.irection  towards  tlie  east  end  of  the  glade.  Tins 
movement  ga\-e  their  lines  the  proper  extension.  The}' 
continued  to  oblique  in  this  direction  until  tiie}'  turned 
tlie  left  flank  of  tlie  Tories;  and  the  contest  being  v/ell 
maintained  in  the  centre,  the  Tories  began  to  retreat  up 
the  ridge.  The>-  found  part  of  tlieir  position  occupied 
by  tlie  Whigs.  In  tliat  quarter  the  action  became  close, 
and  tlie  parties  mixed  together  in  two  instances;  and, 
having  no  bayonets,  thev  struck  at  each  otlier  with  the 
butts  of  their  guns.  In  this  strange  contest,  several  of 
the  Tories  were  taken  prisoners,  and  others,  divesting 
themselves  of  their  mark  of  distinction  (a  twig  of  green 
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pine-top  .-Vjick  in  tlicirhats).  inteniiixcl  witii  tlie  \\'hi;^-s, 
and  all  heii'ij;  in  their  ccnmiou  dre-^s,  escaped  unnoticed. 

"The  Tories  fni'dino-  tiie  left  of  tlieir  ]-^o-ition  in  pC'S- 
session  of  the  Whigs,  and  their  centre  being  chjseh.- 
pressed,  retreated  down  the  ridge  towarrls  tlie  pond, 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  centre  a.nd  of  Caj^t.'iin  Hardeii's 
couipan}'  bcliiiid  the  fenc.>.  The  Wdiigs  pursn.ed  ntuil 
tliey  got  entire  possession  o(  tiie  ridge,  when  thev  di-- 
co\"ered,  to  their  asLOuisiiinent,  tlrat  the  Tories  liad 
collected  in  force  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek  be\'ond 
the  rnill.  Tliey  expected  the  fight  would  be  renewed, 
and  attempted  to  form  a  line,  but  onh'  eight\--six  men 
could  be  paraded.  Some  were  scattered  dunr.g  the 
action,  otliers  were  atter.ding  to  their  wounded  friends, 
and,  after  repeated  efforts,  r^ot  more  than  one  h.nndred 
and  ten  m.en  condd  be  collected. 

"  In  tliis  sitnatif.)!!  of  things,  it  \v;is  resolved  that  Alaior 
"Wilson  and  Captain  Wm.  Alexander,  of  Rijwan,  should 
hasten  to  Cxericral  Riuh.erford  and  urge  him  to  press 
forward  to  tlieir  assistance.  Rutherford  had  inarched 
earh'  in  th.e  mtjrning,  and  at  a  distance  of  six  or  sex'en 
miles  from  Ramsour's,  was  met  ]j\-  Whlson  and  Alexan- 
der. i\Iajor  L^a\'ie's  ca\-alr\-  was  started  at  full  gallop, 
and  Colon.ei  Davidsiai's  infantrx'  were  wardered  to  hasten 
on  with  all  possible  speed.  At  tlie  end  of  two  miles  thev 
were  met  h)\'  others  from  tlie  battle,  who  informed  them 
that  the  Tories  had  retreated.  The  march  was  continued, 
and  troops  arri\-ed  on  the  ground  two  hours  after  tlie 
battle  had  closed.  The  dead  and  most  of  the  wounded 
were  still  l>'ing  where  they  tell. 

''As  soon  as  the  action  begun,  those  of  the  Tories  wdio 
had  no  arms,  and  several  v.dio  had,  returned  across  the 
creek.      They  were  joined  b\' others  when  they  w^ere  first 
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beaten  up  tlie  riri-j^-e.  ruui  hv  t\vu  liiuidred  well  arined,, 
who  had  arrived  Lwo  davs  before  ironi  Lower  Creek,  iu 
Brirkc  C\:'H'it:\-,  under  Caj)tains  Wdii.stoii  aud  Murray. 
Colonel  3.Ioore  aud  Major  Welch  S(.>on  joined  theai. 
Those  of  the  Tories  who  continued  th.e  figlit  to  the  last 
crossed  the  creek  and  joined  as  soon  as  the  Whigs  got 
possession  of  th.e  ndge.  Believirig  tluil  the}'  were  coni- 
])letel}-  beaten,  they  formed  a  stratagem  to  secure  their 
retreat.  About  the  time'  that  Wilson  aud  Alexander 
were  dispatclicd  to  General  Rutherford,  tliey  sent  a  flag, 
inider  a  pretence  of  proposing  a  suspension  of  hostilities^ 
to  make  arrangements  for  taking  care  of  the  wounde<i 
and  bur}'i ng  the  dead.  To  pre\-ent  the  flag  ofilcer  from 
perceiving  their  small  number,  IMajor  Jatues  Rutherford 
and  auiOtlicr  offlcer  were  ordered  to  meet  him  a  short 
distance  from  tlie  line.  The  proposition  being  made, 
r\Iajor  Rutlierford  demanded  that  the  Tories  should  sur- 
render in  ten  minutes,  and  tlien  the  arrangements  should 
be  made  tliat  were  recpiested. 

"  In  tiie  meantime,  Moore  and  Welch  gave  orders 
that  such  oi  their  men  as  were  on  foot,  or  had  iu.ferior 
horses,  should  move  off  singly  as  fast  as  the}-  could,  and 
wlien  the  nag  returned  not  more  tlian  hft}-  remained. 
Tliey  imunediatel}"  fled.  }doore,  with  th.irt\' men,  reached 
the  British  arm\'  at  Camden,  v.'liere  he  was  threatened 
with  a  trial  by  a  court-martial  for  disobedience  of  orders 
in  attempting  to  embody  the  ro\"alists  before  the  time 
appointed  by  the  commander-in-chiet'.  Pie  was  treated 
with  disrespect  b}-  the  British  officers,  and  lield  in  a  state 
of  disagreeable  suspense;  but  it  was  at  length  deemed 
impolitic  to  order  liim   before  a  court-martial. 

"As  there  was  no  organization  of  either  part}',  nor 
regular  returns  made  after  the  action,  the  loss  could  not 
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be  ascertained  willi  correctiie'^s.  .Fifty-six  lav  dead  on 
the  side  of  tlie  ridge  ^^"]]erL•  the  lieat  of  the  acticti  pre- 
vailed. ?v[aiiy  la}'  scattered  0:1  the  flanks  and  over  the 
ridge  t'jward  the  mill.  It  is  believed  that  .^t-\'cnt\  were 
killed,  and  that  the  los.-i  ori  eacli  side  was  equal.  Abo-at 
one  Irandred  men  ou  each  side  were  wotuided,  and  fifty 
Tories  were  taker:  prisoners.  I'lie  men  luul  no  uniform, 
and  it  condd  not  be  told  to  which  part}'  many  of  the  dead 
belonged.  -Most  of  tl>e  Vs'higs  wore  a  piece  of  white 
paper  on  tiieir  liais  in  iront,  and  many  C/f  the  intn  on 
each  side  bring  excellerit  riidemeri,  this  paper  Was  a  mari-: 
at  vs-hicl'i  tlie  Tories  oiten  hred,  ar^d  sevc-ral  of  the  Whigs 
were  shot  in  the  head.  Tlie  trees,  behind  vrhich  both 
Whigs  and  Tories  occasionall}'  took  slieltcr,  v.-ere  grazed 
by  tlie  balls;  aiid  one  tree  on  the  left  of  tlie  Tory  line. 
at  tlic  root  f  f  whicli  two  brotliers  lay  c]f::K\  was  grazed 
by  three  balls  on  one  side  and  two  on  the  other. 

"In  this  battle  neiglibors.  near  relati<jn-s  and  personal 
friends  fought  agviin.st  each  other,  and  as  the  smoke  from 
time  to  time  would  bh.'>w  off,  they  would  recognize  each 
other.  In  tlie  e\'ening.  an.d  on  the  next  da}-,  the  rela- 
•  tions  and  friends  of  the  d--,-ad  arid  wounded  came  in,  and 
a  scene  was  v\-itriessed  truly  atiiicting  to  the  feelings  of 
human  it}-. 

''  After  the  action  commenced,  scaicel}-  any  orders 
were  given.  1.'}'  the  officers.  They  fought  like  common 
soldiers,  and  aninuUed  their  men  by  their  example,  and 
they  sufTered  severel}'.  Captains  Falls,  D(T^son,  Smith, 
Bowman  and  Armstrong  were  killed;  and  Captains 
Houston  and  IMcKissick  wounded." 

The  battle  of  Ramsour's  Mill  wa.s  fought  the 
verv  day  the  Baron  DeKalb  arrived  at  Ilillsboro, 
Xortli  Carolina. 
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Its  efiecL  v/as  to  coiiipletelv  crush  out  the  Tory 
eieiiieut  iv  thai  portion  of  the  State,  and  they  never 
attempted  to  organize  again  during  the  war.  The 
men  who  asseniblod  ar.  Ranisour's  ?\Iill  to  resuiue 
their  alhegiance  to  the  British  Government  wt:re 
not  marauder?  in  search  of  plunder,  nor  violent 
men  seeking  revenge  for  injuries  iriilictea  in  border 
v;arfare  ;  tliev  were  nearly  all  simple-riiinded,  artless 
Germans,  industrious,' frugal  and  honest  citizens, 
v.dio  had  rie\'er  been  in  arms  before,  iK'r  sutferecl 
persecutions  from  the  AXdnigs.  They  believed  the 
representati\'ep  ,of  the  army  of  Cornwallis,  v/ho 
informed  them  that  the  royal  authority  had  been 
re-establislied  in  the  South,  aucl  they  were  confirmed 
in  this  by  the  accounts  of  the  absx>]ute  subjection 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  tlic  example  of 
leading  citizens  of  those  States  Vvdio  had  ''  taken^ 
British  protection.''  I'heN'  came  to  rencv\-  their 
citizenship  and  allegiance,  as  they  thought  duty 
and  cou science  required.  OnU'  a  few  hundred  v.-ere 
armed,  they  were  undisciplined  and  riiiorgau.ized, 
and  \-et,  when  contending  for  what  the\-  believed 
to  be  right,  they  evinced  a  courage  and  resolution 
Avorthy  of  a  better  cause. 

Though  Cornwallis  encamped  on  this  very  ground, 
in  the  January  foUowiu.g,  and  urged  them  to  join 
the  royal  standard  again,  none  of  them  were  atter- 
wards  found  among  the  British  forces.  They  went 
back  to  their  peaceful  and  plentiful  homes  ''  wiser 
and  better  men." 
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Captain  Dpbsoii,  of  the  AMrii^'s,  was  buried  upon 
tlic  battle-Held  and  se\-eral  of  liis-  family  have  been 
laid  beside  him.  I-iis  gra\-e,  surrounded  bv  a  neat 
brick  wall,  is  ne:rr  tlie  highway  leading  n.ortli  from 
Lincolntori  to  Xe^Mtun  Catawba  Conr.ty.  Tlie  riext 
day  after  the  battle  the  friends  and  neio:hb^)rs  of 
both  parties  assembled  and  decently  interred  the 
dead.  A  louig  trerich  or  grave  was  cjn.^',  running 
northeast  and  sontlrwest,  and  into  this  were  plaeed 
Whig  and  Tor\-  alike,  wdiile  those  wlio  Derforna.ed 
this  sad  rite  were  r.:presentati\'es  of  both  sides.  A 
large  pine  tree  on  th.e  summit  of  the  hill,  in  the 
field,  n.iarks  the  line  of  this  burial  place. 

The  McDowell  rriention.ed  in  General  Graham's 
uarrati\-e  was  Joseph  rvIcDoweH,  of  Uurke  Cormtv, 
known  as  "  Quaker  iMeadows  Joe  "  to  disiingnish 
him  from  his  cousin  ""Pleasant  Garden  joe." 
I\[cDowell  vcas  afterwards  a  leader  at  King's  'vlonn- 
taiu  and  Cowpcns,  a  member  of  Congress,  and 
brigadier  general  of  militia,  and  was  called  General 
Joseph  McDowell.  A\'e  sliall  liave  occasion  to  speak 
more  tully  in  regard  to  him  liereafter. 

After  the  battle  of  Ramsour's  IMill,  Major  Davie 
took  position,  on  the  north  side  of  W'axhaw  Creek, 
south  of  Charlutte.  Here  he  was  reinforced  b\' 
IMajor  Crawtord  with  some  South  Carolina  troops, 
and  35  Catawba  hidians  under  their  chief  '"  Xew 
River,"  and  the  r^R'cklenburg  Cotmtv  nulitia  under 
Colonel  Higgins  : 

"Davie  was  one  of  the  most  splendid  and  knioiitly 
fiLTures  on  tlie  American   continent.      Me  v.as  then  fresh 


(  6  5 


t'roTU  Ins  law  book?  and  only  25  years  old.  Tail,  grace- 
ful and  strik;in;j;h-  haudsome,  he  had  those  graces  of 
person  which  wonid  liave  made  him  tlit  fa\orite  in  the 
clanging  lists  oT  feudal  davs.  To  this  he  add^d  cloganL 
cnltnre,  thrillin.g  cloqi:enCf,  andi  a  graciousness  of  nrinner 
which  was  to  clnirm  in  after  days  the  sa/o;>:s  of  Paris. 
He  liad  won  high  li'^murs  and  Ini'i  been  dan.-.^-eronslv 
wonnded  at  Ston.o,  oni  the  2i>th  June,  1779.  Since  then 
he  luid  experidfd  the  whole  oi  liis  estate  in  eqfdppincr, 
at  his  owri  C'/'St,  the  onl_\"  organized  l)od\'  of  troops  now 
left  to  do- battle  in  behalf  of  tlie  cause  he  loved.  "''^ 

'Hrcneral  Davie  was  not  onlv  distinguished  as  an 
intelligent  but  an  intrepid  soldier.  His  delight  was  to 
lead  a  charge  ;  and,  possessing  great  bodily  strength,  is 
sa;d  to  ha\-e  overcome  more  men,  in  personal  conflict, 
thar^  an\-  indi\"idiia1  in  the  ser\dce.'"t 

Such  was  the  soldier  and  hero  who  was  now,  in 
this  dark  and  dep^'essiiig  hour  of  our  history,  about 
to  strike  the  British  outp)Osts  and  restore  confidence 
and  hope  to  tlie  people.  He  was  on  familiar 
ground,  among-  the  scenes  of  his  earlv  childhood 
and  matnrer  years.  He  was  inspired,  bv  a  fervid 
ambition  to  deeds  of  valor  and  patriotism,  and  his 
triends  and  associates  v/ere  to  be  witnesses  of  his 
achievements.  Their  liopes  of  deli\-erance  from  the 
sword  and  the  prison,  or  perhaps  the  gallows,  were 
centred  on  him,  and  v.dth  noble  daring  he  entered 
the  lists  determined  wdth  his  little  band  of  patriots 
and  soldiers  to  strike  the   foe   before   "the   liar\'est 

*rvIoore's  History,  vol.  i,  p.  265. 

+Gar(kn"  ■.  Anecilotes  of  tlie  Revolution,  p.  30. 
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was  o-;Athered."  Pie  was  unw  hi  four  and  a  half 
mik-s  of  Haugiii^Q'  Rock,  one  of  tlie  IVritisli  outpostSj 
and  on  the  ^cth  Jn.ly,  he  intercepted  at  F'Lat  Rock 
a  convoy  of  prox'isions  auij  chjtJiino-  intended  for 
tliat  .i^arrison.,.  Tlic  dra.u-onn>  ar.d  \-okinlcer  lovrJJsts 
v.dio  guarded  tlie  convc>y  were  captured  and  brought 
t(_>  camp.  The  v.agoiis  and  pro\-isions  were dcstroved, 
iHit  the  horses,  which  were  much  neecVxh  and  tlie 
arms  more  so,  were  brr.ught  oh'  in  safeU". 

This  seemiiiglv  small  affair  aroused  the  spirit  of 
his  troops  and  the\  were  ready  for  adventurous 
deeds.  Davie  resolved  to  gratify  this  spirit,  and 
planned  a  strike  at  Haiiging  Rock.  ''V\hth  fort}' 
mounted  riflemen  and  the  s:ime  number  of  dragoons 
he  approacJied  the  outpost.  It  was  garrisoned  by 
a  stron.g  force.  ■  While  lie  was  reconuoitering  the 
ground  to  begin  the  attack,  he  received  the  informa- 
tion that  tliree  companies  ••'jf  mounted  infantr\", 
returning  from  an  excursion,  had  halted  at  a  house 
near  the  post.  This  house  was  in  full  vievv^  of 
Hanging  Rock.  It  was  a  point  of  a  right  angle 
made  by  a  lane,  one  end  of  which  led  to  tlie  enemy's 
canip,  the  other  end  to  the  woods.  Da\-ie  advanced 
cautioush'  from  tlie  end  near  the  woods,  while  he 
detached  his  rifiemen,  whose  dress  v/as  similar  to 
the  Tories,  with  orders  to  rush  forward  and  charge. 
The  riflemen  passed  the  enennv's  sentinels  without 
suspicion  or  challenge,  dismounted  in  the  lane,  and 
gave  the  enemy,  before  the  house,  a  v\'eli-directed 
fire;  the  surprised  loyalists  fled  to  the  other  end, 
where  they   were  received  hv  the  dragoons  in  full 
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i^anop.  wlio  char_c;'ed  boldly  on  theni  and  ga\-e  them 
anotlier  destructive  vollev.  I'hey  retreated  in  con- 
fnsion  t<;  the  anide  of  th.e  ume,  where  tliey  were 
received  bv  the  inhinir\-  and  char,y,-ed  v/ithi  inipetu- 
os;t\-.  which  clo.-^ed'u])  all  retreat.  The  drag-Qons 
siirrorindcd  then]  and  they  v/ere  cut  to  pieces  in,  the 
vcrv  face. of  the  British  camp  at  Hant^in;:^  Rock."^^= 
One  hnndred  t^'ood  muskets,  recently  isiueci  to 
these  recreavit  Tories,  and 'sixty  horses,  so  much  rn 
demand,  for  the  mounted  riflemen,  were  secured  by 
this  secou-d  ad\-enture.  There  v.-as  joy  in  the 
American,  camp,  confidence  v.'as  restored  and  the 
^rooDs  were  eaeer  to  follow  their  dashing-  leader 
wlicrever  Iris  \-io;ilance  disco\ered  a  place  to  strike. 
Tb.ey  liad  anirs  and  ammunirion  and  horses  uoav, 
furnished  bv  Lord  Cornwallis  througdi  liis  recent 
converts  to  loyalty,  and  they  felt  the  iuipulse  to 
use  them. 

Colonel  Sumter,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Colonel 
Irwin,  of  Nortli  Carolina,  had  made  an  atteUiipt  on 
Flat  Rock,  the  dav  that  Davie  cut  the  loyalists  to 
pieces  at  Hanging  Rock,  but  had  been  repulsed 
with  severe  loss. 

Davie  had  not.  to  this  time,  lost  a  single  man. 
Colonels  Sumter  and  Davie  now  met  at  Lansford, 
on  the  Catawba  River,  and  agreed  to  unite  their 
forces  and  make  a  combiried  attack  on  Hanging 
Rock.     This  was  on  the  5th  day  of  August,  17S0. 

When  Major  Davie  advanced  to  the  W'axhaws, 
General   Rutherford  moved  up  the  Yadkin   River, 

^Wheeler's  History,  vol.  2.  p.  192. 
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hoping;  to  overl:^.ke  or  intercept  Colonel  vSaiirael 
Brvun,  a  Tor}-  leader,  troiii  tlie  irjv,)er  Yadkin,  \v]u> 
had  enil)odied  the  loyalists  of  tiiat  section  and  was 
on  liis  vrav  to  ■joi^i  the  sAvellin;-  nriinbers  of  Lord 
Ccrnwallis. 

Tiiese  Tories  presumed,  tou,  thai  the  strug-g'le 
was  .o\'er,  and-,  like  xaiknres,  were  flnckin;>-  t(.)geiher 
to  sliare  the  pre\-.  Bryan  A\:as  too  fleet  for  Ruther- 
ford. The  news  of 'Raiiisour's  }dill  had  put  expe- 
dition into  the  feet  of  tliese  reriegades,  and  they 
marched  with  great  celerit}-  until  the\-  reached 
HaiH'^in':-''  Rock.     There  were  about  lOO  of  tlienu 

v."  o 

The  garrison  of  Hanging  Rock  had  in  it  now 
these  North  Carolina  Tories,  and  about  the  same 
number  of  Ikirleton's  troops,  who  had  taken  part 
in  the  dreadfui  massacre  of  Bu ford's  men,  r^ear 
where  Davie  lay  in  camp. 

Goadtrd  bv  the  tales  of  horror  which  the  witnesses 
of  that  wretched  butchery  daily  poured  into  his 
ears,  and  mortihed  beyou.d  riieasure  that  North 
Carolina  Tories  vrere  now  in  front  of  him,  in  the 
ranks  of  the  oppressors,  and  remembering  that  his 
own  fellow-cinzeu.,  Captain  Stokes,  had  been  slashed 
and  dismend)ered  of  his  good  right  arm  by  the  men 
who  were  in  the  garrison  of  Hanging  Rock,  Davie 
was  impatient  to  avenge  himself  and  liis  State  upon 
this  miscreant  band.  '"  Tarletonbs  Uuarters,"  mean- 
ine  the  black  flag  of  revenge,  had  become  a  fanuliar 
bv-word  in  the  American  camp,  and  the  soldiers  ot 
Tarleton  had  little  hope  or  reason  to  expect  mercy 
when   the   day   of  reckoning    should    come.     The 
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A\'liigs  of  t1i.it  day  seldDni  had  time  to  take   Torv 
prisoners^  and  uo  place  to  put  them  if  captured. 
I  ?liall  uow  incorporate  tiic  account  of  the 

Battle  o'f  HaxglxCx  Rock 

CIS   rehited.  b\-   iMajor   Da\-ie   hini:>elf.      It  is   taken 
from  AMieelcr's  Histr^rv: 

"On  the  y.h  day  of  Ar.gr.st,  the  detachments  met 
again  at  Larisford,  on  the  Catawba.  Their  strcrigtli  was 
littk:  (liini-aishcd  ;  ^L-ijor  Da\'ie  liad  lost  not  one  man. 
The  y.\;..rt]^  C^irolina  militia  nnder  C'Monel  Irwan  and 
Jvkijor  Davif;  ronnbered  aborit  fn/e  hundred  men,  otficers 
and  pri\-ates,  and  about  thret-  hundred  Siuith  Carolinians 
under  Colonels  Snmter,  kacy  and  Hill. 

"  It  became  a  matter '•!  great  iiupovtance  to  remove 
tiie  enemy  from  their  posts,  and  it  was  supposed,  if  one 
of  tliem  was  taken,  the  other  would  be  evaeViated.  Upon 
a  nreetirig  ot  the  officers,  it  was  deternrined  to  attack  the 
flariging  Rock  on  the  tbllowing  da}-.  As  this  was  an  open 
cairux  tliey  exr,'eCLed  to  be  on  a  more  etpaal  UxUing  wdth 
the  enemy,  and  the  men.  whose  approbation,  in  tlio-^e 
tiuies  was  ab.^olutel}'  reqnaisite,  on  being  informed  of  the 
determmation  ot  th.e  onicers,  entered  intij  the  project 
with  spirit  and  cheerfnln.ess.  The  troops  nuirched  in  the 
evemng  and  lialted  abrait  ndilniglit  within  two  miles  of 
the  enemy's  camp,  and  a  council  was  now  called  to  settle 
tlie  mode  of  attack. 

"Accurate  infornu\Lion  had  been  obtained  of  the 
enemy's  sU nation,  who  were  pretty  strongly  posted  in 
three  divisions. 

"The    ijArrison   of   PLancring  Rock   consisted   of   five 
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hundred  men  ;  one  luiiidred  and  sixty  inhmtr}-  of  Tarle- 
tonVs  Le_':,non,  a  part  of  Colonel  I'.rown's  rc.c^inient,  and 
Er^-an's  XoriJi  Cai-olina  1'ory  ret^iment.  The  whole 
commanded  by  Major  Garden. 

"The  regulars  were  posted  on  th.e  rioht ;  a  part  ot 
the  British  legion  and  Hamilton's  regiment  were  at  sc-me 
houses  in  th.e  .centre,  and  fh-^-an's  regiment  and  other 
lo^"ali^ts  some  distance  on  the  left,  and  separated  trom 
tlie  centre  bv  a  skirt,  of  woods ;  th.e  situation  oi  tlie 
regular  troop-,  could  not  lie  approached  witliout  an  entire 
exposure  of  the  assailants,  and  a  deep  ravine  and  creek 
covered  the  wdiole  of  the  Tor\'  camp. 

''Colonel  Sumter  proposed  that  th.e  detachments 
should  approach  in  th.ree  di\  isions,  inarch  directl>-  to  the 
centre  encrunpnienls,  tlien  dismount,  and  eacii  dtvuvion 
attack  its  camp.  This  plan  v.-a-  approved  by  all  the 
officers  but  Maior  Davie,  who  insisted  on  leaving  the 
horses  at  this  place  and  marcliing  to  the  attack  on  root, 
urging  the  conftision  alwa\s  consequent  on  dismounting 
under  a  fire,  and  the  certainty  oi  losing  the  effect  of  a 
sudden  and  vigorous  attack.  This  objection,  was,  how- 
ever, overruled.  The  divisions  were  soon  made,  and  as 
the  day  broke  the  nuirch  recommenced.  The  gericral 
command  was  crjuferred  on  Colonel  vSun.iter,  as  the  senior 
otFicer  ;  Major  Davie 'led  th.e  column  on  the  right,  con- 
sisting of  his  ov.-n  corps,  .-ome  'v-oluuiteers  under  IVIajor 
Brvan,  and  .some  detached  companies  of  South  Carolina 
refugees  ;  Colonel  Hill  commaiuled  the  left,  composed  of 
South  Carolina  refugees,  and  Colonel  Irv.in  tlte  centre, 
formed  entirely  of  the  IMecklenburg  militia.  They 
turned  to  the  left  of  the  road  to  avoid  the  eutemy's  picket 
and  patrol,  with  an  intention  to  return  to  it  under 
cover  of  a  defile  near  the  canu):  but  the  guides,  either 
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froiii  ii^iiorar.ce  or  tiiindit}',  led  them  so  far  to  the  left 
that  the  riL;ht  centre  and  left  divisions  all  fell  on  the 
Tor\"  enca'.npnient.  These  de\"oted  peoi)le  were  soon 
attacked  in  front  and  fiaiik  and  routed  with  great 
slaii,y;hter,  as  the  Americans  pressed  in  pursuit  of  the 
Tories  wlio  fled  toward  the  centre  er^campm.ent.  Here 
the  AtTiericar,s  received  a  fire  from  one  hundred  and  sixty 
of  the  Legion  intantr}-,  and  se^me  comp/auies  ot  Hamil- 
ton's reg-iment  posted  behind  a  fence;  irat  their  in.ipetn- 
osit\-  was  not  one  moment  checked  b_\-  this  unexpected 
discharge  ;  the\'  pressed  on.  and  tlie  Legion,  infantry 
broke  and  joined  in  the  flight  of  tlie  loyalists,  yielding 
their  can.ip,  without  a  second  efTort,  to  the  militia. 

"At  this  moment  a  part  of  Colonel  Brown's  regiment 
liad  nearly  ch.anged  the  fate  of  the  day.  They,  by  a 
bold  and  skillhil  maneu\Te.  passed  into  a  wood  between 
tlie  Tor\-  and  centre  encampments,  drew  up  unpercei\'ed, 
and  poured  in  a  hea\'\'  lire  (^j  the  militia  forming  irom 
the  disorder  of  th.e  pursuit  on  the  fl:ink  of  the  encam.p- 
merit.  These  brave  men  touk  instincti\'el}-  to  the  trees 
and  brush-heaps,  and  returned  the  fire  with  deadly  effect; 
in  a  fev.-  minutes  there  was  not  a  Brit!>h  oflicer  standing, 
and  many  of  tlie  regiment  had  fallen,  and  tlie  balance, 
on  bein.g  offered  quarters,  threw  down  their  arras. 

''The  remainder  of  the  British  line,  wdio  had  also 
made  a  movement,  retreated  hastilv  towards  their  tornier 
position  and  fi.)rmed  a  hollow  square  in  the  centre  ot  the 
cleared  groiuid. 

'•  Tlie  rout  and  pursuit  of  these  various  corps  by  a 
part  of  one  detachment,  and  plunder  of  the  camp  by 
others,  had  throwm  the   Americans  into  great  confusion. 

"The  utmost  exertions  were  made  by  Colonel  Sumter 
and  the  other  officers  to  carrv  the   men  ou  to  attack  the 
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I]riti?li  square ;  ab';r.t  two  hundred  nieu  ixnd  r)a\'ie's 
dragoons  were  coriccted  and  formed  on  the  Uiargin.  ih 
the  roads,  and  a  b.ea\'y  'out  ineftecLual  iire  was  com- 
menced on  rhelJritibh  troops.  A  large  body  ol  tbiC  enemy, 
consisting  of  the  IvCgion  intantry.  Ibamibuoubs  regiment, 
and  Tories,  \vere  obr-erved  rabl}  ing,  and  formed  on  tb.c 
opposite  side  of  the  British  camp,  near  tlie  wood;  and 
lest  the\'  rniglit  be  induced  to  take  tbiC  Americaris  in 
flank,  Major  L):i\'ie  passed  around  tlie  camp  under  co\'er 
of  the  trees,  and  ciiarged  tliem  with  liis  compan\"  of 
dragoons.  The  troops.  uuAler  tlie  impre.-sions  ot  defeat, 
were  routed  and  dispersed  by  a  liar.dful  of  men. 

''  The  "distan.ce  of  the  square  from  the  \voods,  an.d  the 
fire  of  the  two  ]>ieces  of  field  artillery,  prccented  the 
militia  from  making  ar.y  considerable  impression  on  the 
British  troops,  so  that,  on  i\hijt)r  D;i\ie"s  return,  it  was 
aga'eed  to  plunder  the  encampment  and  retiie.  As  this 
part\'  were  returning  towards  tlie  centre,  some  oi  the 
Legion  c:ivalr\'  api.'^eared  and  advanced  ui:'  in  the  Camden 
road  with  a  countenance  as  if  they  meant  to  keep  tlieir 
position,  but  on  being  charged  by  Davie's  dragoons,  they 
took  the  woods  in  fliglit.  anal  oul\-  one  was  uutdone. 

''A  retreat  was  now  become  absolutel}"  riecessary;  the 
British  commi>sar\-"s  stores  were  taken  m  the  centre 
encampment,  auid  a  number  of  the  men  v.-ere  already 
intoxicated;  the  greatest  part  were  loaded  with  plunder, 
and  those  in  a  condition  to  fight  had  exhausted  their 
ammunition.  Al)0'nt  an  hour  luad  been  em|)lo\'ed  in 
plunderiuxg  the  camp,  taking  the  paroles  of  the  British 
otlicers,  and  preparing  litters  for  the  wounded. 

"All  this  was  done  in  tnll  viev.-  of  the  British  arm^-, 
who  consoled  themselves  with  some  militar>  music,  and 
an  interhide  of  three  cheers  for  King  George,  which  was 
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iinniediateb."  answered  by  three  cheers  fi-.r  the  hero  ot 
America.  The  militia  at  length  j^ot  into  the  line  of 
march.,  Davie  and  his  (h'a,c;oons  covering  the  rerreat;  bnt 
as  the  troor'S  vrcre  loaded  with  phmder,  and  encunibcred 
witli  their  wounded  friend.s,  and  man\-  of  tlic:u  intoxi- 
cate'K  thiis  retreat  wa.s  not  jjcrfornie'l  in  th.e  1  e~i  militar}' 
>t\-le.  Hovv-tver,  under  all  fh.ese  disadvan:a„:es,  the}' 
•iled  off  Uiitnolested,  along"  the  fron.t  of  th.e  er.r-ny.  about 
one  o'clock. 

"  Th.e  loss  of  the  Americans  was  never  correctly  ascer- 
tained,  for  want  of  regular  returns,  and  man\-  of  the 
wounded  being  carried  ininiediatcl}'  honne  from  action. 
Captain  Read,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Captain  McClure, 
of  Soutli  Carulina,  were  killed.  Colonel  Hill,  South 
Carolina,  l\h,Jor  W'ynn,  South  Carulina,  C'y.'iain  Craig- 
head, Lieutenant   Fleucher.  linsign   McLinn,    wounded. 

''  The  British  loss  greatly  exceeded  our--.  The  loss  oi 
Bryan's  regiment  v.'as  se'.'ere.  Sixt\'-two  ot  Tarleton's 
Legion  were  killed  and  v\-oroii"led. 

'*^Llior  Davie's  corps  suftered  much  wliile  t\-irig  their 
horses  and  f-jmiirig  under  a  hea\-}-  tire  irom.  the  Tories, 
a  measure  v.'hicli  he  h'ld  reprobate^l  in  the  council  which 
had  decided  on  the  mode  of  attack. 

"It  is  an  e\'incible  trait  in  the  character  of  militia, 
tliat  tliey  v  111  onh'  obev  th.eir  own.  c^fhcers  in  time  or 
action,  and  this  battle  wordd  ha\-e  been  more  decisive 
had  tlie  troops  not  fallen  into  confusion  in  pursuit  of  the 
lo}-alistsand  the  Legion  infantr}-,  by  which  circumstances 
the  different  regiments  became  mixed  and  confounded; 
or,  had  the  divisions  of  this  arm\-  left  their  horses  where 
ii  was  propo-ed  they  sliould,  and  marclied  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  liave  assailed  each  encampment  at  the  same 
•time,   a   vigorous   and  sudden   attack    might   have  pre- 
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vent^.^d  tilt-  P>riti>li  irorn  availino-  themselves  of  tlit-ir 
superior  di.^cipline;  the  other  eiicaiiipnieMts  tni-.st  Jiive 
been  soon  carrirrh  and  tlie  corp.^  rcnurinin^j;  distiric!:,, 
%vould  have  been  in  a  situation  to  push.  an\-  advantages 
that  Davie's  coin-urn-  might  have  gained  o\"er  the  British 
line. 

''  This  account  is  nearly  i'frhali)u  from,  tlie  manuscript 
left  by  Mr.  Da\-ie. 

''After  the  ai^fair  at  Hanging' Rock,  }>I:ii^,>r  I)a\-ie  con- 
ve}'ed  his  wounded  to  a  hospital,  which  his  foresiglit 
liad  proxdded  at  Cliarlotte,  then  hastericd  to  the  geireral 
rendezvous  for  the  army  under  General  Gates  at  Riigely\s 

Mihs. 

''(.)n  the  iotli  of  August,  17S0,  about  ten  miles  from 
Camden.,  iMajor  Davie,  on  his  way  to  unite  his  forces 
with  General  Gates,  met  a  soldier.  He  was  an  American, 
and  \va.>  in  full  bpced.  He  arrested  him  as  a  deserter, 
but  soon  learuicd  frouji  liitti  that  on  that  fatal  da}',  the 
whole  American  army,  under  General  (lates,  and  the 
whole  British  force,  under  Cornwall  is,  iiad  met,  aird 
that  the  British,  were  triumphant.  This  unexpected 
infor  nation  was  too  soon  conrinned  by  the  appearance  of 
General  Grates  himself,  in  full  dight. 

"  General  (rates  desired  IMajor  Davie  to  fall  back  on 
Charlotte,  or  the  dragoons  would  soon  l)e  on  him.  He 
replied,  'His  men  were  accu.stomed  to  Tarleton,  and  did 
not  fear  him. '    .  Ciates  had  no  time  to  argue,  l.nit  passed  on. 

"Of  General  Pluger,  who  then  rode  up,  i\Iajor  Davie 
asked  how  far  the  directions  of  Gates  ought  to  be  obeyed, 
who  answered,  'Just  as  far  as  you  please,  for  you  will 
never  see  him  again.'  He  again  sent  a  gentleman  who 
overtook  General  Gates,  to  say,  that  if  he  wished,  he 
would  return  and  bury  his  dead.  The  answer  of  Gates 
was,    '  I  sav  retreat  !      Let  the  dead  burv  the  de.irl. '  '" 
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The  massacre  of  Buford's  iiien  was  partiauy 
aveni^^ed.  Brvau's  Tories  ended  their  ^veary  march 
to  fall  before  "the  sabres  of  Davie's  dragoons,  and 
learned  that  treachery  ^vas  as  dangerous  as  it  ^vas 
dishonorable.  _  ^ 

The  Americans  had  now    crossed  bayonets   witn 
Briti'^h    infantry,    flushed    with   victory   and  pride, 
and  led  thorn  away  captive.      The  spell  of  inxdnci- 
bilitv   which    had   surrounded    them   was   broken, 
*  their  prestige  was  gone,  and  thev   were   no  longer 
dreaded   nor    feared    bv    the    Americans.     Ma j err 
Davie  retreated   to  Charlotte   sullen   and   irritatea, 
and  was  rejoiced  Avlien   a   leader  came  im  whom  lie 
conhdcd.      Leaving  him  at  Charlotte,  I   will   follow 
another  band  of  patriots,  who   had  gathered  on  the 
right  of  Davie  and  under  leaders  as  impetuous  and 
bdd,  if  not  as  accomplished,  as  he.  and  whose  track 
was  marked  by   victory  and  vengeance  keen   and 

severe. 

1^,    ,_Qp^^  T^efore   the   formation   of  the  State  ^ot 

Tennessee,  the  counties  of  Wasliington  and  Sulli- 
van, the  homes  of  Colonel  Isaac  Shelby  and  Colonel 
John  Sevier— "Xollichucky  Jack"  as  his  soldiers 
and  neighbors  familiarly  and  lovingly  called  him— 
were  in^orth  Carolina,  and  both  of  these  military 
heroes  held  civil  and  military  off.ces  in   this   State. 

Both  of  these  men  were  the  friends  and  fellow- 
soldiers  of  Colonel  Charles  McDowell,  of  Burke, 
and  their  lives  ran  parallel  even  to  the  storming  ot 
King^s  Mountain  and  the  death  of  Patrick  Ferguson. 

Governor  Swain,  in   the   University  Magazine  of 


?slarch,  i86t,  sn-.-s  tliat  the  most  correct  account  ^:■'I 
the  cxpeclitioi;s,  in  the  su miner  ot  178..?.,  o[  McDowell 
and  Shielby,  is  found  in_  tlie  "Xation.al  Portrait  (Ijal- 
lery'"  niow  before  r.ie),  and  thai!  it  was  known  to 
have  been  written  substantially  b\' Shelby  himself ; 
and  I  shall  oHer  no  apoiO'^y  for  transferring-  it  to 
these  pages.  Mv  obit-ct  in  this  work  is  to  give  as 
n.eLirlv  as  possibl-.::  0.W  exact  truth  ot  hi:siMr\",  and  1 
can  inntgine  no  satcr  gunde  to  such  a  result  than  to 
let  tliose  who  nuide  the  iiistory,  if  they  be  honest 
and  true,  tell  the  tale.  .Man_v  authors,  in  endeavor- 
ing to  extract  truth  from  cotenaporar_v  narratives, 
give  tlie  gloss  r.f  tlieir  own  feelings  or  judgment  to 
the  act^  tliev  record  and  seize  onh*  upon  such  tacts 
as  seem  esseritial  to  establish  their  own  opinion  of 
these  deeds : 

Colonel  Isaac  Shhlp.v  .vxd  Coloxhl  Charles 
i\IcDov\-ELi/s  Ca:\ipai<;.\'  lv  17S0. 

•'In  the  sinmuer  of  17S0,  Colonel  Shelby  was  in  Keii- 
Luckv  loc:itir.g  and  securino-  those  lan.cls  which  he  liad 
five  vears  previous! v  marked  out  and  improved  tor  hnn- 
self,  wh'.-rn  the  intelligence  of  the  surrender  of  Cliarleston, 
and  tlic  loss  of  tlie  arm}-,  re-ached  that  comatry.  He 
retrnned  lionie  in  Jul}-  of  chat  vear,  detcrmiricd  to  enT.er 
the  service  of  inis  countrv,  and  remain  in  it  until  her 
independence  slundd  be  secm"ed.  He  could  not  contnme 
to  be  a  cool  spectator  of  a  contest  in  which  th.c  dearest 
riehts  and  interests  of  his  countrv  were  involved. 

"On  his  arrival  in  Sullivan,  he  found  a  requisition  from 
Colonel  Charles  McDowell,  requesting  liim  to  fnrnisli  all 


[77) 

the  aid  in  liis  j.owtr  to  clicck  the  enemy,  whiO  luid  o\"er- 
nni  thf  iv.'O  Southern  Slates,  and  were  on  the  borders  of 
Xorth  Carolina.  Coh-'ncl  Sl)elb\-  assembled  th.e  militia 
of  his  cormty,  and  called  npon  them  to  \-olnntecr  their 
ser\"ice5  for  a  short  time  on  that  interesting- occasion,  and 
marched,  m  a  few  da\s,  vvitli  three  hundred  mounted 
riflemen,  across  the  .\Heglian\-  Mountains. 

''  In.  a  short  time  after  his  arrival  at  IMcDoweirs  camp, 
near  tlie  Cherokee  Ford  of  Inroad  Ri\'er,  Coksnel  Shelbx', 
Lieutenant  Colonels  Sevier  and  Clarke,  tlie  latter  a 
refugee  officer  from  Georgia,  were  detach.ed,  with  six 
hundred  men.,  to  surprise  a  post  of  the  enem>"  in  front, 
on  the  waters  of  the  Pacolet  River.  It  was  a  strong  fort, 
surrounded  by  abattis,  built  in  the  Clierokee  'war,  and 
comn.ianded  by  tliat  distinguished  loyalist,  Caj>tain  Pat- 
rick Moore.  On  the  second  summons  to  surrender,  after 
the  .vnnericans  had  surrounded  the  post  v.'itliin  musket 
shot,  Captain  Moore  surrendered  the  garrison,  with  one 
British  sergeant  major,  nin.et\'-three  loyalists,  and  tvs'o 
hundred  and  fift)-  stand  of  arms,  loaded  with  ball  and 
buckshot,  and  so  arranged  at  the  portholes  as  to  have 
repulsed  double  the  number  of  the  American  detach- 
ment. 

"Shortly  after  this  ahair,  Coi()nels  Shelb}'  and  Clarke 
were  detached,  with  six  hundred  mounted  men,  to  watch 
the  mo\'enien.ts  of  the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  to  cut  up 
his  foraging  parties. 

"Ferguson,  who  commanded  the  enemy,  about  twen- 
ty-five hundred  strong,  composed  of  British  and  Tories, 
with  a  sniall  squadron  of  British  horse,  was  an  officer  of 
great  enterprise,  and,  although  only  a  major  in  the 
British  line,  was  a  brigadier  general  in  the  ro\'aI  militia 
establishment,  made  by  the  enerav  after  he  had  overrun 


South  Ci:rol:r.a,  aiicl  was  esteemed  tlie  niost  di5tingui>lied 
partisan  officer  in  the  British  army. 

''  He  made-several  attempts  to  surprise  Colonel  SlieFov, 
but  Ids  dcsio-ns  were  battled.  On  the  first  of  .Vugust, 
however,  hi-  advance,  about  six  or  ^even  hundred  strong, 
came  np  with  the  An.iericau  couanuuidcr  at  a  place  he 
had  chosen  ibr  battle,  called  Cedar  Spring,  where  a  sharp 
coihhct  ensued  for  half  an  hour,  when  Ferguson 
approaciied  with  his  wh.ole  lurce.     , 

'^Thc  An.ericar.s  tiieu.  retreated,  carrving  off  the  field 
fiftv  prisoners,  mostly  British,  including  two  officers. 

*^Tlie  enomv  made  great  efforts  for  five  miles  to  regain 
the  prisoners  ;  but  the  American  commander,  by  fornnng 
frequently  on  the  naost  advantageous  ground  to  give 
battle,  so  reiardcd  the  pursuit  that  the  prisoners  were 
placed  beyoa.d  their  reach.  The  American  loss  was  ten 
or  twelve'killed  aiid  wounded.  It  wa^  in  the  severest 
part  of  this  action,  that  Colonel  Shelby's  attention  was 
arrested  bv  the  heroic  conduct' of  Colonel  Clarke.  He 
often  mentioried  the  circu.mstance  of  cea.^ing  in  the 
midst  of  battle,  to  look  witii  astonishment  and  admira- 
tion at  Clarke  fighting. 

^'General  McDowell  having  received  information  that 
five  or  six  hundred  Tories  were  encamped  at  Musgrove's 
Mill,  on  the  south  side  oi  the  Enoree,  about  forty  nnles 
distant,  again  detached  Colonels  Shelbv,  Clarke  and  Wil- 
liams, of  South  Carolina,  with  about  seven  hundred 
horsemen,  to  surprise  and  disperse  them.  }.Iajor  Fergu- 
son, with  his  whole  force,  occupied  a  position  immediately 

on  the  route. 

^' The  American  commanders  took  up  their  line  of 
march  from  Smith's  Ford  of  Broad  River,  just  before 
sundown,  on  the  evening  of  the  iSth    of  August,  1780, 


coutiniied  iliro'i^'li  tlic  woods  luilil  'lurk,  ami  tlicii  pur- 
sued a  road,  leaxdn^-  Fcroiisou's  camp  cdoout  three  uiiles 
to  the  left.  Tlie}'  rode  \'er>"  hard  all  uii;ht,  trequenlly 
ill  a  gallop,  and  JU--;l  at  the  dawn  ot' clay,  about  a  half  a 
nnle  from  the  enemy's  camp,  met  a  stroni;  patrol  part)'. 
A  short  skirnrish  ensiuid,  and  several  of  them  wetc  killed. 
At  that  juncture,  a  countr_\-mau,  living  just  at  han.d, 
came  up  ar^d  iut'brmed  them  thai  the  enemy  hacl  been 
reinforced  the  e\"en!ng  before  witli  six  h.undred  regular 
troops  (the  Queen's  American  regiment  from  Xew 
York,  un.der  Coloniel  Inn.es,  dtrstin.ed  to  reinforce  Fergu- 
son's army.)  The  circumstances  atten.'ling  the  ipiforma- 
tion  Avere  so  mira.ite  lliat  no  doubt  \va.-  entertained  of  its 
truth.  To  march  on  and  attack  tlie  en.enn-  then  seemed 
to  be  improper;  fatigued  and  exhnusted  as  were  the 
Americans  and  their  horses,  to  attempt  an  escape  was 
impossible.  The\'  instant'y  determined  to  form  a  breast- 
work of  old  logs  and  brush,  arid  make  the  best  defence 
in  their  power.  Capiain  Inman  was  sent  out  with 
twentN'-five  men  to  !ueet  the  enenuy  and  skirmish  \\dth 
them  as  soon  as  the\-  crossed  the  Enoree  Ri\-er. 

"The  sonnd  of  their  drum  and  bn.gle  horns  soon 
announced  their  nu^\-emcnts-  Captain  Inman  was  ordered 
to  fire  upon  them  and  retreat,  according  to  his  own  dis- 
cretion. This  stratagem  (which  was  the  suggestion  of 
the  Captain  himself)  drew  the  enemy  out  in  disorder, 
supposing  the\'  liad  forceil  the  whole  party  ;  and  when 
they  came  up  within  seventy  }'ards,  a  most  destructive 
fire  commenced  from  the  American  riflemen,  who  were 
concealed  behind  the  breastwork  of  logs.  It  was  an  hour 
before  the  enemy  couKl  force  the  riflemen  from  their 
slender  breastwork  ;  and  just  as  they  began  to  give  away 
in  some  parts,  Colonel  Innes  was  wounded,  and  all  the 
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Piriti-~h  offictr.s,  except  ci  sTiLiaUcni,  l)eing  previously  ki; '.eel 
or  wounded,  and  Caplain  Hawsev ,  a  uolcd  leader  aiin  »n,o; 
tlie  Tories  hem,!;-  sliot  down,  the  wliole  of  tlie  euenu-'s 
lin.e  con.r.neiicedi  a  retreat.  'idie  Americans  pursued 
th.eni  closel) ,  aaid  bea.t  them  across  the  ri\'er. 

•'In  tliis  pursuit  Captain  Innian  was  killed,  bra'x'eh' 
fighting  tlie  enemy  liand  to  liand.  Colonel  Siielb}'  com- 
manded the  right  A\ing,  Colonel  Clarke  the  left,  ar.d 
Colonel  W'iliiam.s  th.e  ceritre.  According  to  r\IcCairs 
History  of  Georgia,  tlieonl}'  work  in  whicli  tliis  battle  is 
jioticed,  the  Kritis'i  loss  is  stated  tc^  be  sixty-thiee  killed 
and  one  hun.dred  and  sixt}'  wounded  and  taken;  the 
American  los-  to  be  four  killed  an.d  niuie  wounded. 
Amongst  the  former,  Captain  Inman  an'd  amongst 
the  latter,  Colonel  Clarke  and  Captain  Clarke.  The 
Americans  returned  to  their  liorses,  and  mounted  with  a 
determination  to  be.  before  night,  at  Xinety-Six,  at  that 
time  a  weak  British  post,  distant  onl}'  thirty  miles.  At 
that  moment  an  express  came  up  from  General  IMcDoweli 
in  great  haste,  witli  a  slicrt  letter  in  his  han.d  from  Gov- 
ernor Caswell,  dated  on  tlie  battle  grouiud,  apprising 
IMcDowell  of  the  defeat  of  the  American  grand  anny 
nn<]er  General  Crates,  on  the  i6th,  near  Camden,  ar.d 
adx'ising  liim  to  get  out  of  the  way,  as  the  enenp."  would. 
no  doubt,  enidea\-or  to  impro\'e  their  \-ictor\-,  to  the 
greatest  advantage,  by  dc^tro\'ing  all  the  small  corps  of 
the  American  armv. 

•'Itv.-as  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  Colonel  Shelb\' 
knew  Go\-ernor  Caswell's  handwriting,  and  what  reli- 
ance to  place  upon  it  ;  but  it  was  a  difficult  task  to  a\'oid 
the  enem\-  in.  his  rear,  his  troops  and  their  horses  being 
fatigued,  and  encumbered  Vvith  a  large  number  of  British 
prisoners.    Tliese,  however,  were  immediately  distributed 
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raiiorLg-st  tlic  cuinpauies,  so  as  to  make  one  to  everv  three 
men,  who  carried  them  aUenialeh-  on  horsel'ack,  direct! )■ 
towards  the  m'jimtaiiis.  Th.e  Americans  continued  their 
nia'-ch  all  thiat  day  -and  iii;^dit,  a;id  the  next  da}-  tmtil 
late  in  the  e\ef.ing,  without  even  halting  to  refresh. 
Tliis  long  and  rapid  march  saved  them  ;  as  the}-  were 
pursued,"  until  kite  iu  tlie  afternoon  of  tlie  second  dav 
attcr  the  action,  b}-  a  strong  detachfnent  from  i^erguson's 
army.  Colonel  Shelb\-,  after  seeing  the  pjart\-  and  pris- 
oners uut  of  danger,  retreated  to  the  western  waters  with 
his  tollowers,  and  lett  the  prisoners  in  charge  of  Colonels 
Clarke  and  Williams,  tc)  conve}-  them  to  some  point  of 
security  in  \hrginia  ;  for  at  tliat  riioment  there  was  not 
the  appearance  of  a  corps  of  Americans  south  of  that 
State. 

'•The  panic  which  fallowed  the  defeat  of  Gates  and 
Smntcr  induced  the  corps  of  McDowell's  army  to  dis- 
perse, some  to  tlie  west  and  some  to  the  north.  The 
brillianc}-  of  this  atTair  was  obscured,  as  indeed  were  all 
the  minor  incidents  of  tlie  previous  war,  bv  the  deep 
gloom  whirh  o\-erspread  tlie  public  mind  after  the  disas- 
trous defeat  of  General  Crates." 

This  was  the  foretaste  that  Fergitsoii  had  of 
these  '^  dare-devils,"  "  over-niotmtaiii  men;"  these 
liard_v  hunters  and  Indian  fighters  of  the  mountain 
wilderness  ;  tliese  cliildren  of  nature,  Vv-hose  expe- 
rience and  common  sense  were  their  onlv  guides, 
and  whose  sleepless  vigilance  was  their  protection 
from  danger.  T]ie\'  all  carried  the  DeckhaiTl  rifle, 
called  for  the  maker,  who  lived  in  Lancaster,  Penn- 
sylvania.     It  vas   general! v  three    feet  six    inches. 
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loiH^,  weiq'lied  r.boiit  stveii  pounds,  and  ran  seventy 
bullets  to  the  pound  of  lead.  This  ritle  was  reuiavk- 
able  for  the  pn^eision  and  the  distance  of  its  shot/'" 

Fer,Q:r^son  hirriself  w.'s  one  of  the  finest  riile 
sliots  in.  the  world,  arid  was  the  inventor  of  a  breech- 
loading  ritle  used  at  that  date  in  the  British  army. 
It  could  be  fired  se\'en  tiuiies  a  minute.  He,  there- 
fore, Iniew  how  ef!ecti\'e  the  rifle  was  iu  the  hands 
of  a  steady  and  dccerrnined  soldier,  and  he  dreaded 
the  en.couriter  with  these  men  wdiich  was,  in  the 
near  future,  before  hin.i.'!- 

There  was  still  a  third  partisan  corps  of  Xorth 
Carolinians  that  gathered  to  the  left  of  Davie  on 
the  Pee  Dee. 

A  corisiderat)le  nundDer  of  Xorth  Carolina  militia 
assembled  on  tlie  20th  of  Juh'  at  Anson  Court 
House.  Obser\  ing  tliis  movemen.t  i\[ajor  i\[cAr- 
thur,  wdio  comnian.ded  the  British  torces  on  the  Pee 
Dee,  called  in  his  detachments  and  marched  to  join 
the  roval  arm\-  at  Camden.  On  the  day  that  he 
left,  the  inhabitants,  distressed  by  IMcArthur's 
depredations  upon  theuu  generally  took  up  arms. 
Lord  Xairne  and  one  hun.dred  and  six  invalids, 
descen.ding  the  ri\'er,  were  made  prisoners  b}-  a 
party  of  the  Americans  commanded  by  Major 
Thomas,  who  had  lately  been  received  as  loyal  sub- 
jects. A  large  boat,  well  filled  with  supplies  for 
McArtliur,    was   also   seized.      All    the   new-made 

*Ramsav's  Annals  of  Tennessee,  p.  22S. 
fRamsay's  Annals  of  Tennessee,  p.  224. 
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Britifli    niiliriri   ofii':ers>   exceptin,^'   CoLjiiel   IMills/'; 
were  made  ])risoners  b\-  their  own  uvn^r'r 

Wliilc  these  partiscin  leaders  in  Western  North 
Carolina,  volunteers  witliouit  ^v■a!:;es  or  rations, 
were  threatenino-  and  attacking-  the  Britisli  ont- 
postsand  interce]>ting  anddestrowino-  their  c(_>n\'(-y5. 
the  niilit"a  of  tlie  Slate  was  assendjling  at  Cheraw 
Hill,  in  Sonth  Carolm-a,  wliere  Jiev  arrived  abont 
the  I  St  day  of  August,  i^/So.  This  point  is  jnst 
across  the  State  line,  sixt\--five  nnles  from  Char- 
lotte and  one  hundred  and  six  miles  from  A\'il- 
mington.  The  n.ien.  of  tlie  west  were  under  Briga- 
dier General  Rntlierford  of  Rowan,  those  of  the 
east  under  General  Isaac  Gregorv  of  Cainden 
Conntv.  and  those  from  tlie  centre  under  General 
John  Butler  of  Orange.  Tlris  last  vas  an  old  Regu- 
lator, for  whose  head  Tr\-on  had  offered  a  high 
reward  in  1771.  Butler  had  UiCver  ceased  to  hope 
and  to  struggle  for  frtredonu  The  militia,  to  tise  a 
familiar  term,  were  '^  ravr  ''  and  nndh-,eiplinecl  and 
not  accustomed  to  be  organized  into  large  bodies. 
Their  mode  of  lighting  \\-as  in  snnall  bands,  under 
chosen  leaders  indi\-idnallv  known  to  everv  soldier 
in  the  ranks,  and  thev  followed  their  leader  because 
they  confided  in  him  persanallv.  Person.al  faith 
gave  them  steadiness  and  energv.  The  rifle  was 
their  weapon  and  a  tree  their  protection  from  tlie 
cavalrv  and  the  bayonet.  In  this  mode  vof  watfare 
tlie\-  excelled;   tliey  knew  but  little  of  any  other. 

*Car)ture<l  at  King's  IMountain  and  hung. 
tRamsay's  Histor\-  of  South  Carolina,  p.  202. 
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These  generals  were  all  sincere  patriuts  and  brave 
men.  "  General  Rutlit-rfurd  was  an  Irislmian  bv 
birtii.  nncultivatcd  in  niin.d  and  manner.^,  but  bra\  e, 
ardent  and  patriuticd''^'  and,  no  doubt,  as  impulsive 
ni  his  nature:  as  any  son  of  the  Elmerald  Isle  and 
as  heartily  opposLil  to  British  t\-rann\'  as  anv  of 
l;is  racL'.  He  resided  west  of  Salishiir\-.  in  the 
Locke  settlement.  He  \\-as  an  Indian  hghter  and 
liad  commanded  2,400  men  in  1776  in  a  successful 
invasion  of  the  Cherokee  nation.  Of  General 
Gregory-  we  knov,-  but  little,  br.t  that  little  is  honj- 
orable  al"ike  to  his  courage  and  liis  patriotism.  He 
shed  his  blood  for  the  cause. 

General  Horatio  Gates,  the  captor  of  PJiirgo\'ne's 
army,  the  accidental  \-ictor  of  one  battle,  had,  on  the 
i3tli  day  of  Jurie,  been  appointed  bv  Congress  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  Southern  arm\-  and  about 
the  25th  of  July  he  reached  tlie  camp  of  HeKalb. 
on  Deep  River,  in  Xorth  Carolina,  sex-entA'-five 
miles  UiOrtheast  of  Caswelks  camp  at  Cheraw,  and 
superseded  him.  Sad  day  for  American  history 
when  vanity  and  arrogance  were  promoted  o\-er 
iinselhsh  courage  and  conser\'ative  j  udgment ;  when 
the  nKirtini.et  ranked  the  soldier,  and  the  adventurer 
took  connnand  of  the  patriot. 

•  General  W'asliington  greatly  desired  to  have 
General  Xathanael  Greene  appointed  to  this  com- 
mand, but  poptilar  enthusiasm  had  become  so  much 
aroused  by  the  capture  of  Burgo\-ne  that  the  people 
and  their  representatives  in    Congress  were  deaf  to 

■■"'Wheeler,  vol.  2,  p.  ^Sn. 
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every  renKMistrancecind  inipalio'it  uf  any  siii^gestioii 
which  questioned  th.e  g-reatness  and  invincibility 
of  General  (kites.  It  was  said  that  \\'ashing-ton 
'"had  siairx  his  thousands,  h/nt  (d-ate^  had  slain  his 
tens  of  thons;>nds."  Tlie  opposition  of  V\'ashino;ton. 
was  attribnted  to  iea]ons\'  an.d  env\'  and  he  was 
compelled  to  \'ield  relnctantlv  to  the  p;.ipular  clamor. 
It  was  a  repetition  of -tlie  old'stor^'  of  republics  in 
which  the  peopjle  sing  hosannas  on.e  dav  to  the 
conq-nerin.g  hero  and  crv  ''crncif\'  him"  the  next; 
but  the  people  are  ninch  like  cliildren.  or  ''foolish 
\drgins'' — thev  seldom  learn  wisdom,  except  in  the 
suffering  school  of  experierice.  Like  children  tliev 
often  need  to  be  restrained  or  forced,  as  occasion 
ma\"  reqrd.re,  by  a  master's  hand.  A  little  ivrannv 
might  hart  been  Vvdudesumc  in  i  7S0,  but  Washing- 
ton had  no  element  of  thxis  character  in  liis  nature. 
He  preferred  sacritice  wdtli  tlie  pec-ple  rather  than 
glor}'  or  success  tii rough  tlie  exercise  of  arbitrary 
povrer.  Ke  not  onlv  vielded  to  Congress  but  gave 
to  Gates  Uiiore  than  one-fourth  of  his  best  troops, 
regulars  and  veterans  innn  Alarvland  an.d^  Delaware. 
A  strauige  infatuati.ju  took  possession  of  General 
Gates;  he  contemned  cavalrv  and  heard  witli 
inditference  the-  suggestion  of  their  necessitv  in  an 
open  country  where  tliev  could  move  with  celeritv 
and  obtain  the  information  so  absoluteh'  necessarv 
to  the  success  of  militarv  operatior.s.  CaA'alr^-  are 
iiguratively  called  the  e3'es  and  ears  of  an  army, 
and  these  Gates  closed  and  went  fonvard  like  the 
blind  leadiu''-  the  blind,   and  the  ditch    of  disaster 
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was  not  far  rciiic-x-ed.  Caswell  lias  been  accused  .of 
''disregarding-  orders  from  the  vanity  of  actino- 
separateh',"'-'  but  Grates  was  eqnallv  foolish  in 
making  no  attempt  to  reconcile  these  differences 
and  secure  unity  and  harnion\-  (vf  action.  DeKalb, 
wise,  prudent  and  cautious,  advised  that  Ccnmden 
should  be  approached  from  the  direction  of  2\Ieck- 
len.biirg  and  Rovean,  where  stores  could  be  procured 
tor  the  army  and  a  line  of  retreat  be  prepared  in. 
the  e\-ent  ot  disaster;  but  Gates  was  imperious  and 
obstinate  and  would  listen  to  no  plan  except  march- 
ing directb,-  through  a  barren  Vvilderness  to  attack 
Rawdon,  without  inquiring  what  was  his  force  or  the 
strength  of  his  sitriation. 

"Orders  v-ere  inimediatelv  issued  to  tlie  troops 
to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  move  at  a 
moment's  vrarrdng,  and  on  the  27th  Julv,  1780,  the 
army  was  marching  in  the  direct  route  across  the 
barrens  to  Mark's  Ferry  on  the  Pee  Dee.  He  had 
not  at  this  time  or^e  da3'\s  provision  to  serve  out  for 
his  army."-;-  Or.  the  7th  da\'  of  August  Gates 
formed  a  jiuiction  ^\-ith  CasAvell  and  on  the  13th  the 
combined  forces  er.camped  at  Rugelv's  INIills  near 
Camden.  The  next  day  General  Stevens  of  \hr- 
ginia  came  up  with  a  brigade  of  militia.  In  the 
meantime  Lord  Corn. walks,  liaving  been  apprised 
ot  the  advance  of  the  American  armv,  left  Charleston 
with  a  large  reinforcement  and  reached  Lord  Raw- 
don  at  Camden  before  dawn  of  the  14th,  and  at  ten 

^Bancroft,  vol.  5,  p.  3.S4. 

+Johnsoii's  Life  of  Greene,  vol.  i,  p.  20_l. 
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.ydock  Oil  the  niglil  of  the  15th  set  his  troops  in 
moiio;]  in  the  liope  of  attacking  the  Americans  at 
the  break  of  day. 

-  General  (^atts  was  wholly  ignorant  that  Coni- 
walli:^  had  reinforced  Ra\\don.  and  snpposnig  that 
he  conld  obtain  an  eas}-  victory  over  the  latter,  who 
was  mU^rior  in  numbers,  he  put  the  American  army 
in  motion  on.  the  nigdit  t^f  the  15th  of  August  also, 
Vv'itli  the  view  of  surprising  Lord  Rawcloni. 
'  ''The  unhappv  fate  \\hich  awaited  him  is  that 
which  must  ever  attend  the  commander  who  neg- 
lects the  hieans  of  intelligence,  hlis  laurels  were 
strewn  in  the  dust,  his\eneral)le  head  bo\l-ed  down 
with  humiliation,  an  army  destroyed  and  the  South- 
ern States  brought  to  the  verge  ot  ruin."'- 

Both  armies  unexpectedly  met  in  the  night.  The 
British  iired  into  Colonel  Arnuuid's  cavalry  which 
became  disordered  and  fled,  but  the  infantry  under 
Porterfeild  and  Armstrong,  of  North  Carolina, 
cheeked  th.e  advance.  Both  armies  were  surprised 
and  apprehensive,  and  l:)y  mutual  consent,  as  it  were, 
withdrew  to  await  the  attack  of  the  other.  W  hen 
the  long  night  of  wear}-  suspense  had  passed  the 
lines  of  battle  were  formed,  which  B;uicroit  thus 
describes:  "Tlie  position  of  Lord  Cornwallis  was 
most  favorable.  A  swamp  on  each  side  secured  his 
flanks  against  the  superior  numbers  ot  the  Ameri- 
cans. At  daybreak  his  last  dispositions  vs-ere  made. 
The  front  line,  to  which  was  attached  two  six- 
pounders  and  two  three-pounders,  was  commanded 
on   tlie  right   bv   Lieutenant   Colonel   Webster,  on 

"•■Johiir^on's  Life  ofOireent,  vol.  i,  p.  ::47- 
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the  left  i>v  Lord  Rav\  rlt)ii ;  a  battalion  witli  a  six- 
poinicler  "'.ras  posted  behind  eacli  wing-  as  a  reserve  ; 
thie  ca\"alr\'  \\x-re  iii  tlie  rear  read\-  to  eharo;e  or  to 
putrsue. 

''  On  the  Arneriean  side  tlie  seeond  r\Iar\dan(l 
brigade  witli  Gist  for  its  brigadier,  and  tlic  men  of 
DelaAvare  oecnpied  thie  right  under  DeKalb;  the 
North  Carolin;,..  division,  witli  Caswelh  the  ecntre, 
and  Ste\-en5  with  the  newlv  arrived  \'irginia  militia, 
the  left ;  the  best  troops  on  tlie  side  strongest  bv 
nature,  the  worst  on  the  weakest. 

''Tiie'hrst  jJarvland  b»riGaude,  at  tlie  head  of  vehieli 
Sniallw':'od  should  ha\'e  appeared,  formed  a  second 
line  about  two  hundred  yards  in  the  rearo^'  the  first. 
The  artiller}'  v.as  divided  between  the  two  brigades^  ■' 

This  corresponds  witli  the  account  given  b\' 
Steadinan.t 

The  opposite  armies  being  thus  arranged  in  order 
of  battle.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Webster  v\"as  ordered 
bv  Lord  Cornnallis  to  ad\anee  and  charge  the 
enem\-.  The\'  ni-^t  Stevens  on  the  left,  who  was  also 
advancing.  The  \hrginia  militia  were  untrained 
and  undisciplined  and  soon  ga\-e  wa\",  the  retreat 
became  a  rout  and  tliey  lied  in  e\'ery  direction, 
throvring  awav  their  arms  and  knapsacks  and  intent 
oulv  on  escaping  from  tlie  cavaliw,  Vv-hich  Lhe\- 
dreaded,  in  their  rear.  The  left  flank  of  the  Xorth 
Carolina  militia  being  thus  exposed  to  a  raking  fire 
from   the   advancing   British    line    and   haA'ing   no 

*Bancroft,  vol.  5,  pp.  3S7-'S. 

tHistory  Aniericua  War,  vol.  2,  p.  20S. 
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c:i\a'lr\-  to  prott-ci"  theni,  begaii  aUo  to  ;zive  way. 
Gencriil  Ruthei'ford  ;icted  with  distiiig'uished  ;^ui- 
jantr\',  until  he  received  :i  musket  ball  ihroui^'h  his 
Ihig-I'.  wincli  disabled  liim  and  lie  was  captured. 
General  Butler  A-aini y  endeax-ored  to  beep  the  centre 
of  the  Xorui  Carolina  line  in  p<:;sition,  but  it  and  a 
part  of  the  line  u"inler  General  Gregor\-,  w  lio  was 
on  the  left,  hed  nl-o.  General  Gregory,  too,  xvas 
wouuided  daring  tlie  thickesi  of  ilie  iiglit,  but  b\' 
his  cc/urageous  example  a  part  oi  his  brigade  stoutly 
maintained  its  position  and  adhered  to  the  Jlary- 
land  line. 

■  Lee,  in  Ids  ''IMemoirs'"  of  tlie  war,  thus  n.arrates 
the  noble  conduct  of  this  part  of  the  North  Carolina 
militia  : 

'•  Xone  vvitliout  violence  to  the  claims  of  lienor  and 
justice  can  withhold  a|iplause  fro-u  Colonel  L)i?x-on  and 
his  Xortli  Caropina  regiment  of  inilitia.  Having  their 
flank  expo-ed  b\  the  fii^kt  of  the  other  nnlitia,  Lhe_\- 
turned  with  disdain;  from  the  ignoble  example;  arid 
fixirig  their  eves  on  th.e  jJarylar.ders,  whose  lett  thie\- 
becan.ie,  dcterndncd  to  \-ie  in  deed.-,  of  conrage  with  their 
veteran  conn-ades.  Xor  did  tliev  siudnk  fron.i  tins 
daring  resolve.  In  e\-er\'  vicis^iinde  ot  th.e  battle  this 
regiment  maintained  it^  ground,  and  when  th.e  reser\'e, 
imder  Smallwood,  covering  onr  left,  relieved  its  naked 
flank,  forced  tlie  t  iu))iv  to  fall  back.  Colonel  Dixon  liad 
seen  service,  having  commanded  a  Continental  re;^imeiit 
under  Washington.  B\'  his  precepts  and  example  he 
infnsed  his  own  spirit  into  the  breast  of  his  troops,  who, 
enudating  the  noble  ardor  of  their  leader,  demonstrated 


oo 


the  wisdom  of  selectinv^  experienced  ufficers  to  connnand 
raw  soldiers. 

'•''JMie  Anieric-in  v.'ar  presents  examples  (^f  first-rate 
coiir;ige  occa-^ionally  exhibited  b}  corps  of  militia,  and 
often  witli  the  highest  sticccss.  Here  was  a  splendid 
instance  of  self-possession  by  a  single  regimt-nt  out  of 
two  brigades.  iJjxon  hadi  commanded  a  Co)ntinental 
regiment,  and  of  course  to  iiis  examrde  and  kn.owiedge 
much  is  to  be  ascribed,-  yet  praise  is  nevertheless  due  to 
the   troops. 

"^Vhilel  record  with  delight  facts  which  maintain 
our  native  and  national  courage,  I  feel  a  horror  lest 
demago^c/iies.  Vvdit-  fiourisli  in  a  representaiix-e  s\'.--tem  of 
government  j_tlie  best  v/hen  \-irtue  rules,  the  wit  uf  man 
can  devise]  shall  avail  themselves  of  the  occasional  testi- 
mon\-  to  prodnce  a  general  resndt. 

•'  Con\'niced.  as  I  am,  tliat  a  g^:)^"ernment  is  the  mur- 
derer of  its  Citizens  wliicli  sen>ds  theuii  to  tlie  held,  unin- 
formed and  nntaaaght,  Vvd-iere  the\'  are  to  meet  mien  of 
the  same  age  and  strer.gth  Uiiechanized  hv  eduication  arid 
disciplined  for  battle,  I  cannot  witldiold  my  den.uncia- 
tion  ot  its  wic]-:edne-3S  and  foil}',  much  as  I  applaud,  and 
must  e\'er  applau.cl  those  instances  like  the  ouie  before  us, 
ot  arnaied  citi/ens  \ieing  v/ith  our  best  soldiers  in  the 
first  duity  of  man  to  his  countr\-.""' 

The  English  liisturiaii  Lamb,  an  onicer  in  the 
British  army,  savs  :t 

'' The  Continental  troops  behaved  well,  but  some  of 
the  militia  was  soon  broken.  In  justice  to  the  North 
Carolina  militia,  it  shorJd  be  remarked,  that  part  of  the 

■^Lee's  IMer;oir>.  pp.  iS6-'7. 
tl.ambV  Histnyv,    p.  304. 
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brigcide  co;nni  uulc-cl  hy  General  Gre.^'or}'  acqiiitlecl 
tlieuise'x'e^  well.  I'iiex"  were  formed  iuiiiiediaiely  on 
the  left  of  tlie  Continentals,  and  kept  the  field  Zl'/u'Ic  t/:cy 
had  a  caiiru/^^r  to  fiyc  :  Circgor)'  liiinseif  v/as  twiee 
wounded  bv  a  ba\'onet  iri  l.Tingin,!)-  oil  his  men.  Se\-eral 
of  his  re;^imfcnt  and  inan\-  of  liis  bri,;j;ade,  v\l-o  were  made 
pri'^on.ers.  Iiad  no  wound  exeeoi  Ironi  bayoriets. '^ 

There  can  be  no  duubl  thiat  if  tlie  Xorllt  Carolina 
jr.ilitia  had  been  supported  o:i  their  lett  by  the 
\hrginians,  that  the  e-vent  of  this  battle  wotild  ha^■e 
been  far  different  from  tlie  tmfortnn.ate  resnlt  which 
foliowed  -their  sinmpede. 

The  stubborn  courage  of  Dixon's  regiment,  which 
fonned  ilie  Icfc  of  tlie  AIar}-land  line,  is  tlie  more 
eonspienons  wh'en  we  coiiSider  tliat  it  was  not  only 
attacked  in  front  h\  Rawdon,  but  bore  tlie  brnn.t  of 
tlie  cliarge  from  the  liglit  irifantr^/ ar^d  t^vent\'-third 
regiment,  ^\dlich  had  v; heeled  frorii  the  piirstiit  ot 
Stevens  and  Rutherford  and  coricentrated  its  tire 
on  the  Xorth  Carolinians  wlio  had  stood  their 
ground.  Steadman  relates  that  "Lord  Rawdon 
began  the  acti<:)n  on  the  British  left  with  no  less 
vigor  and  spirit  tlian  Webster  had  done  on  tlie 
right;  but  here  and  in  the  centre,  against  a  part  ot 
Webster's  division,  the  contest  was  more  obstinatelv 
maintained  by  tlie  Americans,  wliose  artillery  did 
considerable  execution.  Their  lett  flank  was,  how- 
ever, exposed  by  the  flight  of  part  of  tlie  militia; 
and  the  light  infantry  and  twenty-third  regiment, 
who  had  been   opposed  to  .the  fugitives,  instead  of 


pursuing'  tiieru,  Avlieeied  to  the  left  and  caiiie  vipoii 
the  left  ui  the  Anicricciii  Coiitineutais,  who  alter  a 
brave  resistance  Itrr  near  three-vriiarters  ot  an  hour 


Thie  Marvla^a.ders  and  Dehi wares  under  Delvalb. 
witli  Dixon"s  regiment  of  Xortli  Carolinians,  naiain- 
taiuicd  their  position  until,  outflanked  and  outniun- 
bere'd.  the\-  were connpelled  to_;-^-i\-e  gTomjd.  DeKalb's 
horse  was  killed  urider  Irini  and  he  hinaself  severely 
wounded.  but  lie  continued  the  hg'ht  on  foot.  "  At 
last,"  sa\'s  Bancroft,  ''he  led  a  charge,  droA-e  the 
division  under  Ra\^"don,  took  fifty  prisoners  an.d 
would  not  believe  that  he  was  UiOt  about  to  gain  the 
dav  when  CornwalkA  ijoured  against  him  a  party 
of  dragoons  and  infauitr}'.  Even  tlien  he  did  not 
Aueld  until  disabled  bv  nianv  wounds." 

Tvanisa\'  gives  the  follov/inag  account  of  the  can- 
ture  of  DeKalb  and  General  Rutherford  : 

" -\Lajor  General  Baron  DeKalb,  an  illustrious  GeriPian 
in  the  scr'/ioe  of  hh-aace,  who  Inid  g-eneroush.'  eng:iged 
in  tlic  support  of  American  independence,  and  who 
exerted  himself  with  great  bravery  to  pre\'ent  tlie  defeat 
of  the  day,  recei\ed  elewn  wour/ls,  of  which,  though  lie 
receii'ed  the  most  jxirticular  assistance  from  the  BriLish., 
he  in  a  short  time  exrared.  Lieutenau.t  Colonel  Du- 
Buysson,  aid-cle-cau.ip  of  Ikaron  DeKalb,  embraced  his 
wounded  General,  announced  his  rank  and  nation  t(j  tlie 
suTrounding  foe,  and  begged  that  they  would  spare  his 
life.  While  he  generoush-  exposed  himself  to  sa\e  his 
friend,  he   received   sundry  dangerous  wounds  and  was 

*Steadrnan,  vol.  2,  p.  209. 


taken  prisoner.*  Brii^adier  General  Rutherford,  a  val- 
uable officer  of  tlie  most  extensive  intluence  over  the 
North.  Carolina  militia,  sur_cndered  to  a  party  ot  the 
British  Ivegion.  one  of  v/honi.  after  hi^  submission,  cut 
him  in  several  places." 

With  the  fall  of  DeKalb  all  was  lost.     Tarletoif  s 
cavalry  had  !iov\-  returried  froui  tlie  pursuit  of  the 
militia,    and    the    oii^.y  'escape    for    the    reuiaiuiiig 
Americans  was  to  wade  throui^li  the  morass  on  their 
ricdit.      In   this   effort   many   of  the   ofiicers   made 
their  vv-ay  out  singly  or  in   groups,  but  Major  An- 
derson, of  the  2d  Marybind,  who  afterwards  died  a 
odorious  death  at  Guilford,  was  tlie  only  otiicer  who 
sticceeded  in  keeping  any  organization.      About  one 
hundred  of  his  nien  elttng  together  with  hiin,  and 
-came  safely  thruugli  to  Charlotte,  North  Ctirolina. 
"Colonel  HovNard  and  others  collected  some  men 
in  their  train,  and   the  whole  proceeded  in   a  state 
of  utter  dissolution  to  Charlotte.      Scarcely  any  ot 
■   the   wagons   es-c:Lped,  for  the   horses  were  used  to 
carr\-  the  wounded  officers.      The  artillery,  baggage, 
e\-erything  became  a  prize  to  the  victor,  and  to  the 
utter  astoriishmeuit,  but  inhnit.  relief  of  the   scat- 
tered   Americans,   Lord  Cornwallis,    satisfied  v/ith 
his  triumph,,  returned  to  celebrate  it   in  Camden, 
bv  offering  the  lives  of  his  prisoners  to  the  manes 
of  his  soldiers  or  the  demon  of  revenge."h 

The  bayonet  wounds  received  by  General  Greg- 
ory, of  North  Carolina,  and  the  men  of  his  brigade 

*Rainsay's  South  Carolina,  p.  207. 
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atte-l  the  fp.ct  thit  tlie  militia  of  North  Carolina 
stood  betore  this  terrible  weapon  in  the  hands  of 
the  di:^ciplinea  rei:^iilars  of  the  British  ann\-,  and 
cfrappled  with  their  ad\-ersarics  in  deadly  eontlict. 
But  i'e\v  instances  ni  ■nilitar\-  history  occtir  where 
the  crjss  cit  bayonets  is  recorded;  but  when  it  is, 
the  weapons  were  in  the  hands  of  \-eterans  who  had 
been  "  nieelion.ized "  ir.to  nnitlin.chincr  soldiers.  I 
venture  to  assert  that  history  does  not  record 
ar.rther  instance  where  nati^-e  cor.rag'e  and  a  sen.se 
of  duty  enabled  untrained  militia  to  engag-e  regular 
tr(;ops  with  the  bayonet  and  "force  them  back." 
This  peculiar  glory  belongs  to  Xorth  Carolina,  b\- 
the  con.cnrrent  testiriiony  of  frien.d  and  foe. 

Colonel  Dixon,  who  won  stich  iii.nnortal  renown 
on  thiis  battleheld,  was  one  of  the  officers  vvdio  lost 
his  position  as  major  when  the  seyen  regular  regi- 
m.ents  were  conipressed  into  three  in  i\Iay,  17 78. 

He  Avas  famhliarlv  knov.ni  annong  his  troops  as 
"Hal.  Dixon."  a  pet  name  of  the  soldiers  v.dno 
seem  to  have  been  familiar  with  h.im,  and  to  ha\-e 
borne  him  great  affection..  He  came  to  Xorth  Car- 
olina, and  as  soon  as  thiC  call  for  the  militia  to  join 
Cas'well  was  made,  he  voltinteered,  and  as  colonel 
of  militia  performed  heroic  deeds  at  Camden.  lie 
stiryived  the  battle,  and  in  17S1,  as  we  sliall  see, 
was  acting  as  Inspector  General  of  militia,  for  want 
of  a  regular  command.  He  never  sulked  in  his 
tent,  and  was  never  idle  when  he  could  find  an\' 
military  duty  to  perform.  I  do  not  know  his  native 
count"'.'.      He    speaks    in     his    letters    in    17S1    of 


195) 

retuniii^K  t'^  Casxvell  County.      The  roster  of  rei^u- 
hn-tn:opI  has  this  entry  opposite  his  name,   '^  Dec'cl 

[ulv  37,  17^^-''  ,    ,,  . 

(^olonel  Otho  W^illianis,  who  vvrote  a  cleience  oi 
General  Gates,  aiid  ^vho  is  said  to  have  advised 
Gates  to  niareh  direct  to  Cainden,  says  :  ^ 

-If  in  this  niTiiir  the  miHthi  Red  too  soon  tlie  regulars 
niav  be  thou-ht  as  hhuneabic  for  rcuminin-  too  long  on 
the  field,  espeeiallv  after  all  hope  of  vici.)r>-  was 
despaired  of.""^ 

It  is  not  within  the  scopj  of  t}u^  work  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  the  question,  but  only  to  deal  with 
facts  and  results. 

No  piace  of  rejidezvous  had  been  appointed  by 
General  Gates  in  ease  of  defeat;  no  order  vras  given. 
by  him  after  the  battle  began,  and  every  ^  soldier 
who  tied  followed  his  own  jud-ment  and  instinct 
of  safbty.  Gates  fled  day  and  nignt  until  he  reached 
Charlotte.      He   outstripped   all   his   troops  in  this 


race. 


Rivington  in  his  Gazette  of  September  I3tli, 
17S0.  says  in  regard  to  his  continued  flight,  "that^ 
it  was  e'fi^cted  on  a  celebrated  horse,  tlie  son  ot 
Colonel  Baylors  Fearnaught,  own  brother  to  His 
Grace,  of  Kingston  s  famous  'Careles,'  purchased 
of  a  general  off.cer  of  the  first  distinction. "-r 

It  was  in  this  Gilpin  race  that  Gates  met  Colonel 
Wm.  R.  Davie,  who  was  marching  to  his  assistance, 

*Carrington  Battles  of  the  Am.  Rev.,  p.  517- 
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and  Davie  urged  thcit  at  least  some  one  should  be 
sent  to  look  after  tlie  dead  and  x^'ounded,  and  Gates 
replied:  '^  Let  the  dead  bury  the  dead/'  This  A^as 
the  only  text  of  Serii:^nire  that  occurred  to  the 
Genei-al  tliat  day,  and  in  its  litei-al  application  he 
seems  to  Imve  (ouud  some  justitication  aiid  comfort. 
His  usual  reph-.  wdien  reproached,  was  '"I  know- 
how  to  pii  a  cuck  i)ut  I  donh  know  how  to  make 
It  iig-ht,"  but  in  tliis  apolog-\-  there  was  little  reason. 
Cornwallis  reports  the  British  army  at  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirtv-nine.  and  his 
casualties  sixty-eigjit  killed  and  two  hundred  and 
litty-six  wounded,  but  it  was  undoubtedly  more. 

General  Gates  subsequently  repented  the  loss  of 
Ger.eral  DeKalb  arid  iive  officers  killed  and  thirtv- 
four  officers  wounded,  including  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nels Woodford,  Waughn,  Porterfeild  and  DeBuysson. 
who  were  captured,  and  that  by  the  29th  of  Auo-ust 
seven  hun.dred  non-commissioned  officers  an.d  soldiers 
ot  the  :\Iaryland  division  had  rejoined  the  army." 
The  Delaware  regiment  was  almost  destroved. 
'^Lieutenant  Colonel  \'aughn  and  .Major  Patton 
being  taken,  its  remnant,  less  than  two  companies. 
was  afterwards  placed  under  Kirkwood,  Senior 
Captain. 

The  Xorth  Carolimi  militia  also  suffered  greatlv: 
more  than  three  hundred  were  taken  prisoners  and 
a  large  number  killed  and  wounded.  ''  Contrarv 
to  the  usual  course  of  events,  and  the  general  wish, 
the  \'irginia  militia  who  set  the  infamous  example 

"Carrin-ton'^  Rattles,  pp.  jtj-'iS. 
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wliicli     produced     tlie     destruction     of    the    arm.}', 
escaped  entirely.''"' 

Well  did  the  noble  Delciwares  main  tain  the  name 
of  the  ''BKnj  Hen's  Ciiickens"'  on  that  fatal  da\-. 
I'liev  were  "pitted'''  and  their  dead  bodies  were 
strewn  all  o'.'cr  that  bloodv  held,  while  he  \v}ao 
''pitted"  tliem  was  cnttini:  tlie  wdnd  on  the  '"son 
of  Fearnau,L;'l]L." 

This  sobriquet  of  the  ''Blue  Heihs  Chickens'' 
is  said  to  have  liadi  its  on^^'in  in  tlie  fondness  of  a 
certain  Captain  Caldwell  for  cock-fio.liting.  He 
was  an  off  cer  of  this  regin;ent  distinguished  for  his. 
daring  and  undaunted  spirit.  When  oflieers  were 
sent  home  for  recruits  tliev  were  admonished  to  i^et 
"game  cocks,"  and  as  Caldwell  insisted  that  no 
cock  could  be  truly  game  whc^se  mother  was  not  a 
"blue  hen,"  the  expression  "(due  hen's  chickens" 
was  substituted  for  game  cocks.  Tliis  sport  of 
cock-hghting  was  so  popular  in  that  da\'  that  General 
Sumter  was  called  tlie  "game  cock"  for  his  fight- 
ing qualities,  while  Marion,  for  his  caution  and 
cunning,  was  called  the  "s^vamp  f:)x."  We  shall 
record  tlie  deeds  of  this  gaWant  remnant  of  "blue 
hen's  chickens  "  on  other  nelds  where  glory  and 
renown  were  won. 

Ry  this  victory  the  British  came  into  possession 
oi  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  two  thousand  muskets, 
the  entire  baggage  train  and  prisoners  to  the  num- 
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ber  of  one   tlioiisniid,  iiicludi:!;^-    Generals  DcKalb, 
RutherfiDrcl  nncl  Gregon-.'-' 

It  was  an  appal liiiiJ-  misfortLiue  and  canied  con- 
sternation and  dl^!na\■  over  the  vdiole  coiinlr\  ;  and 
had  Cornvallis'  t\)llo\ved  up  his  \-ictorv  by  march- 
ing- at  once  into  Xorth  Carolina  the  last  of  the 
Soutbern  Stales  in  his  district  might  ba\t:  been 
overran,  Init  in  the  exnfberance  of  his  jo\'  over  the 
defeat  of  the  conqnei'or  of  Bn.rgOAme  arid  tlie  recap- 
ture of  the  English  carmori  and  the  subjection  of 
South  Carolina,  he  lost  his  encrgv  and  indginLen.t 
and  sat  down  to  secure  and  organize  the  territory- 
he  had  won,  ratlier  than  add  to  his  conquests. 
Tardiness  was  the  weakness  of  Cornwallis.  Kis 
extren.ie  caution  often  tau.ght  him  the  dnniger  of 
procrastiriatioii.  It  v.as  ovs'ing  to  this  fa  tilt  that 
iMorgan  escaped  with  his  Uiien  frona  the  Cowpens 
later  in  the  year. 

*Carrincrtou's  Battles. 
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chapti:r  111, 

The  ScL.ttereil  Tpjop^  au.l  :'vlilitia  a-->tM::ble  "t  Crinriutlf— Cr-loiid  \V. 
1..  I)avi''..-;on--iieutrn'  Suuincr  i:;  Loiauiaud  of  Uie  Miliiia — 
Lcttt.T  "Von!  ('".overiio:  Nash — racrioiisiii  oi  thv  People — Coru- 
v,-allis  leaves.  Scpretnfier  7th,  i;'So,  for  Xc-r'Ji  CaroUiuT  —  De- 
fence of  Cl-aiio'Lte  by  Dasie  anil  (Traham— Hostile  Spirit  of  the 
People — Colouel  Palrich"  Fery-'asoi'.-— iMovcir.ents  of  the  Whig 
Leader^ — L-ttle  of  irin^^'s  iMoiiiitaiu. 

A  LL  oppositioi!  in  South  Carolina   seemed,  to  he 
-^^^^   at  an  end. 

Late  on  the  r.iolit  of  the  i6t]i  of  August  General 
Gates  and  General  Caswell  reached  Charlotte 
togfther  in  their  ignoble  tlight.  Gales,  leaving 
Caswell  to  Collect  the  scattered  troops  at  Charlotte, 
pressed  onward  to  Hillsboi-o,  riding  altogetlier  more 
than  two  hundred  riiiles  in  three  and  a  hair  days. 
Caswell,  after  remaining  one  day,  followed  Gates. 
Before  leax-ing-  Charlotte  General  Caswell  issued 
a  proclamation  calling  on  the  scattered  troops  of 
the  armv  to  rep:ur  to  Charlotte  and  for  the  militia 
to  assemble  there  also.  The  militia  of  ^lechlen- 
burg  assembled,  and  llie  fugitives  from  Cannden 
came  in  dailv,  ijut  in  a  deploral.)le  coiidition,  hungrv, 
fatigued,  andrdnaoit  naked,  and  man\-  had  thrown 
away  their  arms/"  The  regular  troops  mostly 
passed  on  to  Plillsboro,  where  General  Gates  finally 
established  his  headquarters.  A\'illiam  L.  David- 
son, lieutenant  colonel  of  regulars,  wlio  was  just 
recovering    from     a    wound    received   at    Colson's 
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ill  Jul}-,  A^'as  appointee;  hri^^-adier  !::(ei}eral  of  tlie 
militia,  in  tlie  Salisbury  district,  in  the  place 
of  (jeneral  Rutlierford  ulio  was  then,  a  prisoner. 
General  Da\  idstjn  funned  a  bri'^Vide  a.nd  en.caniped 
on  McAlpine's  Creek,  about  eii^ht  miles  below 
Charlotte,  and  in  tlie  course  of  a  few  vreeks  was 
remrorced  by  Gericral  Sumner,  wlio,  iiaxa'n^-  no 
regulars  to  co!r;mand,  took  the  coiujuand  of  tiie 
militia  from  the  counties  of  Guilford,  Caswell  and 
Orange.'^' 

On  the  loth  September,  17S0,  Governor  Abner 
Xash  writes  to  Willie  Jones,  that  "  General  Small- 
wood,  with  the  whole  of  the  IMarylan.d'  line  left,  is 
here  'Hillsboroi  by  the  order  of  General  Gates. 
They  amount  to  upwards  of  jco.  which,  with  above 
200  regulars  (arrived  here  ycsterda\-)  from  \'ir- 
ginia,  make  the  whole  of  our  Continental  force. 
And  how  long  they  are  to  remain  here  I  know  not. 
for  the  general  says  that  the\-  must  be  completelv 
rehtted  with  clothes,  tents  an.d  blankets  before  lie 
will  move  them.  'Tlie  \'irginia  militia  are  mostly 
gone  home.  By  the  last  accounts  from  vStevens,  in 
Guilford,  he  had  onl\-  about  12C)  men  ;  1200  of  our 
militia  of  the  S(ro;/a  dratt.  under  General  Sumner, 
are  gone  to  Salisbury;  about  i,cuo  militia  of  the 
upper  counties  are  assembled  there  and  at  Char- 
lotte, and  in  about  h\'e  da\-s  hence  i2GD  fresh  men 
will  march  from  this  district  for  the  westward. 
lu  short,  sir,  we  are,  for  tlie  present,  left  prettv 
much  to  ourselves  for  the  defence  of  this  State,  in 
want  ot   wagons,  horses,   magazines  of  provisions, 

*ruivt:r.-.ity  Magazine,  vol.  5,  p.  54. 
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anus,  aTUiimniti;))!,  tciirs  aiicl  IViaTikets.  and  a  great 
porti-oi!  of  the  iTilenor  part  of  tlie  coiintn-  against  us. 
At  the  same' time,  I  ]'a\'e  the  (.)]easure  to  assure 
vou  tluu  ou)'  zeal  ojid  shirti  /v.v'-y  i.'itli  our  diijirul- 
//rs.  drafts  are.  ueari\-  at  au  eu.d.  our  meu  \-iekl  to 
tlie  uecessitv  of  tlie  times  and  turn  out  to  service 
\\-itli  wi-lliuo-  liL-afts.  We  are  blessed  witli /vV a- ////// 
L'/-(>f)s.  aud,  wlih  proper  laws,  resources  u*av  easily 
be  rjra'.vu  forth  for  the  defence  of  th.e  cotintry." 

TIlis  letter,  so  fiiil  of  hope  and  courage,  in  a 
dac  when  all  seeiried  to  be  lost,  au.d  suffering  and 
distress  and  confusion  were  oil  ever\-  hand,  reflects 
honor  on  the  history  of  the  State,  and  the  Goverrior 
who  tlieii  wielded  lier  executive  power.  Her  citi- 
zens "'turned  out  to  service  with  willing  hearts,'' 
and  their  ''zeal  "and  spirit  rose  with  thicir  diffi- 
culties." 

Major  Whn.  P..  Davie,  wlio  v\-as  hastening  to  join 
Gates,  and  met  liiin  in  retreat,  now  iell  back  with 
his  small  force  and  took  pijst  at  Charlotte. 

A  letter  publislied  in  1S56  from  Major  Davie  to 
General  Caswell,  dated  August  29th,  17S0,  at  Char- 
lotte, presents  a  vivid  view  of  the  state  of  affairs  at 
that  crisis.  He  says:  ''Last  Saturday,  with  some 
difficulty,  a  cuiumand  of  lOo-  horse  was  made  up. 
I  proceeded  with  them  down  the  c<:)Untry  as  far  as 
three  miles  below  Hanging  Rock.  The  Tory 
militia  have  returned  to  their  plantations,  and 
threaten  to  plunder  the  country,  and  are  mtirder- 
imjf  the  Wdiigftrist  inhabitants.  The  counties  of 
Rov.an  aud  Mecklenburg  are  rich  in  provision  and 
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struiii:^  ii\  vjew.  stauiicli,  ninnerous  and  spirited,  if 
thev  were  only  encoiiniged  to  take  tlie  held  by 
timely  assistance.  A.  siiKiH  body  of  repailars,  wiili 
a  few  militia  froui  these  eoruities,  would  still  keep 
the  eVitrray  at  ba\'.  Our  poor  wi^juuded  in  Camden 
are  in  a  most  wretched  situation.  Colonel  Wilson 
told  me  General  Rutlieriord  had  no  surgeon  but 
himself,  and  that  tMan\-  of  tliem  head  never  been 
dressed.  Something  slionld  be  done  for  them — it 
is  cruel.'''-' 

During  this  nncercain  state  of  affairs,  the  Legis- 
lature of  Nortli  Carolina,  from  an  exaggerated 
estimation  of  General  vSmallwood's  seryices,  created 
him  a  moior  g;cne"!aih  and  requested  him,  though  a 
citizen  of  ^daryland,  to  take  command  of  our  State 
militia.  Tnis  yery  justly  offended  the  pride  and 
sensibilities  of  a  number  of  State  officers,  and  so 
mortified  General  Sumner  that  fn'  a  short  time  he 
retired  from  the  sen/ice  and  refused  to  serve  under 
SmaHw<;od.  Bancroft  does  not  conceal  liis  disgust 
at  Smallvroodds  absence  from  tlie  scene  at  Camden, 
ydien  tlie  reserve  wns  ordered  tct  support  the  Mary- 
landers,  Delawares,  and  Xortli  Carolinians,  who 
were  so  sorely  pressed  in  front  and  on  tlie  flanks, 
and  Smallwood's  claim  to  have  saved  them  from 
rotit  is  very  cjuestionable. 

17S0.  The  suspense  in  regard  to  the  future 
movements  of  Lord  Cornwallis  Vvais  broken  on  the 
7th  day  of  September,  when  he  mo\-ed  out  of  Cam- 
den  and  marched  by  the  way  of  the  Waxhaws  to 
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I  Ciuirlotte.      At  the  s;iine  tunc  lit-  dispatched  Coi<jiJcd 

3 

I  Patrick    P'^ergusoii   ni   the  direction   of  Aiiiccx'-Six. 

I  with  a  corps  of  one  liiindrtxl  picked  regulars,  wViere 

j  he  soon  attached  i<>  him  aJ)out    i2uo  of  tlie  ]iard\- 

I  nati\-es    in    tluit    iV;>ir)n.      His    Lamp    hecanie    the 

i  ■  ' 

I  reiidez\-oiis   >:A   th.e   desperate,  the   iille  and  the  \-in- 

[  dicti\"e,    as    well    as    tlie    vunth    of   tlie    h)\alistsf^' 

Cohinel  Tarleton,  \\-itli  the  ca\-alr\-  and  liglit  legion 
ot  niiantr\",  was  to  pnrsiie  an  nrierrdeciiate  con.rse 
and  move  np  the  western  banks  ot  the  Wateree. 
Steadnian  says  tliat  "the  rcdnction  of  the  province 
(ri:  Xortli  Carolina  was  undi^nbtedh',  at  this  time, 
conhderttl\'  looked  tor.  Ekit  to  crjnic.nnd  hnman 
wisdom  and  set  at  r.angiit  the  arrogarice  and  pre- 
snmption  ot  iTian,  nnexpccted  incidents  daih'  cinse 
in  the  afnurs  of  luiman  hie,  wdnch,  condncted  bv 
an  invisible  hand,  derange  th.e  best  c>)nccrted 
schemes,  as  will  be  exemplitled  in  the  e\'ent  of  tlie 
present  expedition."  An  expansiori  ot  tlic  aphorism 
that  *Anan  proposes  bnt  God  disposes,"  and  riever 
was  the  truth  s<')  strikingd-r  iieantifnl  as  in  this 
lustorical  instarice.  "Darkness  and  clccnds  were 
ronnd  afiout  tlie  throne  ot  (jod"  and  his  mercv 
seemed  to  liave  torsaken  tlie  American  cause,  bnt 
"justice  and  indgment  were  still  tlie  habitation 
of  that  throne."  The  "iiudsible  hand"  was  ino\dng" 
in  the  transmontane  regions  among  the  pioneers 
of  American  ci\-ilization  and  the\'  were  soon  to 
descend  as  a  destroying  angel  on  the  invading  hosts. 

*John^on's  Clrceiie,  vol.  i,  p.  .105. 
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17S0.      On  the  bth  of.SepU-niber  M^ij-r  William 
R    Davie  was  appointed  by  Governor  Xasli  colonel 
coninianrlant  of  cavalry,  and  directed  to  raise  a  re-i- 
rienf  Imt  he  succeeded  in    raising  only  part  oi   it, 
and   with   tvo. small   companies  of  ridenicn   nnder 
Alajor  Geor-e  Davidson,  he  took  post  at  Providence. 
\\-Uh  ffcaHess  resolution  he  attacked  a  party  ot  the 
e:,Pniy    at    W-ahah's    plantati.m.    killed   .litteen  _or 
twentV    and    wounded   'forty,    and    came    off    with 
,vnetv-six  horses  and  one   hundred  and  twenty-six 
stand,  of  anns-a  precious  acquisition  at  that  junc- 
ture when  natriots  were  more  numerous  than  rifles. 
On  the  advance  of  the  BritiMi,  (;enerals  Sumner 
aud    Davidson    retreated    by    Phiter's,   the    nearest 
route    to    Salisburv,  ordering    C<donel    Davie,  with 
1,0  men  and  some  volunteers  nnder  Major  Jo.epn 
Graham,  to  watch    and    annoy  the  foe.      Obeying 
these  orders   Colonel    Davie    entered   the    town    ot 
Charlotte  on  the  night  of  the  20th  day  ot  beptember. 
At  the  same  time  the   British  were  lying  withm  a 
fow  miles  of  the  town.-  _ 

General  Graham  relate^  that  at  this  time  tne 
people  met  to  talk  over  the  situation,  and  ^severa. 
a-ed  and  respectable  citizens  insinuated  that  tnrther 
re^^istance  would  under  such  circumstances  _  oe 
tementv,and  onlv  produce  more  certain  destruction 
to  themselves  and  families,  which  by  some  other 
cour=;e  might  be  averted.  But  this  was  indignantly 
repelled  bv  a  great  majority  and  especiallv  by  these 
who  had  been  in  action  at  Hanging  Rock.      Several 
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of   them  siatecl  that    they    had    seen    the    British 
sulcliers  run  like  sheep,  and  many  of  them  bite  the 
dust;  that  thev  were  by  uu  means  invincible;  that 
under   suitable   eommanders    and    proper   a.rrange- 
ments   thev  ^vonld  at  any  time  risk  a  conliiet  vitn 
theui  man   toman;   that  their   cause   v-asjustaud 
they    confided    that    ProNidence   Avould    ultimately 
o-ive    them    success,   notwithstauding    t\ie    present 
unfhvorable   appearances.  .   As    to    endeavoring    to 
obtaiji  terms  of  the  enemy,  that  vas  out  ot  the  ques- 
tion.     That  their  sister  State,  South  Carolina,  had 
tried   the   experiment  and   found  that  no  f^iith  was 
to  be  placed  in  British  promises,  justice,  generosny, 
or  honor.      Several  of  them  declared  that  ^\  hile  there 
was  anv  part  of  the   Xorth    American   continent  to 
which    the    Briti'sh   authority   did  not  extend  they 
would  endeavor  to  occup\'  tliat.     This   was   one   ot 
the  times  \rhich  emohaticaliy  'tried   men's    souls' 
rather  thaui,  vdien   the   enemy   was   at   a  distance, 
sitting  in  deliberative  bodies  and   i^assing  abstract 
resolves,  to  which  it  is  generally  applied. ''=- 

The  general  result  of  the  meeting  was  to  make 
resistance  to  the  last  extremity,  which  accorded 
with  the  spirit  and  judgment  of  Major  Graham. 
This  accomplished  writer,  as  well  as  soldier,  has 
given  us  a  most  minute  account  of  the  daring 
defence  of  the  handful  of  men  under  him  and 
Colonel  Davie.  As  this  account  has  reached  ccmi- 
paratively  few  through  the  pages  of  the  University 
IMagazine,  I  am  persuaded  it  will  prove  most  mter- 

*General  Graham  in  I'niversity  Magazine,  vol.  5,  P-  53- 
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estin;^  to  ihe  geiieial  reader,  and  therefore  1  cop\-  it 
entire.  The  voun^^  ''  hornets''  of  the  old  nest  will 
appreciate  it,  I  know. 

ijSo.  '"  Before  .-nnrise  on  tb.e  26tli  da\"  of  Septeinlv;-r, 
Grahirnn's  part}'  disCL.\-ered  tlie  front  ()i  the  ener.iy 
advancinij;-,  and  t\\'K>  of  Ins  men.  who  had  t-ieeu  stiit  do"A'!i 
their  let't  ih'irik,  reiiorted  th.at  th.e  v/bole  Cuiny  was  in 
motion;  th.at  thA-\'  had  .seen  tlieir  artiller}',  baggai.fj,  &c.. 
coming  on.  Tr.ey  \A'ere  innnediatel}'  sent  to  gi'>'t:  Col- 
onel Da\ie  notii?e,  and  (draraim's  troops  receded  slow])' 
before  them.  After  going  a  short  distarice  the  part}' 
\\-ere  c.^\  ered  from  tlic  view  of  the  British  by  a  swell  in 
tlie  gronnd.  Tliev  halted  arid  iirtd  on  tlieir  frorit  as  tlie}- 
approached,  which  the  enemy  retnrned  briskly,  and 
began  to  deplo\'.  Graham's  part}'  moved  on,  expecting- 
the  Eritisli  cavalrv  to  pursue,  but  could  see  none.  (It 
tnrn.ed  out  tliat  the}'  were  gone  witl;  Tarleton  alter 
General   Smnter. ; 

'' Within  two  riiiks  of  Charlotte,  v.-liere  tlie  road  from 
tlie  ferrv  comes  i;n  Tarleton  joined  them.  ki  fnre 
mirnate?  after  he  arrix'ed,  beirig  iridi>p<ased  alter  his  niglitbs 
marcli,  3.Iajor  Han;ger  took  command  of  tlit;  cavalr}'.  and 
coming  in  front,  compelled  CTraham  to  keep  at  a  more 
respectful  distance.  He  was  pnr-^ned  b}"  the  iront  trC'Ops 
in  a  brisk  canter  fw  a  nnile;  after  that  tlie}"  \\'erit  at  a 
common  travel  until  the}"  came  in  sight  ot  tlie  x'illage. 
Yvdien  the}"  halted  that  the  rear  miglit  close  np,  and  .some 
of  their  olficcrs  endeavored  to  reconr.oiter. 

'^  Colonel  Davie  had  nearl}-  completed  his  disposition 
for  their  reception,  and  during  the  night  and  morning- 
had  the  hospital  and  military  stores  removed.  Charlotte 
stands  on  an  eminence  of  small  elevation  ab">ve  tlie  adja- 
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cent  trroiiiid;  t\v(.>  wide  streets  crcs-iiiL;  e^ieh  other  at 
right  angles  (Tr\'Oii  :i'k1  Tra.'le  streets'.  thiC  ce.'inc-hfjuse 
was  in  thie  center,  .i  frame  building  raised  on  eight  briclK 
pillars,  tcu  feel  from  th.e  gronnd,  which  was  the  most 
elex-ated  in  the  place.  ■  Between  tlie  pillars  wa-^  erected 
a  wall  of  rock  tliree  and  a  half  feet  high,  and  th.e  open 
basement  answerecl  as  a  niarket  for  tlie  town.  v^nitable 
gaps  were  made  in  the  lots  and  ijth.er  enclosures  on  the 
east  side  of  the  \dllage  for.  the  troops  to  retire'  wi*;!!  laeil- 
it\',  wdien  conn)cTied  to  do  'so.  The  mcrin  body  ^vas 
drawn  up  in  tJirt-e  lines  across  tiie  street  leading  to  vSalis- 
bnr\-,  about  fift;e  yards  apart,  the  front  line  twenty  steps 
from  the  court-hotrse.  Owing  to  the  swell  in  the  ground, 
and  the  stone  wall  aforesaid,  the  ■^•iiole  was  nearly 
n.iasked  bom  tlie  \'iev.'  of  tlie  ad\-ancing  foe  until  he 
came  near.  ()\\c  troop  was  drawn  up  on  each  side  of 
the  court-house  in  th.e  cross  street,  at  the  distance  of 
eighty  yards  from  it.  Tlnit  on  tlie  left  was  masked  by 
a  brick  house,  tliat  on  the  right' by  a  log  house.  Major 
Dicksoii  of  Lincoln  (since  GeUieral  Je>seph  r)ick-;;m\  \\-ith 
a  p;irt\'  of  L\\ent)-  men,  was  placed  beliind  3dcComb's  liouse 
about  twc.nt\--ni!:e  poles  in  advance  uf  the  court-house 
on  tlie  left  oi  tlie  street.  -  Grahamhs  command  (just 
arri'ced  before  th.e  enemy),  witli  Captain  John  Branalon's 
troops  from  Rowan,  v.'cre  j)laced,  as  a.  reser\'e  in  one  line 
at  rigiit  angles  with  tlie  street  wliere  the  jail  lunv  stands. 
In  about  thirty  n-iinntes  after  th.e  enemy  made  his  appecr- 
ance,  lie  ha'i  condensed  h.is  forces  from  tlie  loose  ordier 
of  march,  b\'  sections,  and  increa.-ed  the  front  of  his 
columns — his  ca\-alry  arranged  in  subdivisions,  his 
infantry  in  platoons  (except  the  Legion  which  followed 
the  cavalry).  There  appeared  an  inter\"al  of  about  one 
husidred     \'ards     hetween     the    columns  ;    the     cavalr\- 


ndvanccd  at  a  slow  pace  until  fired  ori  bv  M  ijor  Dick- 
son's part}'  ;  tliey  tlitn  came  on  at  a  I';"i5'.k  trot  until 
within  nil}'  };ar(Is  ot  the.  coiirt-iKrnse,  wh.en.  onr  fu'st  line 
tno\'ed  np  to  the  stone  wall  :un,l  lired,,  tlien  wl'.eeled  (vnt- 
wards  and  pns-edi  down  the  funiks  of  tlie  second  line, 
which  was  advancin_^'.  Tlie  enenp-  snpposing-  thiat  we  were 
retreating-,  nishiCd  np  to  the  conrt-lumse  and  receiv'e'l  a 
fnll  fire  on  each  side  fron:  tlu:-  companies  placed  on.  the 
cross  street  ( Trad;_-  siTcet)  ;  npon  wh.icli  thie\-  ininie- 
diatel}'  wheeled  and  retreated  ^down  tlie  street  co  their 
infantr}'.  lialted  and  fronted.  Their  inlai-itrN'  passed  out 
thron.ij;]i  the  lots  o'li  eaclr  flar:k  and  advanced,  Our 
second  line,  '.vhen  it  reached  tlie  conrt-houise,  lired  at 
the  colun.ui  of  cavalr}'  in  retreat,  Ijut  at  rather  too  great 
adistance  for  nmcli  execution.  Their  ca\'alr\-  now  began 
to  nio\'e  forward  a.gairi,  but  the  Legion  infantr}'  VN'ere  near 
one  Imndred  }ards  in  adx'arice  on  each  [lank.  When 
tlie\'  came  in  \'iew  in  rear  of  the  lr>ts,  they  opened  a  cross- 
tire  on  each  hank  of  Davie's  men,  v.liicli,  for  a  short  time, 
was  hand.some]v  retnrned  from  Ijeliind  tlie  bnildings,  but 
their  r.nmbers  an.d  firing  increasing  as  the}'  deplo}'ed, 
an.d  thiC  ca.vabr\' ad\'ancing  along  the  street  in  a  mciiacing 
attitude.  Colonel  Davie  ordered  a  retreat.  As  soon,  as 
th.e  troops  \\'h/>  had  been  en.gaged  passed  the  reserve, 
they  h.ad  to  sustain  th.e  wh.ole  fire  <jf  the  Degiom  widen 
kept  advan.cir;g  p^arallel  with  the  street,  about  eight}- 
xards  from  it.  1  he  reser\'eheld  their  p(jsition  mitil  the}' 
fired  two  ro'inids,  and  mo'ced  off  in  order  thron.gh  the 
rcoods  on  the  left  of  tlie  road.  The  I'ritish  ca\'alr}-  kept 
in  thirty  poles  until  Graham's  part}"  passed  tlie  first 
IMuddy  Branch,  about  three-qn.arters  of  a  mile  from  tlie 
court-house,  and  one  hundred  yards  from  the  road,  where 
thev   wheeled   and   fronted   (the    Muddv    Branch    being 
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between  tlieni  and  the  eiieiny,  one  luindred  yards  be\"ond), 
and  g,'a\-e  thciu  one  fire.  Tlicy  baUeil,.  \vniliri_c^  tor  their 
itifantrv,  which  in  a  short  time  canic  nuinin;^';  down  their 
flank  an.d  bei^-au  to  fire.  Graliam  ordered  his  nreri  to 
disperse,  as  the  woods  were  thick  and  they  all  knew  the 
countr-v'.  At  the  distance  of  two  or  tliree  miles  the  tnost 
of  them  collected,  where  the  road  crosses  Kennedy's 
Creek  -(wliere  Ffew\s  farm  n.ow  is),  and  as  the  woods 
were  liere  lliick  and  deenied  snita-ble  to  rallyiui,  tlie  nreu 
were  drawn  np  fron.tiri;^^  the  tord,  and  two  men  sent  over 
to  see  Avhether  the  horse  or  foot  were  m.archiny  in  Iront, 
it  being  decided  tliat  if  tlie  former,  the  troops  shonld  fire 
from  thicir  saddles.  Tlie  men  sent  o\-er  had  not  gone 
one  hnndred  ^■ards  from  their  party  beiore  the\'  discov- 
ered the  front  oi  the  cavalr}-  at  a  small  distar.ce,  and 
came  back  and  gax'c  information.  The  part\-  sat  on 
horseback  v;aiting  the  approach,  wlien  the  first  thing 
that  presented  itself  to  their  view,  in  tr.e  edge  of  the 
bottom  bevond  the  creek,  at  the  distance  of  ninety  steps. 
was  the  front  of  a  fnll  platoon  of  infantr\'  on  each  side 
of  the  road,  on  wliom  they  instantly  fired,  and  retreated. 
The  encmv  fired  nearlv  at  the  same  time,  and  their  balls 
passing  directly  throngh  the  woods-  where  onr  line  was 
formed,  and  skinning  saplings  and  making  bark  and 
twigs  fl\-,  prodnced  nu-re  of  a  panic  in  the  militia  than 
an\-  disaster  which  occurred  on  that  daw  All  the  firing 
ill  Charlotte  and  beyond  had  generally  passed  over  their 
heads,  bnt  here  it  appeared  t<3  be  horizontal.  '  The 
parties  commanded  by  Brandon  and  Graham  passed  on 
in  disorder  by  Sugar  Creek  Church  until  they  ascended 
the  hill  near  the  cross-roads,  wdiere  they  formed  and 
fronted.  The  enemy's  infantr\',  which  came  before, 
and  at  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  fiftv  vards  halted 
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and  took  tu  trees  and  fences,  and   ce)nnnencv;d  an  irreL'i:- 
lar  lire  tor  near  a  half"  hour  at  lon^^  sliol.      .Alan.v  of  onr 
men    disnioun^t-d    and    fired    in    the    sanic    manner,    bnt 
o\\-in<;  to  tlic  di-tancc  and  slieller  of  each,  it  is  ]jeHe\-cd 
no   danuige    was  .done    on  either   side.      CoIoi:el    Davie, 
witli    Ids    ina?n    i^^rce,    heard    thv    firin;^   distincth',   and 
knownig  tiie  eneniv  were  coming-  on,  -cut  an  officer  to 
apprise   General  Daxddson,  wI:o   drew  tip   his  men   near 
the  lord  on  iMaiiard's  Creek,  ^\d!■ere    the  wwbds  and  deep 
ra\dnes   would  protect   him.  from   tlie   ca\-alr\-.      CoK:.nel 
Davie  Imnself  formed  a   mile  and  a  half  in  h.is   front,  at 
a  place  called  Sassafras  Fields;   fronn  thence  to  tlie  cross- 
roads, n.ear  tliree   miles,   was   an   open    rid,e'"e   and  lari^^e 
timber  oit  that  time  scarcely  an  undery:rowth  being  upon 
it)  wliich   was  oiute  fa\orable  to  tlie  action   of  cavalrv. 
During  the  tune  the  enemy   liad   halted  and   kept  up  a 
desultory  lire,  he.  uas  making  his  arrangements  near  a 
small   crtek   in   his   rear,  by   placing  his  best  horses  in 
Iront  and  sending  about    one   linndred   cawalry    through 
tiie  woods  to   his  right,  in   order  that   thcN-  might  come 
into  and  up  the   cross-road,  so  as   to  surround   tlie  party 
in  trout.      Then-  conduct  iridicated  some  such  movement 
would   be   attempted,   an.d    the   reserve  and  others  who 
joined    them   mo\-ed    on.      When  they  passed  the  cross- 
roads, tliat  pjart  ot  the  enemy  whdch  deb'juched  were  dis- 
covered coming  up  tlie  road  on  their  right  within  th!rt\- 
poles  distan.ce,  and    .Major  Hanger,  with    the  remainder, 
the  same  distance   in  their  rear,  the  whole  about  three 
hundred  and  fii'ty    in  nund^er.      Wlien    the    two  parties 
joined  at  the  cross-roads,  they  came  on  at  a  brisk  trot, 
and  fron;  that  to  a  canter,  as  fast  as  they  could  preser\-e 
order,  until  the\-  discovered  the  party  before  them  was, 
by    their    pursuit,    pressed    out    of  order.      Then   thev 
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cliari^ed  at  full  speed.  WIvvMi  the  pursuil:  ]x-c:ii!ie  CJ^)^e, 
near  one-lialf  took  t;.'  the  woods. on  each  side  of  the  road. 
The  front  tnjop  of  ij^ie  eneun'  (conniiaiided  by  Captaiii 
Stc\\"art!  pursiu'd  tiieiu.  but  the  main  bod\',  coinniauded 
b\'  Maior  Hanc;cr,  ke[)L  the  road,  uni;:l  ilie\'  came  in  \"ie\v 
of  th.e  place  \vh,cre  Ci;-Ionel  I)a\-ie  had  fonued  at  Sassa- 
fras r  ieki>.  lieiiu:;  nuich  out  of  order  b\-  the  pursuit,  the>" 
coiiected  their  scartered  trooM.'crs  and  returu.cd  to  their 
Legion  infantry,  and  r)i:e  oth.er  battali^an,  af^out  eight 
hundred  men  in  all,  wliicli  a,ccon.ipanded  tlie  cavalry  as 
far  as  the  cross-roads,  and  rein.ained  tlicre  dravrn  up  in 
positioUi  until  their  return.  The  main  bod}'  had  halted 
in  Charlotie,  wliither  tlie  wliole  repaired  al>out  sunset. 
'Mjn  this  day  we  lost  Lieutenant  George  Locke  (son  of 
General  ALttthew  J,ocke)  who  v.'a-  literall}  cut  to  pieces 
in  a  in.ost  barbarous  manner.  Tlie  barrel  of  his  ride  witli 
wliich  lie  endea\'ored  to  slielter  liimself  from  tlieir  sabres 
was  ctit  in  many  places.  He  and  two  pri\'ates  were 
killed,  and  Colonel  Lindsa\',  of  Georgia,  who  ser\ed  as  a 
volunteer  without  any  command,  and  Adjuiart  Graliam'' 
and  ten  others  were  wounded.  Tiie  loss  of  the  enemy 
could  not  he  ascertained,  but  was  belie\"ed  to  exceed 
ours.  Afterwards  two  of  their  dead  were  found,  near 
where  Locke  v/as  killed  an.d  Graliam  wounded,  one  of 
whom  was  known  to  ha\'e  been  shot  b}-  Roliert  Ramsa\- 
<:>':  Rowan  at  the  time  they  charged.'  But  the}-  must 
ha\'e  sustained  the  greatest  d,amage  in  Charlotte.  Tlie 
eneni}'  seemed  to  understand  this  Parthian  kind  of 
warfare,  and  nianeu\-ered  with  great  skill — the  cavalr}' 
and  infantry  supporting  eacli  other  alternately  as  the 
nature  vi   the  ground  or  opposition  seemed   to  require. 


*Joseph  Graham  received  nine  wounds,  three  with  ball  and  six  with 
sabre,  anil  was  left  on  the  "round. 
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They  t/iuoht  us  a  Irsson   of  ilu,   kind,  wliich    in    ■evenii 
instances   was  practiced  a^rain^t   iliciii  beiore  tlie  end  of 
the  u-ar.      Daring  th.  whole  day  th.v  counnitted    „oth- 
nig  to  havard,  except  when   the  cavalrx-  fir.t  char-cd  ud 
to  tlie  court-house,  and  rcceix-ed  a  lieavv  firkin  iVoutaud 
both  flanks  at  the  same  time,  which  compelled   them  ^.> 
retreat  bei..re  their  infantry  were  tlirown  turward  on  thei- 
flanks.      Had  we  omitted  ngliting  on  iliis   dav,  kept  onr 
nien   and   horses  fresli   :  except  a  tew  to  reconnoiter  and 
give  inteiliwence  of  the  enemv's  moven.ents)  and  been  in 
readiness   to  strike  the  tbragmg  parties  which  ins    new 
position  would  have  con^pelied  him  to  send  out,  and  thu-; 
endeavored  to  take  him   by  detail,  it   would   I'ax-e  been 
better  policy  than,  with   three  or  four  Inindred  mounted 
mihtia  men,  of  whom  not   one-fourth   were  equij-ped   as 
cavalry,  atracking  a  reoular  army,  cumpletelv  oro-anized, 
ot  ten  limes  their  number,  in  an   open  field,  when  everv 
person  was  sure  \\-e  would  be  beaten.      The  small  dama':re 
sustahied  in  proportion  to  the  risk  appeared  providentic^. 
^  ^'Several    of  the   British   ofocers  stated  afterwards,  if 
Colonel  Tarleton  had  commanded  their   van  instead   of 
Major  Hanoer  i:  would  have  been  wor-e  for  us.      General 
Davidson    retired   m    the   night   to    PInfcr-s   plantatfon. 
twenty  miles  from  Charlotte,  and  Colonel   Davie  behind 
Rocky   Ru-er,   sixteen    miles   iVom    Charlotte,   and    four 
miles  in  front  of  IJavidsom '" 

^  Thib  chivalrotLs  defonce  of  tlieir  homes  and  fire- 
sides hy  the  men  of  Mecklenburg  and  Lincoln  and 
Rowan,  reckless  as  it  may  seem  in  the  light  or" 
ftiture  events,  is  to  be  commended  for  the'^noble 
and  patriotic  impulses  which  prompted  it.  The 
lesson  of  experience  in  Parthian  warfore  M-hich  the 
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Britisli  taui^^ln  tlieiii  tliat  da},-  more  tliau  coiiipeii- 
sated  tor  the  loss  tJiey  suffered  .in  lenniiui^-  tlie 
lesson. 

It  also  taii--!U  the  miiiti;;.  that  the  British  troops 
were  not  so  dreadful  in  attack  or  destructi\e  in  the 
charge  as  they  may  have  anticipated.  It  was  well 
that  they  were  led  by  so  expei-ienced  and  intrepid 
a  soldier  as  Major  Jusepli  Graham,  whose  heroic 
courage  was  so  conspicuous  in.  the  fight.  His 
soldiers  were  deprived  of  his  example  for  tv.'O 
months  while  tender  hands  dressed  his  wounds  and 
tender  hearts  sympatbi:/ed  with  his  suffering. 

"He  fell  with  nine  sabre  wounds  and  three  from 
lead.  His  life  v/as  narrowly  and  mercifully  pre- 
served by  a  large  stock-buckle  wliich  broke  the 
violence  of  a  stroke  which,  tu  human  view,  must 
have  proved  fatal.  He  received  four  deep  gashes 
ot  the  sabre  over  his  liead  and  one  on  his  side,  and 
three  balls  were  after^\•ards  removed  frum  hh^  bod\'. 
After  being  much  exliansted  by  loss  of  blood  he 
reached  the  house  of  iVlrs.  Susannah  Alexander, 
where  he  was  kiiidl\-  nursed  and  watched  duriiu^ 
the  night."'-' 

It  was  tiiese  wounds  v/hich  prevented  i\laior 
Graham  fi'om  sharing  in  the  glorv  of  King's  }doun- 
tam  a  month  afterward.  He  was  onl\-  twenty-one 
years  old  when  he  received  this  baptism  of  blood  • 
but  he  lived  to  avenge  it  all  and  to  see  his  country 
independent  among  tlie  nations  of  the  earth. 

^■Wlieeler's  Histor\-,  vol.  2,  p.  2^4. 


•  Tarletoii  sav^  ''the  Kinj^'s  troops  did  not  come 
out  of  thi^  skiniiish  unhurt.  Major  Flaugcr,  who 
Avas  iui  counuand  of  the  Lei.nou. ''  (Tarkton  bciiu;' 
sick  of  a  violent  fe\-cri  ''aud  Captains  Campbell  and 
iMcDonnld  v>''^re  v/onUidcd  and  t\\'e!\'e  non-conriUis- 
sioued  officers  an.d  nacn  killed  and  wounded/' 

Tarleton  was  e\-ideutly  not  impressed  vcr\'  lavor- 
ablv  \\dth  wiial  he  disco\'ered  in  this*  new  region 
into  which,  for  tlie  hrst  time,  the  King's  army  liad 
penetrated,  and  his  dispiaragement  ot  the  people  is 
so  honorable  to  their  manhood  and  patriotism  that 
I  cannot  forbear  to  gix'c  a  few  extracts  from  his 
narrative.      He  petulantly  says: 

''The  town  and  environs  al-'ouuded  with  inveterate 
enemies  ;  the  roads  were  narrow  and  crossed  m  e\ery 
direction  an.d  tiie  woods  were  close  and  thick.  It  v/as 
evident,  as  had  been  frecinen.tiv  mentioned  to  the  King's 
officers,  tliat  the  counties  of  rvleckk-nburg  and  Rowan 
were  more  Jiosfilc to  England tJia)'  any  otiic^s  rn  Anici-ica. 
No  Briti-li  commander  could  obtain  an>-  information  in 
that  position  which  would  facilitate  his  designs  or  guide 
his  future  conduct.  The  foraging  parties  were  every  day 
haras■^ed  b\-  the  iidiabitants,  who  did  not  remain  at  home 
to  recei\'e  pa\"ment  for  the  produce  ot  their  tarms,  but 
gcnerallv  tired  from  covtaa  places  to  anno\-  the  British 
detach mt:nt.>.  Notwithstanding  the  diift-rent  checks  and 
losses  sustained  by  the  militia  of  tlie  district,  they  con- 
tinued their  hostihtits  with  unwearied  perseverance,  and 
the  British  troops  were  so  eftectually  blockaded  in  their 
present  position  that  very  few  out  of  a  great  number  of 
messengers  could  reach  Charlottetown  in  the  beginning 
of  October  t.o  ^ive  intelli.L.^ence  of  Ferguson's  situation." 


Tarletoii  had  dis€0\-ered  a  w-oiKlerful  difference  in 
the  temper  and  disposilioii  of  th.e  people  of  the  two 
Camliuas.  The  leadiiii;-  men  of  North  Carolina  did 
not  hasten  to  express  tl-Acir  penitence  for  rebellion, 
but  met  the  foe,  willi  arms  in  their  hands  an.d  when 
their  regulars  were  captured,  they  org-anized  the 
militia  for  defence;  wdien  these  were  scattered  by 
British  iroupers  the  inhabitants  hred  nppn  thieni, 
singly  and  in  squads,  from  tlie  coverts,  an.d  scorned 
the  British  gold  that  was  offered  for  tlie  produce  of 
their  plantations.  Our  enemies  being  our  judges, 
the  men  of  Xurth  Carolina  "were  more  hostile  to 
England  tnan  any  others  in  America/'  These 
spleriCtic  utterances  of  disappointna.eTit  and  rage 
ha\-e  become  the  pride  and  boast  of  those  who  pro- 
voked them.  They  can  well  respond  in  the  old 
Blebrew  idiom,   "Thou  sayest  it." 

The  "amiable  Cornwallis''  seems  to  have  become 
as  impatient  and  irascible  as  his  lieutenant,  and  m 
his  cooler  moments  even,  when  writing  to  Colonel 
Balfour,  of  tlie  British  army,  he  could  not  find 
decent  language  sutnciently  strong  to  express  his 
indignation  and  descended  to  profane  epithet  to 
relieve  his  chafed  spirit. 

"Charlotte  is  an  agreeable  village/'  says  his 
lordship,   "but  in  a  d — d  rebellious  country." 

The  British  armv  which  entered  Charlotte  the 
26th  September,  1780,  consisted  of  three  brigades 
besides  the  Legion  infantr}-  and  ca\'alry  and  some 
Tories  who  accompanied  them.  The  brigade  on  the 
righ.t,  commanded   b\-   Colonel   Webster,  encamped 
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on  tlie  southeast  o[  the  court-lioiise,  fort}-  p:;k-s 
from  it.  Tli.e  brio-ade  uf  lord  Ra'ud(«n  encaiup.-d 
across  the  street  leading  to  Salisburv,  thirty  ^joles 
from  the  coint-huuse ;  O'Hara's  brii>-ade  oii  the 
southv/est  of  the  coiirt-liouse ;  tlie  ca\-a]r\-,  infaritrx' 
and  Tories  eiieaniped  aeross  the  street  b\-  wldeh 
tlie-N-  eanie  (Soutli  Tr\-on)/-' 

Corrj  wall  is  iiii  niediatel\'  took  possession  of  Colonel 
Thomas  Polk's  milk  where  he  found  2S,ogo  ponnds 
of  flour  and  a  qnantity  o[  wheat,  and  killed,  on.  an 
avera.o-e,  lOO  cattle  per  day.  The  armv  conld  onkr 
be  snpp(.'rted  !:»}'  Webster  mo\-ing  one  da.y  and 
Rawdon  the  riext  as  covering  parties  to  protect  the 
foragers. t 

The  vicinity  was  aptly  eh.aracterized  bv  lord 
Cornwallis  as  a  ^'Hornet's  Xest,''  and  tliis  appella- 
tion, clin.gs  to  it  nntil  tliis  da\'  as  the  liighest  enc':>- 
niinm  whicli  British  nialignitv  could  rniwiHinglv 
bestow  upon,  the  count\-. 

We  can  imagine  witli  \'.-hat  suspense  and  an.xiety 
tliC  British  comnnuider  was  harassed  during  Ins 
short  stay,  with  liis  sources  of  informaticui  cut  off, 
his  messengers  intercepted  and  an  eniem\-  concealed 
along  every  pathway.  Here  we  shall  leave  him  to 
contemplate  the  difficult  task  of  con.quering  Xortli 
Carolina,  while  we  follow  Fergtison  to  his  fate  at 
King's  Mountain. 

We  ha\-e  seen  that  when  Cornwallis  advanced 
towards  Charlotte  that  orders  were   issued  to  Lieu- 

■•■(reneral  Joseph  O.raliam. 
t.Steadman. 
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teiKuit  Colonel  Patrick  Fen^usoii  to  advance  towards 
Xinet\'-Six,'^'  in  what  is  now  Abbe\-illeConnty,  Sontli 
Carolina,  on  the  up^per  v,  aters  oi  tlie  Saluda  River 
and  aLout  sixtv  'ir  se\'entv  miles  clirectlv  sraitli  ot 
Kino's  ^loiintaivi.  Tlie  purpose  ol  tliis  expedition 
was  to  blend  the  lovrdists  into  military  organiza- 
tions, overawe  the  Wdijgs,  an.d  to  exere:.--e  such 
civil  power  as  might,  be  necessar\'  to  place  that 
region  of  South  Carolina  con.ipleteh'  under  the 
Britisli  voke.  He  was  iocularh"  said  to  have  had 
power  plenarv  enough  to  justify  liini  in  celebrating 
tlie  marriage  cen-nn  in\'.  Ferguson  was  an  intrepid 
soldier  and  liad  the  entire  confidence  ot  liis  com- 
mander. His  career  liad  been  bold,  dangerous  and 
brilliant. 

He  was  the  second  son  c>f  James  Ferguson,  lord 
Pitfour,  an  eminent  advocate  and  for  twelve  \-ears 
a  Scotch  judge.  When  onlv  filteen  years  oi  age 
a  commission  was  purchased  for  him.  anci  on  the 
I2tli  da\-  of  Jul  V,  1759,  he  entered  the  British  arm\' 
as  cornet.  Fie  liad  a  varied  fortune  on  the  Continent 
in  manv  battles  and  when  the  w-ir  oi  the  revolution 
began  lie  iound  his  wav  to  America  as  a  captain. 
He  had  heard  much  ot  the  superi(.)rit\'  of  the 
Americairs  in  the  use  of  tlie  rifie,  arid  this  inspired 
his  genius  to  the  iiuention  of  a  weapon  which 
would  counteract  the  effect  of  this  arm.  Ferguson 
invented  a  new  species  of  rifle  which  could  be  loaded 
at  the  breech,  without  a  ramrod,  and  could  be  fired 
seven  times  in  a  minute. 


"^Tiiok  its  iiriir.e  from  beiii;^  '-^6  miles  from  Keowee,  principal  town 
of  ibe  Clierokees. 
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He  \v::s  at  tiiat  time  the  best  rifle  sliot  rtf  the 
Briti.sli  army,  v.v.d  in  adrDitness  in  lr*adiii_i,'-and  firii]p; 
is  said  to  lia\-e  excelled  the  best  American  frontiers- 
man or  even  the  expert  Indian  of  the  forest.  Me 
was  also  fa'nioiis  as  a  pistol  shot.  A\']!ile  riding-  he 
'A'oiild  check  his  horse,  draw  a  pistol  from  his 
holster,  toss  it  aloft,  catCii  it  as  it  fell,  aim,  and  slioot 
off  a  bird's  head  on  an  adiacent  fen.ce.'v 

In  1777  Sir  Henry  Clinton  placed  liini  at  tlie 
head  ot  a  cor])S  of  riflemen  picked  from  the  ditTerent 
regiments,  arid  he  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Brandyv.dne.  Here  he  was  made  to  experience  the 
acciirac}'  of  American  aim  and  the  excellence  of  rlie 
American  rifle.  A  rifle-ball  shatcered  his  right 
arm  an.d  disabled  it  for  life;  but  I'erguson,  \\ith 
nndaunted  reso'lution,  practiced  sword  exercise  with 
his  lett  until  he  was  a  formidable  arid  skilled 
antagoriist  witii  that  weapon. 

It  was  at  tliis  battle,  lie  relates,  that  General 
W'asjiington  came  in  the  range  of  his  rifle,  but  he 
scornea  to  shoot  so  illustrious  a  man  in  the  back  or 
allow  liis  iricn  to  do  so.  There  is  doubt,  liowever. 
as  to  tlie  identitv  of  the  person  and  manv  reason.s 
to  belie\-e  tliat  it  was  Pulaski  and  not  Vdashington.. 
It  is,  however,  creditable  to  Ferguson  as  a  soldier 
that  he  spared  either  of  tlienn  from  assassination. 

In  1779,  when  Sir  Henry  Clinton  fitted  out  his 
expedition  to  Charleston  for  the  subjugation  of  tlie 
Southern  provinces,  Ferguson  was  assigned  to 
command  a  corps  of  three  hundred  men  and  was 

"Draper's  Heroes  o'^K':i\g'>-  ?i[ountain,  pp.  5-->-5i. 
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allowed  to  clioose  both  his  '.nen  arid  ofhcers.  He 
Avas  given  tlie  rank  of  h'euteiiaiit  coh.niel  coiii- 
mandant.  Early  in  March,  1 7S0,  Ferguson  ar.d 
?\laior  C(  ciiraiie,  ^\-ith  Tcsrleton's  Legioii  iufaritrv. 
were  seril  in  pursuit  of  some  Anieriean  force  and 
tire  Americans  luivingbeeu  advised  of  theirapproach 
abandoned  their  camp,  wliicii  Ferguson  occupied. 

Cochrane  subseciuer.tl}'  arriviuig  in  the  vicinitv, 
and  supv"^siTig  tlie  persons  in.  the  camp  to  be 
Americans,. charged  them  iurionsl\',  and  a  dreadful 
conflict  took  place  in  the  night  between  these  Eng- 
lisli  detach  merits,  until  at  last  Cochrane  recognized 
Ferguson's  \-oicc  and  stopped  the  carnage.  F'ergu- 
son  defended  himself  gallauLly,  wielding  his  sword 
in  his  left  hand  against  three  assailants  ncntil  one 
of  thern  thrust  his  bayonet  through  Ferguson's  left 
arm.  It  was  at  this  moment  that  Cochrane  recog- 
nized Ferguson's  voice  ar.d  rescued  hinu 

Ferguson  was  also  at  the  surprise  and  defeat  of 
Kuger  at  Ahrak's  Corner.  Three  of  Tarletonbs 
dragoons  coriimitted  \iolence  on  some  ladies  near  the 
village  and  were  apprehended  in  tlie  diabolical  act. 
''Ferguson  was  for  putting  them  to  instant  death, 
but  I'arleton  rescued  tliem."  Tarleton  it  was  who 
afterwards  had  the  "elTrontery  to  boast  that  he  had 
killed  more  men  and  ravished  more  women  tlian 
any  man  in  America. "''' 

Fere^uson  is  described  as  of  "middle  stature, 
slender  make  and  possessing  a  serious  countenance, 

*Draper,  p.  67. 
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vet  it  was  b.is  peculiar  cluiracteristie  t*)  .i^ain  rlie 
afiections  ot  the  mei!  iindL-r  his  oiiiniaiicl." 

Ir\-iiij,i'  sa\'S  '' Fen^TiSoii  was  a  tit  associate  [i^r 
Tarletoii  ;-:i  hardv.  scranihliiii;^  ixirtisan  oiiteri^rise : 
equally  iii.tre]Md  .'nid  dftermiued,  but  cooler  and 
more  otxii  in  niroiilses  of  linuiajiitw" 

This  was  the  iiiaii  wdio  wa>  t-i  lead  the  left  \vint^' 
nf  the  arim'  of  Cornw;a]lis  ui-cr.  Xc^th  Garoliiia  and 
humiliate  the  '' o\"er-mouutaiu  mei]''  and  reduce 
them  to  subjectiou  and  obedience. 

Mr.  Lvman  C.  L^raper  spen.t  t\vent\'  vears  of  an. 
industrious  and  energetic  life  in  writing'  his  splen- 
did work  "Kinp;'s  Mountaiui  and  its  Heroes'" — a 
book  jverfect  in  all  its  parts,  e\-inciii<;'  a  research 
u.nsurpassed  bv  ariv  America!i  writer,  and  so  -just 
to  Xortli  Carolnia  and  her  soldiers  in.  the  King's 
Mountain.  camp;iign  that  I  ]niT)e  I  will  be  pardoned 
for  drawin.g  almost  entircl\-  upon  it  tor  the  facts 
con.nected  with  th.at  battle.  Mr.  Draper  has  ex- 
hausted the  sources  of  informati')n  on  this  portion 
ot  history,  an.d  noth.ing  can  be 'added  to  it,  and,  as 
far  as  m\'  exaramati'.)n  goes,  nothing  can  be  taken, 
from  it.  witliout  mairring   the  truth. 

The  meagreness  of  the  account  by  Tarleton  and 
Steadman  is  a-st(^nishing.  It  seems  to  have  been  a 
historical  bog  to  them,  out  of  wdiich  thev  floundered 
with  all  haste  aUid  energy;  but  to  the  American 
studen.t  it  is  the  first  ebbing  of  the  long  tide  of  mis- 
fortune vrhich  had  swept  over  the  States  of  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina  and  submerged  them  in  its 
billows.      It  was  the  first  ra\-  of  hope  tliat  gleamed 
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throiig'h.  tiic  darkness  and  desolation  of  that  period, 
of  conquest  and  wretcliedness"  wliiLli  ioUcnved  the 
adLvancc  oi  a  victorious  invader. 

It  v.-as  th.e  })lvot  ivpuu  which  xhe  steady  line  of 
defeat  and  disaster  first  deviated  from  its  coarse  and 
svrun.y;  Iruni  th^e  Anierica.n  arms. 

It  was  the  appailin.L;-  defeat  v^diieh  orou^'ht  terror 
to  tlie  licart  oi  Ch:>rnw;illis  and  dr^ve  him  sick  and 
laint  trom  tlie  conihr.es  ot  Xortli  Carolina  and  forced 
him  tu  plurige  tlirouq-h  the  mnd  of  tlie  W'axhaws 
to  the  rear  line  of  his  defences  at  \\'iriusb<>ro. 

Air.  Draper  h-is  therefore  wisely  selected  this 
battle  as  on.c  of  tlic  central  events  of  tiie  war  for 
independence,  and  wliile  many  who  were  conver- 
sant vrith  the  circinnstances  atteriding  it  were  still 
livintr,  jias  crathered  the  rich  stores  of  information 
and  woven  them  into  the  most  charming  narrati\e 
of  American  histor\'. 

The  camp  of  P^irguson  was  on  Little  River, 
\\dncli  is  ih.e  riorthern.  prong  of  the  Saluda.  He 
had  come  to  this  place  ^\•ith  ''from  or.e  hundred 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred  of  the  Provincial  corps.'' 
and  was  here  joined  !)y  ''tlie  desperate,  the  idle,  the 
vindietr\'e,  wIkj  sought  plunder  or  revenge,  as  wcdl 
as  the  \-outhkil  loyalists  whose  zeal  or  ambition 
prompted  them  to  take  up  arms;  all  fnmd  a  \\-arm 
reception  at  tlie  British  camp,  and  their  progress 
through  the  country  was  marked  witli  blood  and 
lighted  vsdth  conflagration. "'■• 

*Draper,    p.  72. 
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1  ne  yoiin,:^;  iikmi  ot  lmis  nuiiririinon.s  vjt-.i  lecti'jn 
were  tlioroiio'hiv  drillecl  aiid  disciitlir.cd  bv  Fer!.?;n- 
soii  in  iitilitary  tactics,  and  tnuisfoniied  into  a  bodv 
of  tbrniidablj  soldicTS. 

Ii  was  liere  tlntt  David  ranniiiL.';,  tlie  Tor:  leader 
of  C)ranLie  an.d  Chatham  counties,  in  X<_)rt]i  Caro- 
lina. \':Sited  Ferg'uson  and  obimned  conunissions  for 
Ir.s  lol lowers  who  were  expected  to  org-anive  wdien 
Cornwallis  took  possession  of  tlie  State ;  but  tliis 
dream  was  ne\"er  realized,  It  was  Fanning-,  too, 
who  forced  Andrew  Pickens  to  take  British  protec- 
tion. It  was  this  that  so  emln.ttered  General  Pickens 
and  g'a\-e  inipetas  to  his  snbseqnent  military  career. 

In  order  to  train  his  little  army  and  embody  the 
Tories.,  Ferguson  continued  to  move  abotit  the 
country  and  send  detachments  in  c\er\-  direction. 
Fie  marched  into  Fiiion  d'strict  on  tlie  T\-g'er  River 
and  thence  n'>rthward,  tlirtjugh  vSpro'taidinrg  dis- 
trict. Sviuth  Carolimi,  to  the  "'Onaker  l!\Iea.do\\-s," 
in  Burke  County.  Xortli  Carolina,  tlie  home  of 
Colonel  Charles  \icD-_)well.  Tlie  Tories  plun.deredi 
the  citizens  as  thev  went,  of  cattle,  horses,  beds, 
wearing  apparel,  even  wresting'  rings  from  the 
fingers  of  ladies,  until.  the\'  were  h.eartily  despised 
b\"  tlie  Briti::>h  olhcers  as  well  as  their  cotintrvmen 
who  were  contending  tor  liljcrtv. 

ijSc.  In  July  Colonel  Elijah  Clarke,  the  noted 
partisan  leader  of  Gecjrgia,  formerh-  a  \hrginian, 
and  well  known  to  all  tlie  Wdiigs  in  upper  South 
Carolina  and  western  North  Carolina,  attempted 
to  pass  through    fn»m   the  Sawannah  Pvi\"er  to  join 
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Colonel  Cliarles  •AlcDowell,  bin.  was  so  pressed  that 
most  of  his  folL^wers  rctra.eed  tlieir  steps  and  dis- 
persed for  a  ^\'hile.  Coh-Miel  John  Jon.es,  of  Burke 
Conntv,  ]nn,vc\-er,  pru])rsed  tc  lead  those  who  would 
fo]h)w  to  Xorih  'Carol in.a.  Jones  was  chosen  the 
leader  of  tiii.-.  little  band  and  John  Freeman  as 
second,  in  conamand.  P;!ssiriC!;  throngii  a  Tor}- 
settlement  xh.vv  assumed  the  disguise  of  loyalists 
and  hearing  of  a  Tor\'  gatliering  near  h\\  they 
attacked  and  captured  them  and  with  tliem  a  h^t  of 
o;0od  arms  and  stimt  horses.  Xext  da\-  at  Karle's 
P'ord  on  the  Pacolet,  in  what  is  now  Polk  County, 
tliev  formed  a  junction  witli  Colonel  Charles 
^IcDowell. 

About  twcTitv  Uiiiles  south  of  IMcDi.nveirs  camp 
was  Princes'  Fort,  on  the  n(";rtli  bank  of  tlie  T\-ger 
River,  occr.  pied  bv  a  British  and  Tory  force  tnider 
Colon.el  Inues.  Fnapprised  of  Colonel  McDowell's 
appr<;)ach  Colonel  Junes  seuit  out  CoJoUiel  And^rose 
^Flls,  a  "^ory  leader  of  Rutherford  County,  X.  C, 
in  pursuit  oi  Jones.  Alills  surprised  jIcDowell's 
camp,  supposing  the  trooixs  of  Jon.es  were  alone 
there,  and  killed  anal  wounded  a'nout  thirty  of  thenu 
Among  the  hitter  was  Jones,  wlio  reeei\'ed  eight  cuts 
from  the  sabre.  Young  Xoah  Hampton.,  a  son  of 
Colon.el  Andrew  Hampton,  was  roused  from  his 
slumb,ers  and  asked  his  name.  He  responded 
"Plampton.''  This  was  enough  for  the  ''l\Iills" 
party.  They  thrtist  him  through  with  a  bayonet 
while  he  was  begging  for  mercy  and  Colonel  Mills' 
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paid   the   pelKiity   for  this  ac:  under  p.  Ihiib  at  Gil- 
bert towu.-^- 

Colon t:l  McDowell  was  censured  b\-  ManiDtcri 
lor  not  plac:no;  vidcites  further  from  his  canir^ 
across  the  ri\-er. 

Belore  sur.rise  tlie  next  riiorriiuo- Captain  Kdward 
Hampton,  with  hft\--two  acti\-e  men,  inchidiriLr  Free- 
man, iDeg-an  the  purs-uit  of  Colonel  Mills,  and  over- 
taking liim  routed  his  partv,  kiHimj;  ei'j-ni  at  the 
hrst  hre,  and  continued  the  pursndt  to  the  verv 
entrance  of  Fori  Prince. 

At  2  oVlock  Flampton  returned  with  tliirty-five 
good  horses  and  much  baggao-e.  without  tlie  loss  of 
a  man.  Xoah  Hampton  Avas  avenged.  It  was 
more  than   ''an  e\-e  for  an  eve."t 

I  have  related  in  previouis  pages  the  cariipaign  of 
Colonels  Cliarles  AIcDov.ell,  Slielbv,  Clarke  and 
\Ahliiams  and  the  aifair  at  Husgrove's  ]vlill,  whicli 
it  is  not  uecessarv  to  repeat. 

17S0.  ()n  the  29th  August  Ford  Cornwallis 
\\"ntes  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  '' Ferguson  is  to  nuvre 
into  Trynn.  County  (since  Lincoln)  with  some 
militia  whom  he  saA's  he  can  depend  upon  for  doing 
their  duty  and  hghtiug  well;  but  I  am  sorr\-  to  sav 
that  his  own  experience,  as  well  as  that  of  e\-ery 
other    officer,    is     against     him."      As     McDowell. 


*MilIs  was  fUso  accused  of  hangiu.L:  Adam  Cusack  on  the  Pee  Dee. 
Gordon,  vol.  4,  p.  29. 

tCaptain  Edward  Hampton  was  a  brother  of  Coloi;el  Wade  Hamp- 
ton of  Sumter's  command.  He  was  killed  by  Colonel  Cunnm.iihara's 
'•Bloo.Iy  Scouts"  it\  October,  on  I-air  Forest  Creek. 
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Shelbv.  Clurke  and  Williaii^s  had  now  retired  to 
the  back  part^  of  Xorth  Carolina  and  many  across 
the  nionntain.s  to  their  homes  in  Snllivan  and 
\\'ashin'<Lori  counties,  Ferguson  followed  in  that 
direction,  and  for  awliile  encamped  at  Gilberttown, 
three  miles  riortli  of  the  present  village  of  Ruther- 
fordton.  Here  he  issued  his  proclamation,  callnig 
on  the  citizens  to  renew  their  allegiance  and  join 
the  Kiuig's  army.  .Some  were  overaAved  by  this 
'bold  disi:ila\'  of  royal  power  in.  their  very  midst,  and 
hearing  of  tlie  rout  and  flight  of  the  only  Conti- 
nental arinv  then  in  the  vSonth,  they  Avere  induced 
to  take  protection ;  and  a  few  from  premeditation, 
and  bv  advice  of  tlie  Whig  leaders,  took  the  oath 
in  order  that  thev  might  save  the  cattle  and  prop- 
erty of  that  region,  as  much  as  possible,  lor  the  use 
of  the  Whicr  forces  and  their  families/'' 


*Nmte. — While  in  this  nionnlaiu  region  Fer;_ruson  founrl  he  had  a. 
case  of  NHiall-pox  developing  itself.  It  was  one  of  his  olticers.  who 
was  left  at  a  deserted  house,  taking  his  favorite  charger  with  hini. 
and  there  this  poor  fellow  died  iu  this  lonely  situation.  It  is  said  h:s 
horse  lingered,  there  till  l^e  died.  It  was  long  before  any  one  would 
venture  to  this  pest-house. 

■  There  lay  tl'.e  ri.ler.  di.-t<jrte(i  and  pale. 
With  tt.e  dew  on  h-;~  brow  and  the  rust  on  his  mail." 

Finailv  some  one  ventur-d  there  an.d  carried  off  the  sword,  holsters 
and  pistols,  selling  them  to  Jrjhn.  Ratnsour  of  Lincoln,  who  gave  them 
thirtv  vears  after  to  Michael  Reinhardt. — Diapo's  Aiu^^'s  Moun- 
tain, p.  147. 

This  sword  was  given  by  W.  INI.  Rtdnhar.lt,  son  of  :Michael  Rein- 
hardt. t<:<  Dr.  D.  R.  Schenck.  by  whom  it  was  presented  to  the  Guilford 
Eattle-GroUud  Company  in  1SS7,  and  it  now  hangs,  at  that  battle- 
ground, among  the  Revolutionary  relics  collected  by  that  company. 


b 


But  Fer,^^usoii  was  not  allowed  Uj  ravage  the 
country  with  inipuuit\-.  }Ie  u-iarched,  with  a 
detaehiueut,  in  search  of  C<.iloncl  Cliarles  AlcDowell. 
He  i'juiid  nju;,  but  not  where  lie  expected  or  ui^hed 
to  ririd  Irira.  Mcriowell  laid  au  r.nibuseade  for  him 
at  Bedford  Hilh  three  uiiu:s  southwest  of  Briudle- 
towu.  uear  a  crossing- of  Cane  Creek,  called  Cowan's 
Ford.  W'hiie  the  British  were  crossing  the  Wliigs 
fired  upon  tliera,  sc\-erelv  wom.idirig  .Xhijoi"  Dunlap, 
one  or  the  iavorite  and  most  energetic  officers  of 
Ferguson's  corps,  in  the  leg,  and  killing  others. 
Ferguson  v.as  forced  to  retire  to  Gillx;rtiown  to 
escape  with  his  ov.m  life. 

McDowell  being  uriable  to  resist  tlie  large  British 
force  no'>'.-  in  North  Carolina,  retreated  across  the 
Bhie  Ridge  to  the  ''  Watauga  Settlements."  as  the 
region  W'lere  Shelby  and  Se\'ier  lived  was  theri 
called.  He  related  to  Sevier  and  Shelbv  tlie  deso- 
lation which,  marked  the  advaaice  of  Ferguson,  and 
urged  tliem  to  ioin  the  mountain  men  on  the  other 
side  and  resist  his  approach.. 

17S0.  Colonel  Shelbv,  with  the  approbation  of 
dMaior  Robertson,  then  pro]j(;-sed  that  an  armv  of 
volunteers  be  raised  on  botli  sides  of  the  mountain, 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  cope  with  Ferguson.'-'  All 
the  officers  an.d  some  ot  the  privates  were  C(jnsulted 
and  all  cordially  coincided  w  itli  the  proposition.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  over-mountain  men  should 
recruit  and  strengthen  their  numbers,  while  Colo- 
nel Charles  IMcDowell  should  send  a  messenger  to 

*Drape.-,  p.  i  iS. 
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Coloiiels  Cu-vclaud  :iiid  Henidoii  of  Wilkes  County, 
and  Maior  |(;seph  Winston  of  SnrryCounty,  Xortli 
Carolina,  ur^^Mii,!^  tlicm  to  raise  a  volunteer  corps 
and  share  in  liiis  patriotic  truterprise.  McDowell 
was  moreover  leqiiested  to  convey  intelligence  con- 
stantly to  the  "o\-er-niountain^'  men  ot  Ferguson's 
niovem-entri,  and'  to  preserve,  as  much  as  p'.issible, 
the  beeves  of  the  Whigs  in  the  upper,  Catawba, 
v^'hicli  would  be  needed  b\'  them. 

Colonel  Clarke  took  the  mountain  trails  and 
returned  to  Georgia.  Colonel  Williams,  who  had 
a  few  years  befcre  resided  in  Orange  Count}-,  North 
Carolina,  coriducted  the  ^ylusgrove  prisoners  to 
Hillsboro,  in  that  county.^^' 

F'erguson  continued  his  headquarters  at  Gilbert- 
town.  Maior  Diinlap,  who  was  perhaps  the  most 
hardened  c^f  all  the  Tory  leaders,  and  whora  i\[c- 
DovrelVs  men  had  severely  crippled  at  Cane  Creek, 
was  on  crutches  at  the  house  of  William  Gilbert,  a 
loyalist.  Ke  lurd  followed  the  fortunes  of  Fergu- 
son in  his  northern  campaigns,  and  Johnson,  ni  his 
life  of  Greene,  says,  "Dunlap  luid  rendered  him- 
self infamous  bv  his  barbarities."  Numerous 
instances  of  his  oppression  and  cruelt}-  at  Gilbert- 
town  are  related  by  Draper,  and  he  thus  dt^senbes 
an  attempt  on  Dunlap's  lite: 


*Very  many  of  the  facts  related  by  Draper  are  derived  from  a 
manuscript  prepared  by  Captain  David  Vance,  the  grandfather  of 
Senator  Z.  B.  Vance,  of  North  Carolina,  which  was  preserved  by 
Robert  Henry,  of  Buncombe  County.     Both  were  American  soldiers 

atKintj's  Mountain. 
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'■  Wlien  Ftr^iu^di;  siidcu-i-,l_\-  left  <'ii];K-rti.o\vn  nn  the 
approach  of  tlie  o\-cr-!noiiiit:un  men,  DiniLip  was  left 
behind.  The  a\-en,i:^er  of  blood  was  iiigli.  Two  or  three 
men  from  vSpartauljuvL.;  rode  tu  tlie  d'jor  of  the  Gib^ert 
house,  wlieu  tiie  leader,  C\'ptain  Gillespie,  asked  i\Irs. 
Gilbert  if  Major  Diinlap  wa-^  not  up  st;iirs.  She  fraiiklv 
replied  that  lie  was,  sup^iosing  that  tlie  part}'  were  lo}-- 
alists,  and  had  some  i!iiport;uit  couirniiuicatson  f';)r  him. 
Tlie}'  sooii  disabused  Iter  of  tlieir  character  and  mission, 
for  the\'  declared  that  he  had  inren  instrumental  in  put- 
ting some  of  tlieir  friends  to  dea.th,  and  moreo\'er  had 
abducted  the  beautiful  -\Iar}-  McRea.  the  affianced  of 
Captain  Gillespie,  as  slie  would  not  encourage  his  amo- 
rous ad\-ances,  and.  kept  her  in  confinement,  trusting  that 
she  would  in  tiine  yield  to  his  \\'ishes  ;  btit  death  came 
to  her  relief:  she  died  of  a  Iv.oken  Ir.-art.  The\'  had 
now  come  for  re\'enge,  Gillespie  particularly  uttering  his 
imprecations  on  the  head  of  the  cruel  destro\"er  of  all 
his  earthly  hopes.  So  saying  they  mouuited  the  stairs, 
wlien  Gillespie  abruptU'  approach.ed  Dunlap  as  he  lay  in 
bed.  with  the  inquiry:  ^  Where  is  },[ar\'  McRea?'  'In 
hea\-en  I"  was  the  reply.  Whereupon  the  injured  Cap- 
tam  shot  Dunlap  througii  the  body,  and  qnicklv  mount- 
ing their  horses,  (.Tiilespie  and  his  associates  bounded 
away  to  their  homes." 

Gilberttowii  Avas  to  witness  other  tragedies  in 
the  near  futttre,  when  the  Whig  leaders  sat  in 
judgment  tipon  the  mtirderers  of  iMcDowelbs  men. 
It  was  "  a  dark  and  bloody  ground"  where  Whig  arid 
Tory  alternately  meted  ont  vengeance  to  their  cap- 
tured foes. 
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SiiiQ'ular  to  rolalc,  Dinilap  did.  not  die  of  this' 
woiiiid.  but  WclS  coiicerded  b\  Ids  friends  r..Tul  turned 
up  at  Xinet\'-Six  tlic  en-siiin_!L:^  March,  where  he  went 
out  with  a  foragin;^  party  of  seveut\--six  drai^oons. 
He  was  overtaken'  by  Cohjnel  Clarke  and  :\Iajor 
MeCall  ar  Beattie's  '\iilb  in  whiehi  h:e  took  reluge. 
He  resisted  until  tliirtv-four  of  ];is  men  were  killed 
ar.d  wounded,  himself  among  tlie-kitter.  l^he  party 
then  surrendered.  ''The  British  aeeouni  ot  this 
affair  stated  that  Dunlap  v/as  murdered  by  the 
guard  ha\-iiig  him  in  charge  aiter  the  surrender; 
but  such  was  not  the  fact/ '"  adds  McCall,  "  for  he  died 
of  his  wounds  the  ensuing  night."'  It  is,  however, 
iustlv  surmised  that  he  fell  a  victim  to  a  just 
revenge  and  met  a  timely  end. 

\^'e  shall  now  eildeavor  to  trace  the  events  trans- 
piring in  the  transmontane  counties  ot  vSullivaii 
and  Washington,  North  Carolina,  and  the  regions 
of  Rirtherford,  Burke,  Wilkes.  Surry  and  Tryon, 
from  whence  came  the  hemes  and  the  men  who 
were  soon  to  make  for  themselves  an  immortal  ianie; 
also  to  look  to  x'irginia,  from  vrhich  the  '^  Camp- 
bells were  coming''  to  the  rescue  of  their  neighbors 
and  friends,  and  not  forget  the  Spartan  band  from 
South  Carolina,  wlio  joined  the  others  to  share  in 
the  glorv  of  King's  Mountain. 

1780.  The  "over-mountain  nieir"  were  so  called 
from  their  location  on  the  west  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains.  North  Carolina,  at  that  time,  extended 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from  the  \dr- 
ginia  line  on  tlie  north  to  a  line  soiitli  in   ladtude 
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•:;:^=  ■\_i_'\  exteiidiii,!;"  from  oceau  to  ocean,  and  took 
in  ail  of  that  territory  now  embraced  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee. 

Snlll\:ui  Conni\-  was  bounded  by  th.e  \  irginia 
line  on  the.nurth,  and  just  -outh  of  it  was  W'asli- 
incrton  Countv.both  in  North  Car. dina.  North  of  the 
\dr,;i^inia  line  and  -joining"  Sullivan  County,  North 
Carolina,  was  \\'ashmgtun  County,  \'i,;-ginia.  Sul- 
livan and  W'ashin.gton.  counties,  North  Carolin.a, 
had  been  settled  ])y  X'irginians  who  gradually 
made  their  vra\'  s'juth  along  the  slopes  ot  the  moun- 
tain, following  the  beautiful  streams  of  the  Holston, 
"Watauga  and  Nollichuck\-  and  settling  on  their 
fertile  vallevs.  Just  south  and  southAvest  of  these 
frontier  settlements  wert:  tlie  Cherokee  Indians, 
extending  in  their  domains  to  tlie  ^Mississippi  River. 
These  hidians  were  at  this  time  hostile  to  the 
v;hites,  having  been  stirred  up  against  them  b\' 
British  emissaries  who  had  been  sent  among  the 
tribe  for  tiiat  purpose.  They  had  promised  to 
invade  the  frontiers  in  the  Fall,  and  to  penetrate,  if 
possible,  as  high  up  in  soutliwest  \hrginia  as  the 
Chiswell  Lead  Mines,  from  v.diich  the  Americans 
drew  tlieir  supply  of  lead,  and  destroy  the  works 
and  stores  at  that  place. 

Colonel  John  Sevier  was  the  commander  of  the 
militia  of  Washington  County,  North  Carolina,  and 
resided  on  the  Nollichucky  River,  from  which  cir- 
cumstance he  was  familiarly  known  as  "Nolli- 
chucky Jack." 

Colonel  Isaac  Shelby  was  the  commander  of  the 
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militia  of  Sulli  v'dii  Cov.r.t\-,  Nortli  Carolina,  and 
Colonel  A\'illiain  Campbell  was  in  e'jnimanci  of  the 
militia  of  Washuigton  ConntA',  X'irgania,  tiioiii^-h 
his  cousin  and  bn.!tl;er-in-JaAv,  Cob.^nel  Arthnr 
Cannpbell,  seems  to  have  been  his  snperior  in  n;n,k 
in  the  conrit\'. 

Colonel  Ben. jamin  Cleveland  vras  the  Colonel  of 
the  militia  o!  W'iikes  Con.nt}-,  Ncn'tli  Carol iria,  on 
the  eastern  slope  of  the  Aileghanies,  bordering  on 
Washingtori  Connt}',  Mrginia,  and  i\Iaior  Winston 
was  from  tlie  adioiniiig  countv  of  Snrrv  on  the  east. 

Colonel  Han.ibriglit  and  i\lajor  Chronicle  were 
from  Tr\-on  Connty,  Xorth  Carolina,  and  as  we 
liave  seen  Ijefoie,  Coh.nel  Charles  McDowell,  and 
his  broth, er,  i^daior  Josepli  ^^IcDijAvell,  were  from 
pjnrke  Conntv,  Xortli  Carolina,  sonth  of  Wilkes, 
and  Colonel  Aridrev;  Hampton  v/as  from  Rr^tlier- 
ford  Connt\'.      All  these  connties  were  con^tignons. 

TjSc.  ^  When  Fergnson  took  post  at  Gilbert- 
town  in  the  early  part  of  September,  smarting  nnder 
the  remembrance  of  MnsQ'rove's  Mill,  he  paroled 
Samuel  Phillips,  who  had  been  left  at  the  n.iill 
wounded,  a'ld  sent  him  with  the  verbal  message  to 
the  '^  o\-er-niountain  men"  that  if  the\'  did  not 
desist  from  their  opposition  to  th.e  British  arms  he 
would  march  his  men  over  the  mountains,  hang 
their  leaders  and  la\'  their  country  waste  with  fire 
and  sword.  It  was  a  threat  that  Ferguson  would 
have  carried  into  effect  if  power  and  opportunity 
had  been  at  his  command.  Phillips  resided  near 
Colonel   Shelb\-'s   home   in     Sullivan   Countv   and 


I 


o 


soon  coiMiniinicaLed  to  him  tlie.  iiiessa.i^-e  of  p'ergii- 
son  and  the  infoniK-itiou  he  iu-.d'in  rei^-ard  to  Fer- 
guson's command. 

A  few  days  after  thi^  message  was  recei\ed 
Coh^uel  vShedbv  rode  f^rtv  ]niles  to  a  spot  near  the 
presei:t  site  of  jonesboro,  Tennessee,  \\dierc  he  met 
Colonel  Sevier  and  told  him  of  tlie  return  of  Piiil- 
lips,  and  tl^e  information  imparted  to  kim. 

These  frontier  men  always  acted  upon  the  idea 
that  it  was  mucli  safer  for  their  homes  and  th.eir 
wives  and  cliildren  to  naect  a  foe  on  his  approach, 
and  dcfcac  him  on  his  own  territory,  rather  tlian 
allow  him  to  make  the  seat  of  u-ar  in  their  own 
count\- ;  and  these  two  men  agreed  at  once  that  tlie\' 
wonld  call  together  their  ov^m  forces  and  eiidea\'or, 
if  possible,  to  procure  assistance  from  Colonel  V\hl- 
liam  Campbell,  to  repel  this  threatened  invasion. 
Tliere  was  no  time  to  lose;  their  safety  was  in  the 
celerity  of  their  movements  and  the  boldness  ot 
their  attack.  It  was  agreed  that  the  clans  were  to 
gather  at  the  Sycamore  Fbits,  on  the  Watauga 
River,  Ix^low  the  present  x'iHaoe  of  Elizabetlitown. 
Tennessee,  on  the  25th  day  of  September.  Cohmel 
Shelby  immediately  wrote  to  Colonel  W  illicim 
Campbell,  -a.pprising  him  of  the  situation,  and 
urged  liini  to  join  the  expedition  v/ith  all  the  men 
he  could  raise.  Captain  Moses  Shelby,  a  brother 
of  the  Colonel,  was  the  messenger.  Campbell  did 
not  at  first  approve  the  plan,  and  declined  to  go. 
Colonel  Shelby  then  vvTote  a  still  more  urgent 
letter,   entreating   him    to   c(une    to    the    rescue  ot 


*   <  1  3  3  -' 

tlieuiselves  and  the  Burke  nicii.  wlio  wenr  there  as 
exiles  amorig"  them  and  re.uly  to  join  the  expedi- 
tion. Campbell  was  touelu^d  vith  this  appeal  to 
his  ;.yenen  sity  and  ^ave  his  eonsci^^:  to  the  expe- 
dition. At  a  eonsnltation  o^'  the  held  offieers  of  his 
countv  it  v-as  arrcinf^ed  that  half  the  ndlitia  should 
remain  to  repel  the  expected  India]i  in\asion  and 
the  other  1ialf  should  join  Shelby  and  Sexder. 

At  the  same  time  Colonel  Cam])ber!  sent  an 
express  to  Colonel  Cle^elarnh  ot  Wdlkes  C;"ain.ty, 
Xorth  Caiolina,  appri.-dng  him  also  of  the  situation 
and  requesting;  him  to  meet  them  on  the  eastern 
side  of  tlie  mountain  with  the  milithi  of  h.is  county. 
The  time  of  assendVling  indicated  was  the  30th 
of  September,  the  place  was  the  ''  Quaker  i\leadows.'' 
in  Burke  Cou.ntv.  North  Carolina,  the  home  uf  the 
IMcDowells,  two  nules  north  of  Alorganton. 

Sevier  foumi  o-reat  difficulty  in  raising  the  neces- 
sary- fuuids  to  properly  equip  his  men,  as  his  own 
means,  which  he  freely  ofi^red,  were  small,  and  in 
this  pressing  emergency  he  applied  to  John  Adair, 
tlie  agent  of  Xorth  Carolina  for  the  saie  ot  lands  in 
that  countv,  fe>r  aid.  Adair  replied  :  'Vl  liave  no 
auth.oritv  to  loan  the  moriey,  but  if  tb.e  country  is 
overrun  bv  the  British  our  liberty  is  gone.  Let 
the  nionev  go  too.  Take  it."  Thus  about  twelve 
thousand  dollars  of  a  campaign  fund  Avas  raised 
and  ammunition  and  equipments  were  procured, 
pjoth  Sevier  and  Shelbv  pledged  themselves  person- 
ally to  return  the  loan  or  to  have  the  act  of  the 
agent  legalized  b\-  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 
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The  apponiMiiout  ^)i  the  o\-er-niouiit,iiii  men  wns 
kept.  On  the  25th  day  of  September  Colonel 
Canjpbeli  appeared  at  the  Sycamore  Flpts  with  two 
linn-dredL  mcTi  -.md  Coloneh^  Sevier  and  Sh.eib^'  witli 
two  lunidrcd  and  forty  men  eacli.  There  Cohjnels 
McDowell  and  IhrmpLon's  ])artv  had  Ivc-en  in  carsiD 
tor  some  time.  'Idic  :vhok  fotoe  at  tliat  place  a^-ore- 
gated  about  cigiit  .hundred  and  fifty  men.  Tliev 
were  mostly  mounted  men  and  armed  with  the 
deadly  Deckard  riile  which  I  liave  describ^ed  in  pre- 
vious pages. 

The\'  were  expert  in  its  use  alike  against  the 
Indians  and  the  wild  beasts  of  tlie  forest.  Their 
muscles  were  strong  an. d  steady,  their  aim  unerring,''. 
They  feared  no  foe  while  the  Deckard  was  in  their 
grasp.  It  had  been  tlieir  defence  against  the  savage 
toe;  with  it  they  had  condjatted  the  bear  and  the 
panther  successfully;  it  had  brou.ght  the  deer  and 
turke\-  tor  their  subsistence;  the  hnadiists  had 
quailed  before  it  at  Musgrove's  Mill  and  they  felt 
confident  that  Brititli  valor  and  discipkme  would 
succundj  before  its  deadly  missile.  r.a\-onets  they 
had  none,  but  tlie  trees  of  the  forest  were  a  breast- 
v\-ork  tor  rehige;  they  had  no  tents,  ]:ut  the  deen 
blue  sky  of  the  moriutains,  bestudded  wdth  stars,  vras 
a  cariopy  more  splendid  tlian  oriental  imagination 
could  conceive.  They  had  neither  baggage  wagons 
nor  quartermaster's  stores,  nor  commissary  to  pro- 
vide them  food.  The  noble  horse  wdrich  each  man 
owned,  and  loved  with  an  Arab's  fondness,  carried 
the  wallet   and  the  blanket  :    the   one   contained    a 
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sirrjlv  of  i-irched  meal,  and  they  trusted  Providence 
to  increase  tlie  store  as  necessity  reu aired;  tlie  other 
was   the   only    covering    from    the    winters    chill. 
Their    dress' v.-as    the-  hunting;    shirt    made    from 
woolen   cloths    manufactured   by    their   wives    and 
dan-hters,  and    the    fur  skin   cap,  taken    from   the 
animals  of  the  forest,  covered  their  heads.      At  the^r 
side  in  the  belt  was  the  tomahawk   and    the   knitc. 
With    the   little    ax   a   brush   arbor  mi-^ht  be   con- 
structed and  tilt:  knile  was  the  camp  tool  for  every  ' 
pnn^ose.      A    tin    cup   completed   the    ontht.     The 
horses  were  to  be  subsisted  on  the  grass  which  was 
at  that  time  in   luxuriant   abundance   all-  over  the 
mountains  and  far  off  into  the  plains. 

We  can  imaeii^-e  these  sturdv  sons  ot  the  v.dlaer- 
ness  shouting  welcome  to  every  gathering  band  as 
it  approaclied  the  camp  and  running  to  greet  them 
hand  in  hand;  how  quickly  and  anxiously  they 
inquired  the  news  from  Ferguson,  and  pressed 
around  the  camp-tires  of  :vIcDoweil  t-;.  listen  to  the 
storv  of  his  exile  and  hear  his  plans  for  expelling 
the  foe  from  their  liomes. 

The  exclamations  of  dehance  and  the  voice  ot 
indignation  were  heard  from  every  lip.  The  hand 
impulsively  grasped  the  rifle,  the  eye  flashed,  rest- 
lessness and  impatience  characterized  every  action. 
The  glance  of  the  men  met  the  gaze  of  the  leaders 
and  unison  was  felt  though  only  a  smileor  a  nod 
was  given.  Their  hearts  were  locked,  as  the  shields 
of  old,  and  nothing  but  death  was  to  separate  their 
streu'Tth. 
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Vriicu  nearly  ready  to  l)eg-iii  the  iiuiroh  the 
sound  (ji  approachin--  \-oiccs  \\-as  lieanl  once  more. 
The  eamp  was  a^tir;  unex]>ected  xdsitors  were  dis- 
■covered  in  th.e  distance  :  n.earer  ihcy  can.ie  and  recog- 
nitii:>n  was  announced  lr\-  a  wild  siiout  of  ]o\\  and 
Colonel  Arthur  Caniphcli  led  two  huridred  rncn 
more  in.to  the  e;!.n,]]).  (Jne  tli<)n.s;ir)d  and  fiftv  \'oices 
now  made  tlie  welhi.n  rin,i;"  Vsdth  their  gladi  acclaim. 
Colonel.Canipbell  fearin^i^-  tliat  tliere  miqht  not  be 
men  enoui^di  to  secure  certain  victor v,  determined, 
after  Colonel  Whlliani  Camplxll  Inid  left,  to  rein- 
force Ills  strength.  Tliis  beine'  now  done,  he  bade 
his  men  ''Godspeed''  and  a  hearty  ''good-bve''  and 
returned  to  his  home  again. 

As  soon  as  Colouicls  3.IcL)0A\'ell  and  Shelln-  and 
Sevier  had  finally  determined  Uj  attack  Ferguson, 
Colonel  iNlcDowell  liasten.ed  a-ross  the  mountain  to 
encourage  tlie  people,  to  obtain  information  and 
hasten  the  march  of  Cle\-elanAl  ancL  Winston  to  the 
place  of  rende/voiis  at  th.e   "(Juaker  Meado^,\'s.'' 

Earl\-  on  the  26l1i  of  September  the  little  anu\' 
was  ready  to  begin  its  march  and  (UiU'  on.e  prepara- 
tion tor  the  journ'.:v  vras  vQi  to  be  made.  God's 
blessing  must  be  iii\'oked  and  His  omniiooten.t  pro- 
tection supplicated.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Do:ik.  the 
pioneer  missionary  of  the  Watauga  settlements,  vras 
present.  These  stern,  hardy,  stalwart  men,  ''true 
lightwood  at  heart,"  bowed  tlieir  heads  in  reverence 
while  the  good  man  recounted  to  (.lod  the  dangers 
witli  whicli  they  were  threatened  from  the  maraud- 
ing  hosts   of  the    British    in    their    front   and   the 
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iDarharous  savacre.  littu^  les<  wicked,  in  their  rear, 
and  reDeatiii.'-;'  the  :>ruiiii-es  uf  inerc}'  v/itli  whicli 
the  word  of  God  abounded,  he  eaniestlx-  plead  ior 
protection  and  safeiy,  in  this  time  of  need,  and  ur: 
o-uidance  arid  \-ictor\-  to  those  who  A\ere  marching- 
to  defend  their  liomcs  and  their  families.  As  he 
proceeded  his  voice  faltered  hnt  his  faith  grew 
stronger.  He  reinen.ibered  the  Midianites  and  the 
children  of  Israel  liid  in  tiie  holes  of  tlie  mountains 
and  the  greatness  of  God's  deliveran.ee.  and  pausirig 
for  a  moment,  he  ^-xclaimed.  "'The  sword  of  the 
Lord  ar.d"  of  Gideon  !"  Tears  stole  down  the  furrows 
of  the  rough-skinned  men  of  the  forest  djut  their 
faith  was  strengthened.  The  preparation  was  over, 
the  march  was  begun. 

The  praver  was  recorded  in  heaven.  The  aiisvver 
came  through  the  fire  and  smoke  of  battle  on  King  s 
Mountain.  Irs  voice  was  heard  al.")Ove  the  rattle  of 
British  muskets  and  the  rifle's  shrill  crack  on  the 
ascending  heights.  Tiie  blasphemous  boast  ot  Fer- 
guson, that  he  was  on  the  '"  King's  Mountain"  and 
that  God  Alr.iightv  could  not  drive  him  from  it, 
had  been  rebuked  an.d  his  lifeless  form  lay  prostrate 
on  his  chosen  spot. 

The  march  continued  through  the  solitary  wil- 
derness along  the  mountain  trails.  Tliat  evening 
thev  reached  the  "^  resting-place, "''="  after  a  twenty 
miles  march. 

The  next  da\'  thcv  were  delayed  in  slaughtering 
some  beeves   for  the  journey,  and  went   only   four 

*In  Cherokee.   "Ai;uone."' 


mile.-,  to  the  base  cf  tlie  Roan   and  Yellow  I\Ioun- 
tains. 

Tlie  28th  Septeniber  tlicv  ascended  these  nioiin- 
tains>  foilo-\\'ing-  "  Ijriglu's  trace/'  As  tliev  cliiibDed 
higher  the  siiovc  was  shoe-iiioiith  deep.  On  top 
they  found  a  hundred  acres  of  beautiful  tabledand; 
here  was  a  bold  spring  and  thev  struck  camp.''-' 
When  the  troops  pcu"aded  thev  fired  off  their  rifles, 
and  it  is  related  ih::^t  the  air  was  so  rarified  there 
was  little  or  no  report. 

\Adiile  on  this  ''bald"  of  the  mountain  the  devil 
entered  in.tc  Jani'js  Crawford  and  Samuel  Chaudjers 
and  thev  deserted  and  made  their  wa\-  to  Ferguson, 
hoping  to  save  th.eir  lives  b\'  their  treacher\'.  It 
was  tliercdbre  resolved  to  take  a  ditferen.t  trail  from 
the  one  at  first  chosen,  so  as  to  baliie  aiiv  spy  Fer- 
guson niight  send  to  intercept  and  watch  their 
approach. 

"  Descending"  Roaring  Creek  eastv/ardh',  tliey 
came  to  the  Xorth  Toe  River,  running  south,  and 
a  mile  below  passed  Bright's  place,  now  Avery's, 
thence  down  Xorth  Toe  southwardly  to  a  noted 
spring  on  the  Davenport  place  (now  the  Childs' 
place),  and  rested  at  noonday."  After  a  hard  da\-'s 
march  they  reached  Cathe_v's,  at  the  mouth  of 
Grassy  Creek, "r  and  rested  for  the  night.  Here 
tliey  ate  their  parched  corn  meal  and  tlie  rem- 
nant of  beef  in  their  wallets. 

On  Frida}',  the    29th,   the   route   lay   up  Grassy 

*Most  probably  Uie  .-^verv  Spring  at  C!oLidlan>l  Hotel,  on  the  Roan_ 
iXear  Viy  what  is  now  known  as  Spruce  Pine  P.  O. 
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Creek  in  its  Jierid,  and  over  Gillespie's  Gap,  on  the 
Blue  Ridg"e.  Here  iliev  divklcd,  Campbell  follow- 
iug  a  trail  six  milirs  soutli  ti-  WotYord's  Fe>rt,  the 
others  to  Huiin vciit's  Creek.  At  this  latter  place 
Colonel  Charles  r^IcDowell  reioincd  tlie  forces  and 
imparted  such  information  as  he  had  accpiired.  He 
had  sent  James  Blair  to  liasten  Cle\-eland's  march. 
Blair  met  Cc^h'Ttel  Clevehmd  on  the  way,  at  Fort 
Defiar.ce,  but  on  his  route  Blair  was  waylaid  b}-  a 
stealtiiv  Tor\'  and  wotirided  from  ari  ambuscade. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  ;^oth  September,  the 
over-nionntaiu  men,  passing  over  Silver  and  Lni- 
ville  Mountains,  in  an  eastv/ardly  cotirse,' and  down 
Pacldie's  Creek,  readied  the  "  Unaker  Meadows/' 
the  hospitable  home  of  Colonel  Cliarles  jIcDowell, 
and  his  brotlier,  .Major  Joseph  2\lcDowell.  Blere 
the  "fatted  calf  was  killed,  the  corn-cribs  and 
smoke-houses  throvs-n  open,  the  camp-rires  lighted 
and  good  cheer  prevailed  in  that  lo\"ely  \-alley.  It 
was  not  long  until  anotlier  shout  of  welcome  \\'as 
heard  echoing  among  the  mountains  and  carrying 
glad  tidings  d(.)\vn  the  valley  of  the  Catawba.  Col- 
onel Cleveland  and  i\I;ijor  Winston,  with  three 
htindred  and  iiftv  Xorth  Carolinians  from  the 
counties  of  Wilkes  and  Surry,  were  approaching 
the  camp.  They  vvere  kindred  spirits  from  the 
mountains  on  the  eastern  slope,  and  were  soon 
mingling  lovfulh-  with  their  comrades  in  arms. 

Cleveland's  regiment  had  marched  up  the  Yadkin 
to  the  motith  of  AV.arrior  Creek,  thence  in  a  south- 
west course  to  old  Fort  Defiance,  thence  to  Fort 
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Crider,  wlicre  the  villa.Lic  of  I^enoir  now  stands, 
thence  bv  v/ay  of  Lovel::.d}'  Ford  un  the  Cala\vb;i, 
and  passing  llie  present  site  ot  Murgantrr,!  to  Oiia- 
ker  ?\Ieado\'.'sf"  As  the\  crossed  Lovelady  Ford,  a 
stealthy  Tory  was  lying  in  wait  f.)r  Colonel  Cle\'e- 
lamh  and  nristaking  liis  brotli^.-r  fnentcnant  Larkin 
Cleveland  for  him,  shot  l^arkin  through  the"  leg, 
severely  yonndiiii;  Iron,  so  tliat  he  y-as  leit  at  i\[e- 
Dowelhs  home.  Another  Tory  liad  wounded  Blair, 
the  messenger  that  3JcI)owell  had  sent  to  Cle\-e- 
land.  It  was  an  iiiterneehie  strife  among  these 
mountain  men.  Tb.is  little  army  was  now  consti- 
tuted as  follows:  Xorth  Carolinians  under  Shelby, 
Sevier,  iMeDowell  and  Cle\eland,  nine  hundred  and 
eiglitv  (980)  men;  Ahrginians  under  Campbell, 
four  hundred  1400)  men,  aggregating  iaSc^  liardy 
and  determined  soldiers. 

The  weather  had  been  fair,  the  air  bracing  and 
crisp.  The  men  were  elit-erful  and  full  of  spirit ; 
the  horses  fresh,  and  active. 

Sunday  morning,  October  the  ist,  ij.'^o,  dawned 
brighth"  upon  the  Vv'higs.  The  Vv'ork  of  deliver- 
ance was  a  work  of  necessity.  The  horses  were 
saddled  and  the  march  resumed. 

Ferguson  was  almost  in  their  grasp  las  the}'  sup- 
posed "i  at  Gilberttown.  and  with  eager  fo(")tsteps  they 
pressed  forward  for  the  prey.  They  passed  Brindle- 
towii  at  noonday  and  camped  in  a  gap  of  the  vSoiith 
^lountain   near  where  Colonel  McDowell  had  puu- 


*These  routes  can  easily  be   traceil  on   Kerr'?  large  map  of  North 
Carolina. 
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ishecl  Feri^-iinoii  so  se\-erely  \vheii  lie  went  in  qnest 
of  the  Burke  men.  Thai  c\'ening-  it  rained  lor  the 
first  time  since  they  5-iarted. 

Alonda\-  tlie  rain  descended  all  dav  and  the  arniv 
renaained  in  camp.  They  Avere  now  in  sixteen  miles, 
oi  Gilberttown  and  nr*  commander  had  been  chosen. 
A  conference  ^,vas  held  and  Colonel  Charles  .McDowell 
was  selected  to  visit  (leneral  (jates  at  Hillsboro  and 
reqnt'St  him  tn  send  tliem  a  general  ofticer. 

Sh.elb}'  proposed  that  dnring  the  absence  of  a 
ger^eral  officer  Colonel  Campibcji  should  command. 
He  arg-ned  thr.t  all  tlie  field  ofiicers  were  from  Xortli 
Carolina,  except  Campbell,  and  it  would  be  gener- 
ous for  tliem  to  elect  him  to  tliat  high  position: 
that  this  would  heal  all  jealousv  and  give  them  a 
trustworthy  liead,  which  was  indispensable  in  the 
prompt  execution    of  anv   plan   they  mighgt  adopt. 

This  counsel  preyailed  and  Colonel  Campbell 
accepted  the  horror  conferred  upon  him.  Colonel 
Shelby  in  1S23  explained  hiis  object  in  effecting  this 
result  by  sa\dng  that  he  wished  lo  displace  Colonel 
^McDowell,  A\dio  b\'  seniority  of  commission  was 
entitled  to  tlie  comnnand ;  that  "  Mcr)o\vell  was 
brave  and  patriotic  but  too  far  advanced  in  life  and 
too  inactive  for  such  an  enterprise."  This  objec- 
tion of  age,'  however,  was  but  a  pretext,  as  Colonel 
McDowell  was  only  thirty-seven  years  old.  The 
truth  was  that  Shelby  considered  him  as  lacking 
'4n  tact  and  efficienc\-."'  It  was  hoped  too  that 
IMcDowell  would  hasten  back  with  General  Morgan, 
v.honi  the  troo])S  preferred  above  all  others. 
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Ct'lij-nei  ?\[cDo\vcll,  than  wliom  no  braver  mail  or 
purer  patriot  lived,  looking-  steadih-  to  the  redemp- 
tion uf  tlic  land  trom  th.e  invaders,  and  saerificing 
all  personal  consideratir)ns.  -^rLomittcd  without  miir- 
m.iiriiig'  to  tlie  counsel  of  his  brotiier  officers.  Hl- 
set  off  at  once  on  his  mission,  leaving  liis  men  under 
the  C(  immand  of  h.is  brotiier,  Mai  or  J  ^.!^eph  McDnw-eH. 

Colonel  CampL-ell  was  n.ow  the  eomrijander-in- 
chief  but  subject  to  the  council  of  the  otlicers  of  this 
little  army. 

In  order  to  trace  the  concentration  of  another 
clan,  who  v.-ere  to  become  allies  in  this  eampaigai.  it 
is  necessary  to  leave  our  irien.ds,  who  vrere  at  Cane 
Creek,  for  a  few  days. 

The  digression  is  painful,  bccamse  it  necessitates 
the  repetition  of  unpleasant  itieidents  in  the  career 
of  one  wlio  was  soon  to  yield  his  life  as  a  sacrifice 
on  the  altar  ot  his  country;  one  avIio  v\'as  brave; 
one  who,  when  his  neighbors  arid  friends  were  takir.g 
British  protection  arottnd  XinetA'-Six,  scurueci  to 
save  his  property  by  so  base  an  act;  one  who  lelt 
family,  comforts  and  home  to  endttre  the  hardships 
of  the  camp  rather  than  be  a  slave  of  a  t\-ran.t  at 
home.  Whate^'er  may  ha\-e  been  his  in.firmities  or 
his  hitilts  he  was  trtie  to  his  prin.ciples  and  yielded 
up  his  life  in  the  fight  to  maintain  them.  Xo  nobler 
death  could  have  befallen  him,  and  we  honor  the 
man  who  fills  a  patriot's  grave. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Colonel  James  Wil- 
liams, lateh'-  from  South  Carolina,  though  for  some 
years  previous  a  citizen  of  Granville  County,  Xorth 
Carolina,  where  lie  vyis  raised  from  boyhood,  was  sent 
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witli  the  :\Ins;.(rove  Mill  prisoners  to Hillsboro.  Xorth 
Carolina.      While  thore  he  met  Governor  Rutlegc, 
wliowasarefiv^-ee  from  hii  Stale,  and  on  Colunel  \\  il- 
liams'  representationsof  his  own  eonclnct  in  the  late 
eni>-a'j-ement.  tlie  GuVv.rnor,  wlio  had  been  in, vested 
witi'i    dictarorial   pov^x-rs,  comnnsr>iuned    him    as    a 
brigadier  general.      It  is  alleged  ihat   tht:--e  repre- 
sentations were  n<3t  trne;-at  any  rate  thn:^  appoint- 
ment excited  the  jeah.usy   of  Colonels   Lacey  and 
Hill,  y.dio  were  then   located   with  a  detacliment  of 
troops  in  fork  of  the  Catavvba  River  and  the  ''  South 
Fork"   of  that  stream.     They  v/ere  Sumter's  com- 
mand. Sumter  being  at  that  time  wounded  and  not 
on  duty.      The  piedmont  section  of  South  Carolina 
had  been    entirely   overrun    an.d   the    patriot  band, 
under  Lacey  and  11111,  had  sought,  with  thousands 
of  others,  a  refuge  in   Xorth    Can/iir.a,  where   they 
found  welcOiVie  and  friends. 

General  Y\'iHiams,  before  returning  to  duty, 
requested  and  obtained  permission  irom  Governor 
Nash  to  recruit  one  hur.dredmen  in.  Xorth  Carolina.'^ 


■:^N,--iiTK.— Th;;  follov.iug  is  the  original  order  : 

A.  Xaah  to  Coloxkl  J AMI;-  Williams. 
ifjrigmal  M:^. 

HiLLSUORoCOH.  Sep.  Mh.  i'io 

Sir  :— V'm  are  desired  to  go  to  Caswell  County,  and  tu  such  other  couniics  iis  vuu 
think  proper,  and  use  your  best  endeavors  to  collect  any  number  of  volunteer 
horsemen,  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  and  pro-eed  ^dth  them  into  .Mich  parts  a-, 
you  judge  proper,  to  act  against  the  enemy,  and  in  this  you  are  to  use  your  owu 
discretion.  You  may  assure  the  men  who  turn  out  with  you  that  they  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  advantages  and  privileges  of  militi.a  in  actual  service,  and  that 
it  shall  be  considered  as  a  tour  of  duty  under  Ihn:  militia  law,  they  ser^■ing  the  time 
prescribed  bylaw  for  other  militia-men.  .\1I  commissaries  and  other  staff  offi- 
cers are  required  to  grant  you  such  supplies  as  may  be  necessar>-. 

In  getting  your  nu-n  you  are  to  make  no  distinction  between  men  already  drafted 
a:i<l  others:  ar.d  in  c.i-e  of  need,  you  are  to  impress  horses  for  expresses  and 
other  Cii^es  of  absolute  necessity. 
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''  Under  this  authority  he  eiilisted  these  nieii,  while 
eiicaiuDcd  at  Hii^'L^iiis'  phintaiioii,  in  Rowan  County. 
North  Carolina.   Colonel  Brandon  and  Majur  Ihcui- 
niond  n\  ills  force  were  quite  aeLi\-e  in  tins  ser\-ice. 
His  call  for  troops  was  dated  llie  23d  of  Septenioer. 
1-80.      Tbese   new    troous   constituted   the   lar.e.fSt 
part  of  his  force,  and  witli  this  addition  he  niarchi.^cL 
to  the  camp  of  Lacey  and  Hill,  and  exhiljiting-  his 
commission   as  Bri;<adier  General,    demanded   that 
they   should  put   themselves   under   his   command. 
This  they    refused,  wliether    rigditfull}-    or   wrong- 
fullv  it 'is  too  late   to   deternrine  nrjw.      Hot  words 
ensued  and  Williams  separated  himself 'irom  them. 
It  had  been   the  design  of  Lacey   and    Hill  to  i>;in 
General    Davidson,   who   wais  posted    at    that   time 
between  Charlotte  and   Salis'oury.  Xortli   Carolina, 
and  thev  had   sent  a   messenger  to  him   with   thrs 
proposition.      The    messenger    returned    with    the 
tidings  which  Davidson,  had  received  through  Col. 
Charles  HcDowtdl,  thai  a  corisiderable  body  of  men. 
from  tlie    mountains   were   approaching   Ferguson 
with  a   view  of  attr-cki ng  hira.      Th;it  day   Colonel 
William  Graham  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Frederick 
Hambriglit   of    Trvon    County  joined    Lace\'   ana 
Hill  with  sixtv  or  more  men.      These  with  the  one 
hundred  men  under  Williams  aggregated  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  nnnx-   Xorth   Carolinians  udio   were 
soon  to  join   the   "' over-mountain  men."' 

Lacey  and  Flill  now  thought  best  to  attempt  a 
reconciliation  with  General  Williams,  which  was 
finalK-   accomplished  by   an   agreement   that   they 
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shoi'.ld  elect  a  comiiiaudiiio-  officer.  InforiiK.tion 
was  now  received  through  spie-  tiicit  Cai-ipbelhs 
army  was  in  the  South  Moiir.taiiis  of  Burke  Cou.utv 
Had  ad\'ancino;.  The  coud^iiied  fc»rces  ot  Lvacey, 
Hill,  W'illiauisand  Graliaui  iuimcdiately  decamped, 
and  crossing  the  upper  forks  of  Duichnian's  Creek 
proceeded  to  R;afiSOur"s  ^lill.  near  vdiere  the  town 
ot  Lineolnton,  in  Lincoln  Count \-,  is  now'situated'; 
from  tliere  the;,-  niarclied  wesu.  taking  the  Flint  Hill 
road  to  "Flint  hiill,"  in  Kutherfoid  Countv,  now 
knov.ni  as  ''Cherry  iMoun.tain,"'  which  is  eight  or 
ten  miles  east  of  what  is  now  Rutherfbrdton  in  that 
coun.ty.  Here  on  the  3d  day  of  October  thev  took 
up  quarters  and  waited  for  inibrniation,  and  here  it 
was  that  Colonel  Charles  McDo\Nell  called  upon 
tliem  on  liis  v/ay  to  see  Ger.eral  Gates  at  Hillsboro. 

Tlie  mountain  n:en  were  tlien  onl\-  sixteeri  miles 
distant,  but  as  Colonel  iVIcDowell  could  not  say 
whether  Campbell  had  mo\-ed  after  his  departure 
or  n>ot,  they  preferred  to  await  derelopments. 

At  this  Lime  CampbeH's  men,  as  we  shall  brieti}- 
designate  them  for  the  preser.t,  were  of  opiUiion  that 
the  decisive  struggle  vras  to  take  place  at  Gilbert- 
town  and  ihey  began  preparations  for  tlie  battle, 
riie  troops  were  to  be  informed  of  the  plans  of  their 
leac:ers  and  to  l>e  exliorted  hy  tliem  to  be  readv  for 
auty.  They  were  drawn  up  in  a  circle  and  Colonel 
Cleveland  was  tlie  orator.  Rude  and  uncultivated 
as  he  was,  he  liad  an  earnestness  and  honesty  in 
his  language  and  manner  that  arrested  the  atten- 
tion of  liis  hearers,  vrho  were  in  the  same  sphere  of 
10 
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intellii^'eiicc  as  liiiiwseli  and  ^ls  devoted  lo  lihcrtv 
a.s  lie. 

His  speech  was  short  aiid  pointed  and  plain.  He 
said:  ■' Tju' c;i!enn- IS  at  Jiand:  we  niiist;  be  up  and  at 
thenn  I  will  be  \vith  \-on  wh.en  the  pinch  eonies. 
If  anv  of  -eon  shrink  fi-oni  tlie  ])attle  and  the  C;'iorv 
von  can  novv'  have  thiC.  opportnnity  to  back  cnt  and 
leave,  an.d  von  nip.y  have  a  lew  minutes  for  con- 
sideration." ''  Yon  v.dio  \\  ish  to  back  ont  will,  wlien 
the  v.'ord  is  given,  march  three  steps  to  the  rear 
and  stand." 

There  was  a  panse  for  three  niinntcs  and  the 
v.'ord  was  ;<'iven,  bnt  not  a  man  of  that  armv  moved — 
they  "■  stood  like  a  stor.e  w  all."  \'/ith  eyes  tliat  never 
quailed  arid  nerves  that  r.ever  trembled. 

The  troops  A\-ere  tlien  dismissed  and  in  three 
hours  the  riiarcli  down  Cane  Creek  began.  They 
came  r.ear  to  Gilberttown  on  tlie  4th  dav  of  October 
eager  for  the  frav.  Tliev  met  Jonathan  Hampton 
^vho  first  gave  them  th.e  n.ews  that  Ferguson  had 
retreatedi.  in.  haste  and  in.ter.ded  to  ax'oid  an  action. 

0\\  tlie  2 "til  da\-  of  5'«epte"iiber  Ferguson,  in  the 
hope  of  intercepting  Colon.el  Clarke,  who  liad  been 
repulsed  at  Augusta,  Georgia,  and  was  retreatin.g 
towards  North  Carolin.a,  nrioved  south  from  Gilbert- 
town  and  halted  oui  Green  River,  in  what  is  now 
Polk  County. 

On  the  30th  day  of  September  the  two  de- 
serters, Crawford  and  Chambers,  reached  Fergu- 
son's camp  at  James  Steps'  place,  and  apprised  him 
that   the   over-mountain   men    were    on    his  track. 


Fergu^>oii  wa^  alani:c:l.  r\Iaiiv  of  his  Tory  allies 
Avere  on  fiirloiip."h,  and  his  ranks  were  tliin.  i\Ies- 
seuL:^ers  were' sent  in  all  direciions  to  drnin  np  tlie 
men  on  fnrhjULrln  and  a  dispatch  to  Lord  Corn- 
wailis  at  Charlotte,  aeqnaintini^  liini  of  the  danger, 
was  in.trnstedto  Abrana  Collins"  and  l^'eter  Oiiinn, 
Tories -of  that  region.,  ^\■llo  promised  to  deli\x-r  it  in 
person.  Collin.s  and  Orninn  trioh  a  dire*:t  course, 
crossing  v^econd  Broad  at  Vfebi/s  Ford,  tlien  b\' 
v\'a\-  of  Wiiat  is  now  \hjoresboro  to  First  Broad  at 
Stices'  Shoal,  thence  by  Collin.s'  .Mill,  on  Bnffalo. 
Coming  to  Alexarider  Henry's,  a  good  Vdhig,  they 
deceived  liim  and  were  given  refreshments,  but 
some  circnmstance  aroused  Mr.  Henry's  suspicion! 
after  the\'  left,  an.d  nissoris  followed  to  arrest  them. 
Collins  and  Onirin.  got  wind  of  the  pursuit  and 
were  compelled  to  secrete  tliemselves  by  day  and 
tra\'el  with  great  caution  at  niglit.  and  by  reason 
of  tliese  dehu  s  tlie\-  did  not  reach  Charlotte  until 
tlic  ~th  da\-  of  Octol}er — the  dav  of  Ferguson's  over- 
throv.-  at  King's  iMonntain. 

h'erguson  now  g::ve  out  tliat  lie  was  ini  retreat 
lor  Xinety-Six,  to  delude  the  Whigs  tovrards  that 
route.  (Jn  the  ist  of  October,  the  day  tlie  Wliigs 
left  ''  Quaker  iMeadows,"  Ferguson  was  at  Bavlis 
Plarles',  on,  Pacolet;  thence  he  turned  nortliv\-est  to 
Deuard's  Fcjrd,  on  the  Broad  River,  where  he  issued 
the  iollowing  proclamation  to  the  country: 

"Gf:xtlkmex  : — Unless  you  wish  to  be  eat  up  by  an 
inundation  of  barbarians,  who  have  begnti  by  murder- 

.\iira!n  CoUins  \v;is  a  noteil  couiuerteiter  after  the  revolution. 


-no-  111  ui^ar-'cd  son  before  the  :io:ed.  tallier,  and  alter- 
wards  lopped  otl  liis  arms,  ar,d  who,  V)y  thieir  sh.oclcnig 
cruelties  and  irreL^ularities,  L^ive  the  best  proof  of  their 
cowardiee  and  want  of  discipline  ;  I  say.  if  you  wi>h  to 
be  pinioned,  roWjcd  and  murdered,  and  see  your  wives 
and  da:i;^hters,  in  lour  days,  abused  hy  the  drei^s  of 
mankind— in  short,  if  you  wi:^h  or  deserve  to  live  and 
bear  the  name  of  mm.  gras])  y<_>ur  arms  in  a  moment  and 
run  to-  camp.  The  ■  ■' Back-waier  men^*  have  crossed 
tlie  mountains;  AIcDoxvelh  Hampton.  Shelb;,"  and  Cleve- 
land are  at  their  head,  so  that  \-ou  know  what  >-ou  hiave 
to  depend  upon.  If  you  choose  to  be  degraded  forever 
and  ever  by  a  set  of  mongrels,  say  so  at  once,  and  let 
you  women,  turn  their  backs  upon  you  and  look  out  for 

real  men  to  protect  them. 

'^Pat.    Ff.rgcson, 

"  JIa/or  J  rst  Rcgii^unty 

It  was  the  appeal  of  a  desperate  man,  who  appre- 
ciated the  danger  that  was  rapidly  approaching 
nearer  to  hir.n  Ke  uttered  falsehood  and  exagger- 
ated the  situation  that  he  might  aronse  a  like 
fueling  of  desperation  in  the  hearts  of  his  Tory 
allies.  But  to  an  observant  mind  it  was  the  cry  or 
desuair,  the  acknowledgment  of  ruin,  the  wail  over 
his  sinkhig  fortunes. 

From  Denard's  ForcP  Fergnson  r.ioved,  on  .Mon- 
day, the  2d  October,  only  f  )nr  miles  an.d  lay  on  his 
arms  all  night  expecting  an  attack.v  On  the  3d 
October    he'   nmrched    east     through    Rutherford 


*Thi^  ^vas  half  mile  below  the  preseut  Twitty's  Ford. 
tCampbeir^  force  ua<  then  at  Cane  Creek,  one  . lav's  journey  south 
from    ••(}uak>jr  M<,-:uloWr-." 
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C()unt\'  cros<;u^  Sec-^nd  ih-'xicl  Rivtr,  wliicli  runs 
i-iOith  and  soutli.  at  Camp's  Ford,  tlieri  six  miles 
furtlier  crr>ssiii;>:  Saiidy  Run  Creek,  at  Armstrong's, 
\vhcre  thev  rested  awhile;  thence  seven  miles 
further  to  Buffah:.  Creek  i  according  to  I^rapen  and 
canaped  at  Tate's  place/" 

At  Tate's  plantation  Ferguson  tarried  the  4th 
and  5th  of  Octobe*'  wiiitirig  for  intelligence  trom 
the  Whigs.  While  tliere  lie  seFit  tlie  foUowiuxg 
dispatch  to  Corn^wallis  : 

''^MyFord: — I  am  0!i  !n\'  march  to  you  by  a  road 
leading  tVom  Clierokee  Ford,  north  of  King's  ^vlountain. 
Tliree  or  forir  liaridred  good  soldiers  would  firusli  this 
business.  Souh.'/lun^^  nmsl  he  done  .soojt.  Tiiis  is  tlieu' 
last  pvish  ia  tliis  quarter. 

' '  Pat  rick  F  nROusox. ' ' 


Y'p  to  this  time  Ferguson  had  escaped  irom  his 
pursuers  and  evidently  iritendecl  to  reach  Corn- 
Avallis  if  possible.  He  was  then  sixteen  miles  from 
\' King's  ?dountain/'  which  Avas  to  the  southwest, 
wliile  Charlotte,  wliere  Cornwallis  lay,  was  directly 
east  onlv  tliirt\'-hA-e  miles  distant,  and  th.ere  were 
no  forces,  except  a  few  militia,  to  intercept  Ids 
nnirch  to  that  place.  It  may  be,  auid  it  is  probable, 
that  Ferguson's  pride  outweighed  his  iudgment 
and  he  determined  to  risk  a  battle  rather  than  enter 
Charlotte  a  fugitive  from  the  men  he  affected  to 


"^This  was  in  the   soutlieastern    portion   of  what  is  now  Cleveland 
Cou-it\-,  X.  C. 
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despise  •  or  it  ^uc.v  be  fc]i:it  a  clestiiiv  ■was  slin-jiiicr 
his  ciicls  whicli  lie  fclt  but  coi;Id  not  resist.  The 
Kiiig-'s  rvroiintaiii  stood  iiivitiiig-]}'  out  to  lure  him 
to  his  fate,  and  in  tlie  vanity  of  his  soul  he  believed 
li inisel  f  i n vjiic i bl e . 

Wdiatever  ir.a\'  ]ia\-e  been  die  stran-v  reason  thait 
impeded  liis'  eoiiduct,  FerL^uson  abandoned  Ids 
intention  to  join  Cornvalds.  lie  pnssed  in  tlie 
southwest  near  wliere  Wdiitaker's  Station,  on  the 
Air-Liue  Railroad,  is  now,  and  on  in  the  direction 
of  Vorkville.  ■  • 

On  this  road,  after  crossing-  ilie  creek,  on  the 
rio;ht  hand,  and  two  hundrid  and  fiftv  \'ards  fi-oni 
the  pass,  he  came  to  ''King's  ^dountain."  This 
was  on  t]ie  e\-eninr^^  of  the  6th  of  October,  j-^o. 
Kere  hv  pitched  his  camp  and  utuered  the  impious 
boast  that  the  ''Almigdity  corLid  not  drive  him 
from  it." 

The  disappointment  of  Cam.ubeirs  men  was  sore 
when  the},- found  the  ''g'^^-''^^  ''-'^^  fled,"  and  their 
uncertainty  an.d  anxiet\-  was  increased  Vv-hen  they 
learned  tliat  Ferguson  had  retreated  towards  Xiiietv- 
Six,  giving  out  that  lie  was  on.  Ids  \rav  to  that  F^rt. 
The  Wdiigs  had  nothing  but  rifles  and  could  not 
subdue  it.  It  seemed  for  a  time  that  Ferguson  had 
outwitted  them  and  escaped. 

The  matter,  howe\-er,  was  considered  in  the 
council  of  oflicers  and  it  Vv-as  determined  to  follow 
P'ergu  son  even  to  Xinety-Six  if  necessary  and  strike 
him  as  best  they  could.  Colonel  Clarke  had 
advanced    furtlier    west,  making    his    wav    to    the 


Wataiig"!!  3c-ttlenierit,  carrvin^  his  own  and  otlier 
Whi^i'  families  with  him.  The  news  reacJied  lun:  ' 
of  the  expeditioi^  a;^-aiiist  Feri.fasoii,  aiid  i\uii'ir  Wil- 
liam Chandler  and  Captain  lehnson  oi  Ids  partv, 
hied  on,  with  thirty  Georgians,  and  joined  Campbell 
at  Gilberttown.  A  few  days  therea^der  Major 
Chronicle,  from  tlic  Sonth  Folk,  in  Trvun.  Counitw 
also  ji)in.eci  iinn. 

The  Whigs  did  not  tarry  at  Gilberttown-.  As 
soon  as  tlie  resolution  to  follow  was  formed  the\' 
set  ont  on  Ferguson's  track  following  to  F'enard's 
Ford  on  tl;e  Broad  Iviver,  where  for  a  tim.e  tl!e\-  lost 
his  trail. 

I  am  informed  that  tra.ditiori  accounts  for  this  bv 
the  fact  that  Ferguson  marched  his  Uiien  down  iri 
the  stream  to  elude  the  pursuit  of  liis  foes  and 
came  out  below  the  ford,  then  bore  down  the  stream, 
instead  of  following  tlie  route  south,  ward  towards 
Ninetv-Six.'-'' 

Baffled  b\'  tliis  ruse,  many  of  the  Whigs  became 
discouraged  and  uneasy;  nian\'  of  the  men  were 
footsore  from  tra\'el,  and  a  portion  ot  tlie  horses 
gave  signs  oi  breaking  down.  The\-  were  now 
encamped,  at  .Ahwaniitr's  Ford,-!'  on  Green   River. 

*I  learneil  thi.-^  from  Colonel  I'rauk  Coxe.  of  Polk  County,  N.  C. 

tl  find  in  the  "N'o-th  .'■'>tatt "  t!ie  followiii'.^  anecilote  of  Elias 
Alexander,  wliich  is  worth  preserving-  for  its  humor  and  te*  illustrate 
the  feelinj^  that  continued  after  the  war  was  over: 

"  IClias  Alcxaudtr.  of  Kuthcrf.ji  (!  Cmiiity,  u-ns  an  oM  r -vohitiiinary  Wlii'.^.  who 
foug-ht  at  Kini;- s  .M.uiataiu.  atul  ihed  >  c.'.rs  afterwaiJ.  with  tTveiuy--:;ven  Hriti-~li 
and  Tory  buck-shot  in  his  body,  old  Major  Greer.,  of  the  same  county,  was  a 
Tory,  and  was  aNo  in  tlic  brittle  of  Ki;i;^'s  ^[o'a^tain,  on  the  Tory  side.  After  the 
war  t'.reen  \i-as  several  times  elected    to  the  State  Senate  from  Rutherford  County,, 
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A  council  was  called  and  it  was  deteniiincd  to  select 
their  best  men,  best  rifles  arid  best  liorscs  end  ex])e- 
dite  the  piirsnit,  iea\'inL:;;  those  less  stron^;  to  to'iow. 

While  Fers^usen  was  cneaniped  at  Tate's  pkiee, 
on  Buffalo,  '"  an  (/id  g-ciitlenian  called  on  b.inn.  v.dio 
disguised  the  object  oi  his  \'is:t."'  ( )n.  the  next 
da\',  the  5II1  of  (  )ctober,  arter  travtlir.g  twLUty 
miles  northeast,  tins  old  :.ventlenKin  eaiiie  to  the 
camp  of  the  Soutii  Carolina  detachment  at  Flin: 
Hill  \or  Cherry  jlonrecain),  and  related  liow  he  had 
imposed  on  Ferguson  Uiuder  tlie  disguise  of  beiuig 
a  Tor\',  and  arinoun-ced  the.t  Fergmson  h.ad  seuit  to 
Cornwallis  for  aid,  an.d  that  Ferguson  had  said  he 
''had  selected  Iiis  gTonnd.  and  thait  lie  defied  God 
Almightv  and  all  tlic  rebels  out  of  liell  to  o\-ercomc 
hinn" 

That  day,  on  the  autliority  of  Colonel  blilb  it  is 
stated,  that  Colonel  Williams  and  IMajor  Rrandon 
of  liis  company  were  missing  and   returned  in   the 


and  tfecined  invincible.     In  s ^2.;.  Alexander  detcrniineii   to  have  tVrL-cn  beaten  ai:d 
brousbt  out  his  r^un  as  a  candidate  a.i/ain-t  hir.i. 

■■  Green  liccame  apprthcHNivc  of  defeat  an  1  cuticltidedi  that  soniethin'.^  miK  be 
done.  Ide  fell  up3!i  th;-  id:a  Mf  juir.in,'-  tlic  napti-t  Cimrch,  and  in  carryi:)-r  uut  the 
project  wa.-;  immersed  in  the  £-'renc1;  Ilroad  River.  Alexander,  somewhat  di-,- 
conraged  at  this  turn,  hnt  ivctliing  daaatc  1.  v.cnt  tu  v/ittu.s.s  t'le  cercm  any.  Lean- 
ing atrain'st  an  old  tree  on  the  liank  of  the  ri\er  within  --peakinc;-  distance  of  the 
scene,  he  silently  aiui  doi'.bti;'.i,dy  watched  the  proce-..s  of  rec;e:ier;iti.jn. 

'■  Rveryhudy  e.vpected  •-'ime  kind  of  a  declaratii>p.  from  him  l)efore  th.ecruu-ci  dis- 
persed. Just  as'  tireea  was  raised  ont  of  the  water,  wet  as  a  rat.  and  clasping  for 
breath,  .Kle.vander.  wlio  w  a.^  very  tall,  and  towered  above  the  h\-slander3.  slowly 
raised  his  hand  and  pointed  at  him,  at  the  same  time  saying-,  in  a  loud  an.i  meas- 
ured tone  ; 

■  There  stands  old  Major  iVreeii.  ;.'.;:.■  neat  and  clean. 

Though  formerly  a  Tory, 
The  danindest  rascal  that  ever  was  seen 
J\'o7i'  Oil  hi.s  way  to  glory.' 
"  This  fnrni-hed  a  campaign  song  and  worked  an  overwhelming  defeat  of  ("ireeii 
at  the  poi;--." 


eveinri;,^.  Their  actions  aroused  suspicion,  and  on 
beiii^ir  pressed  by  liill  ro.id  L:icey,  they  adinitled 
that  they  hiid  ridden  across,  south\v-est,  to  Cani})- 
bell's  camp,  and  that  thev  were  to  nan  him  next 
da\"  at  tlie  old  Iron  \\'orks  on  I^awson's  Fork. 

Hill  discG\'ering  that  Willianis  had  misinlorined 
Campbell  as  to  the  \viierea;;oiits  of  Feriftison,  mlsel  v 
statint;  that  Fero:nsoii  had  marched  towards  Xinet\'- 
Six,  in  order  to  induce  Campbell  to  march  to  tliat 
point,  wiiere  \\  illiams'  interest  la\',  instead  of  pur- 
suing Ferguson,  charged  Williams  with  the  fraud 
until  lie  "admitted  ^t.  That  n^ght  Colonel  Fa:ey. 
with  a  guide,  made  his  vra\-  to  Campbeirs  camp 
and  acquainted  him  witJi  the  true  locationi  of  tlie 
British  army.  For  awliile  Lacey  v.  a-,  thought  t'"> 
be  a  spy.  but  hnally  hie  wa:^  enabled  to  impress 
Campljell  v.  itli  tlie  truth  of  liis  statement,  and  in 
order  to  strike  Fergus'-m..  ii  ^\-as  agreed  between 
them  to  form  a  i unction  at  Cow-ptms  instead  of  tlie 
Iron  \A'orks,  and  to  march  on  Ferguson  at  once. 
,  Cohmel  Facey  returned  next  dav  to  hncl  the 
whole  camp  in  a  terment  of  disorder.  Williams 
was  ordering  the  men  to  follow  him  to  the  Fron 
Works  and  on  to  Xinet\--Six,  wliile  Flill  was 
entreating  them  to  join  Campbell.  At  last  the 
contending  factious  marched  each  to  itself,  wlien  it 
was  discovered  thiat  Whlliams  had  l:.iit  itw  follow- 
ers. Hill  and  Lace\'  calling  on  their  followers, 
began  th;e  march  for  Cowpens.  Colonel  Whlliain.s 
.was  induced,  by  a  sense  of  dan.ger,  to  follow  in  the 
rear,  but    the  men    of   the   front   derided   his    men 
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chiniig"  the  march,  riucl  even  th.rew  stones  at  thein. 
About  sunset  of  the  6th  of  ( )etuber,  th.ev  all  reached 
tiie  Cov.'pens. 

( ^ri  tlie  5t]i  of  Octoh-er,  on  Green  Ri\'er,  and 
nearly  all  the  ni,-.dit  f^llowin;^-,  ihe  A\'ing"  ofheers  of 
Campbfirs  coinmanid  were  bnsv  chL.'Osino-  the  select 
r:ien,  rirles  arid  liorses  lor  the  tresh  yjmrsn.it.  Seven 
liundred  vrere  chosen,  lea\-inxO-  six  hundred  anid 
nineiv  16901  or  more  in  tlie  camp,  others  of  the 
comriKind  having  falleii  by  the  wav  from  weakness 
or  sickness.  These  numbers  are  approxin.iatel\' 
correct. 

^.lajor  Herndon.,  of  Clevelandbs  reo'iinent,  was 
left  in  connnun.d  of  tl^e  fciOtm'.-n,  vxdth  Captain  Xcal, 
of  Campbelhs  rei^-iment.  in  special  cliarge  of  the 
\'irt^dnians,  v.ho  wt-re  to  follow.  Tliev  were  given 
orders  to  expedite  their  march  as  much  as  possiljle, 
and  to  follow  the  horse  and  support  them  if  disaster 
sliould  come.  The  se\-en  liundred  men.  on  the  6th 
of  October,  marclied  twentv  miles  by  way  of  Sar.dv 
Plains  to  Cov\periS,  where  thev  found  I,ace\',  Hill, 
Williams  and  Graliann  Here  the\-  slaughtered  the 
fat  beeves  of  Sanders,  a  wealthy  Tory,  who  lierded 
liis  cattle  at  the  Cowpens,  an.d  pulled  the  fresh  corn 
from  his  helas,  and  the  men  and  horses  ate  and 
drank  and  v."ere  refreshed  for  the  chase. 

While  here  the  crippled  spy,  Joseph  Kerr,  of 
Williams'  command,  who  had  been  in  P-'erguson's 
caniD  at  Peter  Ouinn's,  six  miles  from  Kin<.i''s 
IMountain,  returned  to  communicate  the  news.  It 
was   deemed    important,    however,    to    obtain  later 
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tidings,  :iiid  Major  Cliroiiicle  siurgested  Enoch 
Gi  liner,  of  tlie  South  Fork,  LvS  the -man;  i'or,  .said 
he,  "  Gilmer  can  assume  any  character  that  occa- 
sion mav  recjuire;  lie  ci.uld  crc  and  iari:^'li  in  tlie 
same  breathi,  auid'  all  w  lio  saw  it  \\-oiild  believe  he 
was  in  earnest :  that  he  could  act  the  part  of  a 
lunatic  so  well  -that  no  one  e(juld  discover  him  ; 
above  all.  lie  was  a  strani:>'er  to  fear." 

Gilmer  left,  and  nfter  tfa\'eli:ii.{  a  few  miles, 
entered  the  liouse  of  'a  Tory  and  assumed  the  di.s- 
guise  of  a  loA'alist  seeking  Kergusoifs  headquar- 
ters, and  soon  v^•on  tlie  Tor^-'s  confidence.  From 
him  he  learned  all  aboui  the  movements  of  Fergu- 
son in  that  region,  an.d  liis  communication  v.'ith 
Cornv/all^s.  Gilmer  returned  and  reported.  A 
council  of  war  ■  was  held,  all  tlie  ofiicers  being 
present  except  Colon.Ld  Williams.  Campi^iell  was 
retained  as  chief  in  commimd.  The  North  and 
South  Carolina  men  cjf  l^ace  vhs,  Williamsh  riilhs  and 
Graham's  f  ^rce  numbered  about  tour  hundred,  being" 
about  equall\-  di\-ided.  Tlie  wli.ole  force  amounted 
now  to  ele\'en  hundred  men. 

As  North  Carolina  had  a  little  over  tv^-o-thirds  of 
the  men  in  Campbelhs  command  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
sume that  she  had  two-thirds  of  the  seven  hundred 
picked  men  who  followed  Ferguson,  or  four  hun- 
dred and  sixtv-six' men,  to  Vvdiich  add  the  two  luui- 
dred  men  who  joined  at  Cowpeiis  and  we  have  six 
hundred  and  sixty-six  (66v6)  men  out  of  the  eleven 
hundred  at  King's  Mountain  who  were  North 
Carolinians.      As    the     proportion     in     Campbelhs 
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torce  v/as  a  little  o\'cr  t\''0-ti]n'ds  we  iiia\'  satcl\' 
state  that  se\'en  luiiidred  were  Xortli  Carol iiiiaii:;, 
and  the  otliers,  except  Clarke's  thirtv  CTeorgiaiis, 
were  ahout  equal!\'  di\"ided  between  \'irginia  and 
Soutli  CaroUna' — two  hniidred  each. 

Here  vras  tlie  ar]ii\'  chat  was  to  make  tlie  first 
turn. in  the  tide  of  f^'rrnne  wdiieh  had  been  seiting- 
so  steadily  ap;ainst  the  cause  of  lib(^rtv.  North 
Carolina  was  furn^shinc^  nearlv.  if  not  entireh",  two- 
thirds  of  that  g'allant  band  and  slie  liad  contributed 
the  nionev,  S1200G,  b\-  means  of  wiiich  the  most  of 
them  wer^?  furnislied  witii  arriis  and  amriinriition. 
The  expedition  had  been  conceived  bv  a  Xortli 
Carolini;in.  'jdae  manenveriui^cr  <''f  the  contending- 
forces  had  all  been,  in  Xorth  Carolin^a,  and  that  6th 
da\'  of  (Jctober  eacli  armv  crossed  the  boundary 
line,  after  the  faslir-'U  of  honor,  tliat  the  duel  niigdit 
be  fougiit  out  of  tlie  vState.  flow  strange  the  cir- 
cumstance! But  at  that  date  King's  i'\Iountain  vv'as 
assumed  to  be  in  North  Carolina.  It  was,  however, 
true  to  the  laws  of  letributior,  th.at  Fergu;^on  and 
his  marauders  shovdd  perisli  in  South  Carolina, 
where  thev  liad  forfeited  tlieir  lives  accordiuig  to 
all  law,  luiman:  and  divine,  bv  the  comn.iission  of 
e\'ery  crime  that  depravit\'  could  suggest  or  inge- 
nuitv  conceive. 

The  march  frouii  Cowpens  to  King's  Mountain 
was  by  night;  the  rain  began  to  fall  and  Campbell's 
men  lost  their  wav,  so  that  when  dav  dawned  on 
the  7th  of  October,  the  rear  of  the  \hrginians  was 
onU'  hve  miles  from  Cowpens.      Delav  ensued  until 
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tlie\'  were  coiuluctcd  bv  a  guide  to  the  main  force. 
The  column  pushed  forward  cLgain  with,  spirit,  g'oirig- 
eastwardly.  -\s  th.ey  approached  Cherokee  Ford, 
on  th.e  main  liroad  Rr\'er,  Enoch  Gilmer,  the  liumor- 
ous  s]yv.  was  serit  forward  to  reconnoiter.  Ke  did 
not  returri,  but  as  tlie  vaiigu.;ird  came  near  the\' 
rccog-ni/:ed  the  voice  of  Gilmer  in  the  \-allev  singing 
"'  Banirv  /./.'.••/.',"  a  jolly  son.g  of  th.e  day,  an.d  kn.ew 
that  tlie  way  was  clear,  (fiilmer's  lieart  was  so 
glad  tliat  the  chase  was  nearlv  o\  er  and  the  game 
almost  in  siglit,  that  lie  had  given  vent  to  his  soul 
in  a  mirth. ful  song.''-' 

The  river  was  crossed  and  tliree  miles  further 
on  the}-  reached  Ferguson's  furmer  camp.  Here 
tiiey  halted  and  partook  of  a  meal  of  Torv  beef 
from  tiie  Cowpens  and  then  dashed  forward  briskh' 
through  the  rain  that  by  this  tin.ie  was  falling  fast. 
The  men  sacrificed  their  ov.-n  comfort  bv  putting 
their  blan.kets  around  their  rides  to  keep  the  powder 
dry.  Gilmer  hadi  been  sent  in  advance  again. 
Haltiuxg  at  ()i\<i  Beason's,  Campbell  learned  that 
Ferguson  was  only  nine  miles  off  and  in  camp. 
This  tresliened  the  zeal  of  pursuit  andi  aroused  the 
spirit  of  the  Whigs.  Revenge  was  almost  in  their 
grasp.  As  Campbell  rode  off  a  girl  followed  and 
calling  to  tlie  Colonel  she  a^kcd,  "Flow  many  of 
you  are  there?"  ''  Hnough  to  wFip  Ferguson  if  we 
cau  find  him,"  was  the  reply.      A  smile  lighted  her 


^Dr.iper  relates  many  amusing  anecdotes  of  this  jolly  and  fearless 
Whig  spy.  He  was  from  that  portion  of  Tryon  that  is  now  Gaston 
Countv,  North  Carolina. 
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face  (she  w^is  :i  V\hu^,]  and  pointiiii^  her  iiiv^cr  in  a 
direct  line  Vo  King's  Mountain,  slie  said:  "He  is 
on  that  rnoun.ta'.i:.""  Swiiter  were  the  footsteps  of 
the  lead;rs.  eh^ser  pressed  tlie  foilowers. 

Three  miles  iurthtrCariipbell  rude  up  to  the  liouse 
of  a  Tory,  and  on  en.tenng-  tirinid  Clilnier  parta- 
king oi  the-  best  in  the  liouse  and  hurrahing  fcir  King 
George,  with  two  girjs  a:\d  th.e  old  woman  waiting 
on  him.  Campbell  coiildnh  resist  the  teniptatiun 
to  have  some  inn,  and  ordering  a  rope  to  be  ptit 
around  Gilmer's  neck,  had  hirii  marched  up  the 
road  to  be  IriVig.  tlie  girls  in  the  meanwhile  weep- 
ing bitterly  ;ir.d  begging  for  his  life.  Gilmer,  after 
gettir.g  out  of  sight,  began  to  laugh  lieartih,-  and 
said:  "Colonel,  I  fjuiid  them  su.eli  lo\-al  tViends  i 
couldn't  lielp,  froin  pure  svn.iT\".t]i\-,  gi\'ing  both 
the  girls  a  smack.'' 

Gilmer  had  derix'ed  all  tiie  i:i formation  thev 
needed  as  to  Ferguson's  exact  location  nud  the 
niimibers  witli  h.im,  and  that  he  was  onh*  a  few 
miles  ahead.  The  oiTicers  came  together  again  for 
conference,  audi,  agreed  upon  tlie  plan  of  attack, 
which  WciS  to  surround  the  hill  and  press  tlie  eiieni\- 
to  tl'ie  top  and  destr(,'\-  Irim  there.  The  men  were 
informed  of  the  plan  and  assured  that  there  would 
be  no  danger  of  shooting  each  other,  for  thev  would 
all  shoot  upwards,  as  the  hill  ascends,  and  that  the 
British  shooting  downwards  would  overshoot  them."' 


*Colonel  Frank  Coxe  also  informs  nie  that  an  old  soMier  of  the 
battle  sai'l  the  British  shot  from  the  hip,  and  thnt  their  aim  was 
ahvavs  too  hiLrh. 
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Cosoiiel  W'iliirtiu  GTnhcini  iva^  met  here  bv  -a 
messeno'er  to  infari!i  him  that  lii's  wife  was  at  th.e 
point  of  death,  and  Avith  Campbell's  advice  and 
consent,  he  left  to  attend  her  bedside.  Tiie  old 
hero,  hov;cver.  heard  tire  gniis  before  he  was  well 
away,  arid  forcettin.g  all  else,  retnrned  to  tlie  battle 
and  reached  the  mourifain.  at  its  close.  As  C'donel 
Hambrig-lit  was  an  elderh*  man.  Campbell  «piit 
Chronicle,  the  major,  in  C(:*mniand  of  the  Lincoln 
Connty  men.  The  v.diole-souled  old  Dntchman 
took  n.o  ofrence.  and  when  Ciironicle  fell  lie  led  his 
men  witli  spirit  ar.cl  con.rage,  oven  refnsing  to  lea\-e 
the  held  after  a  mnsket-ball  had  penetrated  h.is 
thigh. 

In  tv\T)  njiles  of  Fergnsonbs  camp  the  'Whigs  cap- 
tured a  \  oung  man  r.anied  John  Ponder,  and  Kam- 
bnglit  knew  him  as  a  Torv  and  had  him  searched. 
On  his  person  was  a  dispatch  frci!i  Ferguson  _to 
Conuvallis,  lelling  him  the  situation  atid  imploring 
lielp.  Ponder,  on  being  questioned  in  regard  to 
Ferguson,  said  he  vras  in  full  uniform!,  but  wore  a 
checked  sliirt  over  it.  Tlie  iolh.-  old  colonel  lauglied, 
and  in  his  broken  Englisli  exclaimed:  ''  Povs,  hear 
dot  I      Slioot  for  the  mai:  mad  the  pig  shirt."' 

In  on.e  mde  of  Ferguson's  camp  thev  met  Henr\- 
W'atkms,  a  Whig  prisoner  wliom  Ferguson  had 
just  released,  and  he  was  enabled  to  give  them 
exact  and  accurate  information.  Hitherto  the  men 
had  not  been  required  to  ride  in  order,  but  now  thev 
were  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  two  men  deep.  Colonel 
Campbell  leadiug  the  right  and  Colonel  Cle\-eiand 
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the  leii.  Tlieii,  as  General  Gralia:]]  in  his  linrra- 
tive  sa\'s,  ''  the\'  llK>^■ed  up  a  branch,  and  ra\'iiie, 
between  two  rr^eky  knobs,  bevond^vhiich  theenenav's 
camp  was  in  ink  view,  one  hundred  poies  (5^0 
yards;  rii  iroiit  nf  ihein."'  They  In.d  pnn;,.'>sek^' 
approached  tlie  eneiny  by  this  ronte  to  cnt  oh' 
his  retreat,  it  it  shonld  liave  been  attempted. 

'"  In  tb.e  rear  oi  Live  trees  and  bnshc.^  tjn  the  e;ist 
side  of  Kingbs  Creek,  a  little  above  v/here  the 
Quarry  hload  passes  tlie  stream,  the  \\'hig-s 
arrived  at  3  o'clock  in  the  evening."  Tlie  orders 
were  given  "'to  dismount  and  tie  horses;  tie  up 
blankets  and  coats  to  tlie  saddle,"  and  a  few  mer. 
were  detailed  (who  didn't  stay  detailed)  to  take  care 
of  the  horses.  Finally,  "' Fresh  prime  vour  guns  ; 
go  in  resoh/ed  to  fight  till  \'ou  die  or  wdii."'^'  The 
rain  had  ceased  ab(.)ut  noon  that  day,  the  sky  was 
clear   and   a  cool   stilt    breeze    was   blov/ino-.     The 
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soldiers  were  comparati\-elv  drv  and  in  readiness 
for  the  onset. 

It  seems,  from  the  narrative  of  General  Lenoir 
of  North  Carolina,  that  when  in  a  mile  of  the  camp 
or  Fergnsori,  Major  Winston,  of  Surrv  County,  Imd 
been  dctaclied,  with  orders  to  make  his  wav  south 
of  tlie  Ouarry  Road  and  reach  Fergtison's  right, 
whicli  movement,  though  very  difhcult,  was  accom- 
plished successfulha 

Ferguson  was  on  King's  iMountain  in  his  lair 
like  a  wild   beast   that   had  been  brouglit   to   bav. 


^■"Draper,   from  whom  tl'.i.s    account  is,    in    a  great    measure,  con- 
<lensed. 
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He  sho\'i'cd  ii')  sigii'^  of  fear.  His  little  army  was 
drawn  up  along  tl:e  crest  of  tlie  nKJuntain  fn.ir.i  one 
eiul  to  the  otlier.  It  was  cornposed  oi  one  hundred 
Ranii;ers,  as  thev  were  called,  who  Inid  been  selected 
for  their  soldierly  qualities  from  the  King's  Anieri- 
caai  Rangers,  the  Xew  Jersey  volunteers  and  the 
Oueer/s  Ran.^ers.  Thev  were  picked  men  vrho 
had  uuxdergone  the  severest  discipline  and  vrere 
cnruil  to  anv  bod\'  of  regulars  in  tlie  hhiglish  army. 
To  these  were  added  one  thousand  loyalists  who 
had  been  recruited  in  South  Carolina  and  Nortli 
Carolina,  prirxcipally  from  the  region  of  >«'inety-Six. 
These  latter  were  called  Provincials  and  liad  been 
well  drilled.  As  far  as  their  personal  characters 
would  permit  thev  had  been  naade  etllcient  soldiers. 
Tills  estimate  of  Ferguson's  force  is  tliat  given  b}^ 
Tarleton."' 

The  armies  were  therefore  about  equal  in  num- 
bers, with  the  advantage  to  Ferguson  of  having 
chosen  his  ground  for  defence  and  ha\'ing  liis  troops 
vcell  rested  and  fed.  Neither  had  artillery  or  cavalr}'. 
It  was  a  contest  of  the  bayonet  and  musket  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  Deckard  rifle  on  the  other. 

Tlie  men  wh.o  fnigiit  were  in  contrast.  The  British, 
force  fought  for  the  honor  of  their  king  or  with  the 
varied  inoti\'es  ihat  actuated  the  American  Tory — 
disappointed  ambition,  fear  of  punishment,  or  the 
opportunity  for  plunder.  Xo  noble  sentiment  was 
found  in  their  hearts  and  they  felt  the  disgrace  of 
taking  up  arms  in  behalf  of  oppression  and  wrong. 

*Tarleton's  Camp.u;^ii--,  p.   156. 
II 
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A  verv  icw"  iHa\-  liave  been  coiiscieiitious  in  tlieir 
priiicipies. 

The  Whigs  fought  for  freedom  ;  the},-  fought  to 
prevent  tiie  plundering  horde  truui  uivadnig  their 
peaceful  aud  plentiful  homes ;  thev  fought  for 
religious  libertv  and  for  independen.ee  as  a  nation. 
The\-  liad  no  discipliuie  noi'  drill,  but  ever\-  maui 
knew  that  liis  duty  was  to  stan.d  by  his  comra.de  to 
the  death;  they  had  no  bavonets,  but  they  knew 
how  to  light  from-  tree  to  tree  and  to  rally  from 
every  retreat.  Thev  knew  that  defeat  meant  ruin 
arid  capture  mean.t  torture. 

With  these  sentiments  and  hopes  to  impel  theuii 
and  these  diseordar.t  masses  in  fron^  of  them,  we 
do  not  wonder  th.at  victory  perched  on  the  banner 
of  the  \\diigs.'  No  merceuiary  can  stand  before  a 
man  who  is  moved  by  the  conviction  of  duty. 

'"Thnce  aniie-l  is  he  who  hath  his  quarrel  just." 

Ferguson  viewed  tlieir  ai:)proach  with  f.rmn.ess 
and  courage,  but  not  with  in.drherenee  or  confidence. 
His -last  dispatch,  bv  John  Ponder  to  Cornwallis, 
indicated  his  apprehension  of  cleteat.  He  was  a 
Scotchman  from  the  bon.ny  hills  and  he  knew  that 
the  gatheriuig  of  the  mountain  clans  foreboded  evil 
to  those  who  roused  them  to  the  battle.  He  knew 
that  such  men  as  had  dogged  him  through  the 
mountains  and  through  the  streams,  through  wet 
and  cold,  and  were  now  deploying  beneath  his  last 
bivouac,  v.-ere  men  whom  no  danger  could  appall 
and  no  threat  could  intimidate. 
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AA'hat  a  si^l';!''.!  to  co'.iteuiphire  in  this  loiielv 
nioimtaiii  wilderness  !  Xo  pyramids  to  look  down 
upon  them  and  cliallenge  their  elaini  to  couniQ-c  or 
incite  'them  to  glor\'  ;  no  iorty  centnries  of  battle 
scenes  to  pro\'oke  tlieir  eniulati'jri.  It  v;as  untrained 
nifu.  in  the  wilderness  ot  a  virgin  region,  who  had 
come  to- contend  f;)r  the  land  and  the  country  on 
which  they  stood.  .  ■  . 

Xo  maiden  liand  bore  the  wreath  to  crown  the 
victor;  no  applauding .  thousands  waited  to  honor 
the  surA'ivor  of  the  carna^-e;  no  titles  of  nobilitv 
nor  badges  of  kriighthood  were  in  the  expectancy 
of  the  men  who  struggled  for  freedom.  It  was  tlie 
conflict  of  n.ien  v«-lir)  came  to  contend  for  principle 
and  who  sought  no  reward  but  the  "  glorious  privi- 
lege of  being  iiidependent ; '"  vdio  courted  no 
applause,  and  were  conterit  witli  the  approval  of  a 
good  conscience;  who  knew  nothing  ot  romance  or 
fiction  and  lived  only  to  love  the  women  and  the 
children  th.ey  had  left  behind  them. 

It  was  fit  that  the  God  of  battles  should  be  the 
only  spectator  and  th;it  His  omnipotent  hand  should 
crown  whom  He  willed  with  the  Avreath  of  victory. 

Tlie  spur  of  the  mountain  which  Ferguson  had 
chosen  lor  the  conflict  runs  from  southwest  ascend- 
ing to  the  northeast.  Its  summit  is  about  five  hun- 
dred \-ards  long  and  from  seventy  to  eighty  yards 
in  width.  A  branch  of  Clarke's  Fork  sweeps  around 
the  northern  decli\  it}- ;  at  the  northeastern  extremit}' 
of  the  eminence  the  descent  is  precipitous ;  on  either 
side  were  deep  hollows  parallel  to  tlie  course  of  the 
nn^iintain.      Tlie    Whigs   were   drawn   no   near  the 
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soutlnvestem  extreiiiity  wiierc  the  declivit\'  is  coni- 
parat!\-elv  gentle.  'I'he  ciriny  was  cli\'ided  into  two 
corps.  Campbell  \\;as  to  conmiand  the  cor])s 
approaching'  from  the  soiitli  side  of  the  moiiiitain 
and  Cleveland  tliat  from  the  n.orth. 

Wdnstini  hiid  already  made  a  detour  in  order  to 
approach  from  near  th.e  north.easteni  extremit}-  and 
Canipbell  now  led  his  men  i-n  the  f(dhi>wing  order: 
McDowell  iri  advance,  whose  right  joined  Winston's 
left.;  Sevier,  whose  right  joined  McDowell's  left ;  the 
right  of  the  \hrginians  joined  Sevier's  left,  so  that 
the  colunnj  f'-om  southwest  to  northeast  stood 
Campbell  first,  then  Sevier,  then  McDowell,  then 
Winston. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  mountain  Colonel  Kam- 
bright  marched  around  the  northeastern  declivity, 
and  his  left  joined  Winston's  right,  Clevelcirjd's 
left  rested  on  Hambright's  right,  then  Dacey  on 
Cleveland's  right,  then  V\'iHiams  on  Lace\''s  right, 
and  lastly,  Colonel  Sheliv,-  at ,  the  soutln^-estern 
extremit}'. 

Campbell  was  to  sv.dng  to  the  north  witli  the 
left  of  his  colunni  :ind  Shtdljy  to  the  south  with 
his  right  wing,  so  that  their  united  columns  should 
stretch  across  the  mountain  at  its  southwestern 
base.  When  all  were  in  column  at  their  respective 
positions,  it  formed  a  complete  cord(Hi  around  the 
mountain,  and  the  coil  was  to  be  drawn  closer  and 
closer  to  the  centre.  If  Ferguson  puslied  back  one 
side,  the  other  was  to  press  his  rear.  The  plan 
was  admirable,  and  if  executed  was  a  sure   success. 
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T'ne  di:ic;"r.i!]i  vliicP.  we  present  illustrates  tlie  posi- 
tions ns  abo\'e  descrilxid/-' 

The  W'liig's  niarclied  in  double  coranm  to  their 
respecti\"e  places,  h.eaded  1)\'  tlie  otlicers  n\  coinina;id 
of  each  rep;iniei:t. 

Shelbv  and  Canipljell's  men  began  the  attach. 
As  soon  as  tlie  approach  <:>t  ib.e  Americans  v.as  dis- 
covered, the  drum  beat  lo  arms  in.  the  British  camp, 
an.d  the  shrill  whistle  ot  Ferguson,  was  distinctly 
heard,"."  notifying  his  men  to  tahe  their  respective 
places  for  the  battle.  "Orders  had  been  giyen 
that  wlien.  Shelb\'  and  Campbell  were  readv  to 
begin,  the  attack,  the\'  were  to  give  the  sign.al 
bv  raising  a  regular  hidian  war-wlioop ;"  when 
tliis  signal  was  given,  the  otlier  columns  were  to 
press  torward  simultaneousUa  Idle  -juemv  open.ed 
fire  on  vShelbv  first,  and  it  was  with  difhcult\'  that 
he  restrained  his  men  ironn  returning  it  until  the 
proper  time.  "Press  on.  to  your  places,"  he  cried, 
"and  vourfire  Avillnot  be  lost."  \'ery  soon  Camp- 
bell's  stentorian  \'oice  u'as  heard,  as  tliev  wheeled 
by  the  left  into  line,  shoviting.  "  Here  thev  are,  bovs  ; 
shiout  like  h.ell  and  hght  like  de\dls!"  The  Indian 
war-whoop  reverber;ited  through  the  valleys  and 
hills  and  the  battle  was  begun:.  DePeyster  hearing- 
the  yell,  recognized  it  as  the  same  he  had  hrst 
heard    on   the    iStli   of   August,   and   remarked   to 

■■'The  map  was  made  by  General  Josepli  Graham  from  an  acUial 
survey  made  by  him. 

tFeri^uson  used  a  shrlH  whistle  which  he  carried  with  him  as  cav- 
a\rv  use  :\  l")n',.fle. 
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FerL!'iisor:.  ''Tlivse  are  those  same  \-e]]i!i;4-  de\-ils 
that  \sereat  }kius,'^"r()Vt's  ?\Iill.''  Criiiipijcll  pressiiu^^ 
forward,  was  de]a\-ed  in  liis  inarcli  ten  minutes  bv 
a  swampv  marsli  m  his  froirt.  Shelbv  g'oing"  a  sh.ort 
distance  aliead  received  the  first  bav<'.>riet  chiarge 
and  was  di-i\-en  down  tiie  liilb  but  quick'p,' reh^ading- 
they  gTive  the  British  a  falling-  fire  that  drove  tlieni 
up  tile  Jiill  agai)!.  -Tlie  trees,  w  iiich  retarded  tiie 
charge  of  the  Rang-ers,  afforded  a  rampart  for  the 
riflemen,  and  frora  tliis  co\'er  tliev  poured  in  the 
balls,  each  going  witli  the  marksman,  aim  to  its 
deathbe  work.  The  erest  of  the  monritain  was 
almost  bare,  and  tlie  British,  unprotected  when  in 
column,  we  re  a  splendid  target  for  tlie  mountaineers. 
Harry  Lee  said  of  Iving's  Ab^untain  that  ''  it  was 
more  assailable  bv  the  rifle  than  defensible  with 
tlie  bayonet." 

The  battle  now  raged  witli  furv  from  everv  side 
ot  the  mountain  as  the  coil  drew  nearer,  and  Fer- 
guson, dashing  frrun  ouie  side  to  another  to  rall\- 
his  men  or  lead  a  charge,  was  t\-pieal  of  Satan 
v\dien  lie  cried.   ''Which  vra\'  1  flv  is  hell!" 

The  rattle  or  musketrxg  tlu^  keen  crack  of  the 
rifle,  the  yells  and  whoops  of  the  assailants,  the 
commands  of  the  ufheers,  the  groans  of  the  d-\-ing, 
all  mingled  with  one  discordant  noise  around  this 
little  mountain,  making  a  pandemonium  in  A\-hich 
devils  might  have  disported  themselves  with  jov. 
]\rany  heroic  deeds  of  daring  were  done,  hand-to- 
hand  conflicts  were  occurring  on  everv  side,  splen- 
'did  shots   were  bein.g   made,  soldiers   were  leapincr 
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tn^ni  rock  to  rock  tor  sbek.er,  ihe  trees  were  being 
peeleci  bv  the  Inillets  intended  lor  the  man  behind 
them,  the  W'.undcd  were  scnnnbhng  awav  tor  safecv 
and  tlie  dead  lav  pro-tratc  at  evcrv  step  ;  but  amidsL 
tlie  infernal  din  the  coil  drew  nearer  still.  As  the 
British  bayonets  drove  the  men  down  one  side,  the 
Whigs  from  tiie  othrr  side  slioutcd.  "  Thev  retreat ! 
they  retreat  I"  atid  rushing  to  the  British  rear  thev 
puured  ni  the  bullets  like  hail  on  tlieir  backs. 

At  everv  reuetition  ot  this  cliari-'c  and  counter- 
charge  tlie  ranks  of  tlie  Rangers  grew  tliiiir;.er  and 
thinner..  The  Proxdncials,  with  butcher  knives 
fitted  to  their  guns  as  a  substitute  for  bavonets, 
came  to  their  assistance,  but  soon  iliev  too  began 
to  reel  and  stagger  in  the  storm.  The  retirement 
betore  the  ba\'onet  created  no  p:inic,  it  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  and  then  followed 
the  fresh  crack  of  the  rifle  an.d  the   advance   again. 

Tlie  W'h.igs  kept  out  of  tlie  Vv-a\-  of  ihe  bavonet 
and  were  comparatu'clv  unharmed,  but  there  was 
no  British  foot  swift  enough  to  outstrip  tlie  bullets 
of  the  old  Deckard,  :ind  everv  renewal  of  tlie  charge 
came  with,  we^ikened  force. 

i\[ajor  Chn^^nicle  had  led  tlie  Soutli  Fork  bovs  up 
to  the  ascent  on  the  northeast  end,  and  ttirning  to 
his  men  gave  the  command,  ''Face  to  th.e  hill."  It 
was  his  last  speech.  A  ball  struck  him  and  he  fell 
to  rise  no  m«)re. 

The  men,  undaunted,  pressed  on  under  their 
brave  old  Colonel  Hambright,  with  Joseph  Dickson, 
Captains   Mattocks,  Johnson,   White,    Espey    and 
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]\Ia.rtiii  at  tlic  JKac!  ot  Llieir  squads  uf  men,  cacli 
with  a  riti-.-  in  liaiid  and  df/iuij'  tlie  dnlv  of  a  pri\-ate 
ill  the  trav.  DePovster  was  e'(»n.inKinded  to  c]i;iro-e 
theiii,ai'!d  iiring'  a  vollcv  wdiicl^  killed  Mattocks,  the 
British  pu^;:ed  theni  hack  u'ith  the  ha\-onet. 

Tiie  old  Colonel  recc'xed  a  ball  thr'ai;L;'h  his  thi;^h 
wdiich  Illkd  Ills  boot  le--  wdtJi  blo(;d.  His  men. 
begi^x-d  him  to  retire.-  '"  Xo,  povs.  1  \-ill  stax"  as  l';npi;' 
as  1  can  sit  upd'  was  tlie  brave  response  of  Ham- 
brigdit. 

The  coil  was  _c>'f-ttin:^^  ti;,;ht  around  the  crest  of  the 
hill  and  at  times  \\dii,'-;'  au-d  Tc'-r-s-  were  .^oing  for 
the  same  tree  or  rock.  The  countersign  of  th.e 
Wliigs  was  "Bnf>rdd'  a  reminder  (>f  the  massacre 
at  the  \\':ixhaws.  and  ^\dien  this  ''shibboleth"  was 
not  gi\'en  on  demand,  up  went  tiie  rifle  to  the 
shoulder  and  the  cpiickest  was  tlie  snr\i\-or.  Tlie 
cloud  of  smoke  was  too  tliick  to  discern  tlie  white 
paper  in  the  hat  of  tlie  Wdiig  or  the  bunch  of  pine 
in  til  at  of  tlie  Tor  v. 

Relatu'es  and  acquaintances  often  recognized 
each  otlicr  as  the  quarters  grew  closer.  A  Tory 
named  Brroison  being  severelv  wounded,  seeing  his 
A\diig  brocher-in-law,  Captain  James  Wdthrow,  of 
Hampton's  command,  near  b\-,  solicited  his  help. 
"Look  to  ^-our  friends  for  help,"   was  the  replv. 

Captain  WhUiani  Lenoir's  conipau}-  of  Cie\-eland's 
command  was  left  behind  a.t  Green  Ri\-er,  but  the 
Captain  refused  to  remain  and  went  forward  as  a 
private.  Fie  received  two  wounds,  one  in  the  side, 
another  in  the  arm. 
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Col'jiiel  Se\-ier's  Xorth  CiToliniaus  were  tlie  first 
to  reach  the  siiiiiinit  of  the  hill  and  hold  their  posi- 
tion:  slieltercd  bv  the  rocks  around,  they  port  red 
destruction  into  the  nritish  flank.  Captain  Robert 
Sevier,  a  brother  of  the  Cohniel,  was  niortalh" 
wotinded  as  he  was  ascendin;<  the  niunntain. 

Colonel  Williams,  who  felt  the  mortification  of 
neglect,  fcaurbt  with  reckless  desperation,  pressing 
on  into  the  thickest  of  the  fi-ht.  He  received  a 
'  mortal  v-.-onnd  and  was  borne  unconscious  to  the 
rear.  Water  being  sprinkled  on  his  face  he  revived, 
and  while  gaspin^r  h)r  breath  he  looked  at  the  men 
around  and  said,  "For  God's  sake,  boys,  don't  give 
tip  the  hill." 

Slielby  v\-as  now  in  conjunction  with  Campt:)erfs 
column,  eettino-  nearer  the  summit.  He  constantly 
admonished  his  men  "never  to  shoot  till  you  ^ee 
vour  eiiem\-  and  never  see  him  without  bringing 
him  down."  Whinston  and  McDowell  were  in  close 
rifle  slojt  and  Cleveland  had  led  his  men  up  the 
steep  acclivit\-  in  the  rear  of  PVrgusoifs  line. 
Colonel  Lacey's  Imrse  had  been  shot  btit  he  was 
advancing  on  foot  and  driving  the  enemy  before 
him. 

Tlie  British  were  enveloped  and  tlie  fire  was  so 
hot  from  e\-erv  cpiarter  and  their  ranks  so  thin, 
they  were  unable  to  compel  the  troops  to  renew  the 
charge. 

"The  combat  <k-epened." 

The  Provincials  were  now  giving  way  on  the 
southwestern   side  of  the  crest,  pressed   by   Camp- 
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bell,  Sfvicr  and  Sbelny,  ruid  t;iken  in  the  ilank  In- 
]\IcDo\vell  and  Winsioii,  and  in  tiie  rear  ])v  Cle\-e- 
land.  Two  white  Hiii^'s  were  r;iised  in  tolien  of 
surrender,  which  Fero-usuni  eutduw  n  with  J^iis  sword. 
An  oMicer  remonstrated  and  h:eo-;^-ed  that  tlie  carn.a,t^e 
miglit  cease,  but  Fei'g'uson  swore  h.e  "  would  never 
surrender  to  sucli  banditti/'  Captain  DePevster, 
his  second  in  ccnnnumd.  seeing  liis  men  huddled 
on  the  crest  and  ijeing  sho't  down  on  everv  side, 
urged  him  t<.)  surrender.  At  len.glh,  being  satisfied 
that  all  was  lost,  "  Ferguson,  with  a  few  chosen 
friends,  nnide  a  desperate  atteiiipt  to  break  through 
the  A\'hig  lines  on  the  southeastern  side  of  the 
mountain,  arid  escape.''  As  lie  went  he  cut  andi 
slashed  with  his  sword,  using  his  left  iian.d,  until 
the  sword  was  broken. 

To  pass  a  hie  of  m.otiuitain  riflennen  and  live  was 
more  th.an  man  could  do.  Gilleland,  one  of  Se\der\s 
men,  recognized  Ferguson,  and  "drew  a  bead"' 
upon  him,  bat  his  rifle  missed  fire.  Calliuig  to 
Robert  Young,  one  of  his  comrades,  ''  Tlierc  goes 
Ferguson — shoot  him,"  Young,  drav/ing  his  rifle 
affectionately  to  his  slioulder,  replied,  "I'll  see 
wdiat  Sn-eet-lips  can  do;''  Tliere  was  a  flash,  a 
sharp  lingering  crack,  and  Ferguson  tumbled  from 
his  saddle.'  "Sweetdips"  had  been  true  to  her 
reputation.  Others,  too,  had  marked  tlie  "  pig 
shirt"  and  revenged  Hambright's  wound  by  put- 
ting six  or  eight  more  bullets  through  that  same 
"  pig  shirt.''      Ferguson  fell  near  Sevier's  column  ; 
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he  xviis   iniconscions  ^vlieii  he  fVlh  and   lived  hut  a 
l^w  miiuites.     The  prayer  oi  Far^^oii  Donk  had  ijeeu 
answered.      Two  Tory  ofhcers,  Cohjnel  X'e/ey  Hus- 
bands anu  ALiJMr   Daniel  PUunnier,  whu  were  ^nl.h 
Fero;nson,  turned  to  dec,  bat  both  svere   sliot  dead. 
Seeing   their    leader   hilh    the    eijeniy    began   to 
break,  and  took  refui^e  behind  cheir  ^vagons,  where, 
tl)r  a   short   while,  they   renewed   the   cond)at,   but 
being  hred  on  from  tlie  rear  by  Ck-veland,  who  had 
•gotten  close  to  them,  they   retreated  into  a  sunken 
place  or  hollow.      Few  of  the  Rangers  no^v  survived 
and  the^-"were   in  terror.      All  order  and  organiza- 
tion was  lost,  and  these  wretched  beings  stood  like 
a  herd  of  deer  in  a  corral,  and  were  slaughtered  ni 
their    tracks.      '^Buford!"   -ikuford!"    ^Tarleton's 
Quarters  1^'   ^' Tarleton's  Quarters!''   rangwdth  fear- 
ful  tones  in    the   ears  of   these    perishing   beings. 
The    d:iy   of   justice    and    judgment,  awiul    in  its 
reality,  had  come   to  them.      Young  Sevier,  son   ot 
the   Colonel,  had  heard  o'i  his   uricle's   death,  and 
would  not   be    restrained.      "Standing  erect,    with 
deliberate   aiiu    he   would  bring  down   a  Tory,"   to 
aven.ee  the  blood  of  the  vSeviers. 

In  vain  were  vrhite  handkerchiefs  raised.  Those 
who  raised  them  became  targets  for  the  infuriated 
Wliigs,  and  their  holders  fell  beneath  the  signal. 
One  man  on  horseback  rode  out  wdth  a  wdiite  Hag, 
but  fell  as  he  came  in  view  ;  a  second  shared  the 
same  kite.  Tlie  Whlkes  men  were  lying  in  wait 
to  shoot  everything  tliat  made  an  attractive  target. 
''  Larkin  Cleveland  must  be  avenged  before  we  cease 


I  I  7  -  >   •    - 

nriiig  I""  *'  Clirv-niicle  and  Flcimbriglit  mid  William^ 
must  ha\e  blood  for  blood!"  Such  was  the  iiiaddt'iu^d 
sense  oi  these  enrag'ed  nicu  who  had  come  for  \'ic- 
torv  and  vengeance.  Tlie\'  deter^nined  that  tive 
work  should  be  eUectuallv  done.  Tlit-  Ruthcrf')rd 
men  reminded  each  otlier  of  th.e  cowardly  assassi- 
nation ot  their  leader's  SC'U  on  Pacolet;  the\-  li>tened 
a.  moment  and  shot  again.  On.o  more  victim  to  tiie 
unbending  law  of  retribution.  Idius  from  lip  to 
lip  went  tales  ol  wrong,  and  from  rifle  to  rifle  came 
the  voice  of  vengeance.  The  scene  is  too  sad  to 
contemplate — the  curtain  must  fall.  ^lajor  Evan 
Shelby  shouted  to  tlie  victims,  "Throw' down  vour 
arms  !'"  It  was  instanth.-  done,  and  rushing  forward 
he  implored  hi>  followers  to  shoot  no  more.  The 
f.ring  had  almost  ceased,  but  as  stragglers,  or  those 
who  were  too  weak  to  be  in  front,  gained  the  crest, 
the\-  emptied  their  ritles  once  more.  Campbell, 
riding  to  the  front,  exclaimed  :  ''For  God's  sake, 
CjUitl  i<"  IS  murder  to  shoot  anv  more.''  DePevster, 
a  brave  soldier,  rode  up  to  Camnbell  and  said,  ''  It 
is  unfair."  There  was  no  time  for  argument. 
Campbell,  addressing  the  enemv,  ordered  DePevster 
to  dismount,  and  called  out :  "  Officers,  go  to  \'Our- 
selves;  prisoners,  take  off  vour  hats  and  sit  down." 
The  Wdiigs  vcere  tlieii  ''drawn  up  and  around  tliem 
in  a  continuous  circle,  then  double  guards,  and 
finalU*  four  deep."  The  game  was  bagged  and  the 
hunters  stood  around  gazing  at  their  victims.  Now 
and  then  an  old  marauder  or  bushwhacker  was 
recognized   and    his    sin    proclaimed.       Accordiiig 


to  the  eiioniiit\'  of  tlieir  cruelties  eaeh  wretch  was 
eiideavoniiif  to  h.icle  behind  his  iieigiiboi.  A  tear- 
ful reckouiu_^"  was  at  hand.  Tlie  aruis  were  removed 
from  the  prisoners  and  strom^dy  _L;Tiardecl  th.at  t]ie\' 
niiglit  not  be  resinned  in  the  confusion. 

As  FergusoUi  tell,  his  small  silver  whistle  dropped 
from  his  pocket  and  was  picked  up  by  a  Tory 
named  Elias  Powelb  who  lived. in  Cakh.\\'ll  Count\'. 
It  was  preserved  until  PoAvell  died  in  1S32,  when 
his  children  look  it  west  vrhere  it  was  lost. 

Ferguson's  sword  was  given  either  to  Cleveland 
or  Sevier,  most  probably  the  latter. 

Such  was  the  curiosit}'  to  see  the  dead  bod\'  of 
Ferguson  that  many  wounded  soldiers  had  their 
friends  to  convey  them  to  the  spot  that  thev  might- 
gaze  upon  it. 

Ferguson  was  buried  near  where  he  fell.  "  Xo 
martial  cloak''  was  around  him  ;  he  was  enclosed 
^  in  a  beef's  hide  and  buried  in  a  hole.  It  is  dis- 
creditable, perhaps,  to  clironicle  such  a  fact,  but  it 
seems  to  be  well  authenticated.    • 

The  envenomed  hatred  of  Ferguson  bv  tlie  Wdiigs, 
whom  he  had  so  cruelh'  wronged,  became  a  mono- 
mania and  its  cravings  for  revenge  v/ere  insatia])le. 

Ferguson  had  two  mistresses  with  him  :  the  one, 
a  red-haired  v\"onian,  'A'irginia  Sal,"  was  killed; 
the  other,  'A'irginia  Paul."  survived  and  was 
indifferent  to  his  fate.  Tradition  says  that  the 
former  was  Iniried.  in  the  same  grave  with  Ferguson. 

The  engagement  had  lasted  onlv  fifty  minutes 
when  Ferguson  fell,  and  tliat  mav  be  considered  tlie 
end  of  the  fic-dit. 
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Not  one  of  the  erieiii}-  v/lio  were  on  tlie  iiill  v.-]ie:i 
the  f,L:'ht  began  escaped;  there  was  a  party  of  tv.'o 
hundred  fora:ci^ers  out  \\  In)  left  that  niornino-  and 
did  nut  return. 

From  ttie  many  reports  of  th.e  Britisli  loss  I  tlrha.k 
that  n.iade  b}-  Color;el  She]',)y  in  a  letter  to  Iris 
father,  li\"e  days  after  the  battle,  is  perhaps  nearest 
to  tl]e  actual  facts.  He  savs  the  loss  of  Ferpaisori's 
corps — the  Ran.g'ers— was  30  killed,  28  wour^ded 
and  57  prisoners.  That  the  loss  of  the  Tories  was 
127  killed,  125  wounded  and  649  prisoners  ;  or  both 
classed 't'^'fether,  157  killed,  153  wounded  and  706 
prisoners — total  10 16.  The  official  report  of  tlie 
"Whig  commanders,  it  was  admitted,  was  exage^er- 
ated  somewhat  for  effect.  (Jf  the  Tories,  three 
hundred  were  North  Carolinians  under  Colonel 
Ambrose  iMills.'"'  The  others  Avere  from  South 
Carolina,  mosth'  from  the  region  of  Ninetv-Six, 
where  Fergusort  had  his  headciuarters.  The  Ameri- 
can loss  was  28  killed  and  62  wounded.  The 
great  disparit}-  in.  the  respective  losses  was  attrilm- 
table  to  the  line  marksmansliip  of  the  monntain 
men,  and  that  the  British  were  huddled  togetlier 
when  the  close  tiring  occurred. 

The  command  of  Chronicle,  from  Tr\-on  Couuitv, 
suffered  very  riUieh  more  than  an\'  of  the  others. 
Chronicle  was  killed,  Colonel  Hambright  severely 
wotinded.  Captain  i\Iattocks,  William  Rabb,  John 
Boyd  and  Arthur  Patterson  killed,  Moses  Henrv 
mortall}-  wounded ;  Captain  Espey,  Robert  Henry, 

^Ile  was  hung  at  Biijjc^er^tatT  s. 
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William  Gilmer,  John  Cliittim  and  William  Brad- 
ley wounded.  Four  otliers  of  Captain  Martin's 
companv,  names  llrlkno^.\■n,  were  wounclecL- 

Fer^mson's  persomil   effects   wczve  distributed  as 
follows:     Captain 'Joseph    ?^IcDo^velh    of   Pleasant 
Garden,  ftr^^t   cmsin    of   Major  Joseph.    McDowell, 
who  wrus  in  commaiM  of  Colonel   Charles  ^IcDow- 
elrs  regiment,  secured  six  pieces  of  his  chi^m  dinner 
plates  and  a   small  coffee  cup   and  saucer.      These 
are  still  retained  among  his  descendants.      Colonel 
Shelby  obtained  the  larger  silver  whistle  ;   Colouiel 
Sevier  was  allotted  the  silken  sash  and  Ferguson's 
commission  as  lieutenant  colonel  and  DePeyster's 
sword;   Colonel  Campbell  took  his  correspondence; 
the  white  charger,  from  which  Ferguson  was  shot, 
was,  bv  common  cc-n.sent,  awarded  to  Colonel  Cleve- 
land, who  h.ad  lost  his  horse  in  the  battle  and  was 
too  unwieldi}'  to  travel  on  toot.t 

So  much  sDace  has  been  devoted  to  tliis  impor- 
tant battle  that  I  cannot  pursue  the  subject  any 
more  in  detail.  The  heroes  who  fought  it  returned 
to  their  liomes,  feeling  that  ihey  had  been  saved 
from  calamities  which  only  such  a  band  ot  Iree- 
booters  as  the  Tories  could  iriiiict.      A  few  oi   these 


'''^la^0T  Cbroricle  was  a  young  nr.iu  of  ij;oo'l  family  and  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence.  He  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  a  ^liss 
Alexander  of  Mecklenburg  County,  and  when  killed  was  wearing  a 
gold  ring  which  she  had  presented  to  him.  The  ring  is  now  in  the 
family  of  her  descendants  of  Charlotte,  N.  C,  as  I  am  informed. 
Miss  Alexander  subsequently  married  Judge  Lowrie  of  North  Car- 
olina. 

tDraper,  pp.  307   'S. 
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Tories  were  luiiig  for  their  crimes  at- Big.Li'erstatt 's, 
in  Riitliertbixl  Count}',' nnioiig  tlic'iiV  Color c*!' ^I-ills. 
The  or.licr  prisoners  were  sent  to  Virginia. '•■ 

''  The  victor}'  at  K-itig's  Mountain,  wliich,  in  the  spirit 
of  the  .Vnieritan  soMiers,  was  like  the  rising  at  Concord, 
in  its  elTect  .like  the  sriccess  ai  Benrangton,  changed  the 
aspects  <>f  thie  war.  Tiie  hi}-alists  no  longer  dared  to 
rise.  It  fired  the  patriots  ijf  the  t\;-o  Carolinas  {vith  fresh 
zeaL  It  encon.ra;^'ed  t'te  fra:^ments  of  tlie  defeated  and. 
scattered.!  American  ami}'  to  seek  each  otiier  and  or:.2;aii- 
ize  therriselves  anew.  It  qnickened  the  Legiskitnre  oi 
North  Car.'hiria  to  carne-.t  elTo'-*-^.  It  encouraged  \'ir- 
ginia  to  devote  her  resources  to  the  country  sotrthi  of 
her  border.  The  nppecn'ance  on  the  frontiers  o^  a  numer- 
ous eneriU'  from  settlem.ents  be}'ond  the  moi;ntaius, 
wdiose  \'erv  names  had  Ijeen  unkr.own  to  the  British, 
took  Corn wal lis  by  suri'rise,  and  tlieir  success  was  fatal  to 
his  intended  e::pedition.  He  liad  lioued  to  step  \\  ith  ease 
from  one  Carolina  to  the  other,  and  fro-m  those  to'  the 
conquest  of  \'irginia,  and  ire  had,  now  no  other  choice 
but  to  ret  re. t. 

"That  memorable  victory,  Jefferson  declared,  was  the 
iovfrd  annunciation  of  that  turn  of  tlie  tide  of  success 
wliicli  termiaate'l  tlie  revoluii(jnar\'  v,"ar  Vv'itli  tlie  seal  ot 
independence,  "t 

Xortli  Carolina  nia\-  glory  in  this  decisi\'e  and 
splendid  victor v,  whicli  relieved  her  from  further 
invasion  of  her  western  borders.  Her  sons  had. 
originated  the  campaign,  her  money  equipped  its 


'■Ti;"".>e  u'ho  desire   tC' CvV.uinue   the 'story  can   derive  pk-.isure  anil 
profit  perusinc;  it  in  ZVIr.  Draper's  book. 
+  EancroU,  vol.  5,  p.  4  j-j. 
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soldiers,  her  sons  coiisiituted  tv/ivUiirds  of  it^  army 
and  most  of  its  leaders  v\-ere  her  citizens.- 

W'e  yield  to  \'irg-iiiia  her  full  share  of  the  glory. 
and  accord  to  South  Carolnia  praise  for  miexDected 
assistance  wliich  she  so  freehc  g-ave,  but  we  must 
be  pardoned  for  publishing  the  facts  of  hisiorv  as 
they  are,  that  Xorth  Carolina's  r,ame  ma\-  not  be 
obscured  in  tiie  stcjrv  of  this  yTcat  acliieveinent. 


XoTK.  —  A  liioiuuTieiit  thirty  feet  hi.q;!i  an.l  coii>tructe(i  of  granite 
blccks  now  staiuls  upon  thf  sumiiiit  of  Kinuj's  ^Mountain  to  coin- 
ineniorate  tlie  Jeedi  of  the  ])atrioLie  uieu  who  -.vou  this  nieniorahle 
victory.  The  LegiaiaLur--  ot'Xorih  Carohua  appropriateil  >  [500  to  the 
work,  and  _\  et  j'tu'!"^-  the  list  oi'  nauie;^  chiisekd  on  this  inonuinent 
the  name  of  IVIcIJowell  lioes  not  appear.  The  IMoDowells  of  Rurke. 
in  conjunction  wiili  Sevier,  conceived  the  schietne  anil  ort.;auizLd  tlie 
American  force  which  captured  Ferguson  and  le<i  tlie  attack  in  the 
battle.  Such  are  the  e.^^^re^L^ious  i)ha!id.t:5  and  '.niustice  v.h.ich  char- 
acterize hi?tor\-  ;  such  are  the  sins  connnittei.l  in  its  name. 
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CHAPTER  IW 

Co^n^v'-ll!is  Retreats  from  v'hariottt;  to  Wiinisboro— General  Mor,L;aii 
ioins  Gates  Vt  Hillsboro— 1 7:itr:s  tiiovl-s  from  Ilill.-^boro  t_)Cliar- 
lotte — Getieral  Xatlianael  Greent  siiperseties  ("ratts  Decein^KT 
4wh,  17S0,  at  Ciiariottt.' — I'ersoiial  Sketches  of  i'^retjiie  ami  C':>rn- 
wallis  —  Greciie  Z^Ioves  to  "  Camp  Repo^t•  "  mi  the  Pee  Dee— 
^lortran  sent  to  ilie  W'e-^iern  Part  of  tlie  State  liecember  i6th  — 
Sketch  of  General  ^Morgan— rPee's  Le,L;ion  joins  Greene —Char- 
acter of  l.ee  — Tf.e  Xortli  Carolina  Riilemen  jui:i  Morc,'-an  ,310 
Stron.u'" — The  Fi,i.',ht  at  Ilammomls'  Store— Maneuvering  of 
Tarleton  and  ISlorgau — Their  respective  Strent^th — Tarleton's 
Cluirarter — ISattle  of  Co^vpens  Jannary  the  17th,  1781. 

TT'^HHX  ve  took  ud  the  sior\-  of  Kin""'s  Moun- 
*■  ^  tain,  Ci.'rnwallis  ^\-as  at  Charlotie,  Xortli 
Carolina,  where  liis  army  was  e\er\-  day  subjected 
to  insult  and  aunovance  from  the  rancorous  Whigs, 
who  listened  to  no  overtures  of  conciliation.,  and 
continued  to  sliov/t  down  his  sentinels  and  foragers. 
General  D:i\'idson  was,  with  his  l)rigade  of  militia, 
between  Chiarlotte  and  Salisbury,  watching  events. 
General  Gates,  with  tlie  scattered  remnants  of  his 
armv  and  some  accessions  nf  militia,  was  at  Hills- 
boro.  The  Go\-ernor,  Abner  Nash,  v^as  exerting 
himself  with  patriotic  energy  to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  arnu'  and  place  it  again  in  the  field.  Public 
spirit  was  manifested  b\-  the  people,  and  the  officials 
seemed  determined  "  to  pluck  safet\'  from  this 
nettle  of  danger.'' 

The  messencrers   whom    Fersfuson    had   sent  to 
Cornwallis   from   Tate's   plantation    (in   Cleveland 
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Couiitv  now  )  iirirrowly  c.-c:<ped  capture  in  theWliio- 
settlement  of  Crowder's  Creek,  wliere  the  Scotcli- 
Irisli  Presb\-terian.s  resided,  and  consequently  they 
did  not  re'icli  Cornwallis  until  tlie  7th  dav  of 
October,  v\-hile  tlie  conflict  "was  ragini^,"  on  King's 
iMoun.tain.  Cornwallis  appreciating  P'erguson's 
danger,  an.d  snddenh;  aroused  to  the  consciousness 
that  an  Lincxpected  army  had  sprur.g  up.  Ironi 
some  unknown  region,  in  front  of  liun,  iinuiiediately 
ordered  Colonel  Tarletou  to  hasten  to  Ids  rescue. 
Tarleton  left  next  morning. 

Tlie  messerigcrs,  Collins  and  Ouinn,  retrirned 
with  him  as  guides,  and  Tarleton  intended  to  cross 
the  Catawba  at  Arnion.r\s  Ford,  near  the  month  ot 
the  vSouth  Fork.  The  ford  was  deep  and  the  cross- 
ing pro\'ed  dangerotis,  many  of  the  ach/ar.ce  guard 
being  compelled  to  swim.  It  v.-as  resolved,  tliere- 
fore.  to  remain  on  tlie  east  side  until  mornin.g;  but 
the  next  dav,  before  the  water  subsided,  two  men 
v/ho  had  been  near  the  battle,  or  perhaps  some  of  the 
foragers  who  esca])ed,  informed  Tarleton  oi  the 
disaster  w'hich  had  f)efallen  Ferguson  at  King's 
iXIountaiu,  arid  he  beat  a  liastv  retreat  to  Charlotte,'-' 
arriving  there  tlie  same  evening. 

Cornwallis  was  panic-stricken  at  the  news  of  the 
destruction  of  his  left  wing,  and  his  own  exposure 
thereb\-  to  sudden  attack.  The  Whigs  ptirposelv 
exaggerated  the  number  of  the  aniiv  that  had  over- 
whelmed Ferguson,  and  conve\-ed  to  Cornwallis 
intimations  that  these  men  were  marching  westward 

"■General  rTrahain  in  L'niver.sity  Maj^aziiie,  vol.  ^,  p.  lor. 
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to  join  Da\'idson  raid  attack  tlie  I^ritisli  at  Ciiar- 
lotte.  Xinet\'-Six  was  now  at  the  iiu-rcv  of  these 
invincible  mountain  li.ordes  and  the  British  army 
could  be  cut  off  from  its  liric  of  retreat.  His  lord- 
ship did  not  tarrv  to  hear  arp;uments  on.  the  other 
side;  lie  thought  "discretion  ^^■as  tlie  better  part 
of  valor''  in  tlie  einero'enc\-,  and  therefore  ordered 
his  vrhole  arniv  t()  he  in  readrness  in  or.e  hour  \.o 
begin  the  retreat  to  \\'iniisboro,  in  Fairtield  district, 
South  Carolina,  about  sevent\'  miles  south  of  Cliar- 
lotte.  The  mud  in  tlie  Blackjack  loak)  country 
of  the  \\  axhaws  ib  pro\-erlhal  fur  its  sticky  Cjuality 
and  the  depth  of  its  softness  in  rainy  weather.  It 
was  then  an.d  is  novr  a  terror  to  all  tra\-elers,  espe- 
ciallv  wagoners,  who  are  compelled  to  pass  througli 
it  in  the  w  inter.  At  this  time,  tlie  Stli  of  Otober, 
the  rainv  season  had  begun,  and  tlie  roads  were 
almost  impassable. 

One  McAffertv,  a  mercliant  of  Charlotte,  vvdio 
was  at  hear'  a  Whig,  but  Avho  had  remained  in 
Charlotte  to  save  his  property,  was  selected  as  their 
euide.  The  retreat  began  at  sunset  on  the  e\-en- 
ing  of  the  9th,  taking  the  road  leading  to  tlie  old 
Nation  Ford  on-  tlie  Catawba.  "  McAfferty  led 
them  the  road-  to  the  right,  about  two  miles  below 
Charlolte,  which  went  to  Park's  Mill.  When  they 
got  near  that  place,  he  suggested  that  they  were 
on  the  wrong  road,  and  he  must  ride  out  to  the  left 
to  find  the  right  one,  and  in  pretending  to  do  this 
he  escaped  from  them."'"=' 

^Joseph  Cjrahani's  account. 
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The  night  was  dark,  and  'neiiig-  near  tlie  liills  of 
Cedar  Creek,  and  floundering'  thirough  the  raud 
witiiout  guide  or  compass,  the  confnsion  was  "  worse 
coniourided."  In  allenipting  to  hrxd  reads  k^ading 
to  the  left,  so  as  to  regain  their  proper  ronte,  thev 
became  separated  and  o\"ercome  b}-  the  fear  that 
the  Wdiigs  had  krid  this  snare  to  cover  an  attack. 
B\'  naidnight  the  two  farces  were  three  or  four  miles 
apart  and  did  not  succeed  in  reaching  the  Xation 
Ford  road,  and  collectir.g  their  forces,  nntil  noon 
next  da\'. 

r^IcAfferty  had  ridden  all  night  to  reach  Colonel 
Davie's  camp  :u\d  inform  him  of  the  situ.ation. 
Davie  started  in  pursuit  next  inorning,  but  found 
the  cavalr\'  so  formidable  in  their  re:ir  tiiat  he  was 
inia1.)]e_to  make  an  attack.  Da\'ie  returned  to  liis 
camp,  on  Sugar  Creek,'-'  the  same  evening.  The 
roads  were  so  deep  Avith  mud  that  Cornwallis  was 
ten  or  twelve  davs  reaching  \Vinns'br.)ro. 

This  narrative  of  the  British  retreat  is  condensed 
from  General  Grahanrs  article  in  the  University' 
^lagaziiie.  Tarleton  denies  that  he  returned  to 
Charlotte.  He  says  he  received  orders,  at  the  Ca- 
tav\'ba,  to  cross  the  country  and  intercept  the  line  of 
retreat  of  the  main  arin\-,  and  he  complains  bitterly 
that  not  being  present  to  get  the  Legion  baggage 
off,  he  lost  all  his  knapsacks,  which  were  in  the 
rear  wagons  that  were  left  stickino-  in  the  mnd. 
Graham   sa\-s    forty    wagons.     No   donbt   Colonel 

*Tarleton  places  General  Sumner  at  that  time  at  Alexander's  Mill, 
op  a  branch  of  Rocky  River:  p.  165. 
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Da^•ic's  cavalry  enjoyed  lliis  "treasure-trove"  and 
added  it  to  iiis  scanty  supply. 

Tarletoir'  says,  ''The  royal  forces  remained  two 
davs  in  an  anxio'Us  and  miserable  situation  in  tlie 
Catawba  settlement,  o-A'in,i2;  to  a  dangerous  fe\'er 
which  suddenlv  attacked  Lord  Cornvallis,  and  to 
tlie  Av^.ntof  forage  and  provisions/'  Tarleton,  him- 
self had  just  passed  through  a  spell  of  fever.  "\Vhen 
the  physicians  declared  his  lordsliip  could  not 
endure  the  motion  of  a  waguu.  Colonel  Lord  Rav- 
don,  the  secon.d  m  command,  directed  the  troops  to 
cross  Sugar  Creek.'' 

Tarleton.,  in  his  usual  vein  of  criticism,  reflects 
on  tlie  judgment  ot  ConuvaHis  for  choosing  Char- 
lotte as  the  basis  of  operations  against  Xorth 
Carolina,  on  accoun.t  of  the  disloyalty  of  the  people 
of  that  region,  whose  hostilitx-  to  tlie  British  was 
so  iniu.rious  an.di  anno\-irig  to  him,  and  for  allowing 
Ferguson  to  march  so  far  Ironi  the  main  army  that 
he  could  Ui>t  be  supported  \\"]ien  necessity'  recaiired. 
Tarleton  was  of  o]:)inion  tliat  the  in\'asioii  should 
have  been  attempted  by  Cross  Creek  (near  Fayette- 
ville),  where  the  loyalists  abounded,  and  would 
have  assisted  his.  march  by  C(nnriiu.nicating  to  him 
the  movement-s  of  the  American,  forces.  At  Char- 
lotte the  Whigs  watched  every  suspicious  person, 
and  intercepted  all  communication  v/ith  the  country-. 
To  this  cause  is  to  be  attributed  the  fact  that  P'er- 
guson  received  no  reinforcement. 

It  v/as    the  end  of    October   before    Cornwallis 
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recovered  entirely  from  liis  fe\er.  liis  headquar- 
ters were  now  establisli'^^d  at  W'iunsb.tn'c*,  wliicli,  as 
before  stated,  was  se\'ent\'  miles  south  of  Cliarlotte. 
The  region  of  vSouth  Carolin.a  north  of  Xinet\--vSix, 
was  abandoned.  Camden  on  the  rig-ht  was  in  sup- 
porting distanee,  and  tlie  section  arunnd  Winuisboro 
afforded  provisions  tor  the  armv  during  the  winter. 
Cornwallis  liop'.-d  to  rest  and  recruit  his  arm\'  at 
this  point,  and  be  ready  to  renew  his  march  into 
Korth  Carolina  in  tlie  spring.  "The  vrinter  cam- 
paign v/as  abaridoned."'-' 

His  lordship,  howe\-er,  vras  not  the  sole  arbiter 
of  h.is  own  desLin\-.  It  v/as  being  "rough  hewn'^ 
by  the  up-couu.try  men,  \eho  were  gathering  again 
to  disturb  his  winter's  repose,  and  force  him  a 
second  time  to  navigate  the  mir\-  roads  that  led 
him  to  the  de\'oted.  pro\'ince  he  fain  M'ould  enter 
for  conquest  and  glory.  He  liad  aroused  the  spirit 
oi  the  Iiardy  men  ui  tlie  mountains,  \\'ho  ne\-er 
waited  for  weather  or  tlie  rules  of  warfare,  as  they 
are  tauglit  in  bijohs;  men  who  had  discovered  their 
strength  and  were  eager  to  encounter  the  British 
regulars,  n(jw  tliey  liad  "  Eurgoyned  ''  Fergus'>n 
and  his  Provincials. 

We  shall  leave  his  lordship  to  indulge  in  the 
dreams  of  a  cozy  h reside,  while  we  visit  the  Ameri- 
can lines  and  relate  tlie  preparations  being  made  to 
disappoint  these  dreams  and  hopes  of  conqtiest. 

General  Gates  was  exerting  himself  with  untisual 
energy,  at  Hillsboro,  North  Carolina,  to  reorganize 
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his  anil}-  and  collect  rciiiforceiiieiits.  When  he 
had  begiHi  liis  march  to  Caniden,  lie  had,  f'>r- 
tuiiately,  been  coniptdled  to  leave  two  pieces  of 
cannon  behind  for  want  of  transportation.  To 
these  he  added  a  few  iron  piecvs,  and  thus  was  able 
to  form  a  small  park  of  artillery.  ()n  the  lOtli  of 
September  Colonel  Bnford,  of  \'iro-iina,  v.-ith  the 
mano-led  remnant. of  his  re;i;,-iment  and  tv.-o  hundred 
recruits,  arrixed  in  camp.  Another  small  detach- 
ment from  Ahr^dnia,  without  arms,  came  in  a  tew 
days  after.  About  fifty  of  Colonel  Porterheld's 
regiment,  tliat  escaped  from  Camden,  now  joined 
this  force  and  constituted  the  \hrg-inia  line. 

Ai)0ut  this  time  Colonel  Daniel  Morgan,  a  \br- 
o^inian,  who  had  acquired  such  harvests  ot  laurels 
at  Qu.ebee  and  Saratoga,  arrived  in  camp.  Plis 
ereat  rcDutation  as  a  hard  f-^-liter  and  intrepid 
leader  greatlv  encouraged  tlie  troop.^  and  revived 
the  hopes  of  the  people.  He  had  only  a  few  fol- 
lowers, voung  men  who  had  come  to  share  with 
him  in  service  and  honor.  General  Gates  ordered 
four  companies  to  be  drafted  from  the  regiments,  to 
be  ec[uipped  as  light  infantry  and  to  form  a  partisan 
corps  under  command  of  M(jrgan.  Colonel  White 
and  Colonel  William  Washington,  who  had  been  so 
roughly  handled  by  Tarleton  after  the  fall  of  Charles- 
ton, liad  seventy  ca\alry  and  these  were  added  to 
this  corps. ^^'  Colonel  White,  who  was  in  disrepute, 
was  granted  leave  of  absence,  and  Colonel  Wash- 
ington  was   placed   in  command.     To  these  were 
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still  added  a  small  company  of  sixt}-  riRemeii  under 
]\Iajor  Rose. 

Xortli  Carolina,  whose  military  resources  had 
been  well-nigh  exhau.-.ted  by  the  capture  of  all  her 
rec^ulars  at  Charleston,  ar.d  in  supplying  the 
militia  who  were  under  Caswell  at  Gates'  defeat,^ 
Avas  enabled-,  by  extraordinary  exertions,  to  collect 
a  suit  of  conrtortable  clothing  fe<r  each  one  of  Mor- 
ganV  command  before  they  entered  on  the  severe 
and  active  duties  before  them.  She  also  supplied 
the  otlier  troops,  but  not  so  comfortably  as  Alorgan's. 
Tents   thcv    liad   none,  and  blankets   but    a  scant 

supply. 

1^80.  Morgan's  corps  began  its  march  tor  Salis- 
bury from  Plillsboro,  North  Carolina,  on  tlie  ist 
dav  of  November,  and  the  remainder  of  tl:e  army 
followed  on  tlie  2d  day. 

General  Smallwood,  who  had  been  commissioned 
bv  the  State,  was  in  coniman.d  of  the  militia  and 
posted  at  ""'rovidence,  six  miles  south  of  Charlotte. 
Morgan  passed  Charlotte  and  veritured  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Camden  and  occupied  the  ground  wdiich 
was  the  scene  of  the  great  misfortune  in  August. 
Cornwallis  heard  with  amazement  that  the  inva- 
sion from  the  enemy  to  the  s(Uith  was  substituted 
for  his  own  invasion  to  the  north,  and  began  to 
realize  that  his  conquest  of  South  Carolina  was  far 
from  completion,  and  that  North  Carolina  defied 
his  boasting  threats. 

The  winter    campaign    of    the    Americans    had 
beeun    when    his     lordship    abandoned     his    own. 
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Tliere  ^\•as  to  be  no   repose   for  the   liistirii^'insliecl 
convalescent. 

Cornwallis  hud  at  this  time  about  five  thousand 
men  at  his  vtirious  p^sts,  ancl  five  liTuicirtxl  recruits 
liad  iust  reached  him  from  t!ie  north. 

On  the  20th  of  Xo\-ember  Colonel  Sumter  de- 
feated Tarleton  at  Blackstocks.  but  himself  received 
a  ball  throu.L'di  his  rigTit  breast  near  the  slujulder, 
which  detained  him  for  a  len.gth  of  time  from  ser- 
vice. Suspended  between  horses  and  guarded  by 
one  hundred  faithful  followers,  he  was  cor.veyed  to 
a  place  of  safety  in  North  Carrilina. 

The  cavalry  under  Colonel  Davie,  and  the  militia 
under  Da\'ids*m,  \vhose  term  'jf  service  expired  in 
XoA'cmber,  returned  home.'''  General  Gates  moved 
slov;l\'  westward,  arri\'ing  at  Cliarlotte  the  latter 
part  of  October.  He  recalled  iVIorgan  and  Small- 
wor.d  to  that  place  and  fixed  his  headquarters  there. 

This  was  the  militarv  situation  when.  Major 
General  Xarhanael  GreeUie,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island 
and  the  trusted  frien.d  of  General  WasiiingTon, 
arrived  at  Cliarlotte  on  tlie  2d  day  of  Dt-eember, 
1780,  audi  assumed  command  on  the  4th  ot  the  same 
month  at  tliat  place. 

Judge  Tohnson  announces  the  appointment  of 
General  Greene  and  describes  him  personally  as 
follows : 

"The  order  of  the  commander-in-chief,  which  assigned 
General  Nathanael  Greene  to  the  command  of  the  Soutli- 
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ern  Department,  bears  date  the  14th  (la\-  of  October, 
17S0.  Until  that  period  his  srandiiig  in  the  aiinv  was 
of  the  first  order  of  respectability.  He  enjo\"cd  the  cor;- 
fidence  of  W'ashlncrLon  and  the  countr\',  .md  h.ad  ever 
discliaro^ed  th.e  duties  of  the  man  and  th.e  soldier  with 
fidelity  and  abilit}-.  P.nt  no  oppoitniiities  had  \-et  been 
affijrded  him  of  di.-playir:g'  those  emineiit  talents  whicli 
then  broke  npon  the  American  people  and  exliibited  a 
splendor  of  miiitar}-  character  excelled  uiil\'  hx  h.im 
vvdiom  none  can  Cijual. 

''General  Greene  was  at  that  tiriie  in  thxC  thirt\--ninth 
year  of  his  age  ;  his  stature  abont  five  feet  ten  or  eie\en 
inches  ;  liis  trame  \-ig;orons  and  well  proportioned  ;  his 
port  erect  and  commanding- ;  nor  was  his  martial' appear- 
an.ce  diiiiinislied  by  a  slight  olx-^lniction  in  the  motion 
of  his  right  leg,  contracted  in  early  life.  The  general 
character  of  hi.-,  face  was  tliar.  of  n)anly  beauty.  His 
fair  and  florid  complexion  had  not  entireb'  yielded  to  the 
exposiircs  of  five  campaigns  ;  nor  was  a  slight  blemi---h 
in  th.e  right  eye  obser\'ed  Imt  to  excite  regret  that  it  did 
not  equal  the  benevolent  expression  and  l^rilliancv  of  the 
left.  Such  is  tlie  portrait  of  tlie  man.  His  manners 
Were  uniK'rmb'  con.->onant  to  the  gravit}"  of  his  character 
and  d^gnit}'  of  liis  ^tatio^.  Yet  he  co'uld  be  cheerful, 
even  to  pla\fulne>s,  ar.d  his  intercourse  with  the  w<jrld 
was  marked  with  that  unafiected  urbanitv  of  manners 
that  flowed  from  the  politeness  of  his  heart.  Whether 
grave  or  ga\-,  he  could  accommodate  himself  to  society 
with  a  grace  and  facilit}'  which  may  be  acquired  from 
long  and  general  intercourse  with  polite  circles,  but 
which,  in  him,  is  to  be  attributed  to  rapid  observation, 
a  quick  perception  of  propriety,  and  a  mind  well  stored 
with  sound  and  useful  information. 
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"  Advanta.i^es  in  ea.rl;.-  life  lie  .had  none;  born  and 
raised  in  obscnrity,  with.ont  edncation  and  witliont 
societ}-,  lie  exhibited  a  strikin,:^-  instance  of  what  g-ood 
examples,  sonnd  principles,  and  native  o^enins,  and  abo\-e 
all,  industrions  habits  and  a  cart- fnl  inipruvv-nient  of  time 
can  accompl isli . ' '  -^ 

Perhaps  th.e  best  clcliTieatioii  of  his  military  char- 
acter was  given  by  a  iJritisH  ofticer  w'ho  opposed 
liini  in  Xew  Jersc}'.      Hew\-rites: 

'TTreene  is  as  dangerous  as  Washington  ;  he  is  vigi- 
lant, enterprising  and  nill  of  resources.  With  but  iittlc 
hope  of  g-aining  an\-  advantage  over  iiim>,  I  never  feel 
secure  when  encampeil  in.  liis  neighborhood.  "••" 

General  Washing-ton  thus  bears  testimony  to  his 
unseliish  de\-otion  to  the  canse  of  independence ; 

"There  is  no  officer  in  the  army  more  sincereh" 
attached  to  the  interests  of  iiis  country  than  General 
Greene.  Could  he  but  promote  those  interests  in  the 
character  of  a  corporal,  he  would  -exchange  without  a 
murmur  his  epaulette  for  tlie  knob.  For  although  lie 
is  not  Without  ambition,  }-et  ambition  ha.^  not  for  its 
object  the  highest  rank  so  mr.ch  as   the  greatest  good.'' 

''Greene  wasd)orn  the  26th  of  .May,  1742.  His  father 
was  a  miller,  an  anchor  smith  and  a  Quaker  preacher. 
In  early  life  he  followed  the  plow  and  worked  at  the 
lorge.  His  education  was  of  an  ordinary  kind  ;  but 
having  an  early  thirst  for  knowledge,  he  applied  himself 
sedulously   to  various  studies  whilst  subsisting  by   the 
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labor  o^  his  lum'U.  Namre  had  eiid(j\ved  hirii  with 
quick  parts  and  o  sound  jud^'^nient,  and  his  :issidu:t\' was 
crovvnied  with,  success.  He  became  fluent  and  instruc- 
tive in  con\"ers:!tiijn.,  and  his  letters,  still  extant,  show 
tli'at  he  held  an  able  pen."' 

A\'ith  these  precedents  and  such  n  character  as 
we  have  seen  portrayed  b\'  the  leading  liistonans 
of  our  countrv,  lie  came  to  the  South.  lo  coVitcnd 
with  one  of  the  best  trained  soldiers  of  England. 
He  found  the  fragments  of  a  defeated  army, 
unclothed  and  without  tents,  in  the  niiclst  of  wniter, 
wdtli  a  scant  supply  of  2->Tovisions  in  a  country 
alrcadv  exhausted  by  a  hostile  army ;  soldiers 
poorlv  ecjuipped  ^,vitil  arms,  and  dispirited,  by  deleat 
and  loss  of  contidence  m  their  comnfander.  He 
was  to  create  an  ami}'  out  of  this  raw  material 
and  hghtit  against  tlie  veteran  soldiers  of  England. 
This  v\-as  all  that  stood  between  Xortli  Carolina 
and  British  cor.qtiest. 

We  ha\'e  this  sketch  of  the  earlv  life  of  Corn- 
wallis.  whicli  will  be  interesting  to  a  reader  wdio 
follows  his  subsecpLient  career: 

"Earl  Cornwallis,  \hscount  Brome,  was  born  in  Gov- 
ernor Square,  London,  December  31,  1738.  He  was 
educated  at  Eton.  Wliile  at  college,  pla\dng  at  hockey, 
he  recei\"ed  a  blow  wdiich  produced  a  slight  but  perma- 
nent obliquity  of  vision.  The  boy  wdio  accidentalh'  caused 
this  was  Shute  Barrington,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham.     After  finishing. his  education  he  chose  the  army 
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for  his  proression.  liis  frrst  connnission,  o.s  ensign  in 
the  Foot  Guards,  is  dnled  Deccnibcr  Sth,  1756.  His 
first  lesson  in  war  was  as  aid  to  the  ?.Iar(j',ris  of  Grandb\- 
in  the  conte.-.t  between  r£r;!:;land  and  I'ranec  in  1761. 
He  liad  i)een  elcelxd  a  nicinber  of  Parliaincnt  fron:  K\e, 
and,  itpori  thic-  -death  of  his  fuller  liie  f jiluwini;-  year,  tc^ok 
his  seat  in  th.e  flonse  of  T^ords.  When  in  Parliament 
he  wa-strongl}-  oppi^sed  to  the  sehenie  of  taxing  America, 
bnt  when  tlie  war  came,  as  an  'omcer  of  ?lie  arni\-,  he 
acceipledi  acti\"e  employnient.  against  the  colonists.  (Jn 
Febrnar}"  the  loth,  1776,  he  embarked  for  America  in 
command  of  a  divdsioriP'* 

Cornwallis  was  persoiialh;  a  very  brave  man  and 
an  acconiplislied  soldier.  While  he  did  riot  Indi- 
vid tialh'  commit  acts  of  critclty,  he  alloveed  liis 
subordinates  to  do  so  v.dtiioitt  rebtike,  arul  at  times 
commended  tliem  fnr  tlieir^  coridtict.  He  was  a 
hard-hearted  man,  tliat  ne\-er  listened  with  p;it\'  to 
tlie  supplications  for  mercv,  and  oppressed  the  people 
whom  lie  conqtiered  withotit  con'ipunction  (.rr  com- 
passion. He  did  not  hesitate  to  \dolate  his  pn^nnses 
or  break  his  eng'agemen.ts,  if  thev  stood  in  the  v,-av 
of  his  sticcess.  A.s  a  general  he  was  vigilant  arid 
caiitiotis,  but  slow,  blis  judgment  was  not  sound, 
and  he  was  A\-aiiting  in  diplomacv  or  matiagement. 
As  a  whole  lie  was  a  militarv  failtire.  Fie  lost 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  failed  to  overrtin 
North  Carolina.  Hi  \'irginia  he  v/as  capttired  and 
the  catise  he  espoused  went  down  beneath  his  ban- 
ners.     It  may  be  that  with  an   ordinary  man  like 
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General  Ivincolu  (ov  c.n  opponent,  lie  iniglil  inive 
attained  renijwii,  but  iiiitortnnatel}-  t'jr  liis  iaine  he 
v;as  opposed  by  a  man  wlm  was  by  intnition  a 
soldier,  and  !)V  cK])e"ience  skilled  in  the  art  ot  war. 
The  first  preparation  made  by  General  Greene  tor 
the  eampaii^n  in  North  Carolina,  whieh  was  sc^on  to 
beo;in,mani;estedhisforesic^hi  and  inilitar\-  sai.;aeity. 
The  eonntr\-  thron;.di  whieli  the  movements  of  his 
arni\-,  whether  in  advance  or  retreat,  were  to  be 
made,  \\as  traversed  by  tliree  large  streams,  the 
Dan,  the  Yadkin  and  the  Catawba,  an.d  a  knowd- 
edo-e  uf  th.eir  erossip.^t^s  and  tlie  roads  leading  to 
their  fords  and  ferries  was  indisper.sable  to  satety 
and  success. 

Colonel  Edward  Carrington  of  \drginia,  (Jreene's 
Quartermaster  General,  an  energetic,  judicious  and 
efhcient  soldier,  was  sent  to  make  a  thorough  explo- 
ration and  map  of  the  Dan ;  General  Stevens,  at 
that  time  commanding  a  detacliment  of  militia, 
undertook  the  same  work  on  the  Yadkin,  and 
Kosjiusku,  tlie  patriotic  Pole,  tlien  chief  engineer 
of  the  armv,  explored  the  Catawba.  The  historical 
retreat  across  these  streams  was  made  possible  b\- 
the  informa.tion  which  General  Greene  deri\ed  from 
these  reports.  The  first  dnt}'  of  a  good  soldier  is 
to  make  hiihself  master  of  the  geography  of  the 
country  in  which  he  is  to  maneuver.  Looking  to 
future  necessities,  General  Greene  also  established 
magazines  of  stores  and  ammunition  on  the  Roanoke 
and  at  Oliphant's  2\Iill,  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Catawba  River. 
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The  tirst  success  of  his  little  armv  was  of  a 
humorous  character,  and  greatly  enlivened  the 
camp.  Colonel  Washing-ton  rode  to  Cleremount, 
in  South  Carolina,  to  attack  a  band  of  loyalists, 
who  held  that  fort.  Not  being  able  to  storm  it, 
\Vasiiingt^)n  resorted  to  tlie  stratagem  of  painting 
a  pine- log  and  mounting  it  on  wheels,  wJiich  he 
brought  in  sight  of  the  besieged,  threatening  dire 
vengeance  with  his  cannon  if  Rugelv  did  not  sur- 
render immediately.  The  garrison  was  surrendered, 
and  when  disarmed  was  allowed  to  inspect  the 
cannon. 

The  whole  number  of  regulars  of  all  arms  in 
Greene's  camp  did  not  exceed  ele\-en  hundred,  and 
of  these  not  eight  hundred  could  be  mustered  with 
arras  and  clothing  fit  for  dut\'.  Some  of  Colonel 
\Va,3hington.'s  cavalry  Avere  so  naked  that  the}'  were 
ordered  back  to  \'irginia  to  be  clothed. 

The  provisions  around  Charlotte  were  nearlv 
exhausted,  and  Colon.el  Thomas  Polk,  who  Avas 
acting  as  Commissary  General, -reported  that  he 
could  not  gather  more  than  a  Aveek's  supply. 

Colonel  Polk  resigned  tliis  place,  and  General 
Greene  insisted  on  Colonel  William  R.  Davie,  Avho 
was  just  at  this  time  A\'ith<:/ut  a  command,  taking 
the  office  of  Commissary  General.  Colonel  Davie 
reluctantl}-  accepted,  his  nature  being  more  adapted 
to  field  service  and  partisan  A\-arfare,  but  he  3-ielded 
tliese  objections  and  Avent  to  work  Avith  svstem  and 
energ}-  to  find  subsistence  for  the  army;  and  to  his 
timelv  efforts   General  Greene  OAved   much  of  the 
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success  of  Ills  future  operations.  W'e  ha\-e  seen 
heretotore  tlie  adventurous  skill  an.d  intrepidity  of 
this  distinguislied  Xortli  Carolinian,  who  ^vas  now 
to  enter  through  liis  olhce  into  the  uK^st  confid^n- 
tuil  relations  witji  Ir's  eoniniandei",  and  wlio  in  after 
liie  was  to  ha\e  liL-aped  upon  h.ini  honors  winch 
seldom  fall  tr;  the  lot  of  man.  Colonel  Davie  was, 
at  this  time,  only  twent\--four  years  old. 

The  selection  of  Carrinoton  and  Da\-ie  was  the 
evidence  of  Greene's  wonderful  discrimination  iu 
tlie  selection  of  men. 

In  order  Lo  sub;-,ist  his  army,  General  Greene 
selected  the  licad  of  navigation  on  the  Pee  Dee 
Riyer  as  a  ''  camp  of  repose,"  \\diere  he  could  feed 
and  rest  and  drill  his  little  army.  Kosciusko  was 
sent  to  Select  and  lay  out  the  camp  an.d  explore  tlie 
coiintr\'. 

The  States  liad  been  called  upon  by  Congress  to 
provide  subsistence  directly  to  the  army,  and  Colo- 
nel Davie  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  to  urge  compliance  with  this  reasonable 
requirement.  He  .met  vith  a  prompt  and  liberal 
support,  and  •' arrangements  were  made  to  collect 
magazines  at  e\-er3-  courtdiouse  in  tlie  v^tate,  and 
oificers  appoiiited  tu  register  and  report  the  produce 
on  hand  and  the  wagons  and  means  of  transporta- 
tion in  ever\-  count\'." 

The  next  matter  wliich  strongly  presented  itself 
to  General  Greene  was  the  re-establishment  of  the 
North  Carolina  Continental  line.  The  whole  of 
this   class  of  the   State's    military    furce   had   been 
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captured  nt  Clinrleston,  i)iit  it  was  estimated  tliat 
two  or  three  Imndred  had  escaped  or  were  left 
behind  in  Xurtli  Carolina  fn.nn  sickness  and  other 
causes,  and  tJK-  snpernnn.ierarv  officers  wlio  liad 
host  tlieir  coirnnands  at  tlie  reorganizatiori  Vsere 
scattered  throuo;h  th.e  coun.trv. 

General  Jethiro  Sumner,  the  senior  ofncer  on  tlie 
Coritinental  establishment  in  thie  State,  was  called 
upon  to  vay  immediate  attention  to  tliis  matter,  and 
strong  appeals  were  naade  to  the  Governor  to  aid 
in  this  work. 

There  w  ere  \'arious  otlier  nuitters  requiring  ccm- 
sideration,  and  it  is  said  that  Greene  allowed  him- 
self not  a  moment's  respite  from  the  most  intense 
application  to  business  until  ever\-thing  necessary 
for  the  operations  of  an  armv,  e\'en  down  to  an  axe 
or  a  nail,  had  received  his  attention. 

On  the  20tli  of  Deceriiber  the  •army,  except 
Morgan's  coramar.d,  abandon.ed  their  huts  at  Ch:ir- 
lotte  and  took  up  their  line  of  march  bv  A\^adesV^oro 
to  Haley's  Ferry  on  the  Pcc.  Dee,  where  it  was 
originallv  designed  to  be  posted  ;  but  at  the  sug- 
gestion, of  Kosciusko  thev  moved  down  the  east 
side  of  the  river  to  Hicks'  Creek,  nearh'  opposite 
the  Cheraw  tlill.  General  Isaac  Huger,  the  onlv 
general  officer,  except  Morgan,  with  Greene,  was  in 
command.  ^Morgan  had  been  appointed  a  Briga- 
dier General  bv  Congress,  with  a  commission  dating 
the  13th  day  of  October,  1780.  On  the  i6th  day 
of  December  he  was  given  a  separate  command  by 
General  Greene,  and  ordered  to  put  himself  on  the 
left  fi.ank  of  Corr.wallis. 
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The  order  itself  is  tl:e  best  explanation  of  this 
movement,  and  it  is  given  in  full: 

''C-v^rp  CHAia.ori'K,  Dt-ceinber  i6th,  17S0. 

"  Voii  are  apjxnnted  to  the  cuniniand  of  a  cor]>s  of  light 
intantry  of  320  men  detached  from  tiie  ]\[ar\-laiul  line,  a 
detacliiiient  of  Xdrginia  nnlitia  of  200  men,  and  Colonel 
\Vasliington"s  rcginier.f  of  light  horse,  amomiting  to 
from  sixty  to  an  lunulred  mtn.  Witli  these  troops  vou 
^vili  proceed  to  tlie  west  side  of  the  Catawba  River, 
where  you  will  be  joined  by  a  body  of  volunteer  militia 
under  connnairi  of  General  Davidson  of  tliis  State  and 
by  the  miliiia  lately  under  command  of  General  Suniter. 

'' This  iorce  and  sncli  others  as  ma\'  join  \-ou  from 
Georgia  you  will  employ  against  the  enemy  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Catawija,  eitlier  offensi\-el\-  or  defen^i\•elv,  as 
your  own  prudence  and  discretion  may  direct,  acting 
with  cauti'jr.,  and  avoidang  surprises  by  ever\'  possible 
precaution.  For  the  present  I  give  you  entire  connnand 
in  that  quarter,  and  do  h.ereby  recpaire  all  oflicers  and 
soldiers  engaged  in  tlie  American  cause  to  be  subject  to 
your  orders  and  connnand. 

"The  object  of  this  detachment  is  to  give  protection  to 
that  part  of  th.e  countr)-  and  spirit  up  the  people  ;  to 
annoy  the  enenu  in  tiiat  rpuirter  ;  to  collect  the  provi- 
sion and  forage  out  of  their  wa>-,  which  \-ou  will  have 
iormed  into  a 'number  of  small  magazines  in  the  rear  of 
the  position  you  nuiy  think  proper  to  take. 

"You  will  prevent  plundering  as  nuich  as  possible,  and 
be  as  careful  of  your  p.rovisions  and  forage  as  mav  be, 
giving  receipts  for  whatever  you  take  to  all  such  as  are 
friends  to  the  independence  of  America. 
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'"  vShoiild  the  enemy  move  in  force  towards  the  Pee  Dee, 
where  the  army  will  take  a  position,  a-qu  will  move  in 
snch  a  direction  as  to  enable  _\-on  to  join  me  if  nece.s:sar\', 
or  fall  npon  the  flank,  or  'mi'kj  ilie  rear  of  the  enemv,  ->s 
occasion  nia\'  require.  Von  wiil  <[)are  no  pains  to  tret 
good  intelligence  ot  tlie  enemy's  situation,  and  keen  me 
con.stantly  advised  of  l)oth  yonr  and  their  movements. 

"'Von  will  appoint,  tor  th.e  tin.;e  being,  a  commissarv. 
qnartermaster,  an.d  foragemast-jf.  wlio  will'  follow  \-orir 
instrnctions  in  their  respecti.\-e  lines.  Contlding  in  \-onr 
abilities  and  activity,  I  in.trust  \-ou  with  this  command, 
persnaded/'  &c. 

General  i\ [organ  was  born  of  Welsh  parents  in 
Hnnterdon  County,  Xew  Jersey,  in  the  winter  of 
1736,  and  was  nov.-  forty-four  years  old,  btit  h.is 
strength  and  his  spirit  v.-as  unimpaired,  except  from 
occasional  attacks  of  rheumati.^m,  which  lie  hadi 
contracted  at  \'alley  Forge.  His  parents  were 
poor  and  he  luid  in  earl\-  age  wandered  from  tlieni 
ne\'er  to  rettuTi.  Fate-  brough.t  him  to  \'irginia, 
wliere  he  became  a  wagoner,  and  in  that  capacitv 
was  attached  to  Braddock's  army.  It  was  vrliile 
here  that  lie  struck  a  Briti.^li  officer  Vvdio  insulted 
him,  and  for  tliis  manly  act  was  condemned  to 
recei\'e  five  hundred  lashes.  He  languished  but 
recovered  from  this  inhuman  and  barbarous  punish- 
ment; his  accuser  afterwards  admitting  that  he 
himself  deserved  the  blow  that  he  received. 

]\Iorgan  was  an  Indian  hghter  of  the  frc^ntiers, 
and  when  the  revolution  came  it  found  him  readv 
for   war   and   enjoying   the   full    confidence  of  his 
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people.  He  entered  die  amiy  and  w  as  captured  in 
the  assault  on  Quebec.  After  nearly  a  _vear's 
captivit^r  he  was  exchanged,  and  feeling-  the  love 
of  his  n.ative  eartli.  lie  fell  upon  rhe  gi;oun.d  and 
cried,  "Oh!  niv  crrauLry."  He  did  not  kiss  the 
earth  as  his  uiother.  but  end^raced  it  as  his  home. 
In  1779  lie  retired  from  the  arm\',  but  Avlien  Gates 
was  defeated  lie  ofierod  his  services  and  came  to 
Killsboro  for  dutv.  Gates  had  done  him  great 
iniustice  while  serving  under  liim  in  Xev\"  York, 
but  this  lie  forgave.  He  is  described  as  ''  tall, 
muscular,  vigorous  and  active  ;  trained  from  liis 
childhood  to  an  outdoor  life  of  exertion  which  gave 
stiength  arid  elasticity  to  Ids  lind^s,  with  a  clear 
and  kindling  eye.  an  operi  countenance  full  of  char- 
acter, but  lull  too  of  good  Iriunor,  w  ith  a  keen  rustic 
wit  and  a  luirdihood  which  secured  hii]!  the  first 
place  in  bold  enterprises  and  athletic  sports.'''^' 

General  Greene  reached  his  encampment  the  day 
after  Christnnis  and  immediatelv  bent  his  whole 
energy  ar;d  talent  in  improving  his  little  arrav. 
He  healed  all  jealousies,  roused  the  spirit  of  the 
troops,  souglit  for  them  food  and  clothing,  nursed 
the  sick,  encouraged  the'  feeble,  and  personally 
supervised  every  effort  to  bring  them  into  soldierly 
training.  Here  these  cold  and  hungry  and  naked 
troops  found  some  repose  in  their  huts,  and  had 
many  ot  the  social  enjo^nnents  of  camp  life.  They 
soon  became  acquainted  with  their  commander,  and 
learned  to   lo\'e  him  and  confide   in   him  as  their 

^Greene's  Life  of  Greene,  vol.  3,  p.  95. 
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leader.  He  had  mucli  iiiag-iietisin  al)OUt  him,  and 
all  soldiers  under  his  command  drew  closer  to  him 
and  became  devoted  to  his  fortunes.  Greene  called 
this  encampment  the  '"  Camp  of  Repose";  but  while 
his  soldiers  were  enjoying  the  reptjse.  his  fertile 
aud  active  brain.,  was  con.cei\'ing  stratagems  and 
snares  v/hich  vere  lo  peridex  and  vrorrv  his  aritag- 
onist.  From  this  canap"- Camdtm,  Gt-orgetown  and 
\"\'innsboro  v.'ere  all  in  striking  distance,  and  the 
lines  oftlieirconnnunication  exposed,  while  iMorgan 
threatened  the  British  left  and  cut  orf  their  toragers. 

While  at  "Camp  Repose''  on  the  Pee  Dee,  Colo- 
nel Hcnrv  Lee,  knuwn  as  '' Liglit-Horse  Ilarrv'," 
and  father  of  the  late  General  Robert  H.  Lee,  joiricd 
General  Greene.  •  Lee  commanded  a  Legion  com- 
posed of  300  men — 150  intantry  arid  i_^o  horse. 
Both  men  and  officers  v\-erc  picked  men  :  the  ohicers 
were  cliosen  in  reference  to  their  taler.ts  and  expe- 
rience; the  men  in.  proportion.  Irom  the  regulars 
of  the  armv.  \'irgiiria  furnislie.d  twerity-hvc  of 
these  men.  Tlie  Continental  troops  of  the  otlier 
Southern  States  had  been  sent  south,  and  ot  course 
those.  States  did  not  contribute.'-' 

The  uniform  of  Lee's  Legi<ui  was  exactly  like 
that  of  Tarleton's.  wliicli  nuide  it  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  each  other."!' 

The  horses  for  the  three  cavalry  companies  were 
procured  in  iMarvland  and  were  of  the  best  the 
country   afforded.      It  was   all  in  all   a  magnificent 

^Johnson's  Life  of  (rreene,  vol.  i,  p.  354. 
tjohnsun's  Lifer  c^f  (jrccuf,  voL  i,  p.  453. 
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Legion,  arid  v^e  criii  well  excuse  tlie  \-aiiit\'  of  its 
colonel,  wlicse  tardiness  ol  approach  wiis  attributed 
to  his  desire  to  l)e  .--een  and  admired  of  men  on  his 
march  sou  th.  Lee  had  distinguislicd  himself  already 
as  a  dasliing',  intrepid  soldier,  and  his  advent  was 
hailed  with  dcli^^'lit.  He  was  voun_g  and  handsome. 
Born  the  29t]i  Januarv,  1756,  he  \\'as  inst  about  to 
enter  liis  twentv-hftli  year.  He  was  proud  and  bra\'e 
but  not  generous  ;  he  was  a  genius,  full  of  resources, 
and  wlien  acting  independentlv,  cpiick,  restless  and 
fierce.  He  was  not  I'ust  to  his  comrades  when 
acting  with  others;  self-willed  arid  hard  tc;  be 
restrained.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  to  so  man}^ 
virtues  he  added  infirmities  and  faults  which  often 
exposed  him  to  the  se\-erest  criticism.  He  was, 
however,  a  sincere  an.d  ardent  patriot  and  dex'Cited 
to  the  cause  lie  had  espou^ied  with  s(;  much  fervor 
and  zeal. 

Lee  reached  the  Pee  Dee  on  the  I2tli  of  January-, 
and  with  liim  came  Colonel  Green,  of  \hrginia, 
with  400  men. — a  line  bodv  of  soldiers. 

17S1.  General  Greene  immediatelv  ordered  Lee 
to  join  General  Marion,  which  he  did  on  the  23d 
Januar\-,  and  made  with  him  a  combiuied  attack  on 
Georgetown,  South  Carolina.  The  attempt  was 
unsuccessful,  after  promising  the  greatest  results; 
but  it  produced  a  panic  among  the  British  at  that 
place  which  soon  caused  them  to  evacuate  the  towu. 
Marion  was  thereby  given  greater  latitude,  and  the 
troops  Vv-ere  encouraged.  Cornwallis  discovered 
that  Greene  was  never  idle. 
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\W'  shall  iir)\\'  follow-  nonci';il  Mcirgaii  to  victory. 

1 78 1.  Morgairs  nirirch  led  him  across  the 
Catawba  River  at  Rii.i,<4"iirs  Ferry,  just  below  where 
the  Sontli  Fork  River  eni]>ties  into  that  stream,  and 
:acros5  the  IV/oad  Ri\-er  above  tlie  month  ot  tlie 
Paeolet.  lie  took  post  on  the  north  ^jan.k  of  the 
Pacolei  on  the  25th  day  of  December  and  began  to 
gather  f<n-ces  an.d  information.  •  ^vlan.y  of 'tlie  V-fliigs 
of  upper  Soutli  Carolina  had  been  compelled,  under 
duress,  to  take  protection  and  give  tlieir  paroles  to 
be  inactive,  but  seein.g  an  opportunity  r^ow  to  recover 
independer.ee,  thev  began  to  embod\-  for  deience. 
Andrew  Pickens  w^as  one  of  this  class,  and  he 
determined  to  take  all  the  risks  and  eriter  tlie  field. 
After  sending  off"  their  families  to  the  monntain^s 
Colonel  Pickens  and  Coloriel  McCall  jrrincd  Morgan 
with  ICO  men.  Colonel  William  Lee  Davids(jn,  ot 
jMecklenbnrg  Count}',  Xortli  Carolina,  also  led  to 
iMorgan  120  men  and  returned  to  bring  500  more 
and  therebv  missed  the  battle  of  Cowpens.'^'  He 
reached  AhDrgan's  camp  on.  tlie  29th  December. 
i\Iaior  Josejjh  McDowell  of  "Quaker  Meadows" 
also  ioined  iMor'^aUi  with  loo  Xorth  Carolina  rifle- 
men  from  Burke  CtAintv  ;h  aggregating  310  men 
from  Xorth  Carolina  at  tliat  time  with  General 
iMorgan,  all  of  whom  participated  in  the  battle  of 
^'Cowpens." 

Judge  Johnson  commits  the  unpardonable  error 
of  stating  that   Major  McDowell  was  from  South 

*Johnsou'5  Life  of  Greene,  vol.  i,  p.  362. 
tCTordcn's  Histor}-,  \-ol.  4,  p.  31. 
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Cfiroliiia,  It  is  passiii;,;-  srrcLiige  that  it  could  iia\e 
been  coiiscieiitioiisl\'  coiiraiittcd,  when  we  consider 
that  rvlaior  iNlcDowell  liad  ne\-er  quit  the  held  after 
the  battle  of  King's  Mountain,  in_  October,  where 
he  had  so  distinguished  liiniself,  and  the  hirther 
fact  that  after  the  war  he  had  been  a  prominent 
mennber  of  tlie  Congre>s  ot  tlie  United  vStates  from 
Xorth  Carolina,  and,  m-.-^si  probabbx',  was  pcrsouallv 
knowUi  to  Judge  Johnson.  It  can  only  be  excused 
on  the  ground  of  intemperate  zeal  ovi  the  part  of 
that  author  to  claim  almost  everytliing  for  South 
Carolina,  regardless  of  the  justice  due  his  n.eigli- 
boring  State.  He  sho^vs  but  little  appreciation,  in 
his  whole  history,  of  tlie  fact  tliat  Xortli  Carolina 
soldiers  A\ere  foremost  iri  every  battle  fought  to 
redeem  vSouth  Carolina  from  the  conquest  A^'h.icli 
followed  the  surrender  of  Charleston,  and  that  her 
whole  Continental  line  defended  that  ill-fated  cit\' 
to  the  last  extremit}-  when  South  Carolina  troops 
refused  to  e;iter-'  tliat  pitfall  of  Lincoln's  foU}'. 

Colonel  Pickens'  command  proper  was  only  70 
men.v  He  had  recenth'  escaped  t'rom  captivity  at 
Xinetv-wSix;:;  and  liad  no  time  to  raise  a  force  or  to 
equip  it  wher^  raised.  Colonel  McCalhs  Georgians 
were  only  30  in  number,  but  they  were  trained  men, 
volunteers  who  had  kept  tlie  field  after  the  affair  at 
Blackstocks.  McDowell's  190  men  were  all  mounted 
volunteers,  hardy  mountaineers  who  had  fought  at 
^lusgrove's   Alill   and    King's   Mountain,  riflemen, 

*Johuson'3  Traditions,  p.  30.8. 
tGonlon,  vol.  4,  p.  31. 
leiordo!!,  \ol.  4,  p.  3[. 
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with  Deckards  in  their  iiaiicls,  and  ^vithal  M'-re  -^s 
good  troops  as  any  tliat  Morgan  had  in  his  com- 
mand, riie  hrst  dash  that  :\Iorgan  made  at  the 
British,  McDou-elhs  monnted  men,  under  Coh.nel 
AlcCa]],  .vho  raiiked  Major  McDou-ell,  coTistituted 
lico-llurds  of  the  force. 

On  the  second  day  after  Morgan's  arrival  at  his 
camp,  information  ^^■as  brought  him  that  ^so  Tories 
bad  advanced  from   the  Savannah   River  to  a  point 
t^venty  miles   south  of  Iiim,  and   were  committin-r 
oiitragcs  on  the  Whigs.      Morgan  detached  Colond 
Uasliington  vith  75  cavalrv,  McCalhs  small  com- 
inaiKl,  and   M^cDo^vell•s   monnted   men  in.  qne.t  of 
this  party.      The   Tories,  hearing  of  his  approacli 
retreated  to  Hammond's  Store,  twentv  miles  further 
south,  Avh.re  Washington  overtook  them  and  imme- 
diately ordered  a  charge.      It  vas  a  bloodv  retribu- 
tion ttiat  so  early  overtook  tliese  marauders.      The 
killed   andvounded    were    i  :;o,  prisoners    to-    the 
remainder    escaped.       These    men,    cowardlv 'and 
vindictive,  had  come  to  plunder  and  oporess   thei^- 
neighbors,  supposing  that  tliere  was  no  resistance 
to  encounter,  and  they  fell  victims  of  justice  befbre 
ail  outraged  loe.      McCalhs  men   remembered  that 
J^olonel   Brown,  the   Tory  who   occupied  \uo-usta 
had,  a    lew   ..reeks    before,    brought   twelve  "\\-hi.:r 
prisoners  into  his   house,  where   he  lav  wounded" 
and  had  them  hung  in  his  presence  from  the  stair- 
way, one  by  one,  and  other  twelve  he  had  delivered 
to  his  Indian  allies,  who  tortured  them  to  death  at 
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the  stake.      Such  fiends  deserved  every   vengeance 
tliat  iustice  could  inflict. 

More:an  haviiu^  some  apprehension  for  the  safety 
of  Colonel  Washinoion,  wlio  was  near  Tarleton's 
Leo^ion  of  250  cavalry,  crussed  tlie  Pacolet  and 
advanced  to  cox  er  his  retreat.  Tliis  done  he  resumed 
his  former  post. 

Lord  Cornwallis  was  restless  over  these  bold 
movements  of  his  enemy,  and  concluded  to  open  tlie 
campaign  again,  which-  he  had  abandoned  in  the 
winter.  General  Leslie  liad  been  sent  south  with 
200C)  men  as  a  reiufurcemeu; ,  and  tlie\'  were 
approaching  Camden,  as  Cornwallis  explained 
afterwards,  to  threaten  (_Treene,  and  were  to  be 
Uiioved  rapidlv  acro^.s  10  Winnsboro,  where  the 
combined  arnr\'  was  to  be  tlirown  forward  between 
the  Catav;ba  and  the  Broad  Ru'crs  to  separate 
Greene  fronn  Morgan,  and  i\Iorgan  was  to  be  anni- 
hilated by  a  corps  of  the  btst  tro(.)ps,  selected  for 
tliat  purpose,  an.d  under  tlie  command  ot  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Banistre  Tarleton..  a  more  vindictive 
and  merciless  marauder  thar.  Ferguson;  but  ot  a 
class  usuallv  chosen  bv  Corr.wallis  to  do  the  inlui- 
man  work  which  he  \\-as  asliamed  to  do  in  j-^erson. 
His  orders  were  to  ''push  ]\lorgan  to  the  utmost.'' 
He  did  "pusii"  ]^.Iorgan  in  the  race,  but  Tarleton 
was  in  fi-oit  of  it — ^just  a  little  ahead  of  Washing- 
ton's cavalry.  He  underrated  ^lorgan,  who,  Ban- 
croft says,  ''  was  at  that  time  the  ablest  commander 
of  light  troops  in  the  world ;  in  no  European  army 
of  that  day  were  there  troops  like  those  he  trained.'"'' 

*P.<incroft's  History,  \o!.  5,  p.  4.S0. 
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The  vainglorious  correspondence  between  Corn- 
v."allis  and  Tarleton  reminds  one  ot'  some  of  tiie 
ludicrous  scenes  in  the  comic  opera  of  the  "Grand 
Duchess "': 

17S1.  '•  D-ar  Tarleton,"  affectionately  writes  his 
lordship,  on  the  2d  of  Jarniar\ ,  "if  Morgan  is  still 
anywiiere  witldn  your  reach  I  shall  wish  you  to  pr^sh 
him  to  the  utmost.      Xo  time  is  to  be  lo-i  I" 

"My  Lord,""  Tarleton  responds.  "I  will  either  destroy 
Alorgar/s  corps  or  push  it  to  King's  Mountain. 

"  I  feel  bold  in  ottering  m\"  opiiiion,  as  it  flow^  fromi 
wed-gromidLd  iuquir}'  of  th.e  enemy's  intentioriS." 

"Dear  Tarleton:  Von  liave  Vinderstood  m\"  inten- 
tions perfectly.''' 

Those  "intentions'"  were  understood  to  mean 
that  if  iMorgan  was  overcome  his  corps  \\'as  to  be 
"''destroyed'"  after  the  precedent  set  at  the  Wax- 
haws. 

Cornv\-allis  was  to  advance  t(n\'ards  Charlotte  a 
few  da\'S  ahead  of  Tarleton,  in  order  to  capttire  the 
ftigatives  from  Morgan's  defeated  army  and  pre\'ent 
them  frt;)ni  joining  Greene;  btit  without  informing 
Tarleton  of  his  change  of  mind,  he  concluded  to 
await  at  Turkey  Creek,  iorty  miles  north  of  Whuns- 
boro,  the  result  of  Tarleton's  expedition,  having 
wisely  considered  that  it  was  possible  that  as  unex- 
pected a  re\-erse  might  attend  Tarleton  as  that 
which  overtook  Ferguson. 

On  the  14th  Jantiary,  Tarleton  crossed  the  Enoree 
and  T\'ger  rivers  abo\'e  Cherokee  Ford  and   north- 
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west  of  it.  These  tributaries  of  the  Broad  flow  east 
into  that  stream,  ijn  the  15th-,  Morgan  was  at' 
Bnrrhs  Mill  on  Thicketty  Creek.  He  there  received 
information  of  Tarleton's  a;;'»proaeh  witli  rico  men 
and  was  anxious  to  avoid  an  actiori  if  ])ossible.  He 
sent  a  courier  to  Crreene  iniornnnp;  liim  of  jiis  desires 
and  remindirig  him  that  he  had  previous! v  urged 
tliathe'oe  recalled  t'3  the  main  arniv,  as  the  country' 
was  laid  waste  and  no  subsistence  was  to  be  found. 

On  the  15th,  i\Iorg-an  crossed  Thickeitv  Creek 
and  marched  n.orth  toward  tlie  Broad,  which  here 
runs  almost  east,  vdiile  in  tlie  e\-ening  Tarleton 
occupied  the  camp  he  left  at  Burr's  Mill. 

Tarleton's  eou-imand  consisted  of  550  men  w  liich 
con.stituted  his  Legion,  the  7tli  regiment  of  200 
meri.  t]:e  first  batLalion  of  the  71st  reg-iment,  the 
light  infantr\-  of  the  yist,  and  some  lo\:alists  who 
were  the  "bummers''  of  that  dav.  To  tliis  was 
added  two  lield  pieces  ser^'ed  bv  a  detachment  of 
ro-^-al  artillerv:  amountir.g  in  all  to  eleven  hundred 
men.  tliougii  Tarleton  sa^'s  lie  liacl  onlv  looc  men. 

iMorgaii's  corps  consisted  of  32c  men  from  the 
^larvlaiid  lin.e,  2CO  X'irginia  militia,  Cohmel  Wash- 
ington's cavalry,  75  men— these  makir.g  575  men 
of  all  arms  with  which  he  started.  To  this  were 
added  ^IcDowell's  mounted  North  Carolina  volun- 
teers. 190  men,  Davidson's  Mecklenburg  volunteers, 
a  part  of  whom,  however,  were  from  Trvon — in  all 
310  Xorth  Carolinians,  Pickens'  South  Carolinians^ 
70  men,  and  the  Georgians  under  ]\IcCall,  about  30. 
Sum  total  985  men. 
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■  It  is  probable  that  a  fev;  Georgia  militia  were 
added  to  this  coiniiTaiid  betbre  tlie  bottle  took  place. 

Bairistre  Tarlet^jn  was  born  in  Liverpool,  August 
2 1  St,  1754,  and  \ra5  ii;.)t  yet  ':\vcr.t\--seven  years  old. 
but  lie  was  notorious  e\-en  at  tliac  age — not  famous 
but  inhiinous.  He  had  selected  and  trained  his 
Legion  arid  infused  his  own  spirit  ar.d  opinions  into 
it.  Lie  set  examples  and  the\-  foHo\\'ed  them.  He 
declared  ''  tliat  se\'erity  alone  could  effect  the  estab- 
lishment of  regal  authority  in  America,"  and  exer- 
cised that  severity  ^^•ithout  mercy  or  humanity- 
when. ever  opportnn.itv  offered. 

A  writer  who  was  cotemporar\-  \vith  diim  savs: 
"  It  is  dillicult  to  speak  with  temper  of  a  man  whose 
invariable  aiin  was  to  destro\',  wdiose  resentnnents 
were  onlv  to  be  appeased  by  an  increasing  flow  of 
blood.  ""^' 

The  slaughter  of  Buford's  riien  was  so  cruel  and 
heartless  that  an  American  officer  of  undoubted 
integritv,  Avho  visited  his  wretclied  victims,  declares 
that — 

''  Alany  of  ihein  were  ieft  in  a  perfect  state  of  naked- 
ness, having  been  stript  ot  e\"er}'  article  of  clothing  :  and 
that  the  wounds  inllTiJ't^  amounted  on  an  average  to 
sixteen  to  each  individual,  "t  Finalh',  "after  partaking  of 
the  liospitalit}'  of  tlie  widow  of  Tieneral  Richardson,  he 
not  only  plundered  the  house  and  burned  it,  but  spurned 
this  venerable  lady  with  his  foot. "t 

*Garden,  p.  284. 
fGarden,  p.  2S4. 
jGardeu,  p.  2S4. 


(  2  o  7  ) 

Such  was  the  venomous  character  of  the  man 
wlio  A\as  iiciiriiig  the  Cowpeiis,  and  in  sight 
oi  King's  3.1onntain  was  burning  with  rage  against 
Ferguson's  cononeri 'rs.  How  nianv  h.tjrrors  were 
averted  by  his  deteat  rro  hriman  wisdom  car.  calcii- 
hite. 

}vIorgan\s  camp  v/as  at  the  Cowpens,  ''on  a  \\'ide 
plain  covered  with  pririie\-al  pines  and  cliestnut  and 
oak,  about  sixteen  miles  from  Spartanbtirg,  seven 
miles  from  Clierokee  Ford  on  the  Broad  Ri\'er,  and 
a  little  less  th.an  hve  miles  south  from  the  Xorth 
Carolina  line.'"^''  It  was  also  on  the  same  ground 
VNdiere  tlie  "Backwater  men''  encamped  the  even- 
ing of  the  6th  of  October  and  refreslied  tlienrsek/es 
for  the  niglit  march  in  pursuit  of  Ferguson,  and 
in  ]\Iorgan"s  camp  Vvcre  a  part  of  those  same  men 
who  had  bro tight  him  to  ba\-  and  scattered  his 
arm}-  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven.  Feeling  the 
pride  of  cor.quest,  they  \ii-ere  readv  to  pltick  fresh 
latirels  for  their  brow  bv  disposiuig  of  Tarleton  as 
tliey  did  of  Ferguson.  McDovrell's  men  weie  eager 
for  the  fray.  ^lurgan's  little  arnu'  were  in  the  best 
spirits  over  their  recent  adventure  with  the  Tories, 
.and  the  regulars  were  anxious  tu  wipe  out  the 
recollection  of  Camden  by  a  victorv  at  Cowpens. 
Tarleton  believed  at  tliat  time  that  Cornwallis  was  in 
the  rear  of  Morgan,  instead  of  being  a  dav's  march 
southeast  of  him,  waiting  events  at  Turkev  Creek; 
consequently  Tarleton  mo\-ed  northwest  towards 
the   upper  Pacolet  to  drive   Morgan  east  into  the 

*P.ancrot't,  vcl.  5.  p.  4S2. 
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snare  the}-  liad  set  for  him.  Mori^au  liad  aiiiioiiiiced 
at  C''\vpens.  U)  his  arnr\-,  his  resolution  to  fight, 
and  the  crv  to  ''lead  tliera  to  victory"  was  tiie 
respor^se  froir.  ever\'  lip.  lie  tlieretore  nio\'ed  south 
on  tlie  lOth  to  iuttrcept  and  iiglit  Tarleton  at  the 
cro>sing-  of  the  Pacolet,  but  Tarleton,  suddendy 
turning  clown  froni  the  upper  P;ieolet.  crossed  tUat 
streann  above  iMorgan.  to  its  nortliern  bank.  This 
necessitated  the  falling  back  of  ^.lorgan  to  h.is 
fonncr  position  at  the  Cowpens,  where  he  deter- 
mined to  give  Tarleton  battle. 

1 781.  ■  Tarleton  lialted  the  cA'cning  of  the  ibth  ori 
the  ground  the  Americans  had  left,  and  finding  tiiat 
i\Iorgan  had  retreated,  supposedi  that  he  intended 
to  iiv  in  order  to  avoid  a  Ijattle.  Harl\-  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th  da\-  of  January  Tarleton 
resumed  his  march  to  overtake  Morgan. 

''Itv.'asS  o'clock  A.  Yi.  that  the  British  army 
arrived  in  \ie\\'  of  the  Amencan.s;  and  instead  ot 
overtaking  liis  adversary  in  th.e  hurry  and  confu- 
sion ar.d  fcitigue  of  a  llight,  Tarlet':)n.  found  him 
rested,  breakiasted,  deliberately  drriwn  up,  every 
man  at  ids  ]~iost,  and  tlieir  connnander  in  a  popular 
and  forcible  ^t\"le  of  elocution  haranguing  them.'"-' 

Tarleton  had  been  five  hours  on  tlie  inarch 
through  the  darkness  and  liis  troops  were  much 
fatigued,  but  he  determined  to  take  advantage  ot 
the  excitement  and  attack  at  once. 

Morgan  has  been  criticised  severely  by  tacticians 
for  his  selection  of  ground,  the   Broad  River  being 

*Joliuso'a's  Life  of  Greene,  vol.  i,  p.  372. 
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in  his  rea^^aiid  his  wiiig^:  unprotected  "in  tlie  air,"' 
but  Mf-ircvairs  c;'enius  rose  above  tlie  riile>  of  tlieorists 
and  was  sriCcesstuL      In  deterice  ot  hniibeli  he  wrote  : 

"  I  would  not"  have  a  swamp  in  \-ie\v  of  in\"  luiiitia  for 
anv  CL-nsideralion.  The\"  wuuld  lias'e  made  fur  it  and 
iiothii!;<  coald  ha\-e  detained  them.  x-Vs  to  covering  ri!\' 
\s-in_i^'-s.  I  knew  m\- .ad\-ersar}".  an']  was  perfect]}'  s'u'e  I 
should  have  uutliint^  but  dowur:;j;i:t  tiglitin^:;-.  As  to 
♦  retreat,  it  \vas  the  very  thin,!j^  I  wished  to  cut  off  all  lioj.e 
of  I  would  ha\-e  tlamked  Tarleton  if  he  had  surroiuuled 
me  with  Ids  ca\'air\".  It  would  !ia\"e  been  better  tlian 
placing  !n'.'  own  men  in  tlie  r;.-ar  to  shoot  down  tliose 
wlio  broke  from,  tlie  ranks.  Vflien  men  are  forced  to 
light  they  will  sell  their  !i\"cs  deariv  :  and  I  knev;  tiiat 
the  dread  tn  Tarieton's  cas-air\"  would  give  dtie  weic^ht 
to  the  protection  ot  my  fiayoneW  and  keep  my  troops, 
from  breakirig  as  Bukird'^  regiment  did.  Had  I  crossed 
the  ri\'er  one-halt  the  militia  wcndd  ha\'e  immediately 
abandoned  me." 

The  reasoning  is  sound  and  the  restilt  proved 
that  it  was  correct. 

•There  v;as  a  slope  of  three-  hundred  arid  fift\- 
yards  gentlv  ascending  to  an  etninence  on  ^vhich 
INIorgan  liad  lakeri.  his  grottnd.  It  vcas  co\'ered  wdtli 
an  open  v.'ood.  "  (Jn  tlie  crov.ui  of  iliis  eminence 
was  posted  290  r\Iarvhind  regulars,  and  in  line  on 
their  right  the  two  coniDanies  v<f  the  \drginia  militia 

Ox  o 

under  Triplet  and  Tate  and  a  company  of  Georgians 
under   Captain    Beattie,  about    140   in  the   whole, 
makin.g  liis  rear  line  to  consist  of  430  men.      This. 
14 
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was  coinriKuided  by  IJeuteiiriiit  Colonel  Howard   of 
rvlarylaiid." 

In  front' of  this  line  and  about  or.c  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  distant  was  the  second  line  composed  of 
190  Xorcli  Carolina  militia/-^  all  of  whom  had  seen 
service  and  were  g'ood  soldi^.-rs,  and  about  So  Sorith 
CaroJirdans.  -Johnson  purs  this  lir.e  as  270  men. 
I  ana  persuaded,  howe\'cr,  that  it  was  siri)n.ger  than 
this,  because  the  }^Iecklenburc,^  militia  n.umbered 
150  and  perhaps  only  one-half,  or  95,  of  McDoweirs 
men  were  detailed  as  sharp-shooters  in  the  front. 
This  would  leave  24s  Xorth  Carolinians  for  the 
second  line,  and  these  added  to  the  70  South  Caro- 
linians would,  make  tlie  total  315  instead  of  270 
men,  v\diich  is  approximateh.-  correct.  1  judo-e  this 
too  from  the  gallant  stand  made  by  these  truups, 
who  were  really  \-eteran  militia,  except  the  n.ew 
recruits  recently  organized  by  Pickens.  It  was 
tliese  veterans  who  did  the  destructive  work  with 
their  Deckard  rifles  that  caused  such  slaughter 
among  the  British  officers  and  threw  tliem  into  con- 
fusion for  want  of  orders  and  leaders.  The  militia, 
or  second  line,  was  put  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Andrew  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  who 
was  the  ranking  olticer. 

In  front  of  the  militia,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  in  advance,  General  Morgan  posted  150  picked 
riflemen  as  sharp-shooters,  whose  orders  were  to 
shoot  for  the  ''men  who  wore  the  epaulettes" — kill 
the  officers.     It  is  probable,  as  we  have  seen,  that 

*Ramsay's  South  Carolina,  p.  225. 
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at  least  95  '^^^  lliese  men  were  Xortli  Carolinians:- 
the  othe;-  55  were  (Georgians,  remnants  of  Clark's 
eommancl.  Tlie  Georgians  \\ere  on  the  right,  eom- 
mandecl  byCrinningharn.  and  Jaekson,and  the  Xoith 
Carolinians,  tmdej  Alaior  Joseph  2^IcDo\vell  of  Btirke 
Coiint\",  North  Carolina,  were  on  the  left. 

In  the  -rear  of  tlie  regnkirs,  under  Howard,  the 
ground  deseended  -gentlv  and  tli.en  rose  a^^-ain  to 
another  eminenee,  and  beliind  this  eminen.ee,  and 
concealedi  from  view  and  secure  from  the  cannonade, 
was  Washington's  cavalrv,  numbering' about  90,  and 
AlcCrilbs  motirited  men,  about  35,  making  only  125 
ca\'alry,  to  oppose  the  Legion  of  550  men. 

The  order  to  tlie  sharp-shooters  was  to  cover 
themsel\-es  by  trees,  if  necessary,  and  not  to  tire 
until  the  enemy  was  in  fiftv  yards;  after  the  first 
fire  they  were  to  fall  back,  loading  an.d  firing  until 
tliey  came  to  the  main  line  un.der  Colonel  Pickens, 
v.diere  they  were  to  fall  in  with  the  militia.  This 
wotild  give  the  secon.d  line  a  force  of  450  men  at 
least. 

The  order  to  the  militia  or  second  line  was'  to 
dchicr  /av;  dcJihri-alc  c/hirQcs  a  I  tJir  disitnur  nf  jlfly 
yards  and  thru  rrti'rr  and  take  tlieir  post  on  the  left 
of  the  regulars.  If  charged  b\-  ca\'alrv  ever\'  third 
man  was  to  fire  and  two  remain  in  reserve,  lest  the 
cavalry  shoitld  continue  to  advance  after  the  first 
fire,  or  these  reserves  were  to  fire  if  tlie  cavalr}- 
wheeled  to  retire. 

The  orders  to  the  regulars  w^ere  to  fire  low  and 
deliberateb,'.  not   to   break   on   anv  account,   and  if 
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forced  to  retire  to  ralh'  uii  tlie  ciriineiice  in  their 
recir. 

The  bdo-gao-e  and  militia  h.orses  hiad  been  sent 
several  miles  to  th.e  rear  ur/,ler  a  small  escort. 

The  order  vras  then  pivL^v,  to  all  the  fierce  to 
"ease  ti'.'^'ir  lomts/''  tliat  is,  U)  assiir.ie  comlortaljle 
attitudes  Tiiitil  t;ie  enei]i\'  came  in  si'.dit.  All  were 
in  high  spirits  and  full  of  confidence.  • 

iMorgan  wtait  along  the  lines  encouragdrig  tlie 
men  and  exhorting  them  to  stand  firm  and  assurinxg 
tliem  tliat  thev  were  about  to  gain  a  great  victory. 
No  doubt  toC'  that  all  e\'es  l:ad  surveved  trie  King's 
]\Iountain,  not  iar  distant  iui  tlieir  \"iew,  an.d  gathered 
from  that  glorious  field  frcsli  inspiration  to  their 
courage.  The\-  were  reminded  that  ndlitia  alone 
had  defeated  Ferguson  and  tliat  Tarletonds  troops 
were,  nuT.n.y  of  tliem,  only  gah-ariized  regulars 
recruited  from  the  ranks  of  desperate  Tories  who 
cared  to  follow.  Tarleton  more  for  plunder  than  for 
fight. 

These  noble  n.ien  calml\'  sui-vevcd  the  British  as 
they  deployed  in.to  lin.e  an.d  waited  tlieir  onset  v.dtli 
the  coolness  of  men  determiried  to  win.. 

Tarleton  gives  the  formation  of  his  troops  as 
follows : 

''The  liglit  infantry  were  ordered  to  file  to  tlie 
right  till  they  became  equal  to  the  flank  of  tlie 
Ameri:ari  front  line;  the  Legion  infantrv  were 
added  to  their  left  and,  under  the  fire  of  a  three- 
pounder,  this  part  of  the  British  troops  was 
instructed  to  ad\-ance  v.dtliin   three  hundred  \-ards 


of  the  eiieniv.  Tlii^  situation  bein^- acquired,  the 
7th  reg'iiiient  v."as  com  11  landed  to  tonii  on  the  Lett 
of  th.e  LcL^ion.  infantry,  ar.d  tlie'  other  thirec-pounder 
\vas  g:iven  to  the  ri^^lit  division  of  the  7th;  a  cap- 
tain with  hftv  dra.ti'oons  was  placed  on  eacli  iiank 
of  the  corps,  who  fr»rnied  the  Britisli  front  line,  to 
protect  their  own  and  threaten  th.e  fianks  f>[  the 
eneniv;  th.e  first  baltidion  ot  tire  71st  vcas  desired 
to  exten.d  a  little  to  tlte  left  of  the  secnad  regiment 
and  to  remain  15c  vards  in  the  rear.  This  body 
of  infarxtr\',  ar.d  near  200  cavalry,  composed  th.e 
reser\"e.  I^urin.g  the  execntiori  oi  these  arrange- 
ments the  animation  of  the  ofhcers  and  the  alacrity 
of  tlie  soldiers  afforded  the  most  promising  assu- 
rances oi  success." 

Tarleton  now  ad\-aiiced  to  reconnoiter  tlie  Amer- 
ican lines,  but  recei\-ed  a  \-olle\'  from  the  sharp- 
shooters in  :imbush.  The  cavalr\'  were  ordered  to 
dislcclge  then.i.  but  fifteen  saddles  were  quickly 
emptied.  '  The  sharp-sho<jters  then  retired,  slowl}- 
firing  as  opportraiitv  oftered,  until  they  reached  the 
main  line  of  the  militia. 

The  deadlv  aim  of  these  riflefnen.  now  ior  the 
first  tinte  eriCountered  by  Tarleton,  so  demoralized 
his  cavalrv  that  they  could  not  be  induced,  alter 
this,  to  charge  upon  them,  and  Tarleton  complains 
severelv  against  his  troops  for  their  consternation 
and  want  of  daring.  This  rifle  was  an  arm  so 
destructive  in  the  hands  of  men  trained  to  its  use 
in  the   huntins:  g-rounds  of  the  mountains  that  it 
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required  the  most  desperate  coiii-ag-e  to  advance 
within  its  range. 

Tarletoii's  whole  line  n,o\v  advanced  steadily 
under  the  fire  of  their  artillerv  nn.til  the  ''dead 
line  ''  of  fift\'  yards  distance  was  reached,  when  the 
riflemen,  obeying  orders,  took  deliberate  aim, 
"marking  as  much  as  possible  the  epaulette  men,'' 
and  fired  ri.pon  their  assaikui.ts.  , 

As  the  slirill  crack;  sharp  arid  thrilling,  resounded 
through  the  forest,  the  officers  of  the  British  line 
reeled  like  drunken  men,  or  threw  up  their  hands 
in  the  agonies  of  death  and  fell  to  the  groujid,  and 
the  sting  of  the  bullet  caused  manv  a  brave  soldier 
to  recoil  from  the  charge.  Still  these  trained  men 
pressed  forward  m  the  face  of  death  ar^d  received  a 
fire  more  galliiig  than  the  first.  With  bayonets 
fixed  thev  moved  forv/ard  again,  and  tlie  militia, 
obeving  the  instructions  given  tliem,  retired  behind 
the  regulars  and  on  to  the  eminence  in  tlie  rear. 
But  the  wui'k  liad  been,  done  b\'  tliem  ;  the  mortal 
wound  had  been  indicted.  The  British  were  with- 
out officers  and  the  line  became  a  tumultuous  mob, 
carried  forward  without  method  or  order. 

The  regulars  now  received  them,  firing  low  and 
striking  the  mo\'ing  targets  as  they  ascended  the 
slope.  The  line  halted,  but  corxtinued  to  fire  for 
thirtv  minutes,  but  the  fire  grew  less  frequent  and 
slower  in  repetition.  Tarleton  was  soldier  enotigh 
to  know  that  this  was  the  precursor  of  retreat,  and 
quickly  ordered  up  the  71st  regiment  into  line  and 
restored  the  attack;   he  also  ordered  the  cavalrv  to 
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sweep  upon  tlie  American  left  and  turn  tbeir  right 
flank.  A  portion  of  Tarletoii's  draj^oons  had 
charged  upon  the  niihtia  in  their  retreat  around  the 
American  left,  and  Cr)h)nel  Washington,  discovering 
the  danger,  nuide  a  furious  charge  from  his  covert 
under  the  eminence,  and  taking  them  by  surprise, 
drovtr  them  in  disorder  to  their  lines.  The  militia 
were  now  enabled  to  inake  their  \va\'  undisturbed, 
and  in  order,  around  the  second  eminence  to  the 
right  flank  of  the  American  line. 

:\Iorgan,  perceiving  the  threatened  charge  on  his 
right  flank,  ordered  the  militia  to  form  at  right 
angles  to  the  regulars  and  repel  this  assault  oi  the 
cavalry.  This  movement  of  the  militia  v\-as  under- 
stood by  die  regulars  as  the  signal  lor  tlieir  retreat 
to  the  second  eminence,  and  they  tell  back  in  order. 
Tarleton,  supposing  this  meant  flight  from  the 
field,  was  exultant  with  joy,  and  sounded  the  charge 
along  his  whole  line.  The  Americans  v.ere  now 
in  line  on  the  second  eminence,  with  the  militia  in 
order,  covering  their  right  flank,  and  as  the  British 
rushed  forward  with  a  shout,  to  run  over  and  trample 
down  and  ba\-onet  the  expected  fu gitiACS,  they  were 
shocked  with  a  terrific  fire  from  the  wdiole  Ameri- 
can line. 

Morgan,  who  kept  close  to  his  regulars,  had 
marched  slowly  back  with  them  and  watched  the 
place  he  had  selected  for  a  stand.  As  the  line  came 
to  the  spot  he  called  out  in  a  stentorian  voice, 
"  Face  about,  give  them  one  fire  and  the  victory 
is    ours  !"     The   British  were   coming  on  in   great 
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disorder,  at  only  thirty  paces .  distant,  and  many 
of  tiie  Americans  hred  with  th.eir  ^ains  in  the  r^osi- 
tion  for  the  use  of  the  bavon.et.  Cohjnel  AWasli- 
ington  had  discoA'ered  th.e  confusion  of  tlie  eneniv 
also,  and  cried  out,  '^They  are  comino^  like  a  mob; 
give  them  one  fire  and  I  will  cliarge  them."  As  soon 
as  the  fre  was  deli\-ered  Morgan  ordered  a  charL^-e, 
and  in  a  moment  was  upon  th.e  confused,  mass,  strik- 
ing them  down  on  every  hian.d.  The  Britisli  were  so 
bev.nldcred  l)y  tliis  sudden  onset,  ajid  thrown  into 
such  confusion  by  tlieir  loss  of  officers,  that  thev 
fell  on  their  fices  in  consternation  and  begged 
piteously  for  quarter.  The  cry  was  heard,'  ''  Give 
them  Tarleton's  quartersT  but  Colouel  How:ird, 
calling  to  his  men,  reminded  them  of  their  duty  to 
a  iallen  foe.  Hearing  his  voice  his  soldiers  obeyed 
his  order  and  spared  the  men.  ^■v-ho,  a  few  moments 
before,  were  impatient  to  repeat  tlie  carnage  in 
which  they  had  revelled  at  the  Waxh.aws. 

The  cavalry  of  the  Legion,  seeing  the  riflemen  in 
their  front  again,  and  Vvdtnessing  the  discomfiture 
of  the  infantry,  could  not  be  brought  to  the  charge, 
but  turning  tlieir  lieads  they  fled  in  confusion, 
trampling  down  their  officers  who  vainly  tried  to 
rally  them,  and  never  stopped  until  the\-  reached 
the  camp  of  Cornwallis  on  Turkey  Creek. 

Washington  had  fallen  upon  the  enenyy's  right 
and  was  making  for  the  artillery.  Morgan  ordered 
one  compau}-  to  go  to  his  support,  and  putting  the 
prisoners  under  three  other  companies,  he  wheeled 
upon    the    71st,   which    was    still    maintaining  its 


gTOUiid.  Tlie  Britisli  c:i\'alrv  \\-as  iirone,  the  militia 
diser.g'aged  bore  down  also  on  the  71st,  and  all 
iKjpe  of  escape  ha\-ing  \'anished,  Colonel  McArthnr 
surrendered.  Colonel  PickeraS  receiving  his  sword. 
It  was  just  at  this  time  thai  Washington  made 
so  narrow  an  escape  truvii  death.  The  aftair  is  tluis 
related : 

"Wliil'^t  Washin^^'tijii  was  engaged  willi  the  artillerists 
Colonel  Tarleton,  at  tin-  head  of  all  the  cavalr\-  wlio  would 
follow  Inui,  liastened  to  their  relief  W'asliiiigton  per- 
ceiving Ins  appro^ichi,  or-'lered  his  n;en  to  advance,  and 
dashfd  f  irwanl  himself 

"Tarleton  prudci;tl\-  ordered  a  retreat.  Being  of  course 
in  the  rear  of  liis  men,  and  Icioking  belhnd.  he  percei\'ed 
that  \VasliiriL;ton  was  very  near  him  and  fall  thirt\  \ard.> 
ahead  of  his  troops.  Attended  b\'  two  officers  he 
advanced  to  meet  Washington. 

"  One  of  the  officers  led,  ar^n  pari\-inga  blow  aimed  at 
him  by  AVashington,  the  sword  of  the  latter  pro\-ed  of 
inferior  temper  and  broke  midwa\'.  Tl;e  next  effort 
nuist  have  brraigln  Washingtop.  to  the  grovind.  Bnt  a 
little  henchnnm,  not  fonrteen  years  old,  who  was  devoted 
to  liis  master,  and  carried  no  other  wex^pon  bnt  a  pistol 
at  his  saddile  bon-,  had  ])ressed  forward  to  sh.are  or  a\-ert 
the  danger  that  threatened  his  beloved  master,  and  arri\'ed 
in  time  to  discharge  the  contents  of  his  pistol  into  the 
shonlder  that  brandished  the  sword  over  \Vashington\s 
head.  It  fell  powerless,  bnt  the  other  officer  had  his 
sword  all  ready  to  inflict  the  wonnd,  when  Sergeant 
;Major  Perry  reached  the  side  of  his  connnander  jnst  in 
time  to  receive  the  sword-arm  of  the  officer  upon  the 
edge  of  his  extended  weapon.      The  wonnd  also  broke 
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tills  blow.  But  Colone]  Tarlctoti  in  the  meantime  was 
securelv  aiming;  another  from  his  pistol.  The  noble 
animal' that  bore  Washin-lon  was  destined  to  receive  the 
ball  that  had,  rather  di^coiirteoiislv,  beeii  aimed  at  his 
rider.  Poor  Perry's  dcstinv  was  bound  up  with  that  of 
his  commander,' for  at  the  battle  of  liutaw,  when  the 
latter  was  made  prisoner,  Perry,  b>-  the  same  di.char-e, 
fell  under  five  wounds.  We  are  uninformed,  but  believe 
that  lie  never  reco\ered  from  them."'' 

The  victory  was  complete.  Tarletoii  rallied, 
accordino-  to  his  account,  fourteen  omcers  and  forty 
men  and  escaped  from  the  field.  Colonel  Wash- 
in<non's  cavalrv  ^^cre  unable  to  catch   liim    in    the 

pursuit. 

It  was  Miss  Jones,  of  Halifax,  Xorth  Carolina, 
who  had  the  encounter  of  words  Avith  Tarleton 
about  Washington.  Tarleton,  v.dth  a  sneer  of  dus- 
dain,  said  he  would  like  to  see  Colonel  \Vashington 
f  whom  site  spoke  in  such  terms  of  praise.  ''  \  on 
:ould  easily  have  seen  him  by  l-.oking  back  at 
Cowpens,''   was  the  sarcastic  reply. 

The  material  results  of  this  splendid  victory  were 
two  held  pieces,  which  had  heretofjre  been  captured 
at  Saratoga,  then  retaken  at  Camden,  and  now  by 
the  fortunes  of  war  were  in  the  hands  of  Morgan 
again,  eight  hundred  muskets,  two  stands  of  colors, 
thirty-five  baggage  wagons,  one  hundred  dragoon 
horses  and  tlieir  equipments. 

The  battle  lasted  fifty  minutes,  about  the  same 
as  the  battle  of  King's  "^lountain.     The   American 

■■Jchiwon's  Lite  of  Creene.  vol.   i,  p.  3"^-- 
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loss  was  conipanitivelv  small,  the  British,  as 
usual,  shooting  too  higli.  The  A\-hole  loss  of  the 
Americans  v/as  only  it  killed  and  6i  wounded,  no 
othcer  of  rank  being  iri  tlie  list. 

The  British  lc)ss  was  about  150  killed,  2CO 
wounded  and  400  prisoners.  At  least  one-tenth  of 
their  killed  and  wounded  were  officers,  picked- off 
bv  tlie  militia  riiiemen.  Ten  oltlcers  were  iound 
in.  front  of  tlie  militia  where  they  received  the  first 
fire,  and  to  this  was  attribuied  the  confusion  that 
ensued  as  tliev  advanced.  The  men  recei\dng  no 
orders,  everv  man  advanced  at  liis  will  and  the 
lines  became  contused. 

jolir.son,  speaking  of  th.is  tire,  sa\-s:  "At  tlie 
assigned  distance  thev  delivered  their  fire  with 
unerring  aim  and  it  was  th.e  niagnanimous  confes- 
sion of  a  gallant  officer  of  the  Marvland  line  who 
tbuglit  on  this  da\-  'th.at  here  the  battle  was 
gained."  arid  tlie  killed  and  wounded  Iving  in  their 
front  fullv   justified  the  assertion."' 

The  fatalit}-  among  the  British  troops  was  won- 
derful, perhaps  never  equalled  except  at  King"s 
Mountain.  There  ^\'ere  about  65c  infantry  soldiers 
who  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle  and  the  killed  and 
wourided  ^"ere  350;  assigning  50  to  the  ca\'alrv, 
whicli  is  full  enough,  and  we  liave  300  men,  out  of 
650,  killed  or  wounded.  There  was  no  slaughter 
here  after  tlie  battle  was  o\'er,  eitlier,  as  was  alleged 
at  King's  Mountain.  It  was  simply  the  ''unerring 
aim"  of  the  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  riflemen; 
for   the  Georgians   were  \-eterans   and   also   armed 
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with  the  rifle.  ( )f  the  men  ,  wlio  served  under 
MclJ'jwell  we  h.a\c  but  little  information,  as  no 
permanent  records  were  ever  kept  of  these  numer- 
ous expeditions.  W'e  do  know,  liowever,  tluit  Cap- 
tain Josepli  AIcDiiwell,  a  first  C'jusin  of  the  iVkijor, 
who  was  known  as  "'Pleasant  Ckardeu  Toe.'"  v\'as 
amoi.ig'  the  "  bra\'est  of  the  bra\ef'  and  followed 
the  fortunes  of  tlie  Burke  luen  into  every  conflict. 
He  was  so  prominenf  as  to  have  misled  W'h.eelcr 
into  the  errur  of  assiLaiiii.i^'  him  to  the  command. 
I  liave,  liowe\'er,  examined  tlie  evidence  and  it  is 
couclusi\-e  that  lie  did  not  command,  but  was  onU' 
a  captain,  both  at  Kin;.i'"s  ?doiintain  and   Cowpens. 

To  this  conchisiftii  Mr.  Dn;per  ha>-^  also  arri\"ed, 
after  a  most  patient  and  exliaustive  research.  Tlie 
evidence  is  cliieiT.;  the  afficku  its  of  men  who  applied 
for  pensions  and  who  speak  of  ''Quaker  Meadows 
Joe,''  or  "General  Joe/"  as  their  commander,  for 
he  was,  after  the  re\'olution,  made  a  o-eneral  of 
militia.  '' Pleasant  Garden  Joe."  Draper  savs,  ''was 
a  phvsician  and  is  regarded  as  liaving  possessed 
the  brightest  intellect  of  anv  of  the  connection." 

Thomas  Kennedy  was  an(,>ther  cap/tain.  He  was 
wounded  at  Ramsour's  Milk  sliared  in  the  battles 
of  Cane  Creek  and  King's  Mountain.  He  removed 
to  Kentucky  and  served  in  the  legislature  and 
convention  ot  that  State,  and  was  quite  a  pnuninent 
citizen. 

David  \'ance,  tlie  grandfather  of  United  States 
Senator  Z.  B.  \'ance  and  Congressman  General 
Robert  \'ance,  ot   North    Carolina,  was  a  conspicu- 
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oiis  figure  in  all  ihe  cn.iiipaigii?,  and  to  tlie  \'rince- 
Heiirv  memoranda  we  are  largel}'  indebted  for  the 
information  we  iia\"e  ol  the^e  meri.  \'ai!ce  was  too 
modest  to  record  his  own  exr)hjits  and  tliev  ;ire  lost. 
W'e  also  fnid  mention  made  of  Sanrucl  \\'ood  and 
JosL-pli  W'iiitf  as  captains  in  tliis  comimand.  Both 
rollowed  the  ojimigration  west  to  t'iic  "dark  and 
bloody  ground''  ol  Keiitnckw  P^dmund  Fear  and 
John  Ligmari  were  also  captains — tlie  latter  a 
prominent  leader. 

It  is  the  taiilt  oi  histurv  lo  g'ive  too  much  promi- 
nence to  ccmmnnders  and.  ignore  the  men  a\-jio  died, 
or  fought  to  imike  them  great,  and  in  that  way  the 
truth  is  confimndcd.  Coh'.'iiel  Andrew  Pickens,  by 
lucre  accident,  outranked  ^vlajor  }JcDowelh  and 
being  in  comm;ind.  and  from  South  Carolina,  her 
historians  are  eyer  ready  to  ascribe  all  the  glory  of 
Cowpens  to  that  State,  wlien  the  fact  is  she  had 
fewer  troops  present  than  either  Georgia  or  North 
Carolina,  anci  these  were  citizer.s  who  had,  like 
Pickens,  been  torced  to  take  Pritisli  protection  and 
had  been  Cjuiet  in  tlie  struiggle.  Firiding  an  oppor- 
tunity now  to  throw  off  the  yoke,  they  enlisted 
under  Pickeris  and  ngurati\-el\-  for.ght  "  with  halters 
aroiuid  their  necks,""  as  Judige  Johiuson  ot  that  State 
relates. 

I  do  not  detract  from  the  noble  life  and  patriotic 
deeds  of  this  gallant  South  Carolinian.  Xo  Xorth 
Carolinian  cau  atlord  to  take  one  laurel  from  his 
crown  of  honor,  for  we  shall  see  in  the  sequel  that 
when  lie  came  to  Xortli   Carolina,  without   troops,. 
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lie  was  lioiiort'd  witli  positioTi,  and  necaine  so  identi- 
fied witli  Xcnth  Carolina  liistorv  tiuit  it  is  difticult 
to  assign  him,  as  a  nnlitar\'  chieftain,  to  our  sister 
State.  He  won  his  spurs  an.d  his  Bri'^^adier  Gene- 
ral's commission  at  tlie  head  of  Xortli  Carolina 
soldiers.  Xortli  Carolina  is  entitled  to, share  an\- 
honor  that  nia\'  be  ascribed  to  liinn  in  this  great 
struggle  tor  independence. 

In.  our  zeal  to  give  to  X'orth  Carolina  her  proper 
credit  for  this  victory,  we  must  not  forget  to  assign 
all  the  lioiior  due  the  Mar\dand  line  and  its  distin- 
guished commander,  who  afterw:irds  became  the 
Governor  of  liis  State.  It  was  a  Spartaii  band  v.dio 
had  *'push.ed  bavoiiets"  (to  use  the  phrase  of  that 
day)  with  the  British  at  Cauxiden  and  dro\'e  tliem 
from  their  front;  tliev,  with  Dixon's  Xorth  C;iro- 
liiiians,  and  the  "blue  hen's  chickens"  of  Dela- 
ware, were  tlie  onlv  mourners  around  the  dying 
DeKaib;  tliey  alone  had  followed  him  to  the  death 
and  a\enged  him  with  the  blood  of  the  men  who 
murdered  their  fallen  leader,  rvlaior  Anderson  of 
this  line  was  the  onlv  officer  wlio  brought  off  an 
organized  force  from  that  ill-fated  iield.  and  all  that 
remains  of  him  is  mingled  witli  Xorth  Carolina  , 
soil  at  "Guilford  Court-hlouse,"  where  he  fell. 
X'o  lUiark  distinguishes  liis  resting-place  as  vet, 
btit  it  is  a  reproach  which  ought  not  longer  to  rest 
on  his  tellow-citizens,  who  followed  after  to  enjov 
the  blessings  purchased  with  his  blood. 

Another  hero  of  this  veteran  band  was  Captain 
John    Smith,  who   met   the   Honorable    Lieuter.ant 


Colonel  Stewart,  of  the  71SL,  \n  personal  combat  at 
Cenvpens,  an.d  when  separated,  was  men.aced  with 
the  promise,' ''  we  shall  nieet  again."  The  promise 
\\-as  kept,  and  Ce'h:!i]el  Stewart's  sword  is  now  in 
an  American  Lniistnir!].  instead  of  h.anging  iii  honor 
among  the  heir-looms  of  his  family.  Xorth  Caro- 
lina regnlars  ca'me  to  A\'ashiriO-ton\s  rescne  in  the 
honr  ot  his  ''extremest  daPiger."  and*  far  from 
home,  withont  a  clnxmicler,  these  deeds  of  valor  are 
only  seen  here  and  there  throngli  tlie  crevices  of 
histories  which  were  opened  to  illnminate  the  con- 
dnct  of  others  whio  stood  b\-  them.  Let  it  not  go 
nnsaid  that  these  brave  Marylanders  were  the  very 
heart  of  Greene's  little  army,  that  gave  tu  it  '\-italitv 
and  force,  and  that  iis  'olood  moistened  the  soil  of 
the  Carolin.as  in.'  ever\-  conflict  from  Can.iden  to 
Entaw.  The  names  of  Howard,  arid  Anderson,  and 
Ford,  and  Smitii,  all  heroes  in.deed,  shonld  be  em- 
blazoned on.  imperishable  granite,  where  the\'conld 
be  ''seen  and  read  of  all  men,"  as  fntnre  genera- 
tions may  pass  before  it.  Baltimore,  "the  ^lonn- 
mental  City,"  has  strangely  forgotten  tlie  memory 
oi  those  wdio  ga\-e  this  nation  an  existence  and 
honored  a  few  who  repulsed  siniph-  an  assault 
Avhich  was  made  upon  it. 

How  bitter  was  the  disappointment  of  the  British 
commander  at  this  defeat  of  his  pet  Lieuten.ant  is 
reflected  through  the  account  of  Stedman,  who 
upbraids  Tarleton  with  incompetency  and  rashness 
and  depreciates  him  as  a  military  leader. 
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"Duriiii:  tlif  whole  period  of  tlie  vrar,''  he  says,  ''no 
other  aetion  reflected  so  nnich.  dishon.-.r  upon  the  liritish 
arms.  Th.e  British  were  supeiior  in  numbers.  ]\Ior^-an 
had  ou]\-  54u  Continentals,  the  rest  militia.  Tarleton's 
rorce  composed  the  liidit  troops  of  Lord  CornwalHs'  armv. 
E\-cry  disasitr  that  f^ffell  Lord  Cornwallis  after  Tarle- 
ton's  most  shatnefnl  defeat  at  t!ie  Cowpens,  ma>-  mo::^t 
jnsil}-  be  attributed  to  the  im]-rudcnce  and  nnsoIdierl\- 
conduct  of  tjiat  officer  in  the  action.  R  was  a^ked  wh\- 
hc  did  ra3t  consult  ALijors  :\IcArtl:ur  ar.d  Xewmarsh, 
oihcers  of  experience  and  reputation  who  had  been  in 
ser\-ice  before  Tarlet<Tn  was  born?  '■'  ^'  *  *  *  ^^ 
Is  .t  pos.--ible  for  the  min.d  to  fo'-m  anv  other  conclusion 
than  that- there  was  a  radical  defect,  and  a  want  of  inili- 
tar>-  hnowledg-e  on.  the  part -of  Colonel  Tarleton,  ?  That 
he  possesses  pers<uKil  bravery,  inferior  to  no  man,  is 
be\-ond  n  doubt ;  but  his  talents  at  the  period  we  are 
speakiui^-  of  never  exceeded  that  of  a  partisan  captain  of 
light  dra:^oons,  daring  in  skirmishes.'''  ' 

It  IS  a  singular  coincidence  in  history  that  both 
tlie  vict<;)r  and  tlic  vanc^nislicd  were  severel\'  criti- 
cised by  their  iriends  ;  but  the  strictures  on  jlorgan 
were  Ijy  scientific  soldiers  who  never  fought  in  a 
Partliian  war  or  had  the  -sons  of  tiie  forest  to  com- 
pose tlieir  irregular  lines.  Irregtilar  troops  cannot 
be  restrained  or  handled  like  the  disciplined 
machinery  of  a  continental  line;  the^-  must  have 
latitude  for  individual  thought  and  be  allowed  some 
discretion  themselves  in  the  combat.  Morgan,  who 
had  been   one  of  these   ''irregulars"   in   early  life. 

*Sted:nan's  History,  vol.  2,  p.  324. 
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was  cogiiixtiiit  o^'  these  ]^eculiaritics  and  kiie^v  how 
to  utilize  them  in  times  of  dan,i;er. 

I'liis  triuinpli  of  Mon.;-an's  was  thiC  most  pro- 
iiouiieecl  aiul  brilliant  of  aiiv  acliie\'ed  bv  the  South- 
ern army,  prior  to  Vorktown.  In  tift\-  minutes  a 
wliole  corps  of  the  arr.u-  of  Cornwai  His  was  destroyed, 
and  this  in  tlie  hearing  of  the  Britisli  cannon.  It 
was  not  Provincials  or  Tories  who  'Mell  on  tlieir 
faces  and  begged  for  ciuarters;"  it  was  tlie  flower  of 
the  Britisli  army  ;  regulars,  veterans. — men  wholiad 
been  soldiers    ''before  Tarleton  vras  born." 

The  humilia^ion  of  their  prestige  was  the  more 
keenl\-  felt  because  the\-  were  routed  by  the 
"militia,"  whom  the\'  affected  to  corxtemn  and 
despise. 

i\ [organ  had  proved  his  skill  and  strategy  in  the 
field  and  in  battle  and  demonstrated  his  wonderful 
influence  over  his  troops;  b\-  the  celeritv  of  his 
movements,  liis  unceasing  xigilance  and  masterly 
tactics,  he  was  now  about  to  win  for  himself  the 
lionor  of  being  ihe  Xenophon  of  the  Revoluti<:>n. 

We  shall  narrate  the  wonders  of  his  retreat  iu 
the  next  chapter. 


^a^ 


CHAPTER  \'.      ■ 

Morgan's  Reireat  fr:u1i  Cvv.iu.-r,s  to  tlic  Cal  PA'^a  River— Sends  ]ii> 
Frisoneri  b'-  1^1. ind  Furd  to  \"ir;^'.fiia— Ke  Crosses  the  Catawl.a 
with  his  ^laiii  Ar:;i_v  at  bherrill's  I-"-t.1  Jar.uary  23(1.  17S1  — 
CprnNvalUs  reached  Rair..-oui-"s  T^Iili  tlic  25th — I)c>tro_v<  all  !iis 
Ileavv  Rac^gatje  — Greene  meets  "iIor,u::a;i  the  3'.)th  at  the  Ca- 
tawba :  Or>!ers  the  Ar-:ny  frotu  ■■Carnji  ReiKise  "  to  Join 
Moryau  on  the  Vailkin  —  Battle  at  Cowan's  ForJ  Feljruary 
jst — Death  of  Cieticral  Wilhani  Lee  I)a\iii-,on  —  Fredt-rick 
'Ilager.  the  Tory.  F-ires  the  Fatal  sShot— Mor,i,'a'a  Crosse^  tlie 
Yadkin  at  Tra.lin;_r  F'ord — Tlie  two  Armies  Unite  Finally  at 
Guilford  Coart-IIouse  February  toth— General  Mori:;an  L'i-a- 
bled  I'j-  Rheunuitism — Greene's  Great  Confid.ence  in  Him — 
Retreat  of  Crreene  into  \'irginia— Crosses  the  F>an,  Febrnar_v 
14th. 

TPIE  Britisli'anirv  was  resting  quietl}-  i]i  camp 
ori  Turkev  Creek,  a  tributary  of  the  Broad 
River,  in  the  riorthwestern  corner  of  wliat  is  now 
York  Cc-nnty,  South  Carolina,  an.d  only  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Cowpens,  wliere  the  battle  was 
fought,  waiting,  as  iiis  lordship  says,  tor  Leslie  to 
reach  him.  The  fright  that  followed  King's  Moun- 
tain had  noL  entirely  subsided,  and  he  inten.ded  to 
secure  his  position  and  avoid  another  plunge 
through  tlie  blackjack  mud  before  he  advanced  into 
North  Carolina  again. 

He  had  confidence  in  "  Dear  Tarleton,"  too,  and 
was,  perhaps,  sipping  a  glass  of  wine,  of  wliich  he 
was  very  fond,  to  make  his  heart  glad  and  put  it 
in  unison  with  the  tidings  which  he  was  ever}' 
moment  expecting  from  that  intrepid  leader. 


W'lu.-i!  the  nig-]]t  g:ul".t;red  ciri.uiid  liib  cinip  the 
sound  of  the  ca\  alrv  approach  in  l;-  witli  rapid  Li'ait 
was  lieard,  the  wary  sentinel  eliallenged  tlic  ad- 
vance, thie  conniersigii  a\  as  exchiiinged,  and  tlien 
the  news  v/a.s  broken:  "  Tarleton  is  d^-feated  and 
his  corps  destro\-ed."  Xonmre  revelry  riuw  ;  gnel 
and  disniav  v\'ere  written  on  e\'ery  face;  th.e  guards 
were  doubled  and  parties" sen.t  to  gatlier  more  tidings 
from  the  battle.  It  came,  but  onlv  sorrow  was 
added  to  disma\-.  Cornwallis  seems  to  have  been 
dumbfounded  b}'  the  appalling  news,  and  not 
knoA\-ing  what  tu  do.  he  did  nothing  for  a  v/hole 
dav,  an.d  that  day  ^vlorgan  made  his  escape  and 
carried  iiis  prisoners  out  of  tht^  reach  of  British 
pursuit. 

The  battle  began  abou.t  half-past  .S  o'clock  in  the 
morning — earlv  for  that  season  of  the  \'ear — and 
'was  over  bv  ic  o'cl(>ck.  ?\Iorgan  kn^ew  thai  Tarle- 
ton's  ca\'alry  liad  left  without  standing  "on  the  order 
of  their  going."  and  that  before  the  sun  set  Corn- 
v,"aHis  would  be  apprised  of  the  defeat  of  his  troops; 
that  if  Cornwallis  acted  as  his  sitULation.  demanded 
he  would  at  once  advance  northward  to  throw  him- 
self between  Morgan  and  Greene  an^d  prevent  a 
junction  of  their  commands  and,  if  fortune  favored, 
overtake  Morgan  and  rescue  the  prisoners  and 
scatter  his  forces  in  the  mountains.  Morgan, 
therefore,  immediately  detailed  Colonel  Pickens  to 
bury  the  dead  and  collect  the  wounded  of  both 
armies  and  provide  them  with  what  comforts  he 
could  from   the  captured    stores   and    tents   of  the 
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eneinv,  wliile  he  began  tlie  retrcrLt.  The  dav  was 
spent  in  this  work,  and  the  unfortunate  men  were 
left  in  tents  under  a  safeguard  and  a  flag  and 
Piekens.  with  has  mounted  eommand,  made  all 
haste  to  ox'ertake  his  gen.eral. 

iMorgan  had  left  betore  n.oon,  taking  th.e  pris- 
oners an.d  cannon  and  capiured  muskets  and  annnu- 
nition.  along.  Tlie  other  v/agons  and  all  the  lieavy 
baggage  that  could  not  be  removed  were  hurried  on. 
the  field.  ^^lorgan  was  still,  however,  encumbered 
with  so  nianv  prisoners  that  liis  march  was  neces- 
sarilv  slow ,  but  l:e  persevered  with  all  the  energv 
possible,  being  aware  that  his  safety  depended  on 
eluding  the  pursn.it  ot  the  mam  aim\'  uUider  Corn- 
wallis.  He  inteUided,  if  Cornwall  is  grjt  between 
him  an.d  Greene,  to  retreat  in.to  or  across  the  nr'^'Uii- 
tains,  if  n.ecessarv,  and  either  figh.t  at  some  strong 
pass  or  make  his  way  bv  a  circuitous  route  in.to 
Virginia.  But  the  fatal  clelav  of  one  day  bv  Corn- 
waliis  gave  .'vlorgan  the  requisite  start,  and  he 
never  lost  the  distance  and  advantage  Vvdiich  v/as 
thus  gi\'en  liim. 

He  left  the  battle-field  shortly  after  noon  of  the 
same  day  it  was  fought  and  crossed  Broad  River, 
in  Rutherford  County,  that  evening.  Early  on  the 
m.orning  of  the  rSth  Morgan  resumed  his  march, 
going  north  towards  Gilberttown ;  the  same  line 
of  advance  and  retreat,  formerly  travelled  by  the 
King's  Mountain  men,  no  doubt  being  guided  by 
the  McDowells  w-ho  knew  every  path  and  strong 
position  in  the  countr\'.      Patrols  were  sent  out  in 
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tlie  direction  of  appr^xicli  of  the  army  of  Coni- 
wallis  and,  on  their  rc-turi]  in  tlie  evening,  iMorgan 
was  as  much  surprised  as  dciig-jitcd  to  learn  ihat 
not  onlv  had  Cornwallis  vj'>t  moved  vet,  but  that 
tliere  were  no^sij^hsof  his  muvim/.  All  was  "su- 
pineness  and  indecision''   aiT'iind  his  camyj. 

At  Gil'^'ertlivsv-n,  tliree  niiles  from  v.  here  the  town 
of  Rntherfordton  now  is,  iMorgan  ''det,ached  tlie 
greater  part  of  his  militia  and  a  part  of  Colonel 
Wasliington's  cavalrv  lasagnardi  with  the  pris- 
oners. Trie  detachment  took  tlie  Cane  Creek  road, 
through  tlie  ledge  of  mountains  whicli  divides  the 
head-vcaters  of  tlie  South  F'ork  from  the  mam 
Catawba,  and  then  down  tlie  Catawba  near  where 
IMorgaiiton  now  stands,  and  on.  until  they  crossed 
at  the  Ishiiid  Foid.  At  this  ford  Washington's 
cavalry  left  tlie  prisonei-s  w  itli  the  militia  (under 
Pickens)  niicl  reioined  ^Nlorgau."'-'  This  reconciles 
the  contention  that  IMorgan  crossed  at  Island  Ford. 

It  was  onlv  this  part  nf  his  force  that  crossed 
there,  wliile  he  himself,  wich  his. main  army,  which 
he  constantlv  kept  between  liis  militia  and  prisoners 
on  the  one  hand  and  Cornwallis  on  the  other, 
crossed  at  Sherrilhs  Ford,  eiglit  or  nine  miles  ftirtlier 
down  the  stream.  He  had  approached  Sherrilhs 
Ford  by  taking  the  old  Flint  Hill  road  running 
east  from  Giiberttuwii  and  leading  across  the  South 
Fork  River,  about  one  mile  northwest  of  the  present 
town  of  Lincolnton,  at  Gattis'  P'ord,  to  Ramsour's 
^lill.  on   Clark's  Creek,  which  is  about  half  mile 

^General  Joseph  Grahaiu  in  the   UlUVL'^^ity  ]\taga/.ine,  vol.  5,  p.  104. 
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froni  the  i unction  of  that  creek  with  the  South 
Fork.  Morgan  crossed  at  Shcrrilhs  Ford  on  the 
evenin--  of  the  .?3d  of  January,  17S1. 

I -01.      At  the  I-land  Ford,  on  the  east  bank  01  the 
Catawba.   "^^laior  Hyrne,  the  Conmussary  of  pris- 
oners, received  from  Pickens  the  600  prisoners,"   and 
they  took  the  upper  route, going  northwest, into  \  -r- 
^inia.      Prisoners  were  generally  kept  in  the  neigh- 
borhood  01   Charlottesville.  Virginia,   at  that  date. 
Returning  now  to  the  P^ritish  camp  we  find  that 
it  was  not  until    the   19th,  the  second  day  after  tj^e 
battle,"  that    Coriiwallis    moved    north,   taking   all 
his   cumbrous    baggage  along,  and   with  orders  to 
the  cavalrv  to  return  to  his  camp  every. night.    He 
marched  up  tlie  east  bank   of  the   Broad,  crossing 
Bufkiio   and   King's   Creek,  to  the  second,  or  little 
Broad  River,  where,  hearing  that  :Morgan  had  gone 
east,  he  turned  tu  the   northeast  until   lie   came   to 
the  old  Flint  Hill  road,  which  Morgan  had  traveled, 
and  thence   down   that  road  to  Ramsonr's  Mill,  on 
the  25th  day  (.f  January,  17S1.      If  he  had  made  a 
forced   march,  even    as    late    as    the    19th,  directly 
across   from   Turkey   Creek,  he   could   have  easily 
reached    Ramsour's    }dill    on    the    20th,  where    he 
would  have  intercepted  Morgan   at  this  junction  of 
their  respective  roads,  and  Tarleton  censures  Corn- 
wallis  for  not  moving  in  that  direction.      It  is  prob- 
able. howe\-er,  that  Morgan  would  have  been  early 
advised  of  this  movement  and  escaped  by  the  upper 
route.     When   Cornwallis  reached  Ramsour^s  Mill 
Moro-an  had  crossed  the  Cata^\•ba  River  twenty-live 


miles  beyond  nnd  wa^  ready  to  turn   the   capturea 
cannon  on  his  I^ritish  pursuers. 

It   is    a   conunon    error,  in  tiie  histories   ot    this 
renmrkable  retreat,  to  attribute  the  escape  of  :^Iorgan, 
from    the    pursuit"   of   Cornwallis,    to  tlie    sudden, 
rise  in  tlie  ^vater  ol  the  Cata^vba.      Providence  niay 
havecaufbundedthe  judgment   of  Corn^vallis  and 
thus   retarded  his  marcli,  but   up  to  tins  .time,  haa 
not    sent    the    hoeds    to'   redeem   the    patriot  host, 
^lor-an   outstripped  the   British   army    in  the  race 
andliad  a  dav   of  rest   before    resumin-   it  again. 
The  vic^ilan^e  of  Morgan   was  unceasing;   he  was 
soon    informed    that     Cornwallis    had    stopped    at 
Ranisour^s  Mill  for  redection  and  he  took  advantage 
of  It  to  rest  his  own  troops   on   the  eastern  bank  ot 
tlie  Cata^vdxl  ^vhiie  the  militia  under  Pickens  were 
pushing  the  prisoners  out  of  reach.      Morgan   was 
anxfous   to   secure   every  one  of  them  to  exchange 
for    the    Continental   line  of  Xorth    Carolina,  eap- 
tured    at   Charleston,  who    were   then   languishing 
and    wastmo    awav    in    the    British    prison    ships. 
Greene   had   sorely    lamented   the   paroling  ot   the 
King's    Mountain   prisoners,  by   which  he  had  lost 
the  opportunitv  for  exchange. 

Coniwallis  had  fost  the  17th  and  iSth  of  January 
in  his  eamp  waiting  for  Leslie,  and  when  he  did 
move  he  took  six  davs  of  a  circuitous  route  to  reach 
Ramsour's  Mill,  which  he  ought  to  have  reached 
in  two.  At  Ramsour^s  Mill  some  fatuity  over- 
shadowed his  reason  and  caused  him  to  stop  two 
davs  more. 


On  the  25111  of  jaiuiar\-,  tlie  da\'  that  Corinvajlis 
reached  Rriinsoiir's  YlV.l,  trie  news  of  r\rorga]rs 
victorv  reached  General  Greene  at  his  camp  on 
the  Pee  Dee.  H;s  little  arva\-  was  ininiediateh' 
ordered  to  prepare  to  march  to  tlie  assistance  of 
Morgan.  The  troops  Nvere  poorlv  clad  and  the 
winter  was  cold;  hut  tiie\-  received  tiie  orders  of 
tlieir  cominarider  witli  .cheerfnhiess  and  confidence. 
The  2  5tli,  26th  and  27th  of  Jariuarv  were  spent  in 
en.crgetic  preparation  for  the  marcli,  and  the  most 
inintite  orders  were  gi\'en  as  to  e\"erv  detail  before 
General  Greene  would  consent  to  leave. 

Oil  the  2Sth,  tlie  day  that  Cornwallis  left  Ram- 
sonr's  Mill,  General  Greene  did  wliat  will  be  deemed. 
by  manv  the  mcst  imprndent  act  of  his  liie.  "  \\'ith 
onl}-  a  gnide,  an  aid  ar^d  a  sergeant's  gnard  of  cavalry, 
he  strnck  across  the  conntrv  to  ioin.  iMor'^j'an  and 
aid  him  in  his  ardnons  operations.''  Tlie  distance 
he  had  to  tra\-erse  was  one  hundred  miles;  yet  on 
the  3Ctli  we  ha\'e  his  letters  dated  from  Sherriirs 
Ford.'-'  Erroneotis  traditions  have  crept  int<_»  liistory 
that  after  Greene's  arrival  he  and  i\iorgan  disagreed 
or  cpuirreled,  and  that  for  this  reason  Morgan  so 
soon  retired  from  the  campaign.  Xoihing  is  ftirther 
from  the  truth.  Thev  were  cordial,  confidential 
and  in  eritire  accord.  Thev  both  agreed  that  if 
Cornwallis  restimed  the  pursuit,  before  the  prisoners 
had  been  far  eriotigh  away  for  security,  that  they 
would  give  him  battle  as  he  crossed  the  stream. 
They  were  in  no  hurry  to  lea\'e. 

*Jolinrioii's  Lift  of  (ireene,  y>\.   i,  p.  4'">3. 

The  proper  name  is  Sherrill's.  not  Sheranl's  Fonl. 


The  arnrr  of  (Greene  liad  been  ordered  to  nuircli  up 
the  Yadkin  s called  lower  down  tlie  Pee  Dee)  arid  to 
l)e  in  position  near  Salisbury  to  join.  TNlorgan,  and 
were  now  on  tlieir  wa\'  UtUider  Gciieral  Hn^x-r. 

Lord  C«-)rnwallis,   having-  lost  niost  of  his   light 
troops  at   Cowpens,  detern.iin.ud   to   relieve   hiniselt 
of   everv    n:'Ssible    en.curriijrance    aridi.     enter    with; , 
renewed  ardor  n.pon  the  pursuit  of   iMorg^m.   Sted- 
nian  says  that — 

"Previouslv  to  th.e  arrival  of  tlie  British  troops  en  the 
banks  of  the  Catawba,  Lord  Cornwallis,  considLTin^>  that 
the  loss  of  his  bight  troops  could  ordy  he  remedied  b\' 
the  activitx'  of  tiie  whole  anny,  re-soh'ed  to  destroy  all 
the  snpertiiious  bag;',ai2;;e.  Bv  fu'st  rediicnyi;'  tb.e  .size  and 
qnantitv  of  his  owin  lie  set  an  example  v.-liich  was  cheer- 
fulh-  followed  by  all  the  oiTicers  in  hiscounnand,  alth.ougli 
bv  so  doiir;^  thev  sustained  a  cor.siderable  loss.  No 
vaigons  were  reserved  except  those  loaded  with  hospital 
stores,  salt  and  annrnnntion,  ar.d  four  eriipt\- (jnes  tor  the 
acconnnodr.tioii  of  the  sick  or  wounded.  And  such  was 
the  ardour,  both  of  oiucers  and  soidaiers,  ar.d  their  ^\■ill- 
ingness  to  submit  to  any  hardship  for  tlie  promotion  ot 
the  service,  that  this  arrangement,  which  deprived  them 
of  all  future  prospect  of  spirituous  Ibjuors,  and  izrii 
hazarded  a  regular  supply  of  provisiois,  was  acquiesced 
in  without  a  nuirmur.''* 

To  this  destruction  of  his  whole  material  train 
and  necessar\-  outfit  for  a  winter  campaign  is 
attributed   the  final  discomfiture  of  Cornwallis  at 


''\\.  is  curious  t.>  read  ii.  this  dav  of  the  i^reat   emphasis  laid  upot! 
the  lo^s  of  the  lillllor:^  ;  Stdinai!  ,<<ivc-;  It  prefL-rrnce  to   "  provi--ioiis." 
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Guiluird  Court  House.  The  N'u.plies  lio  bu:^iied 
could  not  be  replaced  sliort  r.f  Wbhuiugtou,  aUid 
tliitlier  he  was  coriipelledL  to  t^o  wlicn  a  reverse  met 
his  arms. 

A\'hiile  at  Ramsour's  Ivlill  man-.-  of  tlic  Hessian 
mercenaries  deserted,  and  some  Knglish  scldiers: 
in  all  it  is  estimated  that  250  deserted.  I'his  is 
accounted  for  hrst,  on  the  gr^jim.d  tliat  the  Hes- 
sians fouLiid  here  a  German-speaking-  population. 
and  caring  no  more  for  British  than  American 
.principles,  the\'  escaped  and  becjime  laborers  in.  the 
country.  The  Eng-lish,  it  is  said,  rebelled  at  the 
loss  of  the  pc>rter''  and  rum — tlie  ''want  of  his  gill 
of  rum  was  nu3re  distinctU'  realized  tliari  the  love 
of  his  King  and  C(_nintr\'." 

Finallv  tlie  Rritisii  armv  resumed  its  march  on 
the  2Sth  of  January,  taking  the  higliwav  leading 
to  Beattie's  Ford,  which,  is  tlie  direct  route  to  Salis- 
burv.  This,  however,  was  intended  L(.)  deceive  the 
Americans,  as  tlie  real  place  selected  for  crossing- 
v.-as  Cowan's  Ford,  a  tew  miles  lower  down. 

We  dc)  not  kn.ow  tlie  exact  numbers  of  tlie  British 
armv  at  this  time.  In  a  letter  of  Cornwallis,  dated 
the  1 8th  December  at  Whnnsboro.  he  sa^-s  :  ''  I  ha\  e 
a  g-ood  account  of  our  recruits  in  general,  and  hope 
to  march  from  hence  with  ."500  fightiu.g  men."  He- 
lost,  perliaps,  Soo  men  at  Cowpens,  and  received 
the  15CO  men  under  General  Leslie,  and  in  round 
numbers  must  have  had  at  least  40GO  lighting  men. 

*NOTE. — The  glass  from  the  broken   porter  bottles  were  ".gathered 

for  vears  }>}•  the  pottt-rs  to  ;4la/;e  tlieir  eartlitn-war'r. 


Sir  Henry  Clnitt^u  estimates  it  :it  ''coiisiderablv 
above  3000,  exclu^ix'e  ot  ca\'alr\-  and  militia." 

We  must  ii*>\v  look  to  tlie  east  and  see  ^\•hat 
preparations  were  being  made  on  tliat  side  of  the 
Catawba  to  dispnte  tl;e  passage  of  tlie  British  army. 
General  Rutherford  was  then  a  capti\-e  at  St.  jVii- 
gustine.  and  (re-neial  Wh'lliann  Lee  Da\-idson,  of 
}\[ecklenbrLrg,  had  been  appointed  to  the  pommand 
of  his  militia  distriet  dnring  his  absence.  This 
division,  General  Graham  states,  enibracecl  the 
''  old  superior  conrt  districts  of  Salisbnry  arid  i\[or- 
ganton,  now  connposin.g  the  fourth  ar.d  fit\h  divis- 
ions of  North  Carolina  militia,  whose  returns  of 
eftecti\-e  men  at  this  time  !i82i)  exceed  twenty 
tlionsarid  men.''''  As  soon  as  GeneT'al  Davidson 
was  informed  of  the  advance  of  tlie  British  army 
he  ordered  out  the  next  detaelinient,  which  v/as 
detailed  for  duty  fronn  the  couraies  urider  his  com- 
mand, to  rende.zvons  between  Charlotte  and  the 
Catawba  Ri\-er.  On  the  ■19th  lie  received  informa- 
tion c:i  l\irlett_)n's  defeat  and  hastened  a  letter,  by 
special  messenger,  to  General  Greene  on  the  Pee 
Dee.  (  )n  the  2  ist  a  l;)ody  of  t\venc\-  Whigs  brought 
ir.  twent}"-eight  British  stragglers  wdioni  the\'  liad 
picked  up  arter  the  battle  of  Cowpens,  and  from 
them  all  the  details  were  gathered. 

I  now  incorporate  the  narrati\"e  of  General  Gra- 
ham, wdiich  IS  so  interesting  that  I  need  make  no 
apology  for  doing  so. 

■^-'University  Magazine,  p.  103. 
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*'Gertrral  I^a\'idsoii  was  witlicjui.  ca\-alr\-  and  dirt-ctccl 
Adjutant  (rrahani  (afterwards  General  Joseph  (Vraliann, 
\Adio  liad  now  recox'ered  from  his  wijunds  reeeived  tlie 
26th  of  vSe]:)teinber.  to  rai.^e  a  coi.iroar.N'  of  cavalrx',  [)roni- 
ising  that  tliose  \vh*;)  fnrnished  their  own  horses  and 
eqtiipnien.ts  an.d  ser\-ed  six  v/eeks  s!ii:<nld  be  considered 
as  hxa\-inL^  served  a  tonr  ul  three  months,  the  term  of 
dnty  reiinired  b\'  the  law.  In  a  few  davs  he  snccetrded 
in  raising  a  conapan_\'  of  ^6,  uiosth'  er.terprisiiig  \-ourig- 
men,  who  lian  seen  ser\dce,  bnt  fonnd  it  difhcidt  to  pro- 
cnre  arms.  (Jnd_\'  45  swords  eonld  be  prodnced,  and  one- 
half  of  them  were  mad.e  b\'  the  conntrv  bdacksmidis. 
Only  15  had  pistols,  but  they  all  Ji^-'d  nfhs.  Thev  car- 
ried the  mnzzle  in  a  snnall  boot,  fastened  beside  the  rig] it 
stirrn.p  leather,  arei  the  but  ra;i  tln'oiigh  the  shot-bag 
belt,  so  that  the  lock  came  direetl\-  tin.der  the  right  arm. 
Tl'iose  who  had  a  pistol  carried  it  swung  b\'  a  straps, 
about  the  size  of  a  bridle-rein,  on  the  left  side  over  the 
sword,  v.hich  was  belted  hii^her  tluin  the  modern  mode 
of  v.'earing  it,  so  as  not  to  entangle  tlie  legs  wdien  acting 
on  foot.  The}-  had  at  all  times  all  their  arms  with  them, 
whether  on  foot  or  on  liorsebaek,  and  could  act  as  iiifantrv 
or  cavalr}-,  and  n^ove  in.di\udually  or  coHecti\-el\-  as 
emergencies  might  reqtiire.  With  those  arms,  and 
mounted  generall}'  'm  strong  and  di^irable  horses,  with  a 
pair  ot  saddle-bags  fur  the  coiu'enience  of  the  rider  and 
a  wallet  of  pro\'erider  for  his  horse,  they  were  read\-  for 
service  witliotit  ccdnmissary,  quartermaster  or  other  staff. 

"General  I)a\udson  finding  the  enemy  approaching  so 
near,.  di\dded  those  under  his  command  in  order  to  guard 
the  different  fords  on  the  Catawba.  At  Tuckaseege 
Ford,  on  the  road  leading  from  Ramsour's  to  Charlotte, 
he  placed  two  liundred  men  under  Colonel   Joseph  W'il- 
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liains,  of  Siin-}'.  At  Tool"::-  Ford 
Captain  Potts,  of  Mt'cklei:l/nrg, 
tv."enty-five  men  uiuler  Lieutenant 
Meck;e:'ibnr,^.  With,  liis  greatest 
cavalfN'.  lie  tuok  nrsst  at  Beattie's  I 
Ranisonr's  Mi!;  to  Salisbury — heir 
Colonel  Williams.  On  the  31st  0! 
were  dispatcliccl  over  tlie  ri\"er,  anc 
eneni}-  were  cn.caniped  witliin  fou: 
^r;iile>  tlie\'  disco\-ered  orxt  linndred 
foil">\ved  tliern  to  tlie  ri\"er,  but 
distance.  The  dispositions  that  \vt 
tlieni  to  l.e.rr  an  andonscadc. 

''The  >a!rie  tveningdeneral  IMor, 
under  his  eor.nuand  witii  C'->loii: 
towards  Sali.-l;urj.'.  He  hiniseU"  am 
came  dov.ni  b:<  Beattie's  For'/i,  ab: 
ten.  minutes  (3cneral  (.rreeuie  ;aid  I 
arrived.  bic  Inid  bet.-n  early  inforu 
of  tb.e  r.ritish.  army  ani3i  h.ad  first  pr.: 
tlicn  lea-.'ing  tliL-m  under  comtnanc 
their  mareii  towards  Salisbnrx ,  he 
tain  the  situation  of  affairs,  and  givj 
in.  thiis  quarter  ;  { Tciicral  IMorgan  anci 
met  h.ini  at  thus  place,  b\'  appc' 
General  Da\"idson  retired  with  hi: 
and  seating  tbiemselves  on  a  log,  lii 
about  twenty  minutes — t!ie\'  then' 
General  Greene  and  aid  took  tlit 
INIorgan   and   Washington   took  a 

*.\t  Tuckaseege  and  Tool's  fords,  trees 
and  a  ditch  dug  and  parapet  made.  Thei 
the  other  for^is. 
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troops  !ii:ircir'ri,\;  mif^cr  Howard.  AI)orit  tl;c  time  (General 
Grterie  liad  arr!\-ed  the  Britisli  va^.^iiard  of  aljoat  four  or 
five  liundrcd  men  api)eared  ori  the  opposite  hill  bevond 
the  ri\'er.  Slr.jrtly  a.t"ter  their  arrival,  sotiie  principal 
officer  with,  a  iiinneror.-  staff,  tlieaii^diL  to  be  Ivord  Corii- 
wallis,  passed  in  front  of  them  al  diherent  stations,  halt- 
ing- and  apparentl}'  viewir.i.';  lis  Vvdtli  >jrv-orlas-es.  In 
about  one  hour  alter  Cieneral  Greene's  dejxirture  (^rerieral 
Davidson  o-a\-e  orders  to  the  ca\-air\-  and  a].)out  two 
hundred  and  hit}"  infaUitry  to  march  down  th.e  river  to 
Cowanhs  Fordi,  four  miles  below  I'eattie's,  leaving  nearh.' 
the  same  nmnber  at  that  place,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Farmer,  of  (Jrange.  On  the  march  he  stated  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalrv  that,  thonoji 
Gerieral  (rreer^e  had  ne\-er  seeui  the  Catavvd)a  before,  he 
appeared  to  kuuw  more  about  it  than  those  wIk)  were 
raised  on  it,  arid  it  was  tlie  GerieraT.-  opinion  that  the 
eneUin^were  determined  to  cross  the  river,  and  bethought 
it  probable  their  cavalry  would  pass  o\'er  some  priwate 
ford  in  the  night  ;  and  in  the  monnng  wlieUi  the  infantry 
attempted  to  force  a  passage  would  attack  those  wlio 
resisted  it,  in  the  rear  ;  and  as  there  was  no  other  ca\-alrv 
between  P.eattie's  ar.d  Tu.ckaseege  fords,  he  ordered  that 
patrols  who  were  best  acquainted  v,-ith  t!ie  cou.ntr\- should 
keep  passing  U]i  ar,d  down  all  niglit,  an.d  on  disco\-eruig 
any  part  of  the  enemy  to  ha\-e  gotten  o\-er,  to  gi\'e  imme- 
diate informati<5n  to  him.  Th.ese  orders  were  carried 
into  etlect.  The  part}-  arri\-ed  at  the  tbrd  abc)Ut  dusk 
in  the  evening,  and  after  encamping  it  \va>^  too  dark  to 
examine  our  position. 

"  At  Cowan's  Ford  the  ri\'er  is  supposed  to  be  about 
four  hundred  \ards  w^ide,  of  different  depths  and  rock\- 
bottom.      That  called  the  waLr<»n  fordi  <i-oes  directh'  across 


{  2  :,g) 

tlio  rivtr  ;  on  C(>miii;^r  out  on  tlie  eastern  shore,  the  roc\d 
turn-;  down  and  winds  np  tlie  point  of  a  ri'lge,  in  order 
to  trradnate  tlie  ascent  n.ntil  it  conies  to  its  proper  direc- 
tion. A!)0\"e  tl:e  con-n'!,i;-ont  place  a  tlat  jriece  of  g-ionnd, 
not  innch  liiglier  tlian  tlie  water,  grouri  o\-er  wdth  havv" 
and  per^innriun  Ijuslies  and  bamboo  briars,  f[\-e  or  six 
yards  wide,  exten.ds  np  the  ri\-cr  to  th.e  month  of  a  small 
brancli  and  deep'  ra\dne. 

"  Outside  of  this  the  bank  rises  thirtv  or  fcirtv  feet,  at 
an  angle  ot  tliirt}'  degree^  elevation  ;  th.en  the  rise  is 
m.ore  gradnal.  That  called  the  hi;>rse  ford,  at  the 
present  time  mnch  the  most  nsed.  conaes  in  on  the  we<t 
at  tlie  saine  place  with  th.e  wagon,  ford,  goes  obliqneh' 
down  the  river  abont  two-tliird^  of  the  wav  across,  to 
tlie  poin.t  of  a  large  island,  tlience  thron.gl:  tlie  island 
and  across  the  other  one-thinl  to  tlie  point  of  a  roek\' 
hill.  ■  Though  it  is  lor.ger,  this  way  is  nr.-.ch  shallower 
and  smoother  than  the  wagon  ford,  and  comes  ont  abont 
a  quarter  of;,  mile  below. 

''  From  the  information  received  Ck-nc-ral  Davidson 
supposed  that  if  tlie  enemy  attempted  to  cross  here  the\- 
would  take  the  liorsc  ford.  Accordiiygly  lie  encamped 
on  the  hill  v.diich  overlooks  it.  Lieutenant  Thomas 
Davidson's  picket  of  twenty-five  men  remained  at  their 
station,  about  fifty  steps  abo\-e  the  wagon  ford,  on  the 
flat  piece  of  ground  before  described,  near  the  water's 
•edge. 

''On  the  same  day,  as  Cornwallis  was  marching  to 
Beattie's  Ford,  abont  two  miles  from  it  at  Colonel  Black's 
fanii,  he  left  behind  him,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier 
General  O'PI'ira,  twelve  hundred  infantry  and  Tarleton's 
■cavalry,  whicli  in  the  night  moved  secretly  down  to 
Cowan's  Ford,  onh'  three  miles  below.      The  next  morn- 


(240) 

ing  at  dawn  vi  da\-.  llie  ist  u:  F"eV)rnarA',  17S1,  he  had 
his  coliunns  formed,  th.e  irifantry  i.;i  front.  Nvitli  fixed 
bax'unets,  muskets  empty,  carried  on  tb.e  left  slionlder 
at  a  slope,  cartridge-box  on  the  same  shovdder,  and  each 
man  h.ad  a  stick  ahont  tlie  size  of  a  liOv^p-pole,  eiglit 
feet  long,  v;liich  he  kept  setting  on  the  bottom  below 
liim  to  support  him  against  tli-c  rapidiL\-  of  tlie  current, 
whicii  was  general  1;\'  waist  deep,  and  in  sonic  places 
more.  (It  is  stated  by  liistorians  tliat  tnie  river  was 
swollen  so  as  to  impede  the  passage  of  the  British.  The 
fact  is,  //  Zlujs  forilai>it'  /roru  flu  iccck  before  until  fico 
(lays  afler  this  time,  tliough  a  little  deeper  than  usual. 
The  cause  of  the  enemy's  dela\  must  ha\'e  been  the  dis- 
position by  General  Da\ddson  to  guard  the  fords.) 

''  The  command  of  the  front  was  cojnmitted  to  Colonel 
Hall  of  the  guards,  who  had  for  a  guide  Frederick  Hager, 
a  renegade  Tor)-.whi">  lived  witliin  tvv'o  miles  of  the  place. 
The\"  entered  the  ri\-er  b\'  sections  of  fotir,  and  took  the 
wagon  ford. 

"The  morning  was  cloud)',  and  a  fog  hu.ng  over  the 
water,  so  that  Lieutenant  Davidson's  sentinel  could  not 
see  them  until  thc\'  v/ere  near  one  iiun.dred  \'ards  in  the 
river.  He  instantly  fired  on  tlieni,  wliich  roused  tlie 
guard,  who  kept  up  the  fire,  but  tlie  eneuny  continued  to 
advcuice.  At  the  first  alarm  tiiose  under  General  IXuddson 
paraded  at  the  horse  ford,  and  Graham's  ca\-alr_\'  was 
ordered  to  mo\-e  up  brisklx-,  to  assist  the  picket ;  but  by 
the  time  they  got  there,  and  tied  their  horses  and  came 
up  in  a  line  to  a  high  bank  above  the  ford,  in  front  of 
the  column,  it  was  v.dthin  fift\-  yards  of  the  eastern  shore. 
They  took  steady  and  deliberate  aim  and  fired.  The 
effect  was  visible.  The  three  first  ranks  looked  thinned, 
and  they  halted.      Colonel  Hall  was  the  first  man  who 
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Lippearr-cl  iy.i  liorscbaek,  lielund,  about  one  Iriinurcd  \-arfl.s. 
He  came  jTcssing  up  their  flank  ov.  tlie'  lower  >ide  and 
was  distinct!)-  .heard  i^-ivr.ig-  orders,  but  we  could  not 
hear  wh.at  thes   were. 

"The  column  i'i.',ain  ^ot  in  motion  and  kept  on.  One 
of  th.e  cax-alr^'  ri'deiiien  reloaded  aiid  aimed  at  Colonel 
Hall.  At  the  Iki^li  uf  the  (j^iiv.  i.>irdli  herseand  rider  went 
under  tlfe  water,  and  rose  down  tlie  stream.  It  appeared 
that  the  horse  h.ad  c^one  o\-er  the  iiiau.  l\vo  or  three  ot 
the  soldiers  cau;..';ht  him  and  raised  him  on  the  upper  side. 

''Tire  enem\'  kept  steadily  on,  notwithstariding-  our 
lire  was  well  maintained.  As  each  sectit.'n  readied  tlie 
shore  the}'  dropped  tr.eir  settini^  poles,  an.d  brought 
their  nuiskets  and  cartridge-btxxes  to  their  places,  faced 
to  the  left,  and  rno\  ed  ip)  the  narro\;  strip  of  low  ground 
to  make  room,  for  the  succeeding  section,  whicli  mox'ed 
on  in  the  same  numner. 

"By  the  time  the  front  ranks  got  t\vent\'  or  thirty 
steps  up  tl;.:  ri\"erthe}'  had  loaded' tlieir  pieces  auvd  began 
to  fire  up  the  bank. 

"The  A merican>  receded  a  few  steps  wlien  loading-, 
and  when  ,e.id\'  to  lire  would  atlvance  to  tlie  summit  of 
the  liill,  twtnty-uve  ur  thirty  steps  from  tlie  enemy,  as 
thev  deployed  rip  the  river  bank.  The}'  had  gained  the 
ford  and  just  commenced  nring  when  Ck-neral  Davidson 
arri\-ed  from  the  Injrse  ford  with  the  infantr\',  and  finding: 
his  ca\-alr}-  on  the  ground  lie  chose  U)  occupy,  and 
impressed  with  opinion  gi\-en  by  Cxeneral  Oreene,  that 
the  eneiiiyks  cavalry  would  attack  them  in  the  rear,  he 
ordered  Graham's  men  to  mount  and  go  up  the  ridge 
and  form  tv.o  hundred  yards  behirid.  As  they  moved 
off,  the  infantry  took  their  places,  and  the  firing  became 
brisk  on  both  sides. 

i6 
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^'Tlie  eneuu'  moved  steridih'  forwcinl,  tlicir  lire  iiicreas- 
iw^,  until  their  K-ft  reaclR-it  t!u;  iiioirJ.i  <i!'  the  brarich 
upwards  of  thirt\"  poles  from  the  fea'd.  Tdie  ravir.c  was 
too  deep  to  iiass.  The  rear  of  thi-ir  inkintr}-  and  fr'Jiit 
of  their  cavah'v  was  a]:>oiu  the  middle  of  the  rix'cr,  when 
tlie  bn.^'le  sounde>:l  on  the  left,  o'u  wdiicli  their  hve  slacked 
and  nearh"  cea->ed.  i.They  were  loadin*^-  their  nieces.) 
Ill  about  a  minute  ir  soundicd  a<;ain,  when  their  wliule 
line  from  the  f<-'rd  t^:-  the  branch  ad\-anced  n.p  tlie  bank, 
wdth  their  arms  at  a  trail.  The  hill  was  in  mail}-  places 
so  steep  the\-  had  to  pull  up  b\-  the  bushes. 

'•General  I)a\-idson,  fmdino-  them  advaucinir  with, 
loaded  guus,  ordered  a  retreat  for  one  hundred  yards. 
On  gaining  tlie  point  of  the  ridge  their  fire  was  so  heavy 
that  he  had  to  recede  hlty  steps  be\ond  the  ground 
assigned  lor  fonr;ition  ;  he  tlieu  ordered  h.is  men  to  take 
trees,  and  had  them  arranged  to  renew  the  battle. 

"The  enemy  was  advancing  sloudy  in  line,  and  only 
firing  scatteringh',  wdien  General  Davidson  was  pierced 
by  a  ball  and  fell  dead  from  his  horse. 

(/'The  Gericral  was  shot  witli  a  small  rifle-ball  near 
the  nirple  of  the  left  breast,  and  never  moved  at'cer  he  fell. 
It  was  well  known  that  iheir  pilot,  Frederick  Hager, 
had  a  rifle  of  this  description,  and  it  was  always  belie\'ed 
that  he  shot  him.  i\Io>t  of  tlie  other  Tories  returned  at 
or  before  the  close-  ^.^f  the  war,  hni  Hager  went  to  Ten- 
nessee and  sta\-ed  there  until  some  of  the  Davidson 
famib.'  moved  to  that  country,  when  lie  moved,  v.dth 
eight  or  ten  others,  all  fugitives  from  justice,  and  made 
the  first  American  settlement  on  the  Arkansas  River 
near  Six  Post ;  married  and  raised  a  family  there,  and  died 
in  the  vear  1S14.  Major  David  Wilson  and  two  otliers 
found  the  Generabs  bodv  in  the  evening,  carried  him  off 
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in  the  ni-ht  and  buri-tl  hi:n  al  Hopcwdl  Church,  higher 
up  en  tr.e  Catawba  River.  The  grax  e  is  \-et  known, 
and  th.ough  Congress  afterwards  passed  a  resolution 
apDroonating  5~uO  ibr  a  nionniiient,  strange  lo  tc-ll,  notli- 
ing  is  \  et  done  to  execute  it. ) 

'■His  inhuitry  retreated  in  dis(jidcr  fnan  the  unequal 
conte^t.  Tlicv  dispersed  in  small  sc[uads,  arid  took 
through  the  thickets  in  order  iv  evade  the  eneni>'> 
cavalrv.  Graliarn's  ca\alry,  wh.icli  was  formed  about 
one  liundred  \-ards  in  the  rear  lA  wdiere  Davidson  tcil, 
nio\ed  oit  in  order. 

-'At  an   earlv   Iiour   CornwalUs  placed   his  remaining 
force  dn   arrav  ou   the  face  of  the  hill  hxaiting  Beattie's 
Ford,    and  as  soon  as  the   firing   commenced  at  Cowan's 
Ford,    made   demonstrations   of    attacking   tlie  post    at 
Beattie's.      A  c<>m!'any  went  into  the  water  forc>-  or  fitt\- 
steps  and  fired.      Four  pieces  of  artillery  fired  smartly  for 
thirtv  minutes,  rend  his  front  lines  kept  liring  by  platoons, 
as  in  field  exercises.      It  w-as  only  a  feint,  however.     Few 
shots  of  the  musketry  reached  the  opposite  shore,  and 
the  artiiler\-  did    no  injury  but  cut  otT  the  branches  oi 
some  trees  near  our  line,  which  was  masked  by  the  point 
of  the  liill   from  the  enemy's  tire.      The  ford  was  one 
hundred  vards  liigher  up  then    than   now.      When   the 
Britisli  were  deploying  up  the  bank  at  Cowan/s  Ford. 
ov/ing  to  the  fog  and  density  of  the    atmosphere,    the 
report  of  the  artillery  and  platoons  at  B.eattie's  Ford  came 
dowui  the  river  like  rej.>eated  peals  of  thunder,  as  though 
it  were  wdthin  a  mile,  and  was  heard  over  the  country, 
to  the  distance  of  twenty-five  miles.      Although  it  had 
no  effect  on  our  troops  engaged  at  Cowan's  ( for  the\  acted 
well   under  the  circumstances),  yet  it  had  a  wondertul 
effect  on  the  people  of  the  adjacent  countrv.      Hitching 
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up  their  teams  in  ;^;cat  Iiastc,  and  [vickinL;- up  llicir  most 
x'ahuible  goods  and  sr.'ne  lueans  ot  sul'sisteuce,  tlie  nicii 
who  were  rn.it  in  service,  and  women  and.  children,  al.)an- 
doned  their  hoiues,  anal  dro\-e  ijfr'  in  dillerent  directions. 

"Ill  one  hour  alter  th.c  firing  the  wiiole  C')initr\"apiieared 
in  nK)ti<;n.,  but  nnfortun.atLl}'  too  nian.\'  of  them  fltd  in.Lo 
the  Sahi>bnry  road.  The  baggage  and  iprovision  wagons 
had  siarted  Irom  Cowan's  as  soon  as  the  acti<')n  began. 
Graliam's  cavah"\'  maintained  their  order,  and  exiiected 
the  enem\"'s  ca\alr\'  wouki  pur.-^ue  the  baggage. 

"A  disposition  was  tlierefore  made  b}'  pkicing  four 
men  with  good  horses  as  a  rear  guard,  and  despatch it:g 
two  otjiers  to  give  directions  to  the  wagon-master,  if  he 
heard  firing  in  Ins  rear,  to  cause  the  teamsters  to  cut  the 
horses  from  their  "^vagons  and  clear  thiemsehes.  IMcving 
on  slowly,  halting  occasionally,  and  no  enemy  appearing, 
it  occurred  to  the  connmanding  officer  that  the  enerin's 
design  nrust  be  to  take  Colonel  Farmer  in  the  rear,  at 
Beattiehs  Ford  (if  he  iiad  maintained  his  posiiion  against 
the  tremendous  canr;0nade).  It  was  believed  he  had  n.o 
intelligence  ot  tlieir  being  actr.ally  across  below  the  ford. 
The  ca\'.::lr\'  filed  otf  along  a  Ir. -r'>ad  to  gi\'e  him  notice, 
ir^tending  to  form  a  junction  with  the  foot  one  and  a 
half  iniles  from  the  ford  at  a  farm.  An  old  lad\-  (tlie 
onl\'  person,  a.t  th.e  ]d.ace),  informed  theni  that  shortly 
after  th.e  firing  had  ceased  (. reneral  r)a\-id.^on's  aid  had 
given  notice  to  the  part_\'  at  Beattie's  arid  the_\'  had  retired 
alread}'  some  distance  (.ju  the  Salisburv  road.  Some  rain 
had  fallen,  and  the  men  were  wet  and  cold,  and  both 
men  and  liorses  ha\dng  had  but  a  scant\-  supply  of  pro- 
visions at  Cowanbs  the  evening  before,  it  was  concluded 
to  get  some  sustenance  and  take  it  off  a  mile  or  two  in 
the  woods  and  eat  it.      \hdettes  were  ordered  out,  and. 


agreeably   tc  nile   in   sucli    cases,    each   right-hand   file 
ordered  to  disnionnt  and  procnre   food  for  liiniselt,  com- 
rade and  tlieir  Iv-r^es,  while  tlie  left  hie  held  the  horses. 
Tlicv  liad  not  gotten   half   tiieir  snpply  when  one  ol  the 
videttes  "'ave  notice- th.at  on   the  other  side  ot   th.e   iarni 
some  men  vrere  'm  vie\:-,  believed  to  be  the  enemy,  but, 
having  Hussar  cloaks  over  their  nniMnns,  could  not.be 
clearly  ascertained,     but   bv    the   tails    of    their   horses 
being  docked  square  off;  xyhich  all' knew   was'  the  mark 
of  Tarleton's  cavalry,  they    were  instanth'  recognized  , 
and  orders  given  to  mount,  frontin.g  the  eneni}-.      \\  lien 
all  were  in  their  places,  they  wheeled  off  and  up  a  lane, 
the  whole  British  cavalry  coming  briskly  round  the  f-irm 
on  the  ocher  side.      When  Graham's  party  passed  over  a 
rise  in  the  ground  bevond  the  lane,  thev  turned  short  to 
the   right,  and    in    twent\--hve  poles  crossed  a  swampy 
branch.      Wdien   the  a.dvance  got  over  tliey  wheeled  to 
protect  the  rear,  but  the  enemy  were  so  eager  in  the  pur- 
suit that  they  did  not   discover  them,  but  kept  on,  at  a 
brisk  gallop,  along  the  Salisbur>-  road.      Tliis  was  about 
tv,-o   miles  from   Torrenee's  tavern,    v/hitlier   they  were 

bound. 

'>  The  men  v.dio  retreated  from  Keattie's  Ford,  and  some 
of  tliose  who  had  been  at  Covranh^,  and  many  others, 
some  of  them  South  Carolina  refugees,  as  they  arrived 
at  Torrenceks  tavern,  halted.  Being  wet,  cold  and 
hungry,  they  began  to  drink  spirits,  carrying  it  out  m 
pailsful.  The  wagons  of  man\-  of  the  movers  wdth  tlieir 
property  were  in  the  lane,  the  armed  men  all  out  of 
order  and  mixed  with  the  wagons  and  people,  so  that 
the  lane  could  scarely  be  passed,  wdien  the  sound  of  the 
alarm  was  given  from  the  west  end  of  the  lane,  "  Tark- 
ton  is  coming .''      Though  none  had  had  time  to  become 
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intoxicated,  it  was  diincalt  to  decide  what  course  to 
pursue  at  sr.ch  a  crisis.  Captain  Xatl'.aniel  Yl.  iMartin. 
who  had  served  u.nder  Colonel  Davie,  and  six  or  ei;^lit 
others  f armed  as  ca\'ah"y),  rodic  up  meetin,^^  the  cnetnv-, 
and  called  to  the  men  to  get  o\-er  tl'.e  fences  and  tr.rn 
facing  tlie  enemy  ;  that  he  could  nuike  them  halt  uritil 
they  could  be  ready  ;  some  apj)eared  disi.ioscd  to  do  so  ; 
others,  wlien  the\-  cro.ssed  tlie  fence,  kept  on,  some  with 
their  pails  of  whiskey.  .Martin  moved  iV)rward  until 
within  fifty  }-avds  of  tlie  enem\-.  Tliey  halted  near  two 
minutes.  Tarleton  could  readily  discover  the  confusion 
and  disorder  that  prevailed.  One  of  his  part\-  fired  a 
carbin.e  aiid  .>hot  down  Captain  Martin's  horse  ;  he  was 
entangled  and  taken  prisoner,  but  escaped  from  the 
guard  tu'u  days  after.  Tarleton  and  corps  charged 
through  the  lane.  Tlie  militia  hed  in  ever\-  directiom 
Those  who  vrere  oti  horse-back  an.d  kept  the  road  were 
pursued  about  half  a  mile.  Ten  were  killed,  of  wlioni 
se\-eral  were  old  men.,  unarnned,  who  had  cori'iC  there  in 
the  ger.eral  alarm,  and  a  few  were  v.-oumded,  all  v.itli 
sabres.  lUit  few  guns  were  fired.  On  the  retu.rn  of 
the  draguoUiS  tron.i  the  pursuit  tlie^'  made  great  destruc- 
tion of  the  propertv'  in  the  wag'ons  of  those  who  were 
moving;  ripped  up  beds  and  strewed  the'  feathers  unal 
the  lane  wa>  covered  with  them.  Evervtiiing  else  th:ev 
could  destro}'  was  u>cd  in   the  same  manner. 

"  At  Cov.vnibs  Ford,  besides  (len.eral  Davidson,  tliere 
were  killed  James  Scott  of  Lieutenant  Da\ddson's  picket, 
Robert  Beaty  of  Grahann's  cavalry,  and  one  pri\-ate  of 
General  Davidson's  infantry — in  all,  four.  We  had  none 
wounded  or  taken.  The  eneni\-'s  loss,  as  stated  in  the 
official  account,  published  in  the  Charleston  Gazette  two 
months    after,    was    ColoneM    Hall    of   the   guards,    and 
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another  officer,  arc!  i\vfnt}--ninc  privates — thirt\--'.iiie  in 
all,  killed,  and  thirty-five  \vi:)unded.  Tl]e\-  let't  sixteen, 
who  were  so  badly  wounded  they  could  not  be  taken 
alon_y;,  at  'Mr.  Lncas'  (tlie  nearot  farm),  and  a  surgeon, 
under  protcctiijn  of  a  flag,  was  left  witli  them.  l\vo 
wounded  officers  were  carried  '^n  biers,  and  such  of  the 
other  wounded  as  could  not  walk  were  hauled  in  wagons. 
Some  of  their  dead  were  found  down  the  ru'er  some 
distance,  lodgci.i  in  fish-traps  and  on  brusli  about  the 
banks,  on  rocks,  etc.  An  elegant  bea\'er  hat,  made 
agieeably  to  tlie  fashion  of  those  times,  marked  inside. 
"■  The  propci'ix  ot'Josiali  Afaj-liii.,  Goz-cnior^^^  was  found 
ten  miles  below.  Jt  never  was  explained  bv  what  means 
his  excellenc}'  lost  his  hat.      He  was  not  hu.rt  himself. 

'' When  (jeneral  O'llara  sent  on  Tarleton,  his  men 
kindled  fires  on  the  battle-ground  to  drv  themselves, 
cook  their  breakfast,  etc.  They  buried  their  dead,  dis- 
posed of  their  wounded,  and  about  Tnidd.a\'  he  marched, 
and  in  the  afterm.inu  united  with  Lord  Cornwallis  at 
Givens'  plantation,  two  miles  from  Beattiebs  Ford  and 
one  mile  soudi  of  the  Salisbury  road.  Tarleton  joined 
them  before  niglir.  It  had  rained  at  times  all  da\-,  and 
in  the  evening  and  at  night  it  fell  in  torrents. 

'"The  men  under  Colonel  Williiims  and  Captain  Potts, 
who  were  guarding  at  Tuckaseege  and  Tool's  fords,  had 
earh"  notice  oi  the  enem^-'s  crossing,  and  retired.  The 
different  parties  met  in  the  afternoon  at  Jno.  }.IcK.  Al- 
examler's,  eight  miles  above  Charlotte.  \\\  noon  the 
next  da\'  all  the  men  who  were  not  dispersed  were  col- 
lected near  Harriss'  Mill,  on  Rocky  River,  ten  or  twelve 
miles  from  the  eiienu'. 

"On  the  2d  of  P'ebruar\-  the  morning  was  clear, 
though  the  roads  ver}-   bad  with  the  rain   that  had  fallen 
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the    precedin;:,^   ni^^ht.      Tli-    P-ritisli    uriuy    marclied  ten 
miles   to  Wilson's  plantation   and  encamped.      On  their 
wav  t!ie\'  burnt  Torrances'  tavern  (at  that  time   kejH  by 
the  widov-   Torrance  ;  her  husband    iiad  been    killed  at 
the  battle  of  Ramsour's  -Mill),  and  tlie  d\vellin.<^^-lion<e  of 
John    Brevard,    Esq.      (Mr.     Brevard   \vas    the  hither-in- 
law  of  (kneral  Davidson,  and   at  that   time  had   several 
sons 'm  tlie   re,Qiilar  seivice.      Xo  other   cause  could  be 
assigned   for   this  barbarous   mode    of  v.-ai'fare. ,)      Ik-ing- 
nov.-  within  twcut}-  miles  of  Salisburv,  the  Briti.^h  Cjtn- 
eral,  not  doubtin^i;   tliat  the  rains  and   bad    roads  v.-ould 
obstruct  the  tnarch  uf  GeUieral  ^^lorgan  as  much  as  it  did 
his   own,  on    the  30  of  February  marched   at  an  early 
hour.      His  pioneers  opened  a  kind  of  track  in  the  bushes 
on  each  .-ide  of  the  road  for  a  single  hie.      Tlie  wagons, 
artillerv  and  horsemen  onl\-  kept  the  road.      By  the  tune 
thev  got   within-eight  miles  of  Salisbury,  their  line  ot 
march  was  extended  tour  miles,  but  there  were  no  troops 
near  to  i-rtercept  them.      Their  van  arri\ea  at  Salisbury 
about  three  o'clock.      Before  the  rear  came  in.  Brigadier 
General    O'Hara^  and  the    cavair>-   moved   on.      It   was 
seven  miles  to  tlie  Trading  Ford  on  tlie  Yadkin,  and   it 
was  getting  dark  when  he  came  near.      General  Morgan 
had  passed  his  regulars  and  baggage  all  over,  and  there 
remained  on   the  sonih  side  only  one   hundred  and   fitty 
militia  and  the  baggage-wagons  of  tlie  troops  which  had 
escaped  at   Cowan's  Ford,   and   some  others.      Finding 
the  Briti^^.h  approaching,  the  militia  were  drawn  up  near 
a  half  a   mile    from    tlie   ford,  where  a   branch   crosses, 
which  was   covered  with   small   timber  and  bushes,  and 
there   was   an   old-tield   along   tlie   road    in    their  front. 
When  O'Hara  came,    twilight   was   nearly  gone.      The 
American   position    was   \o\\    along   tlie    branch,    under 
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shade  of  the  tiuib^r  ;  that  of  the  arhancin^  foe  v;as  open 
and  oil   hi-her   around,  and  Ix tween  thetn,  and  the   4cy 
^,.^^  quite  visible.      When  they   eame  within   sixtv   ^teps 
the  Anierieans  cunimeuccd  firing;  the  enemy  retnracd  it 
and  l)e-an  to  fjnn  a  Hne.      As  their  rear  came  up  the}- 
extended   tlieir  line   to  the  riglil,  and  were   turning  the 
left  dank   of  the   militia  by   crossing  the  branch   above. 
This  being  discovered,  a  retreat  was  ordered,  after  having 
fired,  some  two,  snme  three  rounds.      It  was  easilv  eftected 
in  the  dark.      They   passed   down   th.e    river  two   miles 
and   crossed   over,    abandoning   tlie  baggage   and  other 
wagons  which   could  not  be  gotten  over,  to  the  eiremv, 
after  taking  out    the  hor.es.      Two  of  tlie    militia   were 
killed.      The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  not  known,  but  irom 
appearances  of  bh:c>d  in   diiTerent  places,  believed   to  be 
ten  or   twelve.      Tlaw  were   bv    far  the   most  numerous, 
vet    from  the   position,  of  the  contending  parties,  were 
most    exposed.       After    the    tiring    ceased    the     British 
marched  on    to  the   river,  but   haind  the   water  was  too 
deep  to  ibrd,  and   .till  rising,  and    that  General  ^loigan, 
encamped  on  the  other  side,  liad  with  him  all  the  boats 
and  canoes.      General  O'flara  returned   tn  Salisburv  the 
same   night,  notwithstanding  the   badness  of  the  roads. 
Those  under  his  command  marched  thirty-four  miles  in 
the  course  of  this  dav   and  part  of  the  night.      On  ^the 
4tli  the  ormy  needed  rest,  and  their  commander  being,- 
it  is   supposed,  undecided  what  course   to   pursue,  tlie>- 
remained  in  Salisbury." 

From  Shen-ilhs  Ford,  on  the  3Cth,  General  Greene 
writes  General  linger  explaining  the  military 
situation  and  ordering  him  to  lead  the  army  to  the 
fords  of  the  Yadkin  and  there  await  further  orders. 
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111  this  letter  General  Greene  expresses   an  appre- 
hension that  Arnold  wonld    make  an  incursion,  ny 
u-ay  of  Wilnnnc^ton  and  the   Cape  Fear  Ri\-cr,  and 
he   directs   th.at  Colonel  Lillin.gion  should  call  out 
the  militia  to  oppose   him.      He   closes   by   saying: 
''I    am   n.ct   n-itliont    hopes   of  ruining  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  if  he  persists  in  his  mad  scheme  of  pushing 
through  tlie  country.      Desire  Colonel  l.ee  to  iorce 
a  marcli  to  join  us.      Here  is  a  hue  held  and  great 
glory   ahead.''      It   is  astonishing  to  discover  how 
manv  varied  circumstances  are   foreshadowed  and 
orders  given   to  meet  them,  and   the   many  details 
and   mrticnlars   discussed    in    this   lengthy   letter. 
Greene  v.'as  n(,>t  oriiv  comprehensive  m  inr.f.ie^i,  oi.^ 
accurate  and  specilic  in  his   inunmiation.  and  saga- 
cious  bevond  measure,  ready   h)r  any  emergency. 
In  another  letter  of  the  30th   he   mentions  the  tact 
that    Cornwallis    had    arrived   at    R:;.msour's    Mill. 
This  demonstrates  that  Cornwallis  was  not  press- 
ing   the    pur^.uit    closelv.  and    (^lenerai    Graham's 
narrative   conhrms   this   view.      It   is   strange  that 
Colonel   Lee   should    have   fallen   into  the  common 
error  of  supposhig  that  ^^lorgaii  was  saved  from  the 
grasp  of  Conuvallis  by  a  fluod  of  water.      But  it  is 
appropriate   to  remark  that  Lee's   "ygeneral  inaccu- 
racv,"   as   Johnson  calls  it,  is  conspicuous  through 
his'whole  .Memoirs.      He  had  tlie  iuhrmity  of  Lord 
Erskine,  of  using  the  personal  pronoun,  first  person, 
singular  number,  rather  too  often,  and  his  memory 
was  frequently  treacherous  in   describing  the   acts 
of  others.     These   defects   are   not   perhaps  incon- 


sistent  with  patriotism  f-r  military  skill,  but  are  a 
little  aniioviivg  to  the  |)atieiit  investiL';ator  ot  triitli. 
On  the  31SL  of  Jaiiuary.  Morgan  had  gone  to  Beat- 
tie's  Ford,  six  ;uiles  nearer  vSalisbury,  and  on  that 
evening,  pcreeivin_g  that  Cornwallis  wonld  force  a 
passage-  at  some  6f  the  nunaerous  fords,  all  ol  whieh 
could  not  be  defended,,  he  moved  silently  away 
tov.-ards  vSalisbury,  marehin.g  all  night  and  a  part 
of  the. next  day,  thus  gaining  a  full  day's  mareh  on 
the  British  army.  When  Cornwallis  crossed  at 
Cowan's  Ford  ou  the  morning  of  the  ist  oi  Febru- 
ary, Morgan  was  well  on  his  way  to  the  Trading 
Ford,  on  tlie  Yadkin,  sevcri  miles  east  of  Salisbury, 
which,  he  crossed  on  the  evening  oi  tlie  3rd.''^' 

Gen.cral  (Ireene  remaiired  behirid  to  bring  oil  the 
militia,  and  directed  them  to  rendezvous  on  the 
Salisbury  ro;id,  sixteen  miles  from  the  river,  and 
thither  he  repaired  to  await  their  eomivig.  His 
dariger  was  more  imminent  at  this  pivhii  tlian  he 
apprehended.  He  vras  ur.atten.ded.  and  only  six 
miles  in  advance  of  Tc^rrance's  Tavern,  where 
Tarleton,  at  noon,  had  scattered  the  earousing 
AVhigs.  He  was  unaware  of  Greene's  proxinnty 
and  of  the  fact  that  tv.-enty  of  his  tror^pers  could 
easily  ha^/e  led  Greene  capti\'e  into  the  British 
camp.  Here,  perhaps,  F)ivine  Providence  was  more 
conspicuously  displayed.  At  midndght  of  the  ist 
of  February,  Greene  left  the  rendez\-ous,  with  his 
staff,  for  Salisbury.     Johnson    relates  the   story   of 

*NoTJ-;.— Tra'lincr  Ponl  is  just  bel(.>\v   the   railroad  bridge  on  tlie 
North  Carolina  Railroad. 


the  Oeuerars  rect-ptimi  at  the  Steele   tavern  so  vrell 
that  we  give  it  in  his  words  : 

-'On  hi-  arrival  at  Steele's  tavern,  in  Sa]isl:airv,  it 
was  iniix>;.-ible  not  to  percei\e,  in  rhe  cleran::i:ed  state  ol 
his  dress  and'^tiffness  of  his  linib>,  some  symptoms  of 
his  late  rapid  movements  and  exposure  lo  the  weather  ; 
and  to  the  inqniries  of  Dr.  Read,  who  received  him  on 
his  alii^htinL^,  he  conld.not  refrain  from  an^werincr,  "  ^  es. 
fati'aied,  hnnL:r\-,  alone  and  penniless.'  TiMisrephe  dio 
not -escape  the  quick  ears  of  his  benevolent  landladv  : 
and  lie  was  scarcelv  seated  at  a  comfortable  breaktast 
when  sh.  -^resented  herself  in  the  room,  clo;^ed  the  door 
and  exldbited  a  small  bag  of  specie  in  each  hand. 
'Take  thesed  said  she,  '  for  you  will  want  tliem,  and  I 
can  do  without  thenn'"" 

The  rneal  being   finished,  lie   hastened   awa\-   to 
overtake  General  Morgan. 

Cornwallis  made  bnt  little  progress  on  the  ist, 
owing  to  tl:e  narrfnviiess  and  badness  of  the  private 
road  he  tra\-elled  from  Cowan's  Ford.  He  now- 
added  General  CVHara,  witli  his  nionnted  infantry. 
to  his  cavalry  and  ordered  them  to  push  i'jrv.aird 
rapidly  to  overtake  the  Americans,  bnt  this  dying 
corps  only  came  to  Trading  Ford  in  time  to  capture 
a  few  militia  wagons  th.at  liad  been  stuck  in  the 
mud,  and  for  which  the  militia  tired  upon  them 
from   an   ambuscade  and  killed  about    twenty,  as 

related  above. 

Morgan   had   transferred    his  troops    across   the 


^  This  la.lv  was  Mr-^.  Steele,  the  ancestor  of  Hon.  John  Stee:e  Hen- 
derson, of  this  oeneration. 
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river  on  boats  wliicli  Colonel  Carrii'-^ton  liad  pre-- 
\'ioiisl\'  coHecleLl,  and  tlie  cavalr\-  iorcled  lliv-  stream. 
So  that  if  tlie  Y:idkin  li;id  Ix-en  too  Irigh  to  ford  tlie 
ferr\-d)oats  were,  b\'  General  Greene's  foresi,L^"]]t,  in 
readin.ess  to  pnt  his  arriiy  aeross.  Th.ese  boats,  and 
all  others  for  miles  aron:id,  were  secnred  on  the 
eastern  bank,  and  Alorgan,  eomplacentlv  \-ie\-,dng' 
thes\\-cllingtide  betweon  him  and  Cornwallis,  halted 
for  a  mnchi-raeeded  rest.  Frristrated  in  this  attt-mnt 
to  o\-ertake  the  Amerieans,  (_)'Hara  gave  vent  to  his 
anger  by  opening  upon  them  a  fnrions  cannonade. 
i}\[organ  had  none  to  reph/,  as  he  liad  sent  the  little 
three-pounders,  called  "grass-hoppers,''  wdiich  he 
captured  at  Gov.  pens,  along  witli  the  prisoners  to 
a  secure  retreat,  iMorgan  would  not  be  encum- 
bered with,  artillerv. 

During  the  cannonade  Geuxcral  Greene  occupied 
a  little  cabin  under  a  hill,  only  tl\e  loof  being  visi- 
ble above  ir.  Here,  wlrde  issuin.g  his  orders,  a 
cannon-ball  struck  tlie  roof  and  scattered  it  in  e\'erv 
direction,  but  Dr.  Read,  who  relates  the  incident, 
says  that  tlie  General  ''wrote  on  and  seenned  to 
notice  notlr'ng  bu.t  his  dispatches." 

Cornwallis  awaittd  O'Hara's  return,  to  Salisbur\', 
where  he  came  the  same  night.  Having  sent  out 
reconnoitering  parties  higlier  up  the  Yadkin,  and 
discovering  that  he  could  cross  at  Shallow  Ford, 
Cornwallis  put  his  army  in  motion  on  the  5th  and 
crossed  at  that  point  on  the  evening  of  the  6th.''-' 


*XOTr;.  —  I  follow  General  Graham  in  preference  to  Johnson  as  to 
tl'.c  h'l'^t  tv.-,  'late-,  Tarlftun  '^a;.s  it.  was  on  the  6lh,  but  CTrjhaiu,  who 
\va^  ia  their  rear.  ba\s  it.  \\a.->  tlu.-  ^th. 


■    Greene   liad   rJready   S'^ut   forward  Colonel  Car- 
rin'^trai  and  Captain  jolm  >inich,  of  the  Maryland 
line,  to  secure  the  boats  on  the  Dan  and  provide  all 
Dossible  facilities  for  erossini^  that  stream,  and  had 
issued  orders  tu  linger  to  press  forward  to  G  nil  lord 
Conrt-House,  where  a  junction   of  the  two  arnues 
was   to   take  place.      General  Greene  did  not  nio\-e 
from  rhe   Tradini^   Ford    uniil    the   evening  of  the 
4th  of  February.  1 7S  i .     The  retirennent  was  orderly 
and    deliberate,   and-'-was    not   the    ^M'ace "    which 
some    imaginative    writers   liave  colored    with    the 
figures  of  rhetoric.     Greene  was  master  of  his  own 
movements.  an,d   forced  Cornwallis  to   change  his. 
After   leaving   Trading    Ford,    General    Greene 
moved  in   a   direction   nearl\-   n.orth.  as  if  he  were 
making  for  ihe   upper  fords  of  the  Dan,  and  Corn- 
wallis-pushed  ou  wiih  great  spirit  to  intercept  him 
on  the  wav,  but  this  was  a  part  of  the  strategy  of 
the  American  General,  v^dl^Jse  original  purpose  was 
to  cross  the  Dan  River  lower  down   in  ferry-boats. 
At  the  forks  of  Abbott's  Creek,  a  few  miles  from 
Salem    im    Forsyth    County    novr),   lie    halted  the 
army  to  obtain  definite  information  as  to  the  move- 
ments of  the   British,  and    then  tnrning  due   east, 
he   marched    to    Guilford    Court-Iiouse,    vrhere   he 
made  the   i unction  with    his   army,  under   General 
Huger,  on  the  loth  of  February. 

On  the  Sth  of  February  Greene  had  hoped  to  be 
able  to  fight  Cornwallis  at  Guilford  Court-FIouse, 
wdiere  lie  formed  a  junction  with  his  main  army,  and 
on  that  day  addressed  earnest  proclamations  to  tlie 


militia  U>  turn  out  and  meet  him  there,  and  couriers 
were  sent  to  Hiilsboro  t'_^  brin-  up  a  k-w  tn^opswho 
Avere  left  tliere,  and  furdier  supplies  of  ammuniticnn 
As  soon  as  Greene  arrived  at  Guilford  Court-riouse 
he  becran  to  reconnoitre  the  i^^rounds  and  adjacent 

countr\". 

-It  was  at  this  time  that  the  celebrated  position 
Avas  selected,  whicli  directed  the  steps  of  Greene  to 
this  point  a  month  aUer,  when  he  kumd  it  advisa- 
ble to  give  the  enemy  a  challenge  to  battle;  so 
truly  did  he  ^KemyAKy  the  military  maxim,  that 
*a  gX)od  cyneral  will  hght  only  when  and  udiere  he 

pleases/  ''"' 

But  Greene  was  disappointed.      The  militia  did 
uottnrn   -ut   uiththe   alacrity    that    he   expected, 
nor  had   the  recruiis   and  ammunition   from  iiiljs- 
boro   arrived.      About  20c  of  the  Guilhjrd   militia, 
under  Colonel  James    Martin,  including   the   com- 
pany under  Captain  Arthur  Forbis,  were,  perhaps, 
the  only  reinforcements  that  responded  to  the  call. 
As   a    reasun    n.r   not   having   more   men.  Colonel 
:Martin  says   "that  guns   were  \\ anting  by  a    num- 
ber of  thJ  militia,  and   that  he  had  to  impress  all 
he  could  10  arm  the  tew  militia  that  did  assendjle/' 
These  men   nuirched   with  C;reeiie   to  the   Dan  and 
about  half  of  th^em  cru^,.^ed  the  Dan  into  Virginia, 
as  volunteers,  and  subsequently  returned  with  him 
and  participated  in  the  battle  at  that  place. 

Greene  called  a  council  of  war  at  Guilford  Court- 
House  and  submitted  to  it  the  question   of  further 

*Jol\n-^<>n,  vol.   I,  p.  425. 
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retreat  or  erivinp;  battle  where  they  were.  The 
cc)iii:cil  was  uriainiiioiis  thai  tlie  array  shovikl  retreat 
aeross  tiie  Dau.  The  returns  of  the  army  at  that 
time  showed  that  Greene  had,  of  rank  and  hie,  oi 
all  arms,  onlv  2036  nieii ;  of  th^s.-  1426  were  regu- 
lars. The  Xdrg'iuia  militia,  \\-hose  time  liad  expired, 
v/ere  already  disciiarged.  The  foree  ol'  Coruwallis 
was  ascertained  to  J3e  3000,  all  regulars,  m  the 
highest  state  of  discipline  and  equipment.  It  is 
said  that  Greene  would  have  risked  a  battle  if  he 
could  have  collected  15CO  militia.  He  writes  that 
retreat  would  depre:.s  the  Whigs  and  encourage  the 
Tories,  and  he  believed,  with  his  splendid  cavalry, 
in  which  arm  of  the  service  he  had  great  confidence, 
that  he  could  prevent  a  route  of  liis  army  in  any 
event;  he  also  expressed  great  sympathy  for  Meck- 
lenburg and  Rowan  counties,  which  he  desired  to 
protect  from  tlic  ravages  of  the  enemy. 

The  resolution  to  retreat  v.-as,  however,  adopted, 
and  General  Greene  made  his  dispositions  accord- 
iiiody-  The  Dan  was  to  be  crossed  at  Irwin's  Ferry.. 
seventy  (701  miles  from  Guilford  Court-House,  and 
Colonel  Carrington  Avas  st^nt  to  secure  all  the  boats 
and  make  every  preparation  necessary  for  the  army 

to  cross. 

''  The  route  of  retreat  being  determined,  the  place 
of  crossing  designated  and  measures  taken  for  the 
collection  of  boats.  General  Greene  formed  a  light 
corps,  consisting  of  some  of  his  best  iniantry,  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Howard,  of  Washington's 
cavalrv,  the  Legion  of  Lee,  and  a  few  militia  rifle- 


men"  (most  prDbabl}-  the  Guilford  men  who  joined 
Greene  at  the  conrtdioiise),  "'making  in  all  seven 
hundred.  The  tnx)ps  were  to  take  post  between 
the  retreatino-  ^md  advancing  army,  to  ho\-er  around 
the  skirts  of  the  latter,  to  seize  every  opportunity 
of  striking  in  detail,  and  to  retard  the  enemy  by 
vigilance  and  judicious  positions;  vrhile  Greene, 
with  the  main  body,  hastened  tovcards  the  Dan,  the 
boundary  of  his  present  toils  and  dangers."'' 

Gejieral  ^vlorgan,  v;ho  was  at  that  time  prostrated 
with  a  severe  attack   of  rheumatism,  contracted  m 
his  late  retreat  by   exposure  to   wet   and   cold,  v;as 
o-ffered  the  command  of  these  light  troops,  but  was 
reluctantly   compelled  to  decline  the  honor.     His 
sufferings  at  ihe  Catawba  River  were  intense,  often 
compelling  him  to  abandon  duty  and  seek  comfort 
in  a  bed  or  an  ambulance.      He  had  ni  former  years 
suffered  greatly   from   this  pain  till  malady,  and  it 
had  now  returned  upon  him  with  morfe  distressing 
symptoms.      He   had  not  only   to  refuse  this  com- 
mand, but   to    retire,  by    slow    and    easy    inarches, 
taking  rests  by  the  way  at  the  hospitable  homes  of 
his  friends,  to  his  ov.  n  home  in  the  western  part  ot^ 
Virginia. 

There  was  no  man  in  Greene's  army,  or  perhaps 
■  in  the  whole  service,  so  fitted  to  command  such  a 
force,  in  the  execution  of  the  duty  assigned  them. 
as  Morgan,  and  there  was  no  associate  of  General 
Greene's  who  so  entirely  possessed  his  confidence 
and  enjoyed  his  friendship. 

*Lee's  Memoirs,  p.  zih. 
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Greene,  not  lieing  wdl  aCf|nninte(i  with  the  mode 
of  warfare  on  thiC  frontiers  and  in'  th.e  Sonth,  was 
greatly  dependent  on  Aiorgari  for  ad\ice  and  eonn- 
sel  iri  th.is  respeet,  and  the  sphnidid  acliievenient 
at  Cowpcns  an.d  the  masterly  retreat  to  th.e  Catawba, 
had  so  impressed  Cieneral  Greerie  with  the  pre-emi- 
nen.t  abilities  6i  Morgan  tlnit  he  leaned  npon  hirii, 
in  this  honr  of  need  ar.d  this-erisis  in.  the  affairs  of 
the  eonntr\-,  as  a  brotlier  and  a  friend.  His  distress 
and. disappointment  was  strongU-  nnuiifested  when 
General  Morgan  eommnnieated  to  liini  the  condi- 
tion of  liis  liealth  and  his  determination  to  retire 
temporarily  from  serxdee.  In  the  seqnel  it  will  be 
seen  that  Morgan's  heart  was  still  witli  his  friend, 
and  that  lie  wrote  him  letters  containing  valnable 
suggestions,  npon  wliich  General  Greene  did  him 
the  honor  to  act. 

Upon  Morgairs  declining  tliis  imDortant  com- 
mand,  it  was  tendered  to  and  accepted  by  Colonel 
Otho  Williams,  of  the  Mar\  land  line. 

In  order  to  deceive  Cornwaliis.  wlio  was  tlien  at 
Salem,  about  twenty-hve  miles  \vest  of  Guilford 
Court-Honse,  Williariis  made  a  sudden  movement 
north  as  if  to  secure  the  upper  fords  of  the  Dan 
and  cross  them  in  front  of  the  British  armv.  The 
British  commander,  mistaking  this  detachment  for 
the  main  body  ot  the  American  armv,  hastened  for- 
ward to  cut  it  off  from  escape  by  tliese  fords  into 
the  mountaius  of  \hrgiiiia,  which  he  supposed  they 
were  endeavoring  to  reach  for  safety.  In  the 
meantime,  Greene,  with  the  remainder  of  the  armv. 


(  2  5  9  > 

niarelied  rripidly  Uj  TrwiiTs  Fcita-,  according-  to  Ills 
original  design,  and  crossed  tlie  I):ni  in  safety.    ^ 

Tlie  strategy  v.as  completeh-  successful,  and 
Williams  now  clianged  his  course,  and  annoying 
the  adyance  ot  the  en.eniy,  wlnich  camped  in.  sight 
of  him  every  niglit,  be  finally  readied  the  \-icinit\- 
of  tlie  Dan  on  tlie  14th  day  of  February,  and  haxdn!:'- 
receiyed  the  joyful  news  tliat  (Ireene  had  crossed 
that  day,  Williams,  leaying  his  camp-fires  burning, 
stole  away  from  Cornwallis,  who  reached  the  bank 
of  t^e  riyer  on  the  next  day,  the  15th,  only  to  see 
the  last  ol  Williams'  command  ascending  tlie  hill 
on  the  opposite  side. 

Tlie  i5tli  Feb-ruary,  17S1,  fmind  Greene  and  his 
united  army  at  the  end  of  tlieir  long  and  toilsome 
retreat,  and  with  an  impassable  barrier  between 
him  and  his  adversary.  Cornwallis,  crest-fallen, 
outwitted  and  desperate,  knew  not  wdiat  to  do.  His 
subsecpaent  movements  manifest  indecision,  want 
of  purpose  and  a  knowledge  of  the  great  danger  in 
Avhich  he  was  placed  by  the  Fabian  tactics  of  his 
wily  antagonist.  He  was  in  an  enemy's  country, 
his  ..winter  su]:)plies  all  burned,  the  militia  were 
''swarming  in  his  rear,"  recruits  were  increasing 
Greene's  army,  his  base  of  supply  was  far  a\vay 
and  his  toe  refused  to  fight  until  he  selected  his  ov/n 
time  and  place.      A   beleaguered   situation    indeed  I 
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CHAPTER  \'i. 

Greer.e  on  the  D.rn— Cornwallis  at  Ilill-horo— General  Andrew 
Pickens,  of  Soul'i  Carolina,  selecte.l  by  a  Rri^M,le  of  Nonh 
Carolina  .Miiilia  at  Shallow  I'onl  to  lea-l  Thern— .Movements  of 
General  Richani  Caswell  v.-ith  the  .Militia  in  the  Hast  — ••Coun- 
cil Extraoi.linarv,"  its  Aet>— Gener.^il  John  Sutler's  3Iove- 
ments— 3.hijor  Craio;.  of  the  Ih-iti>h  Anny,  enters  Wihnin-ton 
January  the  29th,  I7>;:— Letter  of  Governor  AbnerXash -Greene 
Recrosses  the  Dan  February  2'-^<\,  17S; — (f.rahaiu's  Dash  at  Hart's 
Mill— Pyle's  Defeat,  25th  February,  17S1— AiTair  at  WhitsiU's 
V  :\Iil!,^  IMarch  6th— Lieutenant  Colonel  Webster's  Marvelous 
FJscape  from  Death- Reint'crcenients  Reach  General  Crreene 
at  High  Roch  Ford,  on  Haw  River,  Sundav,  M_areh  the  t:th, 
ijSr.  .        -        • 

'  j^HE  final  coiiclusioii  of  Conuvallis  \\-as  to  march 
-^  to  Elillsboro,  then  tlie  capi'Lal  of  tlie  State,  and 
the  recent  headquarters  uf  the  American  army,  at 
that  time  quite  an  important  place.  It  was  also 
in  easy  distance  of  the  Scotch  settlements,  whose 
inhabitants  were  generally  lo\-alists  or  neutrals  in 
the  fight. 

His  lordship,  after  taking  one  dav  of  repose, 
began  his  march  on  the  iSth  to  Hillsboro,  where 
he  ''raised  the  royal  standard,"  and  invited,  by 
his  proclamation,  ''all  liege  subjects  to  prove  their 
fidelit\'  by  contributing  their  aid  in  restorinq-  the 
blessings  of  peace  and  order  in  their  convulsed 
country.  "'=' 

"In  the  camp  of  Greene,"  says  Lee,  "joy  beamed 
on  every   face,  as   if  every   man   was   conscious  of 

*Lee's  ivlemoirs,  p.  251, 
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liciviiif^  d'j'ue  his  cluiy;  tl;e  subsequent  ckivs  to  tlie 
reunion  ot  the  arniv  on  ihe  noitli  of  the  Dan  were 
spent  in  umLual  Liratnhitious ;  with  tlie  reliearsal 
ot  the  hopes  and  iears  which  agitated  evf-y  breast 
during  the  retreat,  interspersed  witli  the  many 
simple  but  iiiteresting  anecdote^  with  \\  hich  every 
tongue  was  strung/' 

But  Greene  reh^^xcd  no  vigilance  nor  r^eglected 
any  precaution  against  surprise.  Th.e  waving  of 
*a  handkerchief  by  a  patriotic  lad\'  on  the  North 
Carolina  bank  of  the  ri\'er  announced  the  retro- 
grade  movenieiit  of  Cornwallis.  Major  Pierce,  of 
General  Greene's  staff,  with  a  select  party,  were 
sent  to  reconnoiler  and  gi\'e  intelligence,  vv'hile 
Colonel  Williams  and  Colonel  Campbell,  tv.'O  emi- 
nent North  Carolina  militia  oflicers,  with  their 
faithful  adherents  on  horseback,  patroled  and 
guarded  the  passes,  and  Otho  Williams,  vdth  his 
light  troops,  were  thrown  across  the  stream  to 
harass  liis  lordship's  retreat.'^' 

Leaving  the  two  contending  armies  watching 
each  other,  and  preparing  for  the  contlict,  which 
must  sooner  or  later  occur,  it  is  necessar-v  to  nar- 
rate events  transpiring  elsewliere  in  North  Caro- 
lina which  influenced,  to  a  great  degree,  the  subse- 
quent results  of  the  uniinished  campaign. 

The  militia,  who  had  defended  the  fords  of  the 
Catawba,  had  made  good  their  retreat  to  the  Rocky 
River,  a  v/esteni  tributary  of  the  Yadkin,  which 
traverses   from  west   to  east  the  present   county  of 

*John5on's  Life  of  Greene,  vol.  i,  p.  448. 
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Cabarnis,  North  Carolir.a,  InU  vliich  at  tliattiiue  was 
a  part  of  'Alccklc-iiburg-  County.  They  were  advised 
as  to  tlic  location  of  the  British  army,  and  Captain 
Joseph.  Graham,  v/ho  had  been  sent  to  reconnoiter, 
followed  in  its  rear;  bnt  beyond  the  eapture  of 
half  a  dozen  strag'glers,  and  killin,'^-  a  Tory  or  two  in 
arms,  was  not  able  to  do  more  than  gather  inior- 
mation. 

Abont  tlie  loth  of  Febrnary  tiie   nrditia  were  in 
camp  near  Shallow  Ford,  on  the  Yadkiri.      General 
Davidson  had  been  killed,  anal   ''no  small  conien- 
tion'\had  arisen  between  the  different  eolonels   of 
the  regiments  as  to  tlic   seniority  of  their  commis- 
sions and  their   right  to  command.      Bnt  this  con- 
tention, liot  as  it  was,  did  not  lead   to  a  separation. 
The    fervent   patriotism    of  these   bra\-e   men    rose 
above  self  and  State,  and  the  difficulty  was  happily 
and  generonsly  settled  by  electing  A.ndrev.-  Pickens, 
of  Soutli  Carolina,  who  had  r-eently  been  appointed 
TJrigadier  General,  to  the  command.      Pickens  was 
at  that   time   a   refngee   in   North  Carolina,  accom- 
panied  by  not   exceeding  inriy  (40  Sonth  Caroli- 
nians an.d   Georgians;   anaong  tlie  latter  was  Lieu- 
tenant Jackson,  afterwards  Governor  of  that  State. 
Lieutenant  Jackson  was  appfhnted  Brigade  Major. 
Rev.  lames  Hall,  then  of  Rowan,  was   selected  as 
chaplain.      ^*The  only  infantry  in   the  brigade  was 
placed   under  th.e   command    of  Colonel    Locke   ot 
Rowan  County,  and  Major  John  Caruth  of  Lincoln 
Countv.''      This   statement  is  taken   from  General 
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Gralram's  nrirr;iti\'C,  wrirteii  in  1821,  'iiid  he  adds  a 
note  ill  wliich  he  sa\'s : 

'■  This  circumstance  ilhe  electii.in  of  Pickens  to  the 
coraniand!  has  occasioned  every  prDicssed  writer  oi  his- 
tory to  represent  tiiese  troops  as  vSoiith  Carolina  nnilitia, 
\vliereas  they  were  simply  the  brii^^ade  ot  Da\"idson,  from 
}>Ieck]enbnptj;'  and  Ftowan.  the  field  officers  of  wldch 
conferred  tlie  con.imand  "on  (general  Pickens,  wlio  was 
with  them  as  a  rcfnoee,  to  a\-oid  couthctinL;'  claims  oi 
rank  amon,";-  tliemseh'cs,  ://.i/-t'  not  bcino;  fui'tv  Sou'Ji 
Caroliv.iajis  \\\  tlie  bod\-  of  700  men." 

'  The  Torv  btillet  tliat  killed  General  Davidson^ 
the  absence  of  General  Riitlierfiird,  who  A\-as  a 
prisoner,  and  the  nias^'iianiinity  of  the  Xorth  Caix- 
lin.a  soldiers — coincided  to  place  General  Pickens  iu 
command  of  a  tnll  re^j^inieiit  of  splendid  troops,  wlio 
followed  liitn  with  ttiiswer\ing- devotion  in  the  short 
bttt  brillian.t  campaij^n  which  tblh^wed. 

This  org'anization  beiipQ'  completed,  tlie  bri;^'ade 
niarch.ed,  \"ia  Salem,  to  Guilford  Court-Honse.  wliere. 
"learniip^-  tliat  Greene  had  passed  the  Dan  and 
•Cornwallis  liad  retired  to  Idillsboro,  they  mo\-ed 
slowl\'  towards  the  en.emv." 

General  Caswell  was  now  engaged  in  calliiig- otit 
the  militia  in  the  middle  and  eastern  part  of  the 
State  and  liad  succeeded  in  collecting  a  considerable 
force  with  which  he  was  threatening  the  left  flank 
of  Cornwallis.  General  Greene  was,  at  tl-is  period, 
apprehensive  that  Cornwallis  vsould  march  into 
\'irgiiiia  bv  way  cA  Halifax,  Xorth  Carolina,  cross- 
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inp:  the  Ivcrnioke  ai  tluit  p-nce.  Kosciusko  had 
been  sent  to  that  point  to  throw  up  breaSl^.vorks 
and  Gen.eral  GreeuL-  was  resolved  to  prevent  the 
eneni}'  g'etting  possessi'.ni  of  tliat  tovn  if  possible. 
''Being;  aecessihle  from  the  ocean,  haxiiig  a  \"er\' 
fertile  eonntrv  around  :t,  convenient  to  Chesapeake 
and  possessing  tlie  onlv  manufactories  rii  tlie  State, 
it  was  too  strorig  a  rnilitarv  poin.t  tv)  surrender 
witliout  a  struggle/"-'  As  we  have  but  little  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  whereabouts  of  Oeneral  Caswell 
wdien  the  battle  of  Guilford  Court-PTouse  wasfough.t, 
a  monih  later,  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  v/as  at 
Halifax  for  the  defenace  of  that  place,  to  whicli 
General  Greene  was  so  anxiouslv  lookin_g.  T  find 
the  following  order  from  Go\-ernor  Abner  Xash  to 
General  Ca.-,v,ell,  in  the  4th  volume  of  the  Uni- 
versit}'  Alaga/ine,  which  thri'^ws  considerable  light 
on  the  movements  of  tror.ps  in  Xorth  Carolina 
dtiring  Februarv  and  March,  17S1: 

"Xewp.krx,  February  23d,  1781. 

"Major General  Caswell  will  niarch  tlie  detachment  of 
militia  now  a?senibled  and  asseinlding  to  Halifax,  or  to 
such  other  parts  as  the  motioris  of  the  eneni\-  or  the 
exigency  of  the  pid^lic  affairs  nia\-  require.  He  will  also 
take  such  nieabures  for  postirig  these,  as  well  as  the 
militia  of  Halifax  district,  in  such  a  manner  and  fortifv- 
iu  such  places  as  he  shall  deem  best  for  the  pul^lic  security. 
He  will  take  such  order  respecting  the  nnlitia,  in  Hills- 
boro  and  the  other  wtstern  districts,  as  shall  seem 
expedient.      The  General    will    also,   on    his  arrival    at 

^Johnson's  Life   of  rrreeue,  vol,  i.  p.  45.}. 


{   2  0 


HL'lifaK,  call  nu  the  olher  members  of  llie  "Comicil 
E>:traordi!iar\'""  to  meet,  kind  lie  will  pi:i>iit-  such  turther 
steps  as  iiiav  bt  coiichuled  on  b;/  th.e  said  council,  tor  tlie 
furtlier  (.'pcratiuiis  of  the  uibitia  ai^aiust  the  etieuu'. 
General  Liliinj^ton  liaN-iti;:^:  the  command  of  the  militia 
ill  the  district  of' \Vilmin;^ton,  and  there  beiu!,;  no  occa- 
sion for  tlie  jvreserice  oi'  ari}'  other  i^^er.eral  olncer  there, 
Brigadier  Genoral  Caswell '  will  ser\-c  in  the  army  to  the 
westward  and  t;ike  his  orders  froiir  th.e  Majoi»  General, 
who  will  also  commission  the  officers  for  tlie  Lii^dit  Horse 
corps  in  sncl:  wav  (agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  the  General 
Assembl\->as  he  sliall  deem  best  for  the  public  service. 

'■  The  General  will  endeavor  to  have  General  P]ntler 
supplied  with  ammunition  as  >];cedilv  as  possible,  and 
h.e  is  earnesth-  requested  to  send  forward,  with  dispatch, 
an\'  important  intelligence  he  ma\'  receive  reS})ectir.g  tlie 
motiotis  of  the  enem\'. 

''  A.    Xash." 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  Caswell,  as  Major 
General,  detached  (jeneral  Butler  and  General 
Baton,  uith  tlieir  brigades,  to  ilic  assistance  ot 
General  Greene  (as  they  were  at  Cxuiltord  Conrt- 
Honsei  and  remained  himself  in  the  command  ot 
the  eastern  part  of  tlie  State,  with  Halifax  as  head- 
quarters. This  is  in  accord  with  tlie  general  scope 
of  Greene's  plan  for  pre\-enting  tlie  invasion  of 
\'irginia  by  that  rotite. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  General  Caswell 
did  not  have  sufficient  sagacity  to  place  these 
brigades  under  the  command  of  some   one  of  the 

o 
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iiunh-.-ous  Coiitiiientril  so]dit::rs.  from  Wushini^tDirs 
anny,  wlio  were  tbeu  in  the  State.  It  was  tlie 
appointment  of  General  Stevens,  of  \'irginia,  to 
command  her  militia,  that  cansed  that  particular 
brigade  in  her  service  to  do  such  nol^le  work  at 
Guiliord  Court-House.  Lhit  Governor  Caswell  had 
more  genius  for  the  forum  than  for  the  field;  in 
the  former  he  was  foremost  in  zeal  an.d  devotion  to 
American  liberty,  but  as  a  s<..ldier  he  obtained  but 
few  honors  on  the  field  of  battle.  Tliere  was  a 
jealousy  in  the  minds  of  the  militia  against  tlie 
veteravis,*  and  Caswell  seenas  to  have  shared  in  it  to 
a  great  degree. 

General  Greene  was  anxious  that  Brigadier 
General  Jethro  Snn.iner,  of  Warren,  who  had  greatlv 
distinguish.ed  liin.iself  in  the  Xew  jerse\-  campaigTi 
under  Washington,  should  command  the  Xorth 
Carolina  troo])s  wlio  wei'e  to  j;">in  him,  and  wrote  to 
Gen.eral  vSunnner  suggesting  that  lie  should  make 
this  known  to  General  Caswell. 

kii  a  letter  ironi  General  Sumner  to  General 
Greene,  dated  Febrnar\'  24th,  1781.  he  savs: 

^'I  rccei\'ed  \-ours  <.»r  tlie  i(.>th  inst.  on  the  21st,  and 
immediately,  through  ?\Lijor  .Hawkins,  aid  to  Maior 
General  Caswell,  I  proffered  iii\-  assistance  and  sent 
expresses  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Aslie  and  Akijor  'Mnz- 
free,  wlio,  b}-  the  temporary  arrangement  of  th.e  officers 
ot  the  Xorth  Carolina  line,  present  in  tlie  State,  were  to 
take  charge  of  two  of  the  regiments,  to  acquaint  them 
without  delay  that  it  was  your  wish  that  the\-  join  the 
militia  camp  to  render  sueh  assistance  as  ma\'  be  in  their 
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power.  ''"'  *  '■'  T  await  (General  CasweH's  sentiintnts 
respecting;  myself.  H(j\ve\x-r.  since  I  wro.te  him,  I  am 
informed  !)>•  ?^Iajor  Iviidu"'  tliat  (reueral  J(_)ne>"'  is 
de:~iruus  tliat  1  ta.ke  clsar^^e  oi  ihe  brigade  ol  Halifax, 
wliich  I  believe  will  amoun.i  to  1500  or  1800  men.  I 
sluill  make  it  nrc  i>uViijess  to  see  General  Jones  to-morrow 
and  shall,  if  I  ba\e  the  offtr  of  that  bvigatie,  inform  a'OU. 
I  am  satistlcd  it  will  meet  th.e  apprtjl,>atioii  of  the  great 
majorit}'  of  the  officers  aiid  soldiers  -of  tiiat  brigadt- — f 
mean  as  a  Contin.ental  officer,  who,  two  years  ago,  the 
militia  were  very  averse  to."  .         .  ' 

The  infoniratioii  alluded  to  was  tliat  ''General 
Jones  was  sick  and  compelled  to  return  lioine,  and 
that  lie  would  ha\'e  been  exceedin.gdv  lia|3p\-  to  have 
given  tlie  con^inand  of  his  brigade  to  \'Ou  (vSuinner) 
provided  he  liad  contiuiucd  witli  it,  btit  as  he  is 
obliged  to  returui,  the  command  dex'nlves  on  General 
Eaton..;!;  who  insists  on  taking  iV 

The  services  of  General  Sumner  were  not  accepted, 
and  tliere  is  some  grotind  for  belie\-ing  that- thev 
were  repelled  with  circumstariCes  calculated  to 
offend  that  gallant  and  distinguished  officer. 

On  the  iith  March,  General  Sumner  writes 
Govern.or  Abner  Xash  : 

"Second  thoughts  are  often  best;  thereibre,  I  now 
write  nnder  apprehension  that  m_\'  attending  you,  where 
General  Caswell  ma\-  be,  will  be  injn.rious  to  m\'  char- 
acter, and  perhaps  hurtful  to  his.      For  my  part,  I  declare 

*Pinkelhan   Eaton. 
tWiUieJoues. 
ITliomas  Eaton. 
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that  I  wisli  tC'  render  sers'ice  to  iii}-  cnniitr\'  at  this  aiann- 
iiig  cri.sis.      liL-licve  me.  I  only  wisli  to  have  no  enemy. "' 

Xeither  tlie  expressed  wish.es  of  General  Greene 
nor  the  desires  of  th.e  Governor  prevciiled.  Casv;ell 
seems  to  have  been  inexorable.  >CeiLiier  vSiinmer. 
Ashe  nor  Mnrfree  were  .cifiven  con-iniands,  but  the 
militia  ^vere  left  nnider  inexperienced  otncers  in  this 
great  crisis  of  the  Stcite.  v/lien  disciplin.e  and  riiilitar\' 
skill  v.'ere  so  essentially  necessary  to  success.  It  is 
useless  to  conjecture  what  mi^'bt  have  been  the  result 
at  Guilfom  C'^urt-Honse  if  tlie  North  Caroliiui 
militia  had  been  commanded  by  ySumner  and  Ashe, 
as  the  X'ir-^dnians  were  by  Gen.eral  vStevens.  We 
can  only  regret  that  such  a  patriot  as  Governor 
Casv.-ell  should  have  been  so  narrow  and  contracted 
in  his  views  and  so  obstinate  in  niaititaining  them. 

The  Legislature  of  Xorth  Carolina  mec  at  Halifax 
the  iStli  da\'  of  Jann.arA',  17S1,  arid  directed  tlieir 
attention  at  once  to  the  defence  of  the  State.  "  Bills 
were  passed  for  giving  greater  efhciency  to  the 
militia  and  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Continental 
battalions;  the  latter,  noiriinally  six,  vrere  reduced 
to  four  and  provision  made  for  speedily  hlling  up 
the  ranks  to  the  proper  complement."  "  The  Board 
of  War"  was  discontintied.  By  an  extraordinary 
stretch  of  authority,  whose  only  palliations  were 
the  crisis  and  the  purity  of  their  motives,  they 
established  a  "Cotmcil  Extraordinary,"  to  consist 
of  three  persons  of  integrity  and  abilities  such  as 
the  General  Assembly  can  have  tlie  greatest  confi- 
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deiice  in,  and  invested  the  actnal  Go\ernor,  Xash, 
and  this  council,  with  tlie  pu\\-eis  of  !^o\-ernnienL, 
"ailer  the  expiration  of  liis,  Xash's,  ofllcial  tennd' 
proz'ici'/J  \.\\Q  iiivasiDii  ot  tliceiieniv  sliouhd  prevent 
the  hokiin.Li'  of  elections  and  the  iiiecting  of  the 
Assembly  at  the  usu.al  time.  After  tlms  ,Lniardin,Q^ 
against  the  ch.ances  of  war,  tlie  Asseniblv  closed 
the  session  FebriLar\'  T4tli,  17^:. 

Tlie  ■'Council  Extraordmarv,"  ne\\"lv  created, 
consisted  of  General  Richard  Caswell  of  Lenoir 
County,  Colonel  Alexander  Martin  of  Guilford 
Count\',  and  Mr.  Bignal  of  Xewbern.  This 
''Council  Exiraordinary "  succeeded  to  all  the 
powers  of  the  recent  "Board  of  War''  and  'X'oun- 
cil  of  State,''  and  was   recpaircd  to  keep  a  journal. 

This  renewed  expression  of  coiihdcnce  in  Colonel 
I\Iartin  is  e\-idence  of  his  constancv  and  fidelitv  to 
the  cause  of  independence.  He  may  not  have  been 
adapted  by  nature  to  the  duties  of  a  suldier,  but 
his  fidelity  as  a  citizen  and  civilian  were  never 
questioned. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  the  historv  of  Mr. 
Bignal. 

Tlie  formation  of  this  "  Council  Extraordinarv '* 
was  analogotis  to  the  action  of  South  Carolina, 
v/hicli  had  clothed  Governor  Rntlege  Avith  dictato- 
rial powers:  ''  inlcr  dj-}iia  /c^'^s  silnif.''  Happilv 
for  the  State  tliese  powers  were  not  abused.  It  vras 
to  this  ''Council  Extraordinary"  that  Governor 
Nash  alludes  in  his  order  to  General  Caswell,  and 
■which,  it  seems,  was  about  to  assemble  at  Halifax. 
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In  the  incaiitinie,  on  the  2Qt\\  day  of  January, 
17S1.  Aiaiur  James  H.  Craii^,  with  an  Englisli  fcirce, 
to'jk  possession  of  Whlniin^^lon.  Greene  no  doubt 
had  some  ir.tiriiation  of  this  movement  before  it 
was  made,  but'  snopos^rd  it  was  to  be  under  the 
commaird  of  .\  mold,  and  attended  wdth  tlie  atrocities 
which '  characterized  his  expedition  into  X'irgmia. 
Corriwallis,  of  course,  was  cogiiizavit  oi"  this  part  or 
tlie  plan  of  invasion' into  Xorthi  Carolina,  and  ex- 
pected to  open,  a  communication  v>-ith  3.1aj or  Craig, 
througli  the  loyalists  of  the  Cape  Fear,  who 
abounded  in  that,  region,  though  they  had  not  em- 
bodied to  any  considerable  extent  since  the  battle 
of  ^loore's  Creek.  Thev  \\ere  waiting  tlie  advent 
of  the  British  army,  and,  for  th,e  present,  contenting 
thennselves  with  predatory  excursions  here  and 
there  in  that  region. 

The  American  troops  had  suffered  painfully  in 
their  long  marches  through  the  mud  and  ice  of  a 
dreary  \vdnter,  ntore  severe  than  usual  at  this 
period.  The  iNIaryland  line,  Vvdiich  had  been  ex- 
posed without  tents  ever  since  Morgan  left  Char- 
lotte in  December,  and  wdiich  had  now  been,  in 
retreat  from  the  17th  day  ut  January  to  the  15th 
of  February,  were  the  greatest  sufferers.  After 
Greene  crossed  tlie  Dan  an  inspection  of  the  line 
showed  86  r  men  ht  for  duty,  and  274  in  the  hospitals. 

General  Greene  writes  Washington  a  doleful 
account  of  the  condition  of  the  army.     We  copy  it : 
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"Irwix's  Ki-.rkn',    Fclx    15th,    17S1. 

''The  miserable  situation  or"  tlie  troops,  fur  vaiit  ot' 
clotlnii!^-,  has  rendered  the  march  the  most  [niiniVi!  im- 
ai;inable,  maii\  h.uiidreds  of  th.e  ^ohIier<  trackim:  th.e 
t;TOiind  with  their  l.iloody  feet.  Yonr  feelin^i^s  t'or  the 
sufferings  uf  the  soMier,  hatl  _\-ou  been  with  us,  would 
ha\-e  been  se\"erely  tried." 

How  little  does  tlie  average  reader  appreciate  the 
privations  and  exposures  of  the  soldier  !  Tlie\' 
turn  from  it  with  impatience  to  listen  to  tlie  tale 
of  combat  and  the  sliotit  of  victor\\  and,  too  often, 
amid  the  comforts  of  home^  are  disposed  to  criticise 
the  errors  of  the  held.  The  endurance  and  forti- 
tude ot  tliese  sokb.ers  arc  as  noble  eviderLcesoi  their 
true  manhood  as  their  most  splendid  exploits  on 
the  field  of  battle.  I'nder  excitement  one  mav  be 
ner\'ed  to  deeds  of  daring-,  but  to  submit  to  priva- 
tion and  nakedness  and  hunger,  in  the  cheerless 
inactivit}-  of  a  bivouac,  requires  the  sternest  stuff 
that  men  are  ever  made  of. 

On  the  17th  the  report  exhibited,  of  men  fit  for 
duty.:  iuTantry,  1078.  artillery  64,  ca\-alry  176, 
Legionary  infantry  112 — 143c  in  all. 

It  would  be  a  story  too  tediotis  and  vexatious  to 
recount  all  the  perplexities  of  General  Greene  at 
this  time.  Arnold  had  invaded  \'irginia  and  plun- 
dered Richmond;  the  whole  State  was  in  terror  at 
his  approach,  and  the  reiiiforcements  intended  for 
Greene's  arm}-  were  diverted  to  the  James  River. 
The  militia  of  eastern  Xorth  Carolina  were  march- 
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ino-  to  the  as-i-tance  of  tiicir  iieio-li1.)onii<:'-  Statt. 
Fiiia'il},-,  wlien  tlie  rKirtjii  vSteubcn  had  organized 
4CG  rtrg-irtars,  under  C<^lonel  Richard  Campbell,  and 
2hGO  militia,  and  had  th.em  on  iheir  w  a\-  to  camp, 
tlie  whole  militia  turned  back  on  a  false  rumor  that 
Cornvv'allis  had  retreated  to  Whlmington,  and  onlv 
Campbell  persevered  in  tlie  march  and  reached 
Greene.'-' 

I\Iar\dand  had  early  adopted  tlie  policy  of  enlist- 
ing lor  the  war,  and  to  that  tact  may  be  assignedt 
the  splendid  heroism  of  her  troops  in  the  South. 
\^irgiiiia'and  Xortli  Carolina  onh'  partially  adopted 
this  polic}-,  and  the  Contine;ital  line  of  the  latter 
was  now  in  prison,  and  the  militia  of  both  Stales 
being  generally  called  out  for  six  w  eeks,  spent  one- 
third  of  this  time  in  getting  to  camp  and  the  other 
two-thirds  in  calculating  the  day  of  their  rettirn. 
The\-  came  without  drilling  or  discipline,  -vvitli 
only  ordinary  guns,  withuut  bayonets  or  equip- 
ments, and  were  a  poor  match  ior  yeteran  soldiers, 
armed  and  equipped  for  battk-.  It  \^"as  tiiis  short- 
sighted policy  tliat  prolonged  the  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence, and  t''(>r  a  long  time  lield  the  eyent  of  it 
in  doubt.  Colonel  Lee  yery  truthfully  remarks 
that  the  exposure  ot  sucli  undisciplined  troops  to 
the  attack  of  trained  soldiers  was  murder.  The 
riflemen  of  the  mountains,  the  yoluntcers  of  King's 
IMountain  and  Cowpens,  were  not  of  this  class,  and 


^Richard  Campbell  was  afterwards  killed  at  Eutaw,  and  must  not 
be  confounded  %vith  Colonel  William  Campbell,  who  commanded  at 

Kin'<('s  Mountain. 


(.273) 

we  •.rill  discover  Greene's  mistake  i:i  supposing  tliat 
the  <jrdinary  militia  could  be  depended  on  like 
tliese  liighland  lumter^. 

As  so  )n  as  General  Stevens  had  eonveved  the 
Cowpens  prisoners  to  a  place  of  safet\-  he  joined 
Greene' -5  army,  arid  Ijeing  autliorized  to  raise  troops. 
fur  Six  weeks'  service,  soon  raised  icco  men  from 
the  coun.ties  in  \hrginia  aroun-d  Greene's  camp. 
A\htli  tlie  ndnforcement  of  Colonel  Richard  Camp- 
bell's regulars  ar^d  Stevens'  militia,  and  the  brigade 
of  North  Carolinians  under  Pickens,  Greene  deter- 
mined to  recross  the  Dan.,  and  on  the  23d  dav  of 
Februar}-  he  entered  North  Carolina  again.  This 
was  three  days  after  Cornwallis  entered  Hillsboro. 
His  lordship  vras  greatly  encouraged  bv  the  num- 
bers of  men  who  llocked  to  Hillsboro  from  curiosity 
or  for  gain,  an.d  he  ohered  "guineas  atid  lands  to 
those  who  would  enlist  under  his  banner;"'  but  it^vas 
only  a  da\-  or  two  subsequent  that  he  sorrowfully 
wrote  to  the  Britisli  ministry  that  he  was  ''  sur- 
rounded by  timid  friends  an.d  iiu-cierate  enemies." 
His  lordship  also  did  tlie  region  of  Orange  and 
Guilford  courities  the  distinguished  honor  of  de- 
claring, "I  could  n.ot  get  one  Irnndred  men  in  all 
the  Regulators'  country  to  sta\-  with  us  even  as 
militia."'^'  It  was  another  "  Hornet's  Nest "  his 
lordship  had  gotten  into.  There  was  one  regiment 
of  the  Pritish  arm\-  under  Colonel  Hamilton,  form- 
erly of  Halifax,  North  Carolina,  called  the  North 
Carolina   regiment,  but   it   was   like   the   street  in. 

*Corn\va!!is  to  Clinton,  .-\pril  loth,  ij.Si. 
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Damascvi.-.,  only  Ciuird  straiifht.  Tiris  regiment  \\":i^ 
lormed  at  St.  Aiii^aistiiie,  Florida,  from  renegades 
who  came  in  irenn.  everv  quiarter.  and  with  but  a 
small  proportion  from  Xo'l;li  Carolina.  Coio:iel 
Kaniilti^m  hon-e\'er,  was  an  English  g-entleman  of 
cn.lture  and  rehnemeiit,  and  was  lion.orable  and 
brave  as  a  soldier,  never  alloNvin.g  liis  troops  to 
plunder  or  nnirder.-  He  was  for  \'ears  Euglisli 
Consul  at  Norfolk,  after  tlie  re\"olntion. 

Before  Greene  recrossed  the  Dan,  Colonel  Otlio 
A\'illiams,  with  the  same  detachment  v/hieh  v;as 
placed  under  him  to  ecn'er  the  retreat.  v\-as  pushed 
forward  with  orders  to  hang  or.  the  enemv's  flanks 
an.d  watcli  his  mo\'ement5,  and  if  the  British  armv 
started  for  Whlming-ton,  to  harass  and  retard  its 
march.  Lee  and  \\"^ashingt':'n,  with  their  cavalrv, 
were  also  directed  to  watch  ever\'  opportunht\-  to 
strike  the  enem\"  an.d  overawe  an\'  rising  of  Tories 
in  the  lower  settlenierits.  Geuieral  Butler  was,  at  this 
time,  marcliing-  np  the  Capo  Fear  with  his  brig'ade 
ot  militia,  and  at  one  time  Lee  thought  of  joining 
him  and  making  a  sudden  attack  on  the  Eritisli. 

General  Pickens  did  n.ot  renaain  idle,  and,  as  we 
stated,  liad  n.iarchcd  with  Iris  Xorth  Carokna  brigade 
of  infantry,  under  C-:>lonel  Locke  of  Rowan,  and 
cavalr}'  under  Graham,  towards  Hillsboro  in  search 
of  adventure,  and  with  him  was  iMcCall  of  South 
Carolina,  with  abotit  tliirt}-  cavalry  and  a  fevv-  Geor- 
gians. Cornwallis  was  scarceh  encamped  at  Hills- 
boro before  Pickens'  command  was  hovering  around 
him  in  sight  of  the  town.  On  reacliin,^  Stonv 
Creek,  ten   miles    fruiri  Hillsboro,  General  Pickens 


sent  Captain  Gr;;i]:irn  forward  witli  twentv  cavalrv 
and  twentv  infaiitr\-,  under  Captain  Ricliard  Sini- 
niori>,  to  examine  the  position  of  tlie  enem\'  and  to 
strike  a  bl(;w  if  practieah'c.  Ca})tain  Crrahanj. 
diseoxered  a  dctaehnieni  of  Briii^h  soldiers,  nuni- 
beririg'  twenty-tl\e  men,  at  llar'ds  Alill,  on.  tlie  Eno, 
one  mile  and  a  half  from  Hillsboro.  He  eoneealed 
himself  (nv  the  niLiht.  and  as  soon  as  it  was  liL;ht 
enon.gli  lor  the  ritiemen  to  see  the  sights  on  their 
guns,  he  made  a  sudden  on^et  upon  tliem,  taking 
them  entirely  by  surprise,  and  eaptnred  their  cap- 
tain, sixteen  pri\ates  of  tlie  regnkirs  and  two  Tories. 
C)ne  sergeant  anwi  eight  privates  were  left  on  the 
ground  killed  or  woun":ded.  This  was  a  brilliant 
opening  for  the  Whigs,  and  threw  tlie  I'ritish  camp 
into  crmsternation  for  awhile.  The  whole  of  Tarle- 
ton's  cavalry  were  paraded  and  sent  in  pursuit,  but 
in  vam.  Captain  Grah.am  baffled  his  pursuers  and 
reached  the  camp  in  safet_v.  Judge  Johnson  falls 
again  into  a.i  egregious  error  in  ascribing  this  a>ii/> 
de  fiiuiii  to  Captain  MeCall  of  his  own  State,  when 
in  fact  he  was  ten  miles  from  the  scene.  This  is  a 
second  glaring  injustice  done  to  North  Carolina; 
ior  tins  success,  thougli  coniparati\-el\-  small,  was 
greatly  commended  by  General  Greene  and  caused 
rejoicing  all  around  the  camp.  It  was  a  gem  of  a 
skirmish,  and  shone  briglitl\-,  if  not  with  extended 
effulgence.  In  reflecting  on  tliese  injustices  done 
one  State  by  another,  we  cannot  refrain  from  C|Uot- 
ing  from  Judge  Johnson  himself  the  tacit  acknowl- 
edgment of  his  fault.      Pie  savs: 
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"TherFf-  is  an.i.l  peril  a}. 'S  oiio-lit  to  (>e  a  clauiiish  spirit 
in  the  States  ot  tiie  Union  vs-liicli  will  c\'er  dispose  tlie 
writers  tl'.ey  ivro'lrxe  to  blazon,  witli  peculiar  zeal,  the 
\-irtiies  and  talents  01"  th.e  eminent  men  of  their  respective 
States.  It  is  a  tendency  so  natn.ral  to  man  that  reliL;ion, 
the  retirement  of  tlie  cloister  an.d  the  hiarcfooted  friar, 
who  has  renour.ced  tlie  v,\")rld,  ackne^v.  leclge  its  inflnen.ce 
in  exago-erated  erdogit-s  on  a  pactron  saint  or  beatified 
brother.  Ar.d  it  wilp.  probabh-  liapperi  tnat,  in  future 
times,  iJir  States  that  Jiavc  p}-oditccd  t/w  ablest  zen'/ns 
lei'cl  eiijov  tJic  reputation  of  liazing  prodiieeel  the  ablest 
statesiiiei.'^  generals  and  o/'atorsi' 

South  Carolina  did  not  lack  for  an  '' able  writer '' 
era  "clannish  spirit"  in  the  distingnislieci  biogra- 
pher of  General  Greene. 

Graham  and"  iiis  men  had  iust  tumbled  down  for 
a  little  rest  after  this  ardtio^us  dtit\',  when  the\'  were 
startled  bv  the  crv.  "Tarleton's  coming  I"  The 
Avhole  camp  was  astir  in  a  moment  and  put  in  readi- 
ness to  receive  the  charf'-e ;  when,  to  their  o-reat 
jov,  it  Avas  discox'ered  to  be  Color.el  Harry  Lee  andi 
his  cavalrv,  who  had  started  to  stirprise  this  same 
detacliment  at  Hart's  ?\Iillf-' 

On  the  night  of  the  2rst  of  Fel'^ruar}-,  General 
Greetie,  attended  by  a  small  escort  of  dragoons, 
crossed  the  Dan  atid  visited  Fhckeus  and  Lee  to 
confer  with  them  as  to  the  ftitttre  movements  of 
the  army  and  the  proper  meastires  to  annoy  the 
eueni}'.  Having  spent  the  greatest  part  of  the 
night  in  anxiotts  consultation,  Pickens  and  Greene 

*Grahaiii.  in  University  I\[di(a;iiue. 


''wrapped  up  iii  tlicir  cloaks   and  sliaivd  the  same 
blanket  in  a  refreshiv.g  nap." 

Picker.s  bein;^^  tlie  siiperivor  officer,  was  tiiven  tlie 
coniinand  of  Lee's  Legion  as  we]]  as  his  own 
bri<4'ade,  as  one  cori)S,  and  bothi  ofticers  were 
exhorted  to  harmony  and  L^-ood  wU].  I'liis  visit 
was  anoth.er  of  Greene's  bohd  enterprises,  which  to 
ns,  at  tiiis  da^;,  appears  almost  reckless,  \'et,  as  he 
retnrned  safelv  next  niornin_:<-,  we  must  admit  he 
did  not  err  in  his  calculations. 

About  the  21st  or  2 2d  February,  General  Pickens 
was  apprised  of  th.e  adwance  of  Colonel  John  Preston 
and  Colonel  William  Campbell  (he  d'i  King's  Moun- 
tain famei  wit'li  areiriforctrriieiitto  join  liis  command, 
and  on  tlie  next  da\'  perhaps,  for  we  cannot  fix  the 
exact  davs,  the  General  also  Avas  informed  that 
Tarleton.  with  his  cavalry,  four  hundred  infantry 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  had  left  LLUsboro  in  the 
direction  of  PLiw  River  to  the  west. 

Being  appreliensive  that  Tarleton  would  fall  in 
v:ith  these  approaching  reiuforcenients,  and  tceling 
strong  enough  now  to  cope  with  him.  Pickens 
called  in  his  forces  and  set  out  in  pursuit  of  Tarleton. 

Thev  found  he  had  crossed  tlie  Haw  Pviver,  and 
at  noon  of  the  2  5tli  of  February,  they  were  so  near 
to  him  as  to  cjpture  two  of  his  officers  who  had 
lingered  behind,  and  while  eager  in  the  pursuit, 
and  with  even  the  order  of  attack  arranged,  a  most 
singular  occurrence  happened,  which  defeated  all 
their  ardent  hopes  of  destroying  this  ''scourge" 
of  the  British  armv.      As    Johnson   says  that  Lee's 
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accouTit  of  "  Pvle's  Defeat/'  sonietinies  termed 
''Pyle's  "Massacre,"  is  inaccurate  and  fanciftil,  I  aviH 
do  as  I  liave  done  before — .'yive  the  unvarnished  stor^• 
as  it  is  related  b\'  Joseph.  Graham,  v,  h.o  prepared  it 
for  Jtidge  }v[urph\-,  to  be  inc<'r]>orated  into  a  historv 
of  Xorth  Carolina.  Resun.iing  tlie  narrative  at  the 
junction  of  Lee's  force  v/ith  Pickens,  he  writes;- 

""The  xs'hole  annv  moved  a  fev.-  miles  and  encamped 
at  an  adjacent  farm  for  the  night.  The  next  day  it  \v:is  in 
motion,  in  ditTerent  direction>,  nearly  the  whole  da\' ; 
but  did  not  go  far,  beating  dow  n  nearer  Hillsboro.  The 
two  corps  kept  near  trach  other,  though  the\-  mo\-ed  and 
camped  separate!}',  as  the}'  had  done  tlie  previous  evening. 
Reconnoitering  parlies,  wb.icli  vcere  sent  out  in.  tlie 
e\'ening  ard  liad  retained  in  tlie  night,  gave  notice  oi  a 
detacliment  pas-ing  frora  Hillsboro  towards  tlie  ford  on 
Haw  River. 

"  Pickens  and  Lee  put  their  forces  in  motiori  at  an  earlv 
ht:)ur,  and  came  into  the  great  road  eigiit  miles  west  of 
Hillsboro,  near  ?\Iebane's  fu'm. 

"The  \\'liole  of  the  militia  cavalr}',  se\'ent\'  in  number, 
that  had  swords,  were  placed  under  Captain  Graham, 
and  in  the  rear  of  Lee's  horse.  Such  of  Crrahatirs  men 
as  liad  not  swords  were  ordered  to  join  another  corii|)an}'. 
The}'  followed  the  enem}''s  trail  on  the  road  to  Haw 
Ri\'cr,  with  the  ca\'alry  in  front. 

''Driring  the  wh.ole  day's  march  every  man  e.xpected  a 
battle  and  hard  fighting.  IMen's  countenances  on  such 
occasions  indicate  something  which  can  be  understood 
better  than  described  in  words.  The  countenances  of 
the  whole  militia,  throughout  the  da}',  never  showed 
better.  ' 


-  Lpc  states  inaee  31 1)  that  Pyle's  men,  on  seeing  the 
militi^  ill  the  reir'of  his  cavalry,  recognized  and  fired  on 

them.  .      ^--  1  r 

'^  The  true  statement  of  thi<  is,  tliat  ^^lajor  Dicksou,  ol 

lincohi,    who   commanded    the   coUunn    on    onr    right 
(when   the   disposition    f^.r  attack  had  been  made  at  the 
la^t  farm),  liad  been  thrown  out  of  his  proper  order  ol 
march  bv  the  lenccs  and  a  branch,  and  when  Pyle^s  men 
v-erc   first  seen   bv   the  militia  they  were  thought  to  be 
the   partv   under   Dickson,  whicli    had    come   r.nnd   the 
•plantation    and  gotten    in   the    road   before    them.      Un 
comiu"  within  twcnlv   steps  of  tiiem.  Captain   Gratiam 
dHcuvere  1  llie  mistake  ;  seeing  them  with  cleaner  clothes 
than  Dickson's  partv,  and  each  man  having  a  strip   ot 
red  cloth  on  his  hat.      C^raham,  riding  alongside  oi   Cap- 
tain Hggleston,  who  commanded  the  rear  of  Dee's  horse, 
reinarkcL!  to  him  :    -  That  company  are  Tories.      What  is 
the  rea.on  thev  have  their  arms^"    Captain  Hggleston, 
aHdre-^^ing   a    gooddooking   man   at  the  end  of  the  hue, 
supposed' to  be  an  ofiicer,  inquired,    -To  whom   do  you 
belong?"      The  man  promptly  answered,    -  A  Iriend  to 
his   nudesiv."      Whereupon    Captain    Kggle^ton    struck 
him  over  the'  head.      The  militia  looking  on  and  waiting 
fbr   order.,  on    this  example    being   set,  rushed  on   them 
like   lightning   and    cut  away.      The    noi^e    m    the  rear 
attracted  the  notice  of  Dee's  men,  and  they  turned  then- 
horses  short   to    the   right   about    five   steps,  and   m   less 
than  a  minute  tlie  attack  was  made  along  the  whole  line. 
The  same  page  ^^  states  that  ninetv  loyalists  were  killed. 
The  next  day  our  militia  counted  ninety-three  dead,  and 
there  was   the  appearance  uf  many  more   being   carried 
off  by  their  friends.      There  were  certainlv   many  more 

-■■Referrinc,^  to  Let's  IMenioir^. 


•     {   2  bG) 

Avounded.  "\\'beii  I.ee  aud  Pickens  retired,  it  appeared 
as  if  three  liaiidred  r.iiglit  be  h'ing  dead.  ]Mai!}",  ])er- 
haps,  v/erc  onl}'  slig-htly  wtViiiided  and  la}'  quietly  tor 
securitN'. 

"  At  the  time  the  actiori  ciniinieiiced,  Lee's  dragoons, 
in  the  open  order  vi  niarcln  extended  about  the  same 
distance  with  Pyle's  men,  wlio  v.'ere  in  close  order,  arid 
on  horseback  ;  and  most  of  them  ha\dng  come  from 
home  OFi  tha.t  da}",  were  clean,  like  men  who  now  turn 
out  to  a  re\'ie\v.  Lee's  mo\"ement  was  as  if  he  were 
going  to  pass  them  fi\-e  or  six  steps  on  the  left  of  their 
line.  When  th.e  alarm  was  gi\-en  in  the  rear,  iis  quickl} 
as  his  men  could  turn  tlieir  horses,  the}'  were  engaged  ; 
and  as  the  Tories  were  o\-cr  two  to  one  of  our  actual 
ca\-u'ir\-,  b\'  pressing  fi:^rward  the}'  went  through  tlieir 
line,  lea\'ing  a  number  beh.ind  thenn  Th.e  continual 
cr}'  b}'  the  Tories  was,  'You  are  killing  your  own  men  ! 
I  am  a  friend  to  his  majest}'.  PLirrah  for  King  (.George  !' 
Finding  tlieir  professions  of  lo}-alt}',  and  all  tliex'  could 
sa}'  were  of  no  a\'ail,  and  only  the  signal  for  their  destruc- 
tion, tweh'e  or  fifteen  of  tho'^e  wliom  Lee's  men  had 
gone  tliroiigh,  anJ  who  Ind  thrown  down  their  guns, 
now  determining  to  sell  their  li\'es  as  dearly  as  possible, 
jumped  to  their  arms  and  began  to  fire  in  e\'er\'  direc- 
tion, making  the  ca\'alr}' gi\'e  back  a  little.  Fhit  as  soon 
as  their  guns  were  empt}',  the}'  were  charged  upon  o]i 
ever}'  side  b}'  more  than  could  get  at  them,  and  cut 
down  in  a  group  together.  All  the  harm  done  b}"  their 
fire  was  that  a  dragoon's  horse  was  shot  down.  Falling 
very  suddenh',  and  not  moving  afterwards,  the  rider's 
leg  was  caught  under  him,  and  b}'  all  his  eff"orts  he  could 
not  extricate  himself,  until  tlie  action  began  to  slacken, 
when   two   of  his  comrades  dismounted  and  rolled  tlie 
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liorse  off  him.  Lee's  uu:u  had  so  rcccitly  come  to  the 
South  th.at  thcv  did  not  understand  tlie  usual  uiarks  of 
distinction  between  V\lii--  and  Ton',  and  after  li'.e  lirst 
onset,  \vheu  all  hecam-  mixed,  they  iiiquircd  of  each 
man,  before  the;/  attacked  liini,  to  ^v]lou.l  he  belonged. 
The  enemv  readily  ansv.'ered,  '  To  Kiug  Oeorge.'  To 
mauv  of  their  own  militia  tlic\-  put  the  same  question. 
Fortuuateh-  no  mistakes  occurred,  tliough  iu.  some 
instances  tliere  was  great  danger  ot  it. 

''At  ilie  close  of  the  action  the  troops  were  scattered 
and  mixed  tliruugh  each  other — completel\- disorganized. 
General  Pickens  and  Colonel  Lee  gave  repeated  orders  to 
form,  but  tlie  confusion  was  such  tliat  their  orders  were 
without  effect.  These  ofhcers  appeared  sensible  of  tlie 
delicate  situation  we  were  in.  If  Tarleton,  who  was 
onlv  two  or  tltree  miles  off,  with  nearl}'  an  equal  force, 
had  come  r^pon  us  at  this  juncture,  the  result  must  have 
been  against  us. 

"Lee's  men,  though  u.nder  excellent  discipline,  could 
with  diff.cidtv  be  gotten  in  order.  The  commandants 
exhibited,  great  perturbation,  initil  at'eugth  Lee  ordered 
^Ltjor  Ruilolph  to  lead  off  and  his  dragoons  to  fall  in 
behind  them  ;  Captain  Ckaham  received  the  same  order 
as  to  the  militia  dragoons,  and  bv  the  time  the  line  had 
moved  a  quarter  of  a  mile  there  was  the  same  order  as 
when  we  met  Pyle.  Lee  liimself,  wdiile  thev  were  form- 
ing, staid  in  the  rear  of  his  own  corps  and  in  trout  ot 
Grah.am's,  and  ordered  one  of  the  sergeants  to  go  directly 
back  and  get  a  pilot  from  among  the  Tories,  and  bring 
him    forward   without  delay.      The  sergeant  in  a  short 

time  returned  wdth  a  middle-aged  man  (his  name 

and  he  lived  near  that  place),  wdio  had  received  a  slight 
wound   on    the    head,    and    was    bleed itig    freeh'.      The 
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sero;eaiit  apologized  to  iiis  Colonel  because  he  could  find 
none  who  were  not  wounded.  Lee  asked  him  severed 
questions  relaLi\-e  to  the  road^^,  farms,  water-courses,  etc.;, 
how  CNeal's  plantation  (where  Tarletou  tlicn  was)  wa- 
situated:  wliether  open,  Wvjods,  lully  or  Ie\-el,  etc.  Alter 
answering  the  several  questions,  and  after  an  interval  o\ 
ai:>out  a  uiinute,  whilr  Lee  appeared  to  be  meditating,  the- 
man  addres.->ed  him:  'Well,  God  bless  your  soul,  i\lr. 
Tarleton,  you  h,t\-e  tliis  da\-  killed  a  parcel  of  as  good 
subjects  as  ever  his  IMajesty  had.''  Lee,  v^dio  at  this  time 
was  not  in  the  luunor  for  quizzing,  interrupted  him,  sa\"- 
ing  :  'You  d — d  rascal,  if  >'0U  call  me  Tarleton  I  will 
take  olT  \-0';r  liead.  I  vrill  nu'leceive  you:  we  are  the 
Americans  and  not  the  Briti.-h.  I  am  J^eeof  the  Ameri- 
can Legion,  and  not  Tarleton..'  Idie  poor  fellow 
appeared  chor>-fallcn. ' ' * 

Cohjiiel  Pvle  and  his  men  were  misled  by  the 
ttiiiforms  of  Lee's  Legim.i,  Ix.itli  his  ca\'alrv  anci 
infantrv  being  dressed  in  short  green  coats,  with 
other  distinctions  resembling  the  tmiKirm  of  Tarle- 
ton "s  Legion. 

Pvle,  though  wounded  witii  many  ctits  of  the 
sabre,  crawled^  into  a  pond  ot  water,  where  he  con- 
cealed himself  and  was  at'terwards  resetted  by  his 
Tory  friends  and  survived. 

In  Governor  Swain's  lecture  on  the  War  of  the 
Regtilation,  I  find  this  aluisiori  to  Col(>nel  Pyle : 

''The  forced  requisition  of  a  wagon  and    team   from 

"^XoTE. — The  scene  of  Pyle's  defeat  is  very  near  the  present  town  of 
Burlini^-ton  (formerly  "•Company  Shops"),  on  the  North  Carolina 
Railroa.l,  in  .\hiinance  Conntv. 
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John  Pvle,  exlnbited  in  onr  Ta.-t  nuin1)er,  shows  tlie 
severe  process  wliich.  scenred  hiis  dilegiaiice.  His  lol- 
lowers,  who,  wiih  him,  rendered  snch.  fearful  retributi'jn 
in  tlie  sani;uinar\'  contiicl  witli  Pickens  and  Lee,  on  the 
25th  Februarx ,  ijS'i,  -A'ere  feliow->inTerers  in  th^e  ravai^es 
of  Tr\'on  in  1772.  Colonel  P\'le  was  a  ph\\sician  and  an 
amiable  man,  and  for  faithful  and  skillful  services,  ren- 
dered to  wourided  Whdgs  at  the  battle  of  Cane  Creek,  a 
few  months  after  his  discomfiture  on  Flaw  'River,  was 
pardoned  by  the  executive  authorit\'." 

Colonel  Pvle  had  been  a  Regtilator,  and,  after  the 
battle  of  Alaniaiice,  C^overn or  Trvon  had  impressed 
his  wagons  and  other  property.  Pie  subsequently 
took  the  oatli  <.)f  allegiance,  and  feeling  cuuscieiiti- 
otislv  bound  by  it,  became  a  Tory  in  the  rewdtition. 
Perliaps  inan.y  of  his  followers  owed  their  apostacy 
to  the  same  causes. 

Tarleton  wa^  onl\-  a  mile  or  tvs'o  in  ad\'ance. 
PickeriS  ordered  liis  column  t<;>  move  forward,  and 
about  sur.set  his  scotits  came  in  view  of  the  enemy's 
camp,  who  seemed  to  be  resting  in-  a  state  of  security. 
After  a  conference  it  was  decided  to  postpone  the 
attack  until  mornin.g,  as  the  tnoops  were  wearv  with, 
marching  and  hungr\'  for  food.  Patrols  and  senti- 
nels were  placed  in  e\'er}'  direction  to  prevetit 
intelligeutce  reaching  Tarleton/s  camp;  but  during 
the  night  a  messenger  reached  him  from  Corn- 
wallis,  who  had  been  informed  of  the  movement  of 
Pickens.  Tarleton  was  ordered  to  return  to  Hills- 
boro  in  haste.  So  urgent  was  the  command  that 
several  couriers  h.ad  been  dispatched  with  the  same 
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messai>-e.  Tarleton  ohe^-ed  the  order  b\- decanipiii'^' 
at  2  o'clock  ill  the  uiorniiii^  and  riding  with  all 
speed  towards  Hillsboru.  Pickens  followed,  but 
oiilv  to  get  ill  sight  of  Tarleton  as  he  entered  tlie 
to\vn.. 

The  sanguin;Trv  destruccion  of  Pvle's  command 
had  the  effect  of  striking  terror  into  the  henvts  oi 
the  Tories  of  Ran.dolph  iind  Cra;i;h,ani.  and  soeom- 
pletelv  subdued  tlieir  spirit  that  tliev  never  em- 
bodied again  dnrir;g  tlie  war.  Tliere  were  maraud- 
ing parties  of  banditti  who  stole  and  plundered, 
but  their  for-ces  were  never  again  brought  together 
as  a  militarv  organization..  The  good  name  of  tlie 
American  troops  suffered,  even  in  the  estimation  of 
their  friends,  for  this  bloody-  slaughter  of  the  Tories  ; 
but  in  extenuati^m  of  tlie  fierce  passions  ot  tliat 
hour,  it  must  be  remembered  tliat  Tarleton  had 
been  the  t'lrst  to  inaugurate  this  unsparing  and 
merciless  warfare,  the  summer  before,  at  the  A\  ax- 
haws,  and  manv  of  the  North.  Carolinians  who 
faced  Pyle's  command  had  friends  and  relati\-es 
among  the  slain  wiio  ^vere  hacked  to  pieces  on 
that  unfortunate  day.  ''Tarhi-ton's  Quarters  "  had 
become  a  proverb  in  the  American  army;  it  was 
the  watchword  of  revenge — the  spirit  oi  memory 
that  never  slept  in  the  hearts  of  our  people;  1)}'  it 
''they  nursed  their  \\'rath  to  keep  it  warm,"  and,  in 
muttering  tones  around  tlie  camp-fires  of  the 
bivouac,  thev  \-owed  that  vengeance  should  be 
meted  out,  "an  eve  for  an  eve,"  when  the  auspi- 
cious dav  sliould  come  to  put  their  enemies  in  their 
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grasp.  Xtitlier  disci]:>line,  nor  aiithoril\-,  nor  lui- 
manit_v  could  stand  before  the  dreadful  wu-atii  wliicli 
the  i)li)od  of  Butord's  men  had  stirred  within  their 
hearts.  'VBlood  lijr  hloud/'  wa.-,  the  crv  of  ilic  nieii 
wlio  tliat  ciaA'  hacked  ihe  Tories,  a'ad  now  ar.d  then 
''Tarleton's  Quarters"  put  frcsl;  strength  into  the 
sabre  ann  which  seemed  to  gnwv  wearv  of  slangliter 
and  deatln  Buti^rd.  too,  was  a  \'irginian,  and 
Eggleston  and  Armstrong  did  not  keep  tlieir  swords 
at  rest  while  tlie  memory  of  tlie  slaughter  was  iVesh 
in  their  minds.  It  was  a  dreadful  dav,  sickening 
to  the  heart ;  b'-t  how  iiiany  other  tales  of  bntcher\- 
it  prevented  can  only  be  known  by  the  Onrniseient 
One.  If  P}-le  had  succeeded  in  joining  Tarleton, 
and  Preston,  Armstrong  and  Winston  had  fallen 
into  liis  hands  n.ext  day,  as  he  expected,  the 
tears  w-onld  only  have  been  transposed  from  Torv 
to  Whig  homes,  .'ind  the  weeeping  and  lamentations 
would  have  made  patriots,  instead  of  traitors,  shud- 
der at  tlie  result.  Wliatever  may  be  said  of  the 
deed  itself,  the  results  were  most  salutary  to  the 
American  cause,  and  it  ma}',  in  this  instance,  per- 
haps, be  claimed  tliat 

'■  AH's  well  that  ends  .veil." 

Tarleton  had  marched  to  intercept  the  detach- 
ments of  militia  under  Preston,  Armstrone  and 
Winston  who  were  on  their  way  to  reinforce 
Pickens;  and  tlie  massacre  of  Pyle's  was  the  fortu- 
nate circumstance,  from  the  British  standpoint, 
that  prevented  the  extermination  of  Tarleton's 
command.  Some  destin_y  shaped  the  ends  of  this 
bad  man   so  strangely  tliat  he  seems  to  ha\-e  been 
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excepted  froiii  the  just  and  certain  laws  ot  rio-htccrLS 
retribution.  He  sur\dved  the  war.  li\ed  to  an  old 
age,  and  requited  the  arrection  of  Cornwallis  In- 
exposing  his  err';rs  and  niagnilying  iiis  iaults. 

Gener.iil  Greene  \v'as  cigain  ivi  >,'orti'i  Carolina, 
and  evidently  was  making  preparation  to  attack 
Coni.wailis  or  repel  his  hn-dsliip  if  aitacked  b}-  hiin. 
He  was  expecting  reinforcements  every  day  and 
was  strong  cnongli  alread\-  to  choose  hds  battle-held 
and  tlie  da\'  of  Ijattlc.  In  tlic  jricantinie.  he  was  goad- 
ing and  harassing  and  irritating  the  British  com- 
mander un.til  his  eneni\'  was  growirig  obstinate  and 
desperate — t'le  fram.e  of  mind  that  precedes  mistakes 
and  destruction.  His  foraging  parties  were  cut  ott, 
his  camp  insulted,  his  reinforcements  hacked  to 
pieces,  and  e\-cn  Tarleton  and  his  famous  Legion 
w"ere  not  strong  enough  to  stand  before  the  detach- 
ments S'=r:t  to  annr)\-  hinu  He  was  compelled  to 
leave  his  camp  at  Hillsboro  and  seek  a  liiore  friendly 
region.  On  the  26th  of  February,  Cornwallis  left 
Hillsboro  and  marched  to  Alamance  Creek,  in  what 
is  now  Alamance  County,  but  was  then  the  south- 
eastern portion  of  Guillord  County.  Tins  was  a 
little  south  of  west  from  Hillsboro,  a  good  day's 
journev.  and  on  the  direct  road  tn  Salisbury.  It 
was  designed,  too,  to  put  Greene  in  doubt,  wliether 
the  British  commander  would  retrace  his  steps  to 
Salisbury  or  move  suddenly  to  the  Cape  Fear  and 
fall  back  on  Wulmington.  Greene  was  anxiously 
watching  the  movement  and  awaiting  impatiently 
the   arri\-al    of   the   North    Carolina  and    \'irginia 
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torioades  of  militia,  then  M-ell   ou   their   way  _to   his 
c^.rp   ill  order  that  he  might   resume  the  oiieii.ive 
and  dei\.at  eith-rr  of  the  movements  of  the   enemv. 
Bnt  he  ^^•a.  also,  as  ever,  alert  to  prevent   surprise 
knowin-   that    Curnwallis    was   in    a   mad   state  of 
,,und  aud  readv  to  do  e^-en  a  rash  aet.      Hi.orders 
to  Otlio  William,  and  Piekens,  who  vommanned  tae 
two  detaehuient.  in  the  front   of  the  British  camp, 
the  one  bein-  on  one  side   of  the  Ahimanee  Creek, 
the  other  oiuthe   other   side,  was   to  be    wary   and 
^^■atehful  and  let  not   the   slightest   motion   oi   the 
■enemv  be  unobserved. 

Greene  was  now  at   his   eamp    at  Speedwell  Iron 
Works,  on  the  upper  waters  of  Troublesome  Creek, 
thirtv  miles  distant.      The  tw<>  brigades  ot  \  irgmia 
militia   under   Stevens    and    Lawson,  and    the   two 
brio-ade^  of  North  Carolina  militia,  were  marehmg 
una  hi-hwav,  running  west,  from   a   point  below 
IIillsbon3,  to  hnu  Greene  at  his  eamp.      The  nearest 
point  that  this  road  came  to  the  camp  of  Corn  walks 
was    t^^en.v-hve   or   thiriy  miles,  and  in   a  north- 
,v.rdh-   diixction.      The  command  of  Williams  lay 
between  that  point  and  Cornwallis.    The  roads  from 
the  eamp  of  Vdilliams  and  from  the  camp  ol   Corn- 
wallis    to    that    point    intersected    each     other     at 
Whitsdhs  Milk  which  was  on  the   direct  route  that 
Cornwpllis  would  travel   to   strike  the  approaching 
militia.     It  was  soon  developed  that  he  was  at  last 
aroused  to  energetic  action/and  that   he   came   to 
\lanianre  as' a  cronchitig  spot,  from  which  he  might 
pounce  nnon  theprev  as  it  passed,  all  unconscious 
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of  danger,  as  he  tlioug-ht,  within  tlie  length  ot  his 
spring.  If  thie  militia  were  seatierecl  and  the  3CC0 
arms  wliich  tlicv  were  bringing  tu  camp  d'jstroyed, 
Greent  would  be  torced  to  cross  tlie  D.-ni  again  and 
Xorth  Carolina  would  be  at  tlie  meixw  of  the  British 
crown.  These  were  the  anxious  hopes  that  agitated 
the  bosom  of  the  British  commander  and  brought 
victory  to  liis  imaginatinn  once  more. 

The  line  of  march  of  tlie  militia  was  a  hazardous 
one,  but  General  Greene  Vv-as  so  much  impressed 
with  the  idea  and  apprehension  that  Coriiwallis 
would  escape,  that  lie  resolved  that  the\-  should 
aoproach  by  the  nearest  route.  In  order  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  their  falling  a  pre}'  to  a 
sudden  dash  from  the  eiieni}-,  General  Greene  moved 
his  camp  down  and  across  Troublesome  Creek, 
fifieeii  miles,  and  put  himself  af)out  the  same 
distance  from  Coniwallis.  Coloutls  Williams  and 
Pickens  were  between  them  on  tlie  flank  of  the 
enemy.  The  American  commander  was  conlident 
that  Coniwallis  could  not  move  without  the  knowl- 
ed'j-e  of  Williams  and  Pickens,  and  tliat  they  could 
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impede  his  march  until  the  militia  could  escape; 
or  if  Coniwallis  forced  Wulliams  and  Pickens  into 
a  sudden  or  precipitate  retreat  they  could  fall  back 
and  ioin  him,  and  tlicir  combined  forces  could  so 
retard  the  enemy  that  he  could  not  reach  the  rein- 
forcements. Greene  now  waited  anxiously  at  his 
camp,  at  Boyd's  Mill,  on  Reedy  Fork,  seven  miles 
above  Whitsill's  Mill,  for  the  event  of  these  several 
dispositions  of  his  troops. 


Conuvallis,   ill    the    ineaulhne.  niaiiein-ered   coii- 
^--    t,.  ^n'>rt-<s  \\'iiliams   witli    the   idea 
that  he  xvas  about  to  begin  a  retreat  t-.  Cross  Creek 
.now   Faveneville.,011    the   Cape   Fear  R'ver;  but 
on  the  6th  aav.of  March,  when    least  expected,  tlie 
Britisl:    commander   n.ade   a    sudden    aash    uor.h, 
hoping -to  outstrip  Williams    to  AVhitsid  s  Mill,  on 
Reedv  Fork,  and  passing  on  ten  miles  luvtner,  anu 
directlv  north,  to  intercept  the  train  of  the  Ameri- 
can   reintbrcements   at   High    Rock    Ford,  on    the 
H'lv-  River,  ^^dlich  n^rd  they  would  necessarily  pass 
on  their  r.ute  to  the  permanent  camp  of  Greene  at 
the   Speedwell   Iron   Works,  further  up  that  nvei. 
Cornwallis    had    scarcely    moved  out   of  his   eanip 
before  the  intelligence  of  it  reached  Williams^  wno 
^vas   then   on    hisdeft  tlank,  and  ihe  race  lor  W  In  - 
sil^s  Mill  was  immediatelv  begun.      It  was    ^^neck 
and  neek/'  on  parallel  roads-\\hlliams  tlymg  with 
his  liMit  troop.,  to  the  rescue  of  his  Iriends;   Corii- 
^valli^  dashing    through '  every    obstruction,    with 
reckless   speed,  to   reach  the  prize  his  heart  had  so 
anxiously  covetM.       Williams   was   unnicumbered 
and  fall' of  vigor;    Cornwallis,  though   obliged  to 
mo-e  his  trains  with  his  army,  was   desperate  ^and 
determined.      As  the  patrols  and  scouts  passed  troni 
the  one  column  to  the  other,  apprising  each  ot   tne 
advance   of    his    competitor,   the   race   grew    more 
animated,  the  competitors  more  earnest  and  resolute ; 
the  o-oal  was  now  getting  nearer  and  the  excitenient 
grea'ter,  when  Williams,  putting  forth  his   whole 
energy,  urged  his  men  to   a  triumphant  speed  and 
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dasiied  clown  tlie  hill  aiicl  across  tlie  Reedy  P'ork 
as  the  enemy  appeared  upon  tlie  crest  in  their  rear, 
eiiteririL!-  ivom  tlie  other  road. 

W'illiaiiis  drew  up  h.is  forces  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  stream  and  gave  the  British  a  warm  recep- 
tion. The  eriunn-  was  cliechfd ;  he  had  failed  iri 
his  purpose  to  separate  A\'illiams  irom  Greene. 

AN'illiams  was  now  in  seven  miles  ol  Grtene,  at 
Bovd's  Mill,  and  soon  informed  him  ot  the  occur- 
rences uf  tlie  daw  Sending  orders  to  Williams  to 
fall  back  north,  towards  the  High  Rock  Ford,  on 
Haw  River,  where  he  proposed  to  meet  him,  General 
Greene  at  once  moved  in.  that  direction  tor  the  pro- 
tection of  the  advancing  reinforcements.  The 
British  commander  tinding  tliat  his  stratagem  had 
not  succeeded,  fell  back  to  his  old  ericampment. 

The  light  at  WhitsilTs  ^lill  was  sharp  and 
severe — bloodv  while  it  lasted. 

Lee,  in  his  Menudrs,  relates  the  tli rilling  story 
of  Colonel  W'ehister's  almost  miraculous  escape  in 
the  skirmish  f^' 

^'Tlie  P,ritisli  van  appeared,  and  after  a  halt  for  a  few 
niiurites  on  the  opposite  bank,  descended  the  hill,  ap- 
proaching the  water,  when,  receiving  a  lieav\-  hre  of 
musketry  and  rifles,  it  fell  back,  and  quickly  reascendiiig, 
was  rallied  on  the  niari^Mn  of  the  bank.  Here  a  field 
officer  rode  up,  and  in  a  lotid  voice  addressed  his  .soldiers, 
then  rushed  down  the  hill  at  their  head  and  plunged 
into  the  water,  our  fire  pouring  upon  hinn  In  the 
woods  occripied  b}'  the  riflenier^  stood  an  old  log  scliool- 

*Lee's  Memoir^,  p.  2n6. 
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house,  a  Utile  to  the  right . -f  th.  K.rd.  The  mud  stutied 
between  the  u.gs  had  luostly.  fallen  out  and  the  aperture, 
adnutted  the  u.e  uf  the  rifle  with  ease.  In  Lnis  nouse 
twcntv-five-:;,  select  n.arksnieu,  of  kings  Moniuaur 
ilitia.  were  posted  by  Lee,  with  orders  to  forego  t^^king 


an\-  part   ui 


lie    general  re^istar.ce.  but  to  hold  theni- 
'el'ves  in   reserve  fbr  any   particular  objects.      The  lead- 
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olrc--    oluno-ing   into  the   water,   attracted  general 
.Jicefand  the  school-lK>use  partv,  recollecting  its  order, 
singled  him  out  as  their  mark.      The  streanr  being  aeep 
;;nd  the  bottom  rugged,  he  advanced  slowly,  his  soldiers 
on  each  -de  of  him,  and  apparently  some  of  them  nodd- 
ing his   stirAip  leathers.      This  select  party  cischarged 
their  rides  at  him,  one  by  one,  each  man  sure  oi  knock- 
in^   him   over;  and  ha^  ing  reloaded,    eight  or   nine  ot 
them   emptied   their   guns   a  second    time   at  tne   sanie 
object       Strange  to  tell,  though  in  a  condition  so  peril- 
ous    himself  and   horse   were    untouched  ;    and  having 
crossed   the  creek,  he  soon    lornied   his   troops  ana  ad- 
vanced  upon  us. 

In  a  note  Coh:>iiel  Lee  says  : 

^•Th-    twentv-five    riflemen    were    reelected    for   their 
superi.  .r  excellence  a.  marksmen.      It  was  no  uncommon 
.uiu^ement  mnong  them  to  put  an  apple  uu  the  point  ot 
^   ramrod,  and   holding   it   in   the   hand,    with  the  arm 
extended    to  permit  their  comrades,  known  to  be  expert, 
to  fire  at  it,  when   manv  balls  would  pass  through  the 
apple;  and  vet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Webster,  mounted  on 
a  stout  hor.e,  m  point-blank  shot,  slowly  moxung  through 
a  deep  water-course,  was  singled  out  bv  this  party,  who 
fired   srnafn.   thirty- two   or  thirtv-three   times   at   him 
and  neither  struck  him  nor  hi^^  horse." 
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This  wonderful  escape  is  ^•ii]\'  eqiiajcd  b\"  that 
of  Washington  at  Braddock's  defeat.  It  seems 
niarveVions,  vet  v>'e  cannot  doubt  its  truth. 

Cornwallis  now  "withdrew  ironn  his  camp  on. 
the  Ahimanee  to  l^ells'  ^diVl.  on  Deep  River,"  not 
far  from  where  Janiestowii  now  is,  "with  the  reso- 
luti an  of  restoring-  bv  rest  tlie  strength  of  hds  troops, 
and  of  holding  it  up  for  that  decisive  dav  whicli, 
from  his  knowledge  of  th.e  character  of  liis  adver- 
sar.v.  he  was  assured  would  arrive  as  soon  as  he 
had  acquired  his  expected  reinforcements.''"' 

The  reinforcemerits,  approachir.g.  now  continued 
on  their  way  unmolested  and  reached  Greene's 
camp  at  Higli  Rock  Ford,  on  the  Haw  Ri\er,  on. 
Sundav,  Alarch  the  nth,  1781. v  This  was  onlv 
fotir  days  befoi'c  tlie  great  battle  at  Guilford  Cotirt- 
Hottse, 'which  T  will  attempt  to  describe  truthfull}- 
and  im.partially  in  the  succeediuig  chapter. 

*Lee's  Memoirs. 

tJohnson'.s  Life  of  Greene,  vol.  t,  p.  472. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

North  Carolinian,  .ith  ureene  at  tbe  B^Ulc  of  -  (^uiin..!  Court- 
Ho-c-'-Vir-inlans  ^^ilh  Plim-The  Troops  consatuUno  Hi. 
Re-ular  Armv-Tho  Xumh.r  auJ  Chav.icLcr  of  th.  1  roof, 
under  Co^^^valli^-I->■^s.r.ption  of  .h.  Ba.tle-Orouu.l-.D.scr.p- 
tinn  of  the  Battle -Defence  of  ihe  North  Carohna  M.hua- 
inciaent.and  Aueclotes-of  t.xe  Batth- -Re.ult.  of  the  battle 
in  it=  F'Tect  on  th^  Militarv  Hi^to^y  of  the  Country -Mr.  neu- 
ton-s  Revi.^vof  the  In.portauce  of  this  B  Utle-The  Precursor 
of  Yorkto^vn-The  Lesser  the  Father  of  the  Greater  Event. 

The  battle  of  GiiilK^-rd  Crvin-House,  fcjught  on 
Thursday,  March  the  15th,  17^1^  between  the 
Anieri.an  forces  under  Major  General  Xatha^iael 
Greene,  and  the  En.c^lish  forces  nnder  Lord  Corn- 
wallis.  was.  In  my  opinion,  second  in  its  resnlts  to 
no  battle  of  the  revolntionary  ^var.  It  was  the  only 
pitched  battle  fbn^ht  on  the  suil  of  North  Carolina, 
between  the  two  regnlar  contending  armies,  of  any 
ma^niitnde,  and  for  that  reason  is  more  conspicnous 
in  North  Carolina  history   than  any  other  event  of 

that  period. 

It  has  been  described  by  Tec  and  Campbell.  \  ir- 
ginians,  who  participated  m  it,  on  the  American 
side,  and  in  their  respective  narrati\-es  they  liave 
severely  rei^LCcted  on  the  condnct  of  the  North 
Carolina  militia,  who  formed  the  first,  or  front  line 
of  Greene's  armv,  and  received  the  cannonade  and 
first  fire  of  the  enemy.  General  Greene,  thongh 
abstaining  from  the  nse  of  harsh  langnage,  has 
adopted  that   acconnt  and  reported  the  militia  as 
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delinCiUeiil  in  dutv  in  tliL^  ti,L:;-hl;  and  lor  these  rea- 
sons Xortli  Carolinians,  wilhiout  ir.\'estigating  tiie 
correctness  of  these  statements,  or  considering  tiic 
source.-  wlicre  thic^"  originated,  or  reflecting  upon 
the  extennating,  if  not  the  ]ubtifving,circunistarices 
which  surrouncied  these  troops,  have  suffered  niorti- 
flcation  at  thds  supposed  dereliction  c>f  duty  on  tlic 
part  of  tlieir  fellow-citizens. 

These  statements  of  Lee  and  Campbell  have  been 
repeated  so  often,  and  have  been  so  greatly  exagger- 
ated hv  subsequent  historians,  especially  by  Johnson 
in  his  "  Life  of  General  Greene,''  that  it  seems  almost 
presumptuous  to  question  their  correctness.  It  is 
the  more  embarrassin.g  because  our  own  u'ritcrs 
ha\-e  carelessh'  fallen  into  this  beaten  track  of  error 
and  repeated  this  storv  litt-rally  from  others,  until 
we  are  coudemned  "'out  of  our  own  mouths."  I 
shall  nut,  however,  shrink  from  the  task  ot 
endeavorino- to  unfold  the  whole  truth  of  histor\', 
and  to  publish  important  fact'^  and  circumstances 
which  havf  either  been  intentionall\-  or  criminally 
suppressed  bv  tliese  liistorians.  who  have  gone  before, 
and  also  to  show  that  much  of  the  glory  of  this 
battle  belongs  to  other  classes  of  troops,  from  Xorth 
Carolina,  who  participated  in  it  and  wliose  identity, 
as  Xorth  Carolinians,  has  been  overlooked  by  histo- 
rians because  their  names  were  not  on  the  muster- 
rolls  of  the  reo^nlar  arniv,  and  v.'ho,  thouo'li  embodied 
as  Xorth  Carolina  soldiers,  were  fighting  under 
commanders  from  other  States. 

There  were  three  En.-^'lish  historians,  all  soldiers, 
participating  in  this  battle  on  the  side  ot  the  crown. 
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to-wit.  CoL>i]'.l  Tarletou,  Col'^nel  Stcdiiiaii  and 
vSero^caiit  L:ini]>,  ulio  have  given  their  aocouiit  of 
tlie  strug-yle.  Thieir  testinioiiv  is  eiititled  to  respect, 
espvcialh'  that  of  Stedirian,  whose  fairness  and 
hoiiest\'  is  adnaitted  l:)\'  American  historians. 

Tliere  is  anotlier  source  oi  information,  open 
to  LIS  in  ihiC  cotemporarieons  literature  of  tliat  day, 
written  by  the  soldiers  engaged  in  tlie  battle,  nianv 
of  them  afterwards  distingnished  in  cluircli  and 
state,  and,  last  (d  all,  is  tradition,  connng  dov;n  to 
ns  from  trnstA\-orthy  sources.  We  ma\' add  to  this 
positive  testinion\-,  the  natural  evidence  which  is 
alwa\-s  truthful  an.d  cannot  be  neglected  bv  an}' 
reasonable  tribunal  investigating  truth. 

To  all  these  sources  of  information  1  shall  appeal 

for  truth,  and  for  jtistice  to   North  Carolina,  v\'ith 

the  confidence  tliat  ver\-  much,  if  not  all.  the  odiitni 

attached  to  Iter  militia  will   vaiush  avv'av,  an.d  that 

the   lionorable  part   borne  bv   her  other  vohmteer 

troops,  in   this   battle,  shall  be  estalDlished  bevond 

cavil  or  dotd3t. 

On  the    loth  day  of   March,    17S1,   on   Sattirda}' 

before  the  battle,  (icneral  Greene  wrote  to  Governor 

Jefferson,  of  X'irginia,  as  follows: 

''Ever)'  dd\-  has  filled  me  with  hopes  of  an  augmen- 
tation of  in\'  force  ;  tlie  iniHtin  ha\'e  flocked  in  from 
various  quarters,  but  tlic_\'  come  and  go  in  such  irregidar 
bodies  that  I  c:ui  make  no  calculation  on  the  strength  of 
m\-  arm)-,  or  direct  any  future  operations  that  can  insure 
nie  success.  At  this  time  I  have  not  abo\-e  Soo  (3r  900 
of  them  in   the  field.      Vet  there   lia\-e  been   npv.\irds  of 
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5000  in  motion  v.\  the  c:~'ru"<e  ot  four  week?.  A  force, 
flnctuaiiiiL':  in  thi.-^  numiier,  can  promise  bnl  slender 
hopes  of  success  a,:.;ainst  an  t.-neni\-  in  hiij:h  discipime, 
and  madie  formi:lcd)ic  by  t!:e  snfK'rionty  01  their  num- 
bers. Hitiserto  I  ha\-e  been  oblij^'cd  tc)  effect  that  by 
finesse  whicli  I  dare  not  attempt  \)\  force.  1  know  thic 
peofde  ha\'c  been,  in  anxi-jiis  sns[ieti>e,  \vaitinL,^  thie  e\'ent 
of  a  general  action.  Ihii  let  the  consequence  be  wliat 
it  ma\",  ni3tl)ing  shal'I  hurr\'  me  into  a  micasuire  th.at  is 
not  suggested  h\  prudence,  or  dictated  b>'  tlie  interests 
of  the  Southern  department. 

■'General  Caswell  is  on  his  way  witli  a  c<)nsidera])le 
force  of  the  Carolina  rriilitia  ;  and  Colonel  Campbell,* 
with  the  \'irginia  regulars,  T  expect,  will  be  up  in  a  lew 
davs.  Wlien  this  force  arrives,  1  trust  I  shall  be  able  to 
prescribe  the  limits  of  the  enem\'bs  depredations,  and  at 
leasi  dispose  of  tlit  nvDiy  in  sucJi  ct  Diainrcr  ns  to  iuann- 
ber  Jii)n  zcit/i  a  iiunihor  of  icotoitu  a  })ie)iyi 

From  this  we  learn  tliat  the  militia  with  Greene 
had  recently  been  as  riiany  as  50C.0  at  one  time,  of 
which  nnniber  there  were  less  tiian  icoe^.  \hrgini;ins. 

The  ''/o7c.:,y,s7'''  to  which  Greene  alludes  was  get- 
ting rid  of  mounted  r.iilitia,  who,  Greene  alleged, 
consumed  rhe  forage  of  tiie  country  and  made  it 
difficult  to  stipport  his  ca\-alry.  For  dispensing 
with  this  class  of  troops,  who,  from  h^ng  custom  in 
that  kind  of  warihre,  were  active,  rapid  and  vigi- 
lant, besides  being  hardy  and  courageous,  General 
Greene   has   been   severely   censured.      His    whole 

*Richar'I  Campbell. 

tjohnson'i.  Life  of  Greene,  vol.  t,  p.  473. 
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cMrrespoiideiice  shows  iti  what  low  esteem  he  lield 
tlie  citizen  sohlierv,  and  witli  what  distrust  h.e 
looked  upon  tlieni.  T-Te  seems  to  have  made  one 
exeeption,  if  joh.iison  is  correct.  This  was  General 
Pickeris"  command  of  Xortli  Carolinian.s,  "on  whc'Se 
services  lie  conld  depend  tn^m.  dav  to  da\'."" 

But  it  seems,  that  on  tinat  loth  da\-  of  March, 
tliere  v.-ere  still  8cu  or  900  militia  witli  General 
Greene,  and  as  the  \"irg'inia  reinforcements  liad  riot 
reached  his  camp,  and  tliose  who  were  with  liim  at 
Halifax  had  remaiuLed  behind.'-'  it  is  to  l)e  presumed 
that  nearlv  it  n(';t  quite  all  of  these  militia  were 
Xortfi  Carolin.ians.  These  were  the  irienfleft  after 
Gentral  Greene  had  gotten  rid  of  the  *' nnjunted 
militia  '"  b\"  tu/rssr,  and  were  no  donl)t  hardv 
infantry  and  followed  the  k'rtunes  of  the  American 
couunander  to  Guilford  Court-House,  though  lie 
crives  no  riaiu.cs  oi  these  (ifticers,  and  no  riiuster-rolls 
show  who  they  were.  Tliey  were  arj.  unknown 
factor  iu.  that  iuiportant  conflict  of  arms. 

Occasionally  we  can  get  glimpses  of  facts  in  tlie 
A-olnr:iinous  pages  of  Johnson,  who  had  access  to 
all  the  papers  of  General  Greene,  which  throw 
Tuucli  light  on  the  number  and  character  and  indi- 
\'iduality  of  the  troops  engaged,  though  his  con- 
clusions are  so  paradoxical  that  we  cannot  trust  to 
their  correctness.  \\'e  can  only  gather  together 
isolated  facts,  from  here  and  there,  and  draw  from 
them  our  own  inferences.  From  Johnson's  account 
of  the  battle   one  would   infer  that  there   were   no 

■^Jo'Hi.son,  vol.  1,  p.  471. 


North  Carolina  troops  present  except  the  two 
brigades  of  militia  under  Butler  and  Eaton,  which 
reached  Greene  on  the  nth  of  ^[arcli,  and  that 
these  ran  without  tiring  a  shot.  This  is  the  absurd 
and   aibitrarre  assertion  which,  lie  makes. 

I  siiall  now  extract  the  real  truth,  or  very  much 
of  it,du  regard  to  the  North  Carolina  troops  in  this 
battle,  from  John:^un>  uwn  statements'  made  else- 
wdiere,  and  disconnected  with  the  battle. 

In  his  account  ui   the   battle  of  Hobkirk's   Hill, 
fought  the   25th  day  of  April,  i7Si,he   uses  this 
'lano-uaee: 


''The  unlv  militia  force  then  with  tlie  army  consisted 
of  2^4  North  Carolmiau.s  150  of  these,  under  Colonel 
Read,  had  joined  Greene  soo;/  a/lcr  he  crossed  ihf  Daii, 
and  had  jaitJitully  adhord  to  Jiivi  /mn;  iJiat  ti))io.  The}- 
were  voluuU^ys.  men  of  the  fii\^t  rcspcctahHity^  and  niucii 
might  have  been  expected  of  them  in  action.''-^ 

Honorable  George  Davis,  of  Wilmington,  kindly 
furnishes  me  the  following  sketch  of  Colonel  James- 
Read  : 

'^WiLMiXGTox,  X.  C  February  9th,  1SS8. 
"  Hox.  D.  ScriF.xcK,  Grefu shorn,  X.   C.  : 

'OIv  Dear  Sir:— -It  affords  me  pleasure  to  <:{ive  you 
what  mea.!.,^re  information  I  possess  about  Colonel  James 
Read,  of  the  Continental  arniv,  who  was  my  great-uncle, 
the  brother  of  my  maternal  grandmother.  He  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Armagh,  IreUmd.  but  at   what  time,  and 

■Vol.  2,  p.  77. 
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\vheii  he  eiiiis^ratcd  tu  Xddi  Carolina,  I  do  not  know. 
From  the  fact  that  lie  th.ren  liirnse'f  ea.rl\-  and  h.L^artily 
into  tlie  patriot  canso,  \  infer  t'nat  lie  must  have  been 
here  h-onie  \"ears  befote  tlie  re\-ohation- — h:)ng  enongh  to 
ha\-e  identified  hhnscdf  thoronglih-  with  our  cunntr}-  and 
people.  On  tlic  Till  ofjrdv,  1776,  lie  was  connnissiuiied 
a  Lieutenarit  ;  ar^d  on  tlie  8th  day  of  jrd\',  1777,  a  Cap- 
tain in.  the  I  St  Regiment  of  Xorth  Caroliria  troops,  coni- 
nianded  b}"  Cole)tiel,  afterwards  (general,  Jame^  l\b.)ore.  I 
have  no  account  of  his  military  ser\'ices,  bc\-ond  what  is 
related  in  McRee's  Life  o\  Iredell,  vol.  i,  pages  494, 
499.  504.  545.  546.  Tie  v--as  with  Greene  at  Guilford 
Court-House  and  Hobkirk's  Hill,  and  was  repuited  to 
have  behaved  well  on  both  occasion.s.  .\fter  the  war  he 
stoutly  opposed  tlie  adoption  of  th.e  Federal  Constitution 
hv  Xorth  Carc.diuia,  and  so  drevv-  upon  himself  the 
animadversion  of  Archibald  Alaclaine.  (Life  of  Iredell, 
vol.  2,  p.  219.) 

''In  17S5,  under  an  act  of  the  General  Assenibl}'  passed 
in  17S4,  Colonel  Read  was  appointed,  under  the  autliorit}- 
of  the  vSt;ite,  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Brunsv;ick,  v.diich 
p>osition  he  held  r.ntll  the  adoption.  b\-  this  State  of  the 
Federal  Con.stitutii.'U,  when  that  office  was  superseded 
by  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  In  1790,  Wil- 
mingt(jn  was  made  the  port  of  entrv  for  the  Cape  Fear, 
and  lie  was  appoin.ted  Collector  of  tliat  port  b}-  President 
Washington.  This  office  he  held  until  his  death  in  1S02 
or  1S03.  He  li\-ed  and  died  in  W'llntington.  He  was 
never  married.  Colonel  Read  had  no  relatives  in  this 
countr\',  except  liis  \-onng  sister  Sarah,  whom  he  brought 
over  from  Ireland,  and  wlio  married  my  grandfather, 
Joseph  Eagles.  He  had  a  brother,  Andrew  Read,  wlio 
was  a  Colonel  in  the   British   army,  bu.t   he  never  ser\-ed 
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ill  Ainenca.  I'lit  was  statioi^cd  in   India,  vdiere   lie   died 
wii-hout  issue/' 

Greene  recrussed  the  Dan  the  23d  of  February, 
and  the-e  men  ioined  l:ini  ''soon  alter."  The\- 
were  "volunteers/'  not  militia,  and  men  ot  the 
"first  respectability'^  and  liad  "ihithfnlly  adhered 
to  Greened'  and  bevond  question  weie  in  the  battle 
at  Guilford  Conrt-House;  but  the  account  of  that 
battle,  by  either  Johnson,  ur  Lee,  may  be  searched 
in  vain  for  anv  mention  of  these  "faithinl  volun- 
teers/; 

Here,  then.,  we  have  15c,  a^  a  remnant  of  Read's 
volunteers:  in  all  probability  tliey  numbered  20G 
at  the  battle  of  Gnilford  Court-Honsc. 

At  another  place'-''  we  are  ir^f  nnned  that  on  the 
2^th  dav  of  Feln-uary.  the  day  of  "  Pyle's  defeat," 
Pickens'  command  was  reinhn-eed  by  "two  detach- 
ments of  ICO  each  under  }viajors  Winston  and 
Armstrong/'  both  of  North  Carolina.  Here  then, 
were  200  more  Xorth  Carolina  "volunteers" 
vsdio  ioined  the  American  forces  and  "adhered 
faiihfullv  to  Greene."  Draper,  in  liis  bio.oTaphy 
of  Major  Winston,  says  positively  that  he  "shared 
in  the  battle  of  Gnilford. "v 

Maior  Whnsion  v/as  conspicuous  for  his  bravery 
at  Kinir'^  Mon.ntain,  and  led  the  van  of  the  attack 
on  the  rear  of  the  hill.      He  was  a  member  of  Con- 

o-ress   from  North   Carolina   in  1793,  and  again  in 

*s 

*^ Volume  T,  p.  455. 

t'e;n-\^  Mountain  and  Its  ITeroes,  p.  455- 
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i8ov      He    lived'   nerir     Gennantnwn,     in  _  Stokes 

-    •>•    1  ;,,  T<^'    Ip-^-iii'^-  a  lar^'e  taiuilv.'" 
Countv,  aiicl  aiecl  m  i.^-h  ie...in,,  ^^  ^^'^,^  - 

It  w  not  onlv  true   tliat  these   ritlenieu  ox   burry 
,vere  pre:^ent,  but  they  Nvere  the   very  hist  to   leave 
the   held,  after.  Tarl.tou's  final    ehar-e  whieti   ais- 
p.vsed  the  Anierieau  ti.rces  on  the  left;   hu"  m  tnat 
charo-e-Talliaferi-o,  of  Surry,  wa.  hilled,  and  Jesse 
Fnnddin,  pftei-Avards   Ih.vernur  of  North.  Carolina 
and  United  States  Senator  from  this  State,  made  a 
verv  narro^v  escape.      The  narrative  ot  these  ocenr-_ 
rences  is   -iven   hv   Carulhers,  in  his  bketehes  o^ 
XortH  Carolina,  second  series,  upon  the  authority  or 
the  present  jud^e  Jesse  Franklin  Graves,  a  grand- 
son  of  Govirnor   Franklin,  than  whom   no   oetter 
man  or  purer  Judge  now  adorns  the  bench  of  the 

'>  Old  Xoith  State."  ^    ^ 

lu  -Tarletou's  Campaigns,"  page  320,  we  hnci 
the  othcial  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  111 
the  battle  of  (Guilford,  bv  Otho  Williams,  Deputy 
Adjuant  General.      It  contains  this  statement : 

-The  Xorth  Carolina  cavalry;  commancied  by 
the  Marquis  Bretiguv,  lost  one  man  killed  and  one 
ntan  wounded."  We  learn  elsewheret  that  this 
company  consisted  of  40  men.  _ 

From"  Colonel  James  ^dartin^s  application  for  a 
pension  under  the  act  of  1S32,  we  learn  tliat  _h is 
force  about  200  strong,  joined  Greene  at  Guillord 
Court-House  on  the  lOth  February,  and  that  about 
100  of  them  were  still  with  Greene  at  the  battle. 

nVheeler's  History,  vol.  2,  p.  I49- 
jGonlon's  History,  vol.  4-  P-  54- 
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Ruinsav,  in  his  Annals  of  Tennessee,  page  2^!, 
also  says  that  '^  in  response  to  Greene's  earnest 
entreaties,  a  few  of  the  pior.eers  of  Tenn.essee  were 
under  Greene's  eoniniand  at  tlie  hotly-eontested 
battle  of  Guilfc^rd  Conri-IIonse." 

''These    riien.    were    un.der   Charles    Robertson,' 
and  were  all  Xorth  Carolinians.      They  numbered 
peril aps  tco  n.ien;. 

To  sum  up  the  organized  ^"volunteer''  force  ol 
Xorth  Carolinians,  in  the  Battle  of  Guilford  Court- 
House,  of  whom  no  official  report  gives  any  account, 
we  ha.ve  the  f-d  lowing: 

Colonel  Read's  men,  -  -  2c")0 

}dajor  josepli  Winston's  men,         -      ico 
Major  Arnr^trong,      -         -         -  ^oo 

Forbis'  men  from  Guiltord,    -  -      100 

Sevier's  men  un.der  Robertson,  -  100 

Total,         -----     600  men. 
Add  to  these  the  Xorth  Carolina 

cavalrv,  _  .  -  -  40  men. 

Arid  we  have  a  total  o'"  -  -  -     640 

Xorth  Carolina  volunteers  who  were  in  this 
battle,  besides  the  icco  militia  who  joined  Greene 
on  the  iith  day  of  March.  The  failure  of  Lee,  in 
bis  Memoirs,  or  Campbell  in.  his  letter. ^-^  to  mention 
these  troops  or  their  organizations,  or  the  absence 
of  their  names  from  the  official  report,  are  scarcely 
to  be   considered  as   evidence  against   my  position, 

-Ciibl.^"  Doc.  His.  ,  tSsD  p.   f.>9. 


o  ^. 


as  bnit  few  persons  are  iiieiitiniiecl  i'.i  tlie  ofhcial 
report,  excep^t  tliose  on  tlie  muster-rolls  of  tlie  annv. 
It  is  as  well  estaljlislicd  that  Tlioiiias  Watkins. 
with  a  militia  company  of  drag'oons,  from  Prince 
Edward.  \drg;nia,  was  present  at  this  battle,  as  it 
is  that  Lee's  Legion  Avas  tliere,'-'  and  yet  this  troop 
of  A\'atkins  is'  nowliere  mention.ecl  b\'  Lee  or 
Campbell,  or  in  Greene's  ofhcial  report.  .  It  is  also 
well  estriblished  that  A\'atkins'  dragoons  did  g"allant 
ser\"iee  in.  tlie  charge  on  the  Guards,  arid  remained 
to  cover  Lrreene's  retreat  after  Lee  liad,  without 
orders,  left  the  field. f 

I  think  it  but  fair  to  infer  fronn  Greene's  letter  of 
the  lotli  of  February,  when  all  his  forces  had 
rejoined  the  main  a-'uiy,  that  the  "  8go  or  gco" 
militia,  as  he  ten'ned  them,  included  the  600  whom 
Yv-e  have  been  able  to  trace  directly  to  him,  and 
that,  in  fact,  instead  of  6co.  there  were  "LSco  or 
QGo"  Xorth  Caroliria  volunteers,  select,  good  infan- 
try, who  rer.iained  with  Greene  after  the  '^  mounted 
in.faiitr\-'"   iiad  left.;!; 

The  brigade  of  Xtirth  Carolinians  under  Pickens 
were  not  in  the  battle  of  GuiL'ord.  Their  term  of 
service  en.ded  on  the  3d  of  March,  but  they  remained 
a  few  da\"S  hoping  to  joiu  in  a  general  battle,  and 
at  last.  b\-  General  Greene's  order,  they  marclied, 
in  companies,  for  Rowan,  Mecklenburg  and  Lincoln, 
where  they  were  directed,  should   occasion  require, 

*l*"oote's  Sketches  of  yirgitiia,  ist  series,  p.  403. 
tjohnson,  vol.  2,  p.  20. 
tjohnson,  vol.  i,  p.  4.70. 
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to  eiiibcclv   a;^-ciiri-,  aiid   hang  on   tlie   tlaiiks   of  tbc 
ciiemy   it    he   retreated   in    tliat   direction.      There 
were,    however,    a    nuriiher  of  individuals    ot    this 
Xorthi  Carolina  brigade,  vAu)  remained  for  the  ba^th:- ; 
anione^  them    Abrarn    Forney,  of  Lincohi  C(;unty. 
ancestor  of  the  present  Judge  Shipp,  and  of  General 
Robert   D.    Tohns<;.n    an.d  Captain  J.  F.  Johnson,  oi 
Birriiingiiam,    Alabamai,    late    of    Cb:arlotte,    N.    C. 
Abrani    F'ornev    was   an    old    Indian    and    frontier 
fig-hter  and  could  not  endure  the   idea   of  m.issing 
his  favorite  pastime.      He  u-as  on  the  front  line  and 
hred  until  the  poirit  of  the  British  ba^'onet  was  too 
close  for  furtlier  amusement.     There  were  others, 
of  that  :\lecklerT)urg  and  Lincoln  Legion,  v/ho  were 
with    Forne\-,    but    1    cannot   gather   tlieir   names. 
There  were  also   nxnin.v  individual   riflemen   ot   the 
surrour.ding    country     wlio,  as     soon     as     Greene 
advanced  to  Guilford   Court-House,  repaired  to  tht: 
"shooting-match,"   as  they  designated.it;   some  ot 
these  we  may  mention  by  nan^.e  in  subsequent  pages. 
It   has   been    previously    stated   that   the   North 
Carolina   militia    who   joined    General    Greene    at 
High  Rock  Ford  (or  Troublesome  Creek,  according 
to  General  Grah.am),  consi-tcd  of  two  brigades   oi 
500  men  each.      The  aggregate,  however,  was  1060. 
The  one  was  un.der  Brigadier  General  John  Butler,  of 
Orange  Countv,  one  of  the  old  Regulators,  who  had 
adhered  to  his  ideas  of  resistance  to  tyranny,  from 
Alamance,    in   A.Iay   1771,  to  that  time.      He  had 
been  in  arms  from  the  beginning  of  the   war  and 
had   recently   been   at   Gates'    defeat   and    escaped 
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caplure.      He  is  represented  as  a  man  of  -reat  cour- 
ac4  and   much   force  of  character.      He   Nvas   very 
P^puhir    with    his    neighbors     and    retained     their 
respect  bv  his  lionest  and  straightforward  deahngs 
with  them.      There  was  nn  time  during  the  revoiu- 
tionarv  war  when  th.  name  of  General  Butler  was 
not  c.mspicnous  iu  Xorth  Carolina,  as  a  patriot  ana 
soldier.      He  ne^  er  laid  down   his  arms  until  inde- 
pendence was  declared  and  won.      The  militia  who 
served   under  him  at  Gnilford   Court-House   were 
from  Orange,  Granville  and  Guilford  counties. 

GenerarThoma.  Eaton,  who  commandeci  the 
other  bngade,  had  been  prominent  in  the  civil  and 
political  service  of  the  State.  In  i775  ^e  ^vas  one 
of  the  councillors  of  tlie  Provisional  Government 
in  Xorth  Carolina,  of  which  Cornelius  Harnett  was 

the   'Miead."''  , 

In  1776  he  was  Colonel  of  a  battalion  ot   militia 

and  was' ordered  out  tu  repel  a  threatened  invasion 

bv    Sir   Henrv    Clinton,  on   the    Cape  Fear.v     He 

■    was   at   the   battle   ni   Briar  Creek,  under   General 

Ashe.  March  the   3d,  i779<  -^'^^^  narrowly  escaped 

""^  Iu\he  -  Lifo  and  Times  of  IredellT;  ^^e  find  this 
anecdote  about  him: 

-Eaton  (afterwards  General)  wa.^  at  Briar  Creek.     He 
had  a  very  small  f.ot  ar.d  wore  a  boot  of  unusual  huish 

*Moore's  History,  vol.  i,  p.  197- 
fMoore's  History,  vol.  i,  p.  215. 
;Vol.  I,  p.  40!^,  note. 
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and  neatness.  In  the  liable  of  liis  fli;^lit  he  left  his  boots 
behind  ;  thev  uvre  recognized  and  jnireiiased  of  a  soldier 
by  Coloncd  John  ILunilton,  who  afterwards  connn:inded 
a'reginient  of  loyalists  in  the  British  service.  After  rhe 
w-ar!  at  a  dinner  parte  at  Willie  joncs\  Colonel  Hannlton, 
widi  some  good-luunored  railler\ ,  prt^duced  the  boots 
and  passed  them  to  their  f(_>ra!er  owner,  who,  greatly 
incensed,  threw  them  across  the  table  at  Hamilton's 
liead/' 

General  Eaton  was  the  ancestor  of  tlie  late 
HonoraWe  William  Haton,  ,of  Warren  County, 
Attorney  General  of  the  State. 

The  ao-o-reg-ate  of  the  Xorcli  Carolina  troops  wdio 
were  in  the  battle  of  Ckiilford  Conrt-House  was, 
approximately,  1700;  of  all  arms. 

We  shall  now  endeavor  to  ascertain  tlie  troops 
from  \'irginia.  ontside  of  the  regtilars,  who  composed 
the  army  of  General  Greene. 

On  the  25th  day  of  February,  after  the  ^'Hack- 
ing- Match,"  as  Pyle's  defeat  was  called,  Johnson 
says:'-'  - 

''But  notwdth.standing  the  approach  of  darkness,  the 
American  commar.der  resolved  not  to  rest  until  he  had 
thrown  himself  between  Tarleton  and  the  approaching 
reinforcemer.ts.  I-or  this  purpose  the  detachment  was 
ordered  to  proceed,  and  a  place  of  encampment  being 
selected,  three  miles  in  advance  of  the  British  party, 
Pickens  halted  for  the  night  and  made  every  arrange- 
ment   for  attacking  the    enemy  by  the  break  of    day. 

*Vol.  T,  p.  4,S5- 
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Never  \vas  there  :\  nu)re  'or::inate  step  taken  tlian  this; 
for  one  n.iile  Ijevond  tlie  American  eucanipuiLiit,  Color.el 
Preston"  (of  Xhri^iuiai,  ^' with  300  respectable  followers, 
had  lialted  ibr  the  nii^ht,  and  at  small  intervals  beyond 
him  were  two  otlier  snuiU  detachments  ot  about  mo 
each,  niider   IMajois  WiriSton  and  Arnrstronc;'. " 

Colonel  William  Caiiipbell,  of  Washington 
Conniy,  Virginia,  did  not  r.rrive  at  the  camp  oi 
Pickens,  in  Gnilford  Conn.ty,  near  Alamance,  nntil 
about  the  3d  of  Marcli.  rie  was  on.  his  vray  tlie 
2>th  of  F'ebruary,  as  we  learn  by  the  iollowing 
letter  from  Martin  Armstrong  to  him: 

' '  F  H  i-: Rl"  A  R\'  2  5 T H ,  I  7  8 1 . 
"DnAR  Colonkl: — Yesterday  I  had  an  express  from 
Colonel  Locke's  cannp;  he  is  at  the  High  Rock  Ford  on 
Haw  River  ;  General  I'ickens  is  near  Hillsboro,  and  bv 
this  tnne  considerable  strong;  General  Greene  on  his 
march  towards  the  enemy,  with  a  nnmber  of  tlie  Virginia 
militia  and  regulars;  General  Ibitler,  with,  the  Orange 
district  militia,  lies  below  Hill-borough,  and  by  every 
intelligence,  the  en,em\-  are  penned  n,p  in  that  tov.ai.  It 
is  generallv  supp(^sed  that  a  reinforcement  is  on  ns 
march  to  the  assistance  of  the  British  ;  n/n-  pcoph  arc 
o-al/iCT!!!!;  from  d/i  <//iaiicrs,  and  the  enemy's  pickets  are 
cor.stantbv-  harassed  by  our  reconnoitering  parties.  The 
arrival  of  N'onr  troops  wondd  add  \  igor  to  ns  and  discour- 
ao-e  the  enem\-,  who,  no  doubt,  luive  heard  of  >  our  bemg 
on  your  march  towards  them.  Prav  send  bacK  this 
express  as  quick  as  possible.  I  shall  endeavor  to  have 
some  meat  for  \ou  at  Bethabara  ;  meal  and  corn  }ou  can 
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have  a  pleuLv',  ]:iv.>.  uieat  is  scarce.  Ho-vcscr,  I  shall  tr\' 
111}-  best.  TbJs  (lay  Colonel  PresLori,  I  tl'.iiik,  will  join 
General  Pickens:  if  any  extraordiiiars'  n^-ws  comes  to 
hand  before  xoa  arri\e  at  Ikthaliara,  I  shall  let  \'Oii 
know  by  another  express. 

■*'I  am,  in  h.aste,  sii,  }onr  hmnble  servant, 

' '  M A RTix  Arm^trox<:; . ' ' 

Lee,  iu  relating  the  clash  of  Coruv.allis  on  the 
6tli  of  ^^Nlarcli.  says: 

"The  left  of  onr  liglit  troops  was  composed  of  militia 
who  had  lately  joined  nnder  Colonel  Campbell,  e'lie  of 
tlie  heroes  of  King's  Muuntair.,  relieving  Brigadier 
Pickens  and  t!ie  corps  who  had  so  faitlifulh'  adherod  to 
General  Greene  dnrin.g  th.e  trying  scenes  jnst  passed. 
Campbeirs  men  were  part  of  th.e  conquerors  ol  p-ergiison  ; 
better  snited,  as  has  been  before  observed,  for  the  field 
of  battle  tlian  for  the  secnrit\-  of  camp.  In  this  qnarter, 
through  some  remissness  in  the  gnards,  and  concealed 
bv  the  fog,  Lientenant  Colontl  Webster,  commanding 
the  Britisli  \-an,  approached  close  before  h.e  was  discov- 
ered."* 

Johnson,  relating  the.  junction  of  Colonel  AX'illiain 
Campbell  with  Greene's  army,  states  :t 

''The  gallant  Colonel  Campbtll,  wlio  had  promised  a 
reinforcement  of  one  tht.aisand  hardy  tnonntaineers, 
flushed  with  the  capture  of  an  entire  army  on  King's 
IMountain,  had,  ab}iost  desperate  zciih  mortification^ 
presented  himself  ivith  only  sixty  fiolloiversy 

*Lee's  Memoi'-?,  p.  265.  fjohusou,  vol.  r,  p.  469. 
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The  reason  U>v  tliis  cllsappohitnicnt  Nvas,  that  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  insti^raled  by  British  emissaries, 
had  suddenlv  appeared  on  the  western  tronticrs, 
a..d  ahnost  eVerv  available  man  of  that  portion  ot 
the  State  was  called  oiA  to  repel  the  invasion. 

This  fact,  too,  accounts  for  the  absence  ot  Sevier's 
and  Shelbx  's  men,  who  were  enga-ed  in  the  same 
service.  These  latter  spared  a  company,  under 
Robertson,  for  General  Greene,  as  we  liave  seen. 

It  IS  worthy  of  observatiuu  that,  though  Campbell 
broi\-ht  fewer  men  to  the  field  than  any  other 
leader,  he  i.  made  one  of  the  most  conspicuous 
ficrures  in  the  battle.  His  reputation  was  made  by 
commanding  leaders  subordinate  to  him  m  raiih, 
and  all  his  command  was,  h:>r  convenience  ot  narra- 
■  ti\e,  called  ''CampbeiVs  Corps/' 

The    next    volunteer   corps    of    \hrginia    was    a 

battalion  of  ritlemen  nnder  Colonel  Charles  Lynch. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  in  Johnson    or   Lee, 

who  give  particulars,  or  in  any  general  history,  an 

estimate  of  their  number. 

In  a  note,  p.  260,  Lee  says:  -  Colonel  Lynch  haa 
lately  ioined,^ommauding  one  of  the  battalions  ()f 
Virginia  militia  which'  arrived"  (on  the  nth 
}.LarVh!  -under  Brigadier  Lawson;'  and  Johnson 
says  thev  were  all  volunteers  and  riflemen.  It  may 
be  safe  to  estimate  them  between  one  and  two  hun- 
dred men,  sav  150. 

This  was  the  Colonel  Charles  Lynch  who  gave 
the  name  of  ^  Lynch  law''  to  the  summary  punish- 
ment of  violent  and  desperate  criminals. 
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He  \\":is  of  Oii:iker  descent  and  an  ardent  AX'hig; 
he  folded  up  liis  non-e<inibat;inL  principles  wlien 
tlie\-  wei'e  in  the  way  oT  his  patiiotie  innpulses.  tie 
inflicted  tiiese  iriinishnients  L^cncraily  on  tlie  wor^-t 
class  of  Tories;  but  to  liis  cliaracter  for  nierc\-,  be 
it  said,  he  did  not  take  Imman  life.  In  Judge 
Lvncli's  con.rt  tliere  generally  sat  as  associates 
Robert  Adams  and  Tli^niias  Calloway,  and  an  old 
song   comnieniurating    th.eir  judgments   ran    tlius  : 

•'Ilnrrali  for  Colonel  T,\  ucii,  Caplaiii  Dob  and  Calloway, 
Tliev  never  lunied  a  I'ory  loose 
Tntil  ne  shouted  liberty." 

Colonel  lv\'neh  died  C)ctober  29th,  1796,  aged  60 
years/" 

There  was  a  company  of  militia  dragoons  irom 
Prince  Hd\vard  Country,  \"irginia,  commanded  by 
Thomas  W'atkin.s,  with  Lieutenants  Philemon  IIol- 
comb,  Charles  vScott,  and  Samuel  X'enable,  and 
among  the  priyates  was  the  giarit  Peter  Francisco, 
long  the  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  House  ot  Bur- 
gesses in  X'irginia.  The^'  did  gallant  seryice,  as 
we  shall   see.      Tlie\-  perhaps   numbered   50  men.t 

The  militia  of  \hrginia  which  joined  Greene  on 
the  nth  March,  and  constituted  the  brigades  of 
Steyens  and  Law.-.on,  has  been  yariously  estimated. 
Gordsm  fixes  the  number  at  ib93,i  Johnson,  who 
underrates  the  number  of  Greene's  forces  of  e\-ery 

"■Robert  Carroll  in  Chica;.:;o  hitey-C^ccan. 
tFoote's  Sketches  of  yiry,inia,  first  series,  p.  403. 
:|:Gordon.  vol.  4,  p.  54- 
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Tlie  aea're'^ation  of  \'irginia  forces  iiiider  Greene, 

outside  of  tlie  reiru^^^''  'irmy,  is — 

Colonel  Wdlliaui  Preston's  comniaucl,  300 

Colonel  William  Campbell's  command,  60 

Colonel  Charles  La-ucIi's  command,    -  150 

Watkins'  dra^^oons,.         -          -          -          "  0'^ 

Viro^inia  militia,           -          -          -          "  ^o93 


Total,       -----  2253 

Greene's  reomlar  troops  were  as  follows: 
\'irginia   brigade,  two  regiments,    under  Colo- 
nel Greer,  and  Lieutenant  ColonelHawes,      778 
commanded  by  Gen.Huger  of  South  Carolina. 
Two  .Maryland  regiments  of  regulars,    under 
Lieutenant    Colonel    Howard    and    Colonel 
Ford,  forming  a  brigade    under   Othu  \\  il- 
lianis,    to   which  were    attached  Kirkwood's 
Delawares,    the    remnant    brought  off  from 
Gates'  defeat,  in  all         -         -         -         -         630 
The  artillery  consisted  of  four  14)  six-pounders 
under      Captain     Anthony    vSiugleton     and 
Lieutenant  Kmley,  with  sixty  matrossest 
from  \'irginia  and  ^laryland. 
Lee's  cavalry,  -  -  -  -  ■  /5 

Washington's  cayalry,         -  -  -  -  9° 

Lee's  infantry,         -----  ^^2 

Total,  -  -  -  -  -  -       17 15 


60 
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These  are  tlic  figures  of  Johnson  as  to  thie  rci.ni- 
lars,  wliich.  I  suspect,  are  too  snialh 

To  make  a  suniiriarv  of  Greerie's  forces,  \vc  have 
North  Carolinians,         .  _  _  -      j-qo 

\'irp:inians,'        -  -  -  -  -  2253 

Reg-i;hir  army,       -  -  -  -  -      1715 

Totah  -  -        .-  -       ,-  565s 

In  my  opinion,  this  is  more  probably  under  the 
true  figures  tlian  over  it,  as  there  vere  so  manv 
irregular  troops,  goir^g  and  coming,  tliat  it  is  impos- 
sible to  locate  them  at  anv  one  place. 

Turrxing  to  tlie  camp  of  Cornvallis  at  Eeihs 
Mill,  on  Deep  River,  I  vili  endeavor  to  ascertain 
the  number  and  character  of  tlie  troops  composing 
the  British  army,  though  I  tirid  it  a  most  difficult 
and  complex  problem  to  solve.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  can  do  better  than  condense  the  argument  in  the 
words  of  Juhnson_  :'"' 

"It  's  no  eas}'  imderLn,king  to  determine  the  number 
of  men  brough?  b_\-  the  enen]_\"  into  tlie  battle  of  Guilford. 
The  assertion  of  bord  Cornwallis  that  tliey  amounted  to 
only  1360  is  sneered  at  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  not 
even  contended  for  h\  the  British  historians.  It  is  an 
unfortunate  fact,  for  the  support  of  this  assertion,  that  he 
admits  a  loss  of  more  than  500  killed  and  wounded,  arid 
yet  admits  a  total  on  the  ist  of  April  of  1723.  Deduct 
from  this  number  Hamilton's  loval  regiment,  which 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  the  action,  and  there 
will  still  remain  more  than  2000  exclusive  of  the  artillery. 

*Vol.  2,  pp.  3-4. 
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It   is  also   observable  thai  Coluiicl  Tavieton  admits  his 
cavalrv  to   liave   anioinittni   to    200,  and    yet    the   wliole 
Leo-iouaiA-  corps  is  set  do^vu   In   Coni\vallis'    accomu  at 
1-1.      Bv  the  anir.  relunis  of  tiie   isl  March,  it  appears 
that    his   total    was   2213,  which    will   leave    2000   after 
dediictin:<    Iliiiiiiltoa's    rcgiineut.      Sir    Heurv    Chutou 
supposes'thar  Lord  Coruwallis  ou-ht  to   have   had   with 
hitn,  after  the  aflair  of  the  Cowpctis,  yxjo  men,  exclusive 
of  cavalry  and   militia,  and   General   (Greene   constantly 
insists  thai  his  force,  when  at   Hillsboro.  as  ascertained 
from   his   dailv   rations   and    other   means  resorted  to  by 
iiiilitarv  men,  exceeded  2500  and  approached  3000.     No 
auth.or,    that   we   recollect,   ventures   to   state    it   at   less 
than  2000."' 

It  is  probable  that  Cornwailis  had  at  least  20CO 
men  en,i;-ao-ed  in  the  fight,  with  Hamiltoirs  loyalists 
in  charge  of  his  baggage  in  the  rear. 

These  were  all  veteran  soldiers,  inured  to  war 
by  long  experience  and  inspired  to  deeds  oi  gh^ry 
by  the  history  and  traditions  of  these  regiments. 

"  The  brigade  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
James  Webster  was  composed  of  tlie  23d  and  33d 
regiments  of  infantry. 

The  23d  was  the  regiment  of  the  Prince  of  Whales 
and  was  known  as  the  '' Welsli  Fuzileers.'"  They 
bore  the  motto  (jf  the  Prince--/^-//  ^///v/  (I  serve) — on 
the  buttons  of  their  uniform.'^' 

Sir  William  Howe  was  its  Colonel  in  1775,  wdth 
Nesbett  Balfour  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  William 
Blakeny,  Major. 

*r  have  one  of  thtse  butto'.!'^  in  my  possession. 
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The  ^;u  roL^niiriit  was  one  of  tlie  most  houomble 
iij  the  En>^-lish  service.  It  was  the  old  regiment 
of  Coniwallis  and  was  his  pet  and  pride.  In  tlie 
British  Arniv  Records  we  find  that  <>n  the  21st 
March,  1766,  Charles  E.  Cornwallis  was  appointed 
its  Colonel,  and  that  he  was  made  Lientenant 
General,  Angnst  2Qth,  1777.  Its  other  offtcers  were 
Lientenant  Colonel  James  Webster  and  Major  W  il- 
liani  Dansey.  Captain  Frederich  Cornwallis  com- 
manded one  of  the  companies  in  the  regiment. 

The  71st  was  a  Scotch  regiment.  It  seems  trom 
the  "Historical  Records  of  the  British  Army" 
that  it  was  newly  reorganized  in  October,  1775, 
suecialh  for  service  in  America.  They  wore  ''green 
plaid  pants,  close  fitting  red  vests  and  high  Inr 
caps."      They  were  Highhniders.      Their  officers  in 

1779  were  Colonel  Simon  Eraser,  afterv/ards  Major 

General,  Lientenant   Colonel   Archibald   Campbell 

and  Major  Alexander  McDtmald. 

This  regiment  w-as  con.iposed  of  two  battalions, 

one   of  which,   nnder   :\icArthnr,    was   captnred   at 

Cowpens. 

Xcxt  to  the    71st  was   the   Hessian   regiment — a 

brntal  and  ignorant  mass  of  Dntclniien,  wdio   had 

been    hired    as    slaves,    and,   as    Lee    expresses  it,. 

"mechanized''   into  soldiers. 

The  contract  of  the  English   Government  with 

the  Prince  of  Hesse  was,  that  the  Prince 

"Should  receive  as  Lew  money  for  everv  foot  soldier 
30  Crowns   Bunco,  at   53  HolUmd   Stivers    the  Crown.'' 
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Three:  men  ^^•ounded  ^^erc:  lo  be  reckoned  as  u^ual,  for 
one  nuui  killed.  ^Tho^e  thai  ar.  killed  shall  be  paid  at 
th.e  rate  of  the  Levy  nioneyk"" 

The  Prince  was  an  a\-aricioiis  111:111,  baviiig  nioiie}' 
more  than  subjects  or  human  liUr,  and  ccanpiained 
that  these  -  mercenaries  were  nut  killed  m  sufli- 
cient  minibers  to  repleaiish  his  empty  trea^ury." 
"T^he  Enodish  alwavs  reported  the  missing  as 
wounded?  and    saved    two-thirds   of  the   -Crown's 

Bunco." 

The  71st  regiment  and  Bose's  regiment  oi   kies- 

sians  were  under  ^laior  General  Leslie. 

Brigadier  General  O'Hara  supported  Webster 
with  tlie  2d  battalion  of  (Uiaids  and  the  Grenadiers. 
After  O'Hara  was  wounded,  this  battalion  was 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieutenant 
Coh.nel  Robert  Stuart.  ^  He  was  fifth  son  of  Robert 
Stuart,  seventh  Baron  l^lantyre,  in  the  Peerage  ot 
Scotland.      The  present  Baron  Blantyre  is  his  grand 

nephew.'  t 

The  2d  battalion  of  the  Guards  was  in  command 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Norton.  Both  battalions 
were  of  the  best  material  and  under  the  most  ac- 
complished officers. 

Tarleton's  Legion  was  nut  equal  in  material  to 
the  other  regiments.  He  liad  seriously  injui-ed^its 
rspn/  dc  corps  by  recruiting   its  ranks  with  Tories. 

The   artillery    was    commanded    by    Lieutenant 

-New  York  His.  Soc.  Collection.  1S79,  vol.  ;t.  p.  34«. 

Tl;.:-i  u:^lc')lt:.l  for  thi.  i-it-ornuiuon  tc,  ImvlI  Hutch^sun,  .■..<[.. 
As=i>tant  Libraruin  ..{the  Congressional  Library.    . 
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IMcLeod,  with  Lie  Lite  iicii"!t  O'Hara,  a  spirited  3-01111 1^ 
ofiicer,  as  second  in  rank.  Lieutenant  O'Hara  w;is 
unfortunately  killed  in  ihe  opening  cannonade. 

The  hekl  of  battle  is  nndnlatini'-  ground,  niostlv 
covered  with  forest.  If  we  approach  it,  as  Corn- 
v;aHis  did,  from  the  westward,  until  we  come 
in  sight  of  the  first  .American  line  of  battle,  ^ve 
come  first  to  a  small  creek,  a  tributarv  of  Horse- 
pen  Creek,  and  generally  known  as  Little  Horsenen. 
It  runs  a  little  west  of  north,  and  is  about  fi\'e  or 
six  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  American  line. 
After  crossing  the  creek  we  climb  a  long,  gentlv- 
asceuding  hill,  with  fields  on  either  side,  making 
an  open  countr\'  of  from  four  to  fixe  hundred  yards 
■wide,  and  skirted  by  primitiye  forest.  Half  way 
up  this  hill,  on  the  southern  side,  is  the  Hoskin's 
farm  liouse,  wliich  is  still  standing,  and  occupied 
by  the  grandch.ildren  of  the  proprietor  who  owned 
it  in  17S1,  and,  to  wht'se  credit  belt  said,  he  never 
allowed  the  face  of  the  battle-field  to  be  changed 
any  more  than  vras  absolutel\-  necessary. 

At  the  end  of  tlie  field  on  the  east,  the  road — 
which  in  i7>Si  was  known  as  the  old  Salisl)ury  or 
New  Garden  Road — enters  a  dense  forest  of  sturdy 
oaks,  where  th.e  ground  is  nearh-  level,  and  this  forest 
extended  on  both  sides  to  the  Bruce  Road,  which  is. 
b}-  measurement,  750  yards  distant.  There  is  a 
slight  ascent  from  the  mouth  of  the  fi)rest  for  295 
yards,  and  from  there  to  the  ''Bruce  Road"  the 
road  is  nearly  level.  Near  the  Bruce  Road  begins 
the  descent  of  a  steep  hill  about  125  yards  long,  then 
across  a  \aHev  100  yards  wide.      On  either  side  of 
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this  part  of  the  road  Avere  old  fields;   that   on  the 
northern   side  is    intersected  by    a  deep  ravine,  in 
which,  in  wet  weather,  is  a  rnnning  rivulet.      Along 
the  road  on  the  north  side,  and  enclosing  one  of  these 
fields,  was  a  fence 'grown  up  with  a  thick  hedge  row. 
Pursuii  g  tl^e  road  further,  we  cross  a  small  branch, 
coming  from  thesouth  and  k>rniing  a  second  valley 
at  an  tcute   angle    to  the   road.;    then  ascending  a 
short,  steep,  rocky  ridge  about  fifty  yards,  we  come 
to  the  intersection  of  the   -  New  Salisbury   Road.'^ 
This  is  a  high  point  overlooking  the  whole  field  of 
battle.      From  this  eminence,  which   is  at  the  end 
of  a  ridge,  the   descent  is    steep   to   the   valley   of 
Hunting  Creek,  one  hundred   yards  distant ;    tlien 
crossing  a  little  fertile   valley,  the  ascent  is  at  first 
steep,  tken   gradual  to  Guilford  Court-House,  four 
hundred  uioo)  yards  oft. 

From  the  front  line  to  the  court-house  is  very 
little  less  than  a  mile.  A  log  house,  tradition  says, 
stood  or.  the  south  side  of  the  old  Salisbury-  road 
just  opposite  the  fork  made  by  the  Bruce  road,  and 
a  spring  was  used  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  vrhich  is 
now  calkd  the  ^' Clyde  Spring.""-  so  well  known  fijr 
the  uuritv  and  refreshing  coolness  of  its  v/ater. 

Guilford  Court-House  was  the  capital  of  Guil- 
ford Countv,  which  then  embraced  Davidson  and 
Alamar.ce.  It  had  perhaps  two  or  three  hundred 
inhabitants,  the  court-house,  jail  and  a  large  copper- 
smith   shop    being    its    principal    buildings;    the 

*This  sprin-^r  is  now  heautifuUy  adorned,  by  a  generous  donatiou 
from  Mr.  Wi'Tiam  P.  Clyde  to  the  Guil ford-Battle  Ground  Company. 
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Lindsays,  \\'hittin,Lixl()iis.  Revills,  and  Colonel 
Hamilton,  a  ricli  n.ian  of  his  dav,  being  among 
its  citizens.  Its  name,  alter  tlie  revolution,  was 
changed  to  r\[artinsville,  in  liorior  of  Governor 
Alexander  ?slarfin.  In  Mav,  1809,  the  coiirt-luinse 
was  moved  to  Cxreensboro,  hve  miles  southwest,  and 
the  old  town  soon  v.-ent  to  deeav.  It  is  n.ov,- a  wheat 
tield.  there  being  no  vestige  of  it  remaining  except 
an  ancient  well  of  pure  waiter,  still  used,  and  the 
scattered  rocks  and  debris  «)t  the  conrt-honse  and 
jail,  and  pieces  of  copper  which  ne\-er  corrode. 

Tradition  has  much  to  sa\-  of  '"Uncle  pilose,''  an 
old  slave,  w!io  was  cliief  artificer  in  tliis  curious  old 
shop,  and  v/ho  was  allo^ved  one  quart  of  v/hiskcA' 
per  da}-  to  counteract  the  fumes  of  heated  copper. 

There  was  a'n  old  grist-mill  that  stood  on  the 
Avest  side  of  Hunting  Creek,  jiorth  of  the  old  Salis- 
bury road,  wliich  belonged  to  Colon.el  Hamilton. 
Tliis  was  a  great  con.venience  to  the  town  and  a 
place  of  note  in  1781.  •  The  race  that  conveyed  the 
water  along  tlie  hillside  is  still  visible.  It  lav  in 
tlie  line  of  Greene's  retreat  t'rom  the  old  field  where 
the  last  stand  was  made,  and  some  graves,  near  b\-, 
are  marked  with,  rude  headstones  of  common  rock. 
\Mi(j  rest  tliere  onh'  eternitv's  roll-call  will  divuVe. 

In  approaching  tlie  description  of  th.e  battle  of 
Guilford  Court-House,  I  am  forciblv  impressed  v/ith 
the  confession  made  b\'  Judge  Johnson  as  to  tlie 
confusion  of  liistorv  in  regard  to  that  e\'ent.  and  I 
may.  therefore,  be  pardoned  for  attempting  to  draw 
my  own  conclusions  instead    of  ''taking   up''   and 
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repeating  v.'li,-'.!.  luis  beeii  said    by    '^jther  writers/'. 
That  ar.tlior  says: 

''Like  most  otb.er  iriteresting  battles,  tbe  deL^criptions 
handed  dov,"ii  to  iis  are  \'er\-  confused,  and  althotip;ii  ab 
the  ineidents  nia\-  i)e  gathered  from  3  carefid  examina- 
tion of  the  se\"erai  aeconnts,  tlie  connection  raid  depend- 
ence of  th.e  several  incidents  are  in\-olved  iri  nuich 
ob5cnrit\.  Tiiis  is  tlie  necessar\"  resnlt  o[  the  mariner 
in  \vliich  '-aicli  narratives  are  collected  .md  transmitted. 
KacJi  party  puinisl/cs  an  adouj/l  must  /avoral^'r  io  Iin)i- 
St'If;  tliese  are  taken  np  by  writers  nnder  th.e  inflnence 
•of  opposite  partialities  and  sr/c/ofh'  collatfd  i>y  those  icJio 
fcillow  with  the  patience  necessary  to  the  attainment  of 
truth.  Nor  is  it  alwavs  practicable  for  the  most  labori- 
ous in\'estig'ation  to  detect  the  errors  or  impositicais 
practiced  upon,  the  public,  since  it  is  in  the  power  of 
parties  interested  to  conceal  material  fiicts,  at  least  from 
the  existing  generation,  and  as  to  motives,  b\-  a  com- 
parison with  which  alone  can  a  iair  esti)uate  ot  the 
merits,  talents  and  success  of  the  parties  be  formed,  tJiey 
ma\'  forever  lie  in  the  bosom  that  conceived  them." 

The  Memoirs  of  Lee  are  rouglily  handled  by 
Jobiiisoii,  and  Joluison  in  turn  has  been  roiighh- 
handled  by  tlie  critics,  who  accnse  him  ot^  magnify- 
ing bis  liero  ar.d  disparaging  all  others  who  are 
rivals  for  the  honors  of  history  gathered  aronnd 
him.  The  truth  is  not  vet  established  by  the  ver- 
dict of  histor}-  and  tlie  matter  is  open  for  ftirther 
testimon}'  and  additional  argument.  No  one  need 
be  deterred  from   entering  this   field   of  discussion 
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and  coiUribiitiiig'  what  facts  lie  mav  have  collectei.': 
or  prt'.--enting  such  conclusions  as  have  been  forniecl 
in  his  mind. 

W  e  h:ive  seen  that  General  Greene  had  examined 
this  battle-field  carefuH_\',  on  tlie  loth  of  Februarv, 
and  pronounced  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  for  the 
character  ot  his  troops  and  the  nn ruber  of  his  armv. 
It  aftbrded  a  forest  where  the  militia  could  fight 
from  tree  to  tree  for  shelter  and  be  protected  from 
the  cluirge  of  cavalry ;  and  for  the  same  reason  a 
solid  column  of  bayor.ets  could  not  be  kept  together 
aniung'the  undergrowtli  and  trees.  Tlie  roads  that 
concentrated  from  the  north,  nortlieast  And  ^-ast,  all 
afforded  safe  lines  of  retreat,  for  his  army,  to  h.is 
stipplies  and  reinforcements. 

It  was  in  a  country  lo^'al  to  the  American  cause, 
where,  as  I'arleton  says,  tlie  British  ''had  no  friends 
or  partisaris,  at  tliis  period,  except  those  included 
within  the  extent  of  the  roval  camp." 

The  British  comnumder  had  burned  all  his  heavv 
baggage  and  stores  at  Ramsour's  Mill,  and  had 
consumed  n.early  all  his  riiedicirics  and  much  of 
his  scant  supply  of  ammunition. 

If  he  were  now  crippled  in  battle  and  incumbered 
by  his  wounded,  he  must  fall  a  prey  to  the  gather- 
ing hosts  of  militia  who  were  preparing  to  fall  upon 
him  on  every  side,  or  lie  must  make  a  precipitate 
and  inglorious  flight  to  the  sea,  v/here  he  could  find 
protection  from  his  ships. 

The  only  escape  left  for  his  lordship  was  bv 
winning   a   decisive   victory  like   that   at   Camden ^ 
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and  ai^ainst  ihis  Gei:cr,il  Greene  had  made  most 
cert:iin  provisions.  He  avouUI  risk  ids  nnlitia,  but 
he  knew  that  his  Continentals,  who  could  not  be 
broken,  and  his  snperi';r  cavalr\  ,  were  able  to  secure 
him  a  safe  retreat  and  constitute  a  nucleus  around 
which  a  fresh  army  could  suon  be  collected  and 
orp'ardzed. 

o 

The  order  uf  battle  chosen  by-tlie  Amervjan  com- 
mander was  the  same  which  GeneralAlorgan  adopted 

at  CoNvpens,  and  tlie  progress  ar.d  result  were  ex- 
pected to  be  the  same.  With  Morgan  in  command^ 
who  had  dash  and  con^fidence,  almost  to  recklessness^ 
or  wuh  Tarletou  for  an  opponent,  who  had  more  spirit 
than  endurance,  no  doubt  that  the  British  would 
have  been  driven  from  ihc  tield;  but  it  does  not 
follow,  therefore,  that  Greene  connmitted  a  mistake. 
On  the  2Ctii  of  February,  General  Morgan  writes 
to  General  (jrecne: 

"I   have   been  doctoring  these -cveral  days,  thinking 
to  be  able  to  take  the  f'rld,  but  1   ;iad  I  iret  w^^rse.      My 
pains  are  now  acceuij'aaicd  with   a   fever   everv   day.      I 
expect    Lord    Connvadi  .   will    |)n>h    vou    until    \-ou    are 
oblic^ed  to  ii-ht  bini,  on  which  nrieli  will  depend.      You 
have,  from  v.diat  I  see,  a  ,^-reat  nundjer  of  militia.      // t/ny  ■ 
//-///,  vo:;   heat   ConuvaUis,  if  no/,  lic  iciU  heal  ymi,  and 
perhaps  cut  vour  reonlars  to  pieces  ;   which  will  be  losmg 
all  vour  hopes.      I  atn  informed,  among  the  nnlitia,  \\\\\ 
be  a  number  of  old  soldiers.      I  think  it  would  be  advisa- 
ble to  select  tliem  from  the  nnlitia   and  put  them  in  the 
ranks   with   tlie   re.Lculars.      ScUd  the   rijiemen   also  and 
fnrJit  them  on  the  Jlanks  under   enterprising  officers,  who 
21 
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are  acquaiiitt-Ci  with  tli^iL  kind  of  fightiii.i;",  and  p'Ut  llie 
reniaiiidt^r  (>f  tlie  militia  m  the  ciiit}u\  zeith  some  pitk.d 
troops  i?i  i'ich'  roar  loilli  orders  to  s/ii>ot  doicii  t/w  fir  si 
fiuT,!  that  rims. " 

Greene  was  most  confidential  wuli  Mor_Lraii,  ar.d 
Aloroan's  exi>erience  ni  fi'^'litin!^  Soiitheni  niilitia, 
in  liis  earlier  days,  gave  nuich  weight  to  his  ad\-icc. 

Greene  tonnecl  liis  hrst  line  in.  exact  accordance 
with  tlie  achnce  of  ?vIorgan.  The  Xorth  Carolirja 
militia  were  r>laced  in  the  centre.  Gerieral  Thon.ias 
Baton's  brigade,  from  Halifax  and  Warren,  couri- 
ties,  was  phiced  at  a  riglit  angle  to  the  old  Salis- 
bnrv  or  Xew  Garden  road,  behind  a  rail  fence  which 
separated  the  woods  from  tlie  fields.  Eaton's  left 
rested  on  the  road.  General  John  Bntler's  brigade, 
from  Orange,  Guilford  and  Gran\ille,  contin.ned 
the  line  on  the  south,  side  of  the  road,  Butler's 
right  resting  on  the  road,  arid  his  wh.ole  line  being 
behind  a  zig-zag  raih  fence,  the  fashion  of  thatda\'. 
On  the  left  of  Butler's  line  Avas  the  separate  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Arthur  Forbis.  of  Alamance,  in 
Guilford  County,  which  cor.sisted  of  about  ico 
men,  Scotch-Irish  Presbvterian.s ;  Forbis  himself 
being  an  elder  in  the  pastorate  of  Doctor  David 
Caldwell. 

Between  the  left  of  Eaton's  brigade  and  the  right 
of  Butler's  brigade,  in  the  old  Salisbury  road,  and 
a  little  in  advance  of  the  militia  line,  were  placed 
two  six-pounder  cannons,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Anthony  Singleton,  a  \hrginia  officer.'-' 

*Lt:e':.  Mer;ii)irs.  p.  2~^.     Jolm^riifs  Life  of  Cireeiie,  vol.  i.  p.  b. 


The  artillery  was  thiis  supported  by  the  Xortii 
Carolina  militia,  and,  in  fact,  ionned  a  part  or  thai 
line.  It  was  conij-iclled  to  act  in.  concert  with  the 
militia,  and  to  be  observant  of  :ind  gin-erncd  by  its 
mo\-enients— to.  stnnd  v.-hcii  it  ^>tood,  and  retire 
wlien  it  retired.  Sin,e:leton  wonld  necessarily  be 
coo-nizajit  of  the  orders  given  this  line,  and  be 
acciuainted  with  tlieir  condnct   in  tlie  battle. 

On  the  right  flank  of  Eaton's  brigade  a  ^^  cover- 
ing partv."  as  it  was  called  in  that  day,  was  placed. 
It  was  nnder  the  command  of  Colonel  William 
\\'ashingtoi:,  uf  the  cavalry,  and  consisted  of  Kirk- 
wood's  Delawares,-  ''The  Bine  Heirs  Chickens," 
abont  eighty  (bo)  in  number,  and  a  battalion  ot 
riflemen    nnder    Lvncli,    abont    200.      They    were 


-'•The  State  of  Dcl.iwart-  rurr.i-hed  one  pe.i,a:uent  only,  and  certainly 
no  reoiment  ot"  tlie  army  surpassed  it  in  -.oldiershi]).  The  remnant 
of  that  corps,  less  than  lv,o  companies,  from  the  battle  of  Camden, 
was  comniand.-'d  by  Captain  Kirkwood,  who  pas=-ed  thron-h  the  war 
with  hi^h  reputation  ;  aad  yet,  as  the  line  'A  Dciauar-  con:.;,^ted  of 
bnt  one  reijinienr,  and  tliat  re-iment  red.uce.l  to  a  captain's  com- 
mand, Kirkwood  never  coid.d  be  promoted  m  re.unilar  routine— a 
very  -hirniy  defect  \n  llie  or-ani/.afion  of  the  army,  as  it  gave  ad- 
vantages to  par's  oi'  the  same  army  deniedi  to  other  pt^rlions  of  it. 
The  -equcl  is  sitigularly  hard.  Kirkuvo-l  retirerl,  upon  peace,  a 
capt..ain:  an-d  when  tiie  army,  under  St.  Clair,  was  raised  Lo  defend 
the  west  from  the  lu'lian  enemy,  thi^  veteran  resumed  his  svv'ord  as 
the  ebk-t  capta-n  of  the  ohiL-st  regimeni.  In  the  deci^^ive  deteat  on 
the  4th  of  November,  fhe  gallant  Kirkwood  fell,  bravely  sustaining 
his  point  of  the  action.  U  was  the  ihiyty-third  time  he  bad  risked 
his  life  for  hi^  country  ;  and  he  died  as  he  !iad  lived— brave,  meri- 
torious, unrewarded  Kirkwood.      At.v'.v  Mcynoir^.  p.  jSj,  note. 

Captain  Kirkwood  was.  a  relative  of  Colonel  Julius  .\.  Gray,  of 
Greens!)oro,  whose  grandf.iiher  visite.l  Captain  Kirkwood  at  Hills- 
boro,  North   Carolina,  in   17.S0.  , 
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extended  in  the  wc'cds  obliqiK-I\-  to  ttie  main  line, 
and  it-^  right  rested  near  a  swamp  in  a  little  v;ille\-. 
In  the  rear  of  the  ang'le  formed  b\-  the  militia  and 
the  '' eo\'eriiig'  party,"  arid  in.  the  woods,  \'.'as  the 
cavalry  cemmand  of  Color.el  \\'ashington. 

On  the  left  of  Bntler's  nn.e.  and  obliqnelv  to  it, 
in"th.e  wocxls,  was  anotlier  '"  covering  partv,"  n.nder 
the  comn.iarLd  of  Colunel  William  Citmpbell,  of  \'ir- 
g-inia — he  of  King's  Monntain  fame — and  in  the 
rear  of  the  angle  formed  by  these  two  lines  was 
Lee's  Legion  cavalry,  his  infantry  being  in  the 
line  of  the   "coverinxg  party." 

The  strength  of  this  covering  party  is  estimated 
by  Johnson  as  onl\-  two  hnnicired  and  iifty,  all  loki, 
Y\"hich  a  moment's  reflection  will  show  to  be  iricor- 
rect;  but  he  has  been  followed  by  most  subsequent 
historian.s,  wlio  Inive  not  been  interested  in  correct- 
in.g  the  error,  snpposin.g  it  to  be  immaterial.  It  is, 
howe\-er,  very  material  t<:)  Xortli  Carolina,  because 
lier  troops  toruiied  a  large  part  of  that  corps,  and. 
lia\'e  been  ignored  in  tlie  reports  of  the  battle. 

We  have  seen  in.  a  former  page  that  Colonel 
Preston  joir.ed  Pickens  on  tlie  25th  of  February 
with  ///;-c"r  hundred  (3CO!  "  respectable  followers,"''' 
and  they  adhered  to  Greene's  army  until  after  tlie 
battle,  and  were  under  Campbell.  I  am  of  opinion. 
however,  that  Preston's  battalion  did  not  exceed 
two  hundred,  which  was  the  strength  of  Lvnch's 
other  Virginia  battalion. 

Campbell    had    sixty    men,    and    Lee's     Legion. 

"'Johnson,  vol.  i,  p.  455. 
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infantry  nuinV'ercd  eiirhty  men.  These  low  esti- 
mates would  ao-QTC.Q-ate  tliree  lunidred  and  tort}' 
men,  and  to  tliesc  must  undoubtedly  be  added  the 
riflemen  of  Surry,  under  Major  Armstrong/==  lOO 
men,  and  "Maior  J'-'seph  Winston  ico  men,v  making 
a  total   ag""regate  of  five  liundred   an.cl   iorty  (54^^ 

men.     • 

In  the  rear  of  this  line,  in   th.e  forest,  vnider  the 
gentle  slope  of  the  hilK  and   about   three   hundred 
yards.distant   to  the  east,  was  posted   tlie  \  irginia 
militia.      On   the   south   side  of  the    road,  with   its 
right  resting  at  a  rigln  angle  on  the  old  Salisbury 
road,   was   Stevens'   brigade.      In  the   rear  ot    this 
briirade  was   ^'a  line   of  seutinels   extending  from 
right  to  left   at  about   twenty  yards  distance  from 
the    line.      Tliese"   were   chosen,   confidential    men, 
selected   bv   General    Ste\-ens   on    personal   knowl- 
edge, and  posted  tlicre   wdtli  orders   to  shoot  down 
anv  individual   who   broke  fn.>m   the    ranks.      This 
may  appear  to  have  been-  a  strong   measure,  l^nt  it 
is  one  wliicli,  witii  irregular  troops,  or  troops  com- 
posed of  diversified   materials,   ought   never  to  be 
omitted.      Tlie  good   effects  of  it  will  be   presently 

seen."';! 

Stevens,  ''who  had  been  stung  by  tlie  recollec- 
tion of  the  inglorioirs  llight"  of  his  militia  brigade 
at  Gates'  defeat,  liad  frequently  expressed  his 
determination    to    have   them    shot    down    it    they 

*I  am  convinced  that  this  was  ."Uartir.   Armstronj^. 
tjohnson.-vol.  i,  p.  455- 
tjohnson.  vol.  2,  p.  h. 
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repeated  tlie  dis^rracefiil  eoiiduct;  but  the  galkait 
stand  of  liis  brig-ade  at  Guilfnrd  Court- House  is 
not  whollv  due  to  this  line  of  executioners,  in  the 
rear,  as  |o1inson  supposes.  Aniong-  tlie  troops  ot 
Stevens  \\:ere  many  veterans  of  thte  army  of  W  ash.- 
ino;ton  whose  terms  of  service  hrid  expired,  and  on 
their  returrr  the\-  had  been  hired  as  substitutes,  or 
called  in  occasionally  by  the  draft  oi*  by  volunieer- 
ino-.  It  was  to  these  that  Mor^-ari  alluded  in  his 
letter  to  Greeue..^  Stevens  was  an.  accomplished 
officer  and  had  the  entire  confulence  of  General 
Greene,  and  his  heroic  conduct  oui  this  field  is 
deserving  of  honor  and  praise. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  ''old  Salisbury  ro.-id," 
in  the  forest,  with  its  left  resting  at  a  right  angle 
to  the  road,'  was  Lawsuu's  \drginia  brigade  of 
militia.  Lvnch's  battalion  had  been  detached 
from  it,  and  to  this  is  probably  due  the  weakness  of 
its  resistance,  as  it  lost  only  one  man  killed  m  the 
battle. 

The  third  and  last  line  was  dravrn  up  in  an  old 
field,  around  the  brow  (^f  a  hill,  in  semi-circular 
form,  on  the  north  side  of  the  old  Salisbury  road. 

I  have  located  the  second  and  third  lines  at  the 
places  indicated  by  Johnson  and  Lee,  and  they  are 
at  least  five  huu.dred  and  fifty  (550)  yards  apart  by 
actual  measurement.  I  am  quite  familiar  v.dth 
every  foot  of  the  battle-ground  and  visit  it  very 
often.      I  have  measured  all  the  distances  on  it.'' 

♦Johnson  putr,  this  ilist.ince  at  300  yards,  which  is  just  about  half 
of  the  real  dii-t.incc. 


This  was  tilt;  line  of  CoTitirieiital  troops,  or 
reo'ulars,  aiicl  ir.cluded  two  briQ-ades.  Tlie  first 
brigade,  on  the  right  o{  tlie  line,  was  composed  of 
two  \'irgii;ia  regi merits,  tlie  one  render  Color.el 
Green,  the  otli.er  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hawes, 
the  whole  commanded  bv  Brigadier  General  Kuger 
of  ^ont-h  Carolin-a.  Tiiesc  troops,  as  an  orgariiza- 
tioui,  liad  not  vet  been  in  battle.  The  secon.d 
brigade  was  composed  of  the  first  and  second  Mar\-- 
land  reginients,  the  first  was  under  Colonel  Gun/o^', 
at  the  opening  of  tlie  battle,  tlie  second  under  Colo- 
nel Ford;  the  wdiole  cuinmanded  bv  Colonel  Otho 
Williams,  a   veteran  soldier  of  the  Mar\dand   line. 

The  First  Marvland  v/as  the  finest  regiment  in 
Greene's  arm\',  and  had  seen  service  under  Wash- 
ington in  all  his  "New  Jersev  campaigns.  It  came 
South,  under  iJeKalb,  after  the  fall  of  Charleston, 
in  May,  1780.  It  bore  the  onset  of  tlie  whole 
British  army,  with  the  aid  of  Dixon's  North  Caro- 
lina battalion,  at  Gates'  defeat,  and  2vIajor  Anderson, 
ot  this  regiment,  was  the  onlv  officer  whio  retreated 
with  an  organized  force  to  Charlotte.  Under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Howard  it  cliarged  and  routed  the 
British  regulars  at  Cowpens  and  finished  the  defeat 
of  Tarleton  on  that  auspicious  da  v.  It  was  about  to 
add  another  laurel  to  its  wreath  of  glorv- 

The  Second  Maryland  was  a  new  levy  and  had 
never  been  in  battle  before,  and  did  not  remain 
ver\"  long  in  this  one. 

Greene  placed  two  pieces  of  artiller}'  between  the 
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firaiks  of  these  two  bri,c:;ades,  at  the  shp.rp  curve,  of 
the  semi-circle,  around  th,e  hill. 

General  Greene,  during-  tlie  battle,  was  with,  the 
Contineiiral  lin.e,  eiglit  huridred  and  fifty  yards 
'from  the  front,  with  the  fDresi  intervening,  and  did 
not  have  persorial  C'b-ervaLion.  of  tiie  battle  iLUtil  iis 
tide  flowed  to  his  position.. 

Leavin.g-  General  Greene's  arm\'  iri  posiiion.  w:tn 
the  exception  of  Colonel  I,ee,  who,  as  an  advanced 
o-uard,  broviglit  on  tlie  'oattle,  before  fabling  back 
into  the  lin.e,  I  v^dll  take  thie  reader  tr^  the  camp  of 
Cornwallis  on  Deep  ]vi\er.  v;hich  was  t\reh-e  nnles 
nearlv  west  from  Guilford  Court-House.  ThiC  Brrt- 
ish  commander  correctly  interpreted  the  advance  of 
Greene,  to  a  poin.t  so  near  liis  camp,  as  a  challeuige 
to  battle  and  immediately  prepared  to  accept  it. 

Early  on  tlie  morning  of  the  T5th  March,  T7S1, 
which  was  Thursday,  he  sent  back  his  baggage  to 
Belbs  Mill,  under  the  escort  of  Colonel  Hamilton's 
regimerit  of  lovalists  and  a  few  infantry  and  cavaJ.ry, 
and  advanced  with  his  n.iain  arm\-  directly  towards 
Guilford  Courr-House  by  the  route  which  intersects 
the  old  Salisburv  road  at  New  (.harden  Quaker 
Meeting-House. 

Lee,  with  liis  dragoons  and  infantry,  and  a  de- 
tachmen.t  from  the  rineUiien  under  Campbell,  were 
sent  out  by  Greene  to  recon.noiter  and  report  the 
position  and  movements  of  the  enemy.  They  met 
Tarleton  in  the  advan.ce,  at  the  point  where  the 
present  New  Garden  Meeting-House  stands,  be- 
tween four  and  five  miles  from  Greene's  camp,  and 
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Avhere  the  Deep  River  road  intersects  the  old 
Salisbury  road.  Here  a  very  sharp  skirmish  tooh 
place.  Lee  at  first  nuide  a  brillraiit  charge,  drivir.v^ 
Tarletoii  ijeiore  him,  but.  veuturin^  too  far.  he 
received  a  o-:i]|i!i^  hre  from  the  advanced  intautry, 
aud  was  compelled  to  retreat  precipitately.  Colo- 
nel L,e.e  relates  -that  it  was  in  the  early  morning;, 
arid  his  h.orse  became  so  badly  fngh.teved  at  tlie 
sheen  of  the  British  '  Inuskets  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  dismount  and  chan..^re  to  another  in  the 
thickest  of  the  encounter.  Lee  retreated,  reachirig 
the  American  line  sometime  bcfo"e  the  battle,  and 
took  the  position  assigned  him  on  the  left. 

Captain  Tate  of  \'irginia,  so  dirubignished  at 
Cowpens,  received  a  ball  winch  broke  his  thigh; 
Lieutenant  Snowden:,  of  the  Legiori  miantry.  v/as 
severely  wounded  also  and  left  behind.  The  British 
suffered  more  severely.  Captain  Goodricks  ot  the 
Guards   was  badly    wounded    and   quite    a  number 

killed.  ■  ■         . 

At  the  cross-roads.,  near  the  Quaker  Fleeting- 
House,  off  from  the  side  of  the  Salisbury  road,  in 
a  little  cove  at  the  head  of  the  hollow  or  valley,  are 
the  graves  en"  about  tv^enty  soldiers  who  were  buried 
there  after  the  skirmish  ;  friend  and  foe  alike  await- 
ing the  himl  trumpet  sound  which  shall  summon 
them  to  the  common  array  before  the  Judge  of  all 

the  earth. 

The  British  now  pursued  their  march  unmolested 
until  they  wound  around  a  valley  which  leads  to 
Little  Llorsepen  Creek;  descending  this  in  a  gentle 
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slope,  between  tiio  liills,  tliey  ^ocn  cmne  to  the 
creek  and  in  si.^'ht  of  the  American  line.  Singleton. 
oper:ed  on  tlieni  with  hiis  six-ponnders,  and  the 
Britishi  responded  with  their  tliree-ponndcrs,  and  a 
lively  cannrmade  ensned.  Th^e  Britisli,  in  the 
meantime,  marched  rapidly  into  the  \-alley  oi  tlie 
creek,  and,  under  cover  of  the  hill,  ^'displayed" 
their  line. 

''The  71st  regiment,  Scotch  Miglilanders,  known 
as  the  'King's  (_)wn  Borderers,'  and  the  Hessians, 
known  as  the  Regiment  of  Bose,  but  commanded 
now  bv  Mapjr  DnBn.v,  formed  on  the  right,  or 
sonth  of  the  old  Salisbnr\'  road,  and  at  a  right 
ano'le  to  it.  These  were  under  the  ccjmmand  of 
Major  General  I.esiie,  and  constituted  the  force 
that  was  to  assail  tlie  American  left.  They  had  in 
reserve,  as  a  support,  the  first  battalion  of  Guards, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  X(;rton. 

"Colonel  \\'ebster  was  directed  to  form  the  23d 
and  v>d  regiments  on  the  left  of  General  Leslie's 
division.,"  and  on  s.lie  left  or  north  side  ot  tlie  old 
Salisburv  road,  and  at  a.  right  angle  to  it.  Briga- 
dier General  O'Hara  was  directed  to  support  Colo- 
nel Webster  with  the  second  battalion  of  (ruards 
and  tlie  Grenadier  conapany  of  the  (kiards.  Whilst 
these  troops  were  forming,  llie  Yagers  and  the  light 
infantrv  of  tlie  Guards  remained  near  the  guns  in 
the  road,  but  when  the  line  mo\-ed  on  they  attached 
themselves  to  the  left  of  Webster's  brigade.  The 
artillery,    under     Lieutenant     McLeod,    proceeded 

"■■Tarlt-toii.  p.  272. 
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aioiio"  tlie  higli-rocid ;  the  dravTjoiis  likewise  could 
oiilv  move  in  coliiiini  in  the  same  direction,  and 
Lientenant  C'.d<-aiel  l\irleton  was  ordered  to  keep 
his  regiment  in  reserve  till  tlie  infantry  slionld 
penetrate  tlmjng-h  tlie  woods  to  tlie  open  gronnd 
near  tlie  Conrt-Honse,  wliere  tlie  coun.tr\-  was  rep- 
reser.ted  to  be  more  favorable  for  the  operations  of 
cavalrvd'''"' 

Colored  Carrington    gives    tlie   followino-   official 
'figures  as  containing  tlie  number  of    these  respect- 
ive organizations  on  tiie    first  day  of  March,  1781, 
to-v\'it : 

23d  Regiment.     -  -         -  -  -   '       258 

33d  Regiment,  -  -  -  -  -     322 

71st  Regiment  and  2d  Battalion.  -  212 

Regiriient  of  Bose,  -  -  -  -      3^3 

The  Yagers,         -  -  -  -  -  qj 

British  Legion.,        -  -  -  -  -      174 


Total,  -  -  -  -  -  1376 

This  does  not  include  the  First  Battalion  of 
Guards,  the  artillery  or  the  Grenadiers,  whose 
numbers  are  not  given. 

Thus  was  the  front  of  battle  formed,  bv  the 
British  commander,  in  the  vallev  of  Horsepen,  a 
briglit  and  sparkling  rivulet,  which  went  on  its 
rac\-  way  all  unmindful  of  the  bloodv  carnage 
wdiich  was  soon  to  crimson  and  pollute  its  crystal 
fountains.  It  was  at  noon  wdien  the  scarlet  uni- 
forms  and   burnished  arms  of  the  British  soldiery 

'Tarletoti,  p[).  272-3. 
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were  ^^listeiuni^  \u  the  sinilijinu  of  iliat  beaiitirnJ 
d'ciy.  Xot  a  hirrow  had  bcci]  tuiaicd  in  tlie  fiehis: 
not  a  bud  was  vel:  seen  upon  tlie  trees,  nor  a  tlov.  er 
ill  the  valleys;  V'lit  tlie  first  warm  sunshine  of 
spring  was  beginriirig  to  cast  its  ravs  up(ni  the 
earth  and  enlivLU  nature  into  aeti\'it\-  again  after  a 
drearv  winter  of  repcjse.  It  was  n^t  a.  day  tluit 
suggested  the  contliet  of  ariuis  or  the  sheddin.g  of 
blood,  but  ratlier  the  lassitude  of  peaee  an^d  tlie 
dreaminess  of  rest;  but  war,  like  death,  "has  all 
seasons  for  its  own/'  and  places  its  iron  liand  un 
e\-er\-  sc'-ne  of  beau.ty  and  loveliness  without  con- 
sideratiijui  or  remorse. 

The  last  remnan.t  of  tlie  Continer.tal  army  in  the 
South  was  now  arraved  in  fron.t  of  the  British  com- 
mander, arid  lie  foncllv  hoped  that  its  rout  or  cap- 
tivity would  be  succeeded  b\'  the  fall  of  \hrginia 
and  the  subjection  of  the  States. 

It  wa>  a  supreuiie  niona.erit  iui  the  life  of  Corr.- 
wallis  and  tlie  crisis  in  the  revolutiun.  This  victory 
won,  there  was  no  foe  tr)  obstruct  liis  p;!ssage  into 
the  defenceless  province  of  \hrginia;  North  Caro- 
lina would  be  at  the  nicrcv  ot  the  Crown,  and 
Georgia  and  S'-nith  Carolina,  already  prostrate  and 
siibdued,  could  never  rally  for  defence  again. 

Should  Greene  be  beaten,  Cornwallis  could  take 
up  his  trill rupliad  march  to  the  sea  to  be  welcomed 
by  the  English  fleets  which  rode  unchallenged  in 
the  harbors  of  Xorfolk  and  Xew  York. 

The  prisoners  of  war  at  Charlottesville,  X'irginia, 
would  be  set  free  to   plunder  and  pillage  their  cap- 
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tors.  I'raiicc,  capricious  and  fickle,  would  forsake 
the  wauing-  fortune  of  the  eolonic-s,  and,  makiuo- 
peace  for  herself,  leave  her  allies  to  their  fate. 
W'asiiington  vrould  be  crushed  by  tlie  arniv  of  Clin- 
ton ir.  liiS  front  and  that  of  Cornw  allis  in  his  rear, 
or  be  driveux  into  tlie  fiuzv-n  regions  of  the  North 
for  refuge.  Congress  would  be  scattered  from  its 
halls  and  carry  disiiiay  wi:ere\-er  the^•  fied  for  safety. 

These  were  the  precious  liopes  and  dazzliuig  \-is- 
ions  th.at  stiuiulated  tlie  ambition  ar.d  i:er\xd  the 
hand  of  Cornwallis  for  tlie  oattle  now  before  him. 
The  great-r  tlie  odds  against  him,  the  greater 
woulci  be  the  glory  of  his  triumpli  and  'the  more 
important  its  results. 

Xot  only  hope  and  gh:)ry  allured  him  to  battle, 
but  retaliatitm  and  re-\-enge  rankled  in  his  lieart 
and  dro\-e  him  to  desperate  deeds.  His  lieuten- 
ants, herguson  and  Tarleton,  had  been  defe.-itecl 
and  humbled  by  the  militia  of  X'jrth  Carolina  whom 
they  despised,  and  British  pride  demanded  that  the 
insult  be  avenged. 

E\-ery  otheer  and  soldier  remembered  King's 
Mountain  and  Cowpens,  and  were  eager  to  wipe 
out  the  disgrace  of  those  disastrous  iields. 

Xothing  but  news  of  misfortune  had  gone  to 
Clinton  from  the  army  of  invasion  since  the  frosts 
of  October,  1780,  had,  chilled  their  zeal,  and  the 
great  rival  of  Cornwallis  u'as  secretly  odoatino;  over 
the  misfortunes  of  his  personal  and  political  enemy. 

The  recover}'  of  prestige  and  the  restoration  of 
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royal  coiindeucc  added  a  powerful   incentive  to  tlic 
cichievenient  of  victory. 

Cor  11  wn  I  lis  resolved,  therefore,  tliat  ^' he  would 
conquer  or  die  "  on  tliis  tield,  ar.d  the  reckless 
exposure  of  jiis' person  duriiio;  the  hattle  in.dicated 
the  deterniin.ation  with  wiiich  he  entered  the  con- 
flict. . 

None  the  less  was  tlie  appreciation  ot,  tlie  Anien- 
can  arnf-','  an.d  its  rjfficers  uf  the  decisive  crisis  which 
was  r.ow  ujvori  tlienu 

General  Greene,  the  confidential  friend  and 
trusted  counsellor  of  A\'ashiu;.!;ton,  had  been  selected 
bv  him  as  the  conimauder-in-chief  of  the  Southern 
Departnier.t  of  the  Anaericau  army.  Idieir  trien.d- 
ship  liad  begun  at  Boston  with  the  first  euthusiastic 
outburst  of  the  revolution,  and  had  steadfastly  ma- 
tured in  the  camp  an.d  the  council. 

?Ie  had  been  intrusted  with  almost  dictatorial 
powers,  and  he  knew  that  the  eyes  of  the  confeder- 
ation were  upon  him.  •  He  was  fully  aware  of  the 
discipline  and  strength  of  the  magnificent  soldiery 
in  his  front;  that  they  were  led  by  men  wdiose 
honor  was  dearer,  bv  far,  to  them  than  life,  to  whom 
disgrace  and  defeat  meant  ruin  and  shame.  Greene 
knew  the  desperate  straits  to  which  lie  liad  driven 
his  adversary,  and  the  obstinacy  that  characterized 
his  nature.  He  sadly  knew  the  want  of  discipline 
in  his  ov.-n  hastily-gathered  forces,  and  how  inferior 
were  their  arras  ;  that  the  larger  part  of  them  had 
never  faced  a  British  column  with  their  dreadful 
"push   of  the   bayonet'-;    that    few   of   his  militia 
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liacl  ever  eudiircd  tlie  suspense  and  terror  of  :i  can- 
nonade, wliile  eonipelled  U>  inaeti^ri  thenrselves. 
He  hardlv  lioped  f<jr  victory;  but  lie  was  confident 
that  he  conld  wound  uud  crioide  his  adversary  and 
prevent  that  advcrs:iry  from  destroyini;  his  army. 
He  trusted  tliat  the  militia  would  so  ^tai^ir^r  and 
demoralize  the  British  columns  that  when  they 
encoinitered  his  reguUr  troops  they  would  fall  a 
prey  to  the  C<>ntir.ental  line  as  the>-  did  at  Cow- 
pens.  Desirino-  that  iri  all  thiri.L;-s  this  battle  should 
be  a  repetition  of  that,  he  seems  to  have  endeavored 
to  imitate  Mori(an  in  the  details  and  particulars  ot 
that  splen.did  achievement. 

"When  his  arrnno^cments  were  completed,  Greene 
pa.<^sed  alono-  the  fir.>t  line.  The  day  was  hot,  and,  hold- 
ing his  hat  in  one  hand,  he  was  wiping  the  perspiration 
from  his  ample  forehead  with  the  other.  His  voice  was 
clear  and  firm  as  he  cahed  his  men's  attention  to  the 
strength  of  their  position,  and,  Avo  M<'r^r,/;,  at  the  Cozcpcns, 
a.sked  only  Three  Rounds.  'Three  Roexds,  my  Boys, 
Axr>  THEN  voi;  MAY  EALL  RACK  I"  Tlien  taking  hi-  posi- 
tion with  the  Continentals,  he  held  himself  in  readiness 
to  oo  wherever  his  dntv  might  call  liinr" 

The  only  error  in  this  statement  is  that  it  was 
TWO,  not  {Jircr,  rounds  which  Greene  required.  The 
quotation  above  is  taken  from  ^'The  Life  of  Major 
General  Xathanael  Greene,"  by  his  grandson  George 
Washington  Greene,  vol.  3,  page  196. 

The  error  was  from  inadvertence,  not  intentional ; 
for  on  pages  143-4  of  the  same  volume,  the  author 
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o;ives  tills  account  ui  Morgairs  speech  and  require- 
ment of  his  troops  at  Cowpens.  Addressing  the 
militia,  Morgan 

''Bade  tJicr'i  call  to  /niirl  ///v  ozvn  lojfo-  experience 
aiul  iiiivarxiiic^  foeiuiie,  and  txhorted  them  to  take  cnnfi- 
ih'iiee  from  'lis  example^  be  ftnn  ami  slendy  and  ai'ore  all 
aim'  true.  '  Giee  me  TWO  FIRMS,  at  kill/uj^  distance,'  he 
exclaimed,  'and  I  zeill  maki  the  eietory  si.'re  /'  " 

The  author  savs  he  received  the  knowledge  of 
this  incident  from  "  tradition'' — no  doubt  a  direct 
tradition  from  his  grandfather,  and  handed  down 
from  sire  to  son  as  one  of  the  circun.ist-.inces  of  this 
battle  often  repeated  around  the  fireside. 

It  is  a  fact  so  significant  as  to  become  a  pivotal 
one  in  the  further  narrative  of  this  battle.  I  verily 
believe  that  ''upon  this  rock"  the  North  Carolina, 
militia  mav  rest  iheir  vindication  against  the  asper- 
sions cast  upon  them  in  historv,and  tliat  neither  the 
excuses  and  pretexts  of  defeated  sokiiers,  lior  the 
jealousies  of  States,  nor  tlie  -lander  of  enemies,  nor 
the  oft -repeated  misrepresentations  of  careless  and 
superficial  writers,  can  drive  them  from  this  solid 
foundation  of  eternal  truth  and  justice.  \\  hen  this 
incident  and  order,  now  established  in  liistory,  shall 
be  accepted  as  truth,  it  is  eas\-  to  demonstrate,  from 
the  testimony  of  e\-e-witnesses  and  participants  in 
this  battle,  that  the  requirement  of  General  Greene 
was    fuUilled;   that   the   order   given   to  the  North 


Carolina  iiiiiiria  b\-  liini  in  person  was  obeyed,  and 
that  their 

"Twice-!;*  tongue  of  boU-o'l  fiatne 
Blazed  full  upon  their  fociuen."* 

I  propose  to  fortiu'  uiy  position,  th.at  General 
Greerie  gave  this  order,  or  made  tlie  requirement 
of  onl}'  ^'  y^'o  J'Yrrs'"  frona  the  North  Carol in.a 
mihitia,  b\-  tlie  testimony  of  otlier  autliors  and 
writers. 

Johnson,  in  his  Life  of  Greene,  toL  i,  p.  57S, 
savs,  that  the 

"Orders  to  the  first  nne  (at  Cowpens)  v/ere  to  dehver 
/a'cv  dehiberate  disch.arges  at  the  distance  of  fifty  yards 
and  then  to  retire.'' 

Lee,  in  his  ?^Iemoirs,  page  227,  repeats  this 
speecli  in  thicse  words: 

"If  vou  will  pour  in  but  /avv  \-ollevs,  at  killing  dis- 
tance, I  will  take  upon  nixself  to  secure  victory." 

All  historians  agree  that  "two  rounds''  were 
required  bv  iMorgan,  and  then  tlie  militia  were  to 
fall  back. 

In  further  contirmation  of  George  \\'ashington 
Greene,  that  this  same  order  was  given  the  North 
Carolina  militia  at  Guilford  Court-House,  I  add 
other  testimony.  Garden,  who  was  one  of  Lee's 
Legion,  and  heard  the  speech,  says: 

*J.  W.  Ruir.ple,  poem  on  *his  battle. 
22 


^'Thc  North  Carolina  militia  were  assured  bv  Getieral 
Greene  that  if  thev  would  only  preserve  their  staiu/a 
long  enou-h  to  give  thei-  enemy  /u.v /ires  they  should 
obtain  Ids  free  perndssion  to  rt/irc  from  the  JuUr 
Gardtii\<  Anecdote:.^  p.  40. 

Gord.-n^s  History,  vol.  4-  P^g^  55^  "^'^  =^^-'^  ^^^'^ 
laiigtiage: 

-General  Stevens  had'  the  address  to  prevent  his 
brigade  from  receiving  anv  bad  impression  from  the 
retreating  Xorth  Carolinians  by  giving  out  that  thev  had 
orders  t^reth-e  after  di>charging  their  pieces.  To  cherish 
this  idea  he  ordered  his  men  to  open  their  files  to  tavor 
their  passage." 

It  is  evident  that  General  Stevens  and  his  whole 
command  were  apprised  of  the  order  to  the  Xorth 
Carolina  militia  (as  they  shonld  have  been)  ^to 
prevent  surprise  and  panic  m  tbeir  ranks  by  the 
retreat  of  the  Xorth  Carolinians  in  their  iront. 
Gordon  affects  to  believe  this  was  a  ruse  of  General 
Stevens,  but  in  this  he  is  manifestly  in  error.  The 
order  was  given  just  as  General  Stevens  commu- 
nicated it  to  his  command. 

Rev.  E.  W.  Caruthers.  D.  D.,  who  wrote  the  Life 
of  Rev.  Dr.  David  Caldwell  in  1S42.  had  been  over 
the  battle-held  of  Guilford  Court-House  very  often 
in  companv  with  the  soldiers  who  participated  m 
the  battle  and  had  conversed  with  many  old  pe^Dole 
of  the  neighborhood  who  knew  its  history  from 
their  cotemporaries,  and  was  therefore  familiar  with 
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the  incidents  and  traditions  of  tlie  battle.  Robert. 
Rankin,  a  member  of  the  Buft''alo  Church,  often 
pointed  out  the  diherent  localities  oi  the  field, 
especially  on  the  left,  where  Rankin  fou-'lu  nrider 
Colonel  Camp])ell  among  the  Xortli  Carolina  rifle- 
men. With  this  familiar  knowledge  of  events.  Dr. 
Cartithers  assnn.ies,  in  his  Life  of  Caldwell,  as  an 
established  fact,  known  by  e\er\d3od3',  that  the 
militia  were  ordered  to  fire  twice  and  then  retreat. 
Speaking  of  Captain  Forbis'  command,  page  236, 
he  says : 

"They  stood  firm  until  they  had  fired  luuce,  accord- 
ing to  orders." 

Again,  he  says  : 

''Thev  were  placed  in  the  front  rank,  stood  firm  and 
fired  the  number  of  times  prescribed  in  the  general 
order.  Forbis  liiin.>elf  fired  the  first  gun  in  that  division, 
and  killed  his  naan.'' 

There  are  several  incidental  allusions  to  this 
^' order"  to  fire  twice,  and  ahvays  as  one  of  the 
uuqnestionable  facts  connected  with  the  battle. 

It  is  not,  however,  emphasized  becatise  the  Doctor 
was  writing  the  biograph\-  of  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  and  not  a  defence  of  the  North  Carolina 
militia,  and  the  order  was  only  a  collateral  fact  in 
the  narrative. 

Subsequently,  in  1S56,  Dr.  Cartithers,  in  his 
Sketches — Second     Series — vindicated    the    North 
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Carolina  militia  frotn  the  cluiro'e  of  inefficiency  in 
the  battle. 

It  was  indeed  a  fact  well  kn.own,  an.d  often  spoken 
of  by  old  persons  to  succeediiii^  o;eneration5  ;  and 
it  is  inconipreliensible  that  a  circumstance  so  well 
known  and  understood  should  have  been  omitted  in 
his  }\lemoirs,  b\'  Colonel  Lee,  who  must  ha\'e  been. 
coc;;nizant  of  it.  for  lie  \cas  on  the  front  line  when  the 
order  was  given.  It  is  inexplicable  that  Johnson, 
too,  who  had  access  to  General  Greene's  correspond- 
ence and  papers,  sliould  lia\-e  suppressed  it,  while 
he  gives  great  promxinence  to  the  like  order  of 
General  iMorgan  at  Cowpens. 

I  have  in.  mv  possession,  als'j  an  interesting  letter 
from  Captain  James  Pb  J(Vj]nson,  of  Charlotte,  Xorih 
Caroliria,  gixung  me  the  statemen.t  of  Abran.i  Forne_v, 
of  Lincoluj  Countv,  who  remained  from  Pickens' 
brigade  to  participate  in  the  imperiding  battle. 
Fornev  states  distinctly  that  it  v\-as  "  two  roun.ds,'' 
and  adds  that  his  portion  of  the  line  obeyed  the 
order. 

There  can  be  nothing  settled,  bv  testimoriv,  more 
certainlv  than  the  fact  that  the  North  Carolina 
militia  were,  by  the  pcrsmial  ordc)-  of  General 
Greene,  directly  instructed  to  iirr  ticicc,  and  assured 
that  he  required  no  more  of  them.  And  it  is  the 
failure  to  observe  and  state  this  all-important  fact 
that  has  placed  these  troops  in  a  false  light  before 
their  posterity.  When  we  reflect  for  a  moment, 
this   order  is   so  reasonable   and   natural   that  we 
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cauiiOt  duubi  ilie  trutli  of  the  assertion  tliat  it  was 

gi\en. 

The  North   Carolinians    were   armed    with   tlieir 
hiintini^   rifles.      They    carried   their   powder  in  a 
powder-horn   withi  a  charg'er  attached.      Their  bnl- 
lets  and  patcliin--  were  in  a  ponch  to  their  leftside, 
and  the  tallow  to  cvrease  the  patchin<;  nnder  a  spnn-- 
in  the  stock  of  the  rine.      To  load  a  rifle  required 
thai  the   powder  be   measured  in   the   charger  an.d 
poured  carefully  into  the  snuill  muzzle  bore  of  the 
rine.     The  patcliing-  was  to  be  greased  and  placed 
over  tlie   muzzle  and   the  ball   placed  upon  it  and 
pressed  into  the  gun.      A  knife  was  then   used  to 
cut  off  the  surplus  patching.     The  ball  was  to  be 
rammed  down  the  gun  with  a   ramrod,  v/hich  was 
then  to  be  replaced  in  the  thinibles  along  the  barrel. 
The   last   operation  was   to   prime   the  pan   in   the 
flint  and  steel    lock  before   the  rifleman  was  ready 
to  hre  upon  his  enenny.      The  operation  required  at 
least  three  minutes  to  perform  it. 

If  the  British  line  were  hred  upon  ai  fifty  yards, 
they  could  be  over  the  intervening  ground  m  less 
than  fifty  seconds,  or  if  at  one  hundred  yards,  in 
one  and  a  half  minutes.  So  that,  unless  the  Briti.sh 
line  \s-as  repulsed  m  its  advance  by  the  deadlmess 
of  the  fire,  they  would  be  upon  the  milina  before 
it  was  possible  to  load  three  times,  or,  if  the  opera- 
tion of  loading  were  delayed,  by  trepidation  or 
accident,  before  they  could  fire  twice. 

It  is   evident   that   General    Greene,    as  well  as 
every  reasonable  person,  expected  that  the  militia 


w-ouM  L!:n-e  Avav  Avlieiiever  the  bayonet  did  reach 
then) ;  for  a.^^^ainst  it  they  hiad  no  arm  of  defence 
nor  discipline  to  beat  it  back.  Johnson  well  remarks. 
in  speakin;^^  iA  the  terror  of  tlie  bayonet,  tliat 
"nothing  bnt  the  absolnr.e  subjection  of  every 
hnman  feelir..^-  to  tlie  resirain.ts  of  discipline  can 
dissipate  the  real  or  imagined  terrors  of  such  a 
conflict  r  and  Lee  has  said  that  "  lo  expose  militia 
to  such  a  charge,  v.dthout  discipline  or  arms  to 
rcDel  it.  is  murder."  Therefore.  General  Greene 
instructed  them,  so  they  could  understand  it,  to 
tire  until  the  b?yonet  did  reach  tliem.  which  lie 
calculated  would  be  two  rounds,  and  tlfen  to  retire. 
Otherwise  it  would  have  been  to  expect  more  of  them 
than  of  the  conquerors  of  Ferguson  at  King's 
AiOiintain. 

The  sequel  will  sliow  that  the  North  Carolinians 
disobeved  no  order  in  reti-eatmg  before  thebayonei. 
and  that  they  performed  the  whole  duty  required 
of  them,  and  if  the  day  had  gone  as  didCowpens. 
the  order  of  Greene  to  the  militia  v/ould,  most  prob- 
ably, not  have  been  suppressed. 

General  Greene  having  now  retired  to  the  Con- 
tinental line,  exhorted  the  second  Maryland,  which 
v>-as  a  fresh  regiment,  though  regulars,  to  firmness 
and  courage.  He  was  no  more  on  the  front  line, 
and  as  to  its  conduct  he  could  only  afterwards 
speak  from  hearsay. 

The  British  army  ha\-ing  completed  its  array, 
advanced  with  that  steadiness  and  coolness  charac- 
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teristic  of  vetcrmi  ;iiid  disciplir.ed  soldiers.  I'ht- 
ground,  on  the  iiortli  side  of  the  road,  is  eoni]»ara- 
tivel}-  level  for  several  hundred  yards  in  frorit  of 
the  position  occupied  by  Brigadier  General  Eaton's 
bric^ade,  and  beirig  an  open  field,  tlie  line  ol  tl\e 
enemv,  with  their  bright  un.ifonns.  presented  a 
tempting  mark  to  the  riflemen.  Impatient  to  fire 
and  have  time  to  reload  for  a  second  discharge,  they 
threw  in  their  first  fire  at  on.e  hundred  arid  f  fty 
vards — a  distance  at  ^\dlicll  an  ordinary  riiieman 
could  bring  down  a  turkey  or  a  deer  at  almost  every 
shot,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  the\-  felt  sure  of 
hitting  the  scarlet  body  of  a  British  soldier. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  \\>bster,  seeing  the  effect  ot 
this  f  rst  fire,  arid  desiring  to  reaeli  the  militui  before 
it  could  be  repeated,  rode  to  the  front  and  ga\e  the 
order  to  charge  and  lie  himself  headed  the  advance. 

Colonel  Tarleton,  who  was  in  the  road,  in  the 
rear  of  Webster's  brigade,  aud  in  iull  view  ot  its 
advance  against  iBatoifs  brigade,  thus  describes  the 
scene  transpiring  before  his  eyes: 

"The  ordtr  and  toolucss  of  tliat  part  of  Webster's- 
brigade"  wliich  advanced  across  the  open  ground  cxpostd 
io  iJic  int')>i\' s  fire  cainiot  be  sufficienlly  exfoHed.  Tlie 
extremities  were  not  less  gallant,  but  were  more  pro- 
tected b\  the  woods  in  wh.ich  tlie\-  moved.  The  militia 
allowed  the  front  line  to  approach  within  150  yards 
before  they  gave  their  fire.'' 

Stedman,    the    English   historian,   who    was   the 
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Conimisfary  General  of  Corinvanis,  and  was  also  a, 
speccator  of  the  scene,  repeats  this  account  of  Web- 
5ter\s  advance  and  vouclies  for  Tarleton's  oencral 
description  of  the  battle.  Colonel  Lee,  who  knew 
Stedman\s  cliaracter  wtU,  and  the  incidents  of  tlie 
whole  campaign,  in  correcting  an  unintentional 
error  into  which  Stednian  had  f^iljen  about  the 
defeat  of  P3-ie,  says:  ^T  have  acknowledged  my 
conviction  of  Stednian/s  impartiality  and  respect 
ior  truth."  Therefore,  this  account  of  Tarleton's 
conies  endorsed  by  Stedman,  and  Stedman's  char- 
acter is  endorsed  bv  Lee. 

Tarleton's  statement  is  a  prominent  and  important 
fact,  because,  if  '>the  order  and  coolness  of  Web- 
ster's brigade  under  the  hre  of  the  Xorth  Carolina 
militia  cannot  be  'Lsutticiently  extolled,"  the  fire 
must  h.ave  been  very  deadly  and  continuous. 

Tarleton  and  Stedman  would  not  acknowledge 
the  insufiiciency  of  the  English  language  to  describe 
this  charge  unless  it  was  made  in  the  face  of  a  gall- 
ing and  destructive  lire.  The  tribute  to  the  "cook 
ness  and  courage"  of  Webster's  brigade  involves 
the  highest  tribute  to  the  firmness  of  the  Xortli 
Carolina  brigade. 

Another  English  historian,  Lamb,  who  was  at 
that  time  an  officer  of  the  Thirty-third  regiment 
and  participated  in  this  charge,  has  also  quoted 
Tarleton's  language  with  approbation,  and  in  order 
to  give  further  and  greater  emphasis  to  the  coolness 
and  courage  of  Webster's  brigade,  he  .says: 


'-Astlie  author  btloiured  :o  Coionel  Webster's  brio^ade, 
he  is  enabled  (dtid  the  reader  will  luUurally  expect  it  oi 
linn)  to  state  some  circumstances,  unnoticed  by  any  his- 
torian, from  his  own  i)ersonal  observation.  Atter  the 
brigade  formed  across  the  open  ground,  Colonel  \\  ebster 
rode  on  to  the  front  and  gave  the  wurd,  'Charge!' 
Instantlv  the  niovennent  v.as  made  in  excellent  order  at 
a  shari)  run,  with  arms  charged  ;  when  arrived  zalhvi 
forly  vairds  of  the  enemv's  hue  it  was  perceu'ea  tliat  tlieir 
wdiole  force  had  tlieir  arms  presented  and  resting  on  a 
rail-fence,  the  common  partition  in  America.  Tiity  wwe 
faking  aim  zciilt  tJir  nicest  prfcismn. 

"  '""Tuixt  host  and  liosc  !.i:l  narro\v  -pace  wa;?  left— 
A  dreadful  interval,  and  front  to  front, 
Presented,  stood  in  terrible  array.' 

'^■\t  tliis  awfu-l  period  a  ^::;LUira!  paiiSL  took  place; 
both  parties  sur\e\'ed  eacli  other  a  moment  witli  most 
anxious  suspense.  Colonel  Weljster  then  rode  iorward 
in  front  of  the  Twenty-tliird  regiment  and  said,  wdth 
more  than  his  usual  commanding  voice,  whdch  w-as  well 
known  t^;  h.is  Lndgade,  'Come  (ju,  my  brave  Fusileers  I' 
This  operated  like  an  iiis[>iring  voice.  They  ru-lied 
forward  amidst  ///r  ciiDuf  s  fire.  Drcadfii!  leas  tJit  Iiavoc 
on  both  sides. 

'■  •  .^mazing  scene  '. 
What  ^ho%vers  of  mortal  hail,  what  llaky  tires  !' 

"At  last  the  Americans  gave  wa\-  and  the  brigade 
advanced  to  the  attack  of  the  second  line."  ^^ 

Lamb  wrote  his  work  in  1809,  after  seeing  other 

*Lanib'ri  Hi--torv  of  the  Anierican  Revolution,  p.  361. 
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accoiiiils  Ol  tiiis  bp.ctle,  and  felt  coiistraiiiod  to  give 
his  personal  recollectif.nis  of  this  particular  part  of 
the  eug-agenaent,  because  he  was  an  acti\e  partici- 
pant in  it  arid  no  otlier  historian  had  described  tlie 
action  in  det:-iil  in  that  part  of  the  held.  This 
author  is  one  of  tlie  h.i^.diest  respectabilitv  and  is 
lrequentl\-  quoted  by  American  historians.  In 
Carrington's  ''  I'.attles  of  the  Anaencan  Revolutiun," 
a  stanchird  work  of  recent  date,  copio/U.s  quotations 
are  made  from  Lamb.  He  is  also  qiu^ted  bv  George 
Washington  Greene  in.  hisbiographv  of  the  General. 
Lamb's  \\'ork  was  published  bv  sn.bscription.  and 
among  tlie  list  of  subscribers  are  most  of  tlie  noble- 
men and  literati  ot  his  day.  L;imb  was  a  teacher 
in  a  higli  school  in  Scotland  and  a  man  of  letters 
as  well  as  a  soldier. 

Can  any  one  doubt  tlie  truth  of  such  a  statemeut, 
coming  Ironi  a  participant  in  the  scene,  who  gives 
sucli  emphasis  arid  particnlarit\-  to  details,  and  who 
is  ot  uriimpeachable  ch.aracter  for  truth  and  intelli- 
gence ? 

I  can.  safely  rest  the  reputation  of  that  part  ot" 
the  Xortli  Carolina  militia  under  General  Katon, 
on  these  splendid  tributes  to  their  courage  and 
iirmness. 

It  establishes  the  fact  that  they  had  fired  once 
and  reloaded,  and  when  the  enemv  v/ere  in  forty 
paces  were  resting  their  rifles  on  the  rails  and  aim- 
ing with  the  ''nicest  precision"  at  their  foe.  So- 
appalling  was  tlieir  martial    array   that  even   the 
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British  veterans,  wiii.-  had  faced  so  iiiauv  dangers 
from  Qufbec  to  Camden,  paused  and  stood  agliast 
at  the  spectacle,  and  tiiat  on!\-  tlie  ma,(^-ic  voice  of 
their  conamn.nder,  accompanied  v\-ith  his  reckless 
exposure  in.  tlieir  ti'ont,  could  prevail  upon  them  to 
advance. 

7'he  "liavoc"  v/as  great,  s;.i\-s  Lamb,  an.d  we  may 
well  believe  it.  Ritlemcn  w  iio  could  take  a  squirrel's 
head  from  the  highest  tree  would  not  be  likelv  to 
miss  a  scarlet  uniform  at  forty  paces. 

In  Foote's  Sketclies  of  \drginia,  Second  Series, 
p.  i-jcj,  is  a  biograph\-  of  tlie  Rev.  Samuel  Hou.ston, 
a  Presbyterian  minister,  whose  simple  epitaph  tells 
tlie  story  oi  his  useful  and  hoiiurable  and  pious  life: 

SACRKD 

TO  THE  VIF.MORV 
OF    TflK 

Rev.  SAMUEL  HOUSTON, 

WHO  I>:  EAREV  EIFE  WAS  A  SOEDIER  OE  THE 

.  RE\0EUTIOX, 

ANT)   FOR  55    YEARS   A    FAITHFUL   M'lXESTER   OF   THE 

LORD  JESUS  CHRLST. 

HE  DIED  OX  THE  20TH   D.AV  OF    [AX EAR V,    1839, 

AGED  Si  years. 

Mr.  Houston  was  a  student  at  Lexington  Academv. 
but  responded  to  a  call  for  volunteers,  and  was  one 
of  General  Stevens'  command  at  this  battle,  and 
kept  a  diary  of  his  movements  from  February  26th 
to  Marcli  2^^d,  in  which    are   related  many  interest- 
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incr  iucldents.      He  \v:is  ilnui  of  telliiio;  the  story  of 
this  battle,  and  thus  dosctibes  its  opening: 

''The  Virginia  line  was  in  the  forest,  the  Carolina 
militia  partlv  in'the  iorest  and  partly  in  the  skirt  ot  the 
forest  and  partlv  brhind  tht  fence  inclosing  the  open 
s^^ace,  across  which  tiie  Britisii  force  was  advancia^wuh 
extended  fron:. 

''siccoiLiiiig  to  orders,  the  Carolina  line,  ^vhen  the  - 
enemy  were  very  )u\n\  :^ave  their  tire,  which  on  tlie  h:ft 
of-thcBritisJi  Iirw  icas  drad!\\  and  liaiing  rcpcatrd  it, 
retreated.  Some  remained  to  give  a  tiiird  fire  and  some 
made  such  haste  in  retr-at  as  to  bring  reproach  npon 
themselves  as  deficient  in  braverv,  while  their  neighbors 
behaved  like  lieroes." 

?Iere  is  n.  direct  confirmation  of  Lamb's  acconnt 
of  the  ''deadly  fire''  on  Webster's  brigade,  and  a 
positive  assertion  that  the  hre  Avas  ''repeated/'  and 
that  some  remained  to  fire  the  third  time,  and  that 
they  acted    ''according  to  orders.'' 

That  there  was  "haste  in  tlie  retreat"  wdien  it 
beo-an,  is  conceded;  bnt  no  military  man  or  intelli- 
gent reader  of  tlie  history  of  militia  contests  wonld 
have  expected  it  to  be  otherwise.  Tiie  Virginians 
and  North  Carolinians,  being  nndisciplined  troops, 
were  alihe  disorderly  when  retreating  from  the  field. 
The  North  Carolinians  had  done  all  they  were 
commanded  or  instrncted  to  do,  and  hastened  to  the 
rear,  where  they  were  ordered  to  rally  again.  ^Ir. 
Houston  was  frank  and  just  as  well  as  truthtul,  for 
in  describing  the  advance  of  the  British  on  Stevens' 
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brio-ade.  after  the  Nortli  Carolinians  retrea.ted,  he 
relates  as  the  nrst  fact  occurring  that  ^'oiir  brigade 
Major,  Mr.  AVilbanis,  fled." 

The  Rev.  J.  Kenry  vSniitli,  D.  D.,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  ministers  of  tlie  Presbvterian  Chuircli 
in  the  South,  and  for  twentA'-h-e  \'ears  pastor  at 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  has  seen  ^Vlr.  Honstori 
in  liis  old  age  and  k-ne\v  liis  character  well,  and 
testifies  to  the  great  esteem  and  reverence  in  v>  hicli 
he  vv'as  held  b}-  ail  who  knew  him.  He  v/as  one  of 
the  leading  spirits  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
A^'irginia  ir^  his  da.y. 

These  men  of  North  Carolina  did  their  dutv,  and 
afi.er  firing  evQvy  shot  possible,  before  the  bayonet 
was  upon  them,  c.a'Vivy/ ^;;-(/r;>\  and  retreated  behind 
the  second  lin.e,  who  were  in  readiness  to  give  tlie 
enem\'  a  similar  reception. 

On  Butler's  side  of  the  road  the  Nortli  Carolina 
militia  and  Forirtis'  volunteers  gave  the  Eritisli  a 
bloody  repulse.  The  Scotch  Llighlanders,  a  regi- 
ment of  Leslie's  brigade,  rested  its  left  on  the  New 
Garden  or  old  Salisfuirv  ruad,  and  therefoi-e  was 
immediately  in  f^ont  of  Butler's  militia,  chief!}' 
from  Orange,  Granville  and  CTiiilford. 

Captain  Dugald  Stuart,  who  commanded  a  com- 
pany in  the  71st  regiment  (called  "' Scotch  High- 
landers") on  that  day,  when  writing  to  a  relative 
in  Guilford  Coiint\' tinder  date  of  October  25th,  1S25, 
uses  the  following  language: 

"In  the  advance  we  received  a  very  deadly  fere  from 
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the  Irish  line  of  Uie  AiiK-ricar.   army,  coinposed  of  their 
marksmen,  K'iug'  oil  the  ^^ruinui  rc/n^ui  a  r<yi/ /cure. 

'' Oiif-ha!/'  thr  H!::rJilaiidtrs  dropped  on  Uiat  .p.of . 
There  oiiyiit  to  be  a  \er\'  lar^c  liintulns  on  that  spot 
u'here  our  men  \rere  buried."" 

This  letter  .was  written  by  Captain  Stnart  to  a. 
rehative  in  Gnilturd  Countw  who  had  sn^'gested  tliat 
most  of  the  Highbinders  had  been  killed  in  tlie 
charge  on  the  Continental  line,  and  these  p)articn- 
lars  were  given  to  eorreet   that  error. 

The  centre  of  the  State  had  among  its  popula- 
tion, at  that  period,  many  Irish  arid  Scotch-lrisli, 
and  for  that  reason  the  militia  line  was  called  the 
Irish  line. 

The  I II ill n ins.  to  which  Captain  Stttart  refers  is, 
no  dotibt,  the  two  large  graves,  sixteen  feet  square 
and  six  feet  deep,  n.ear  'tlie  Hoskins  residence, 
which  were  nllcd  with  the  dead  bodies  of  the  English 
armv,  thns  confirming  Captain  Stnart's  memory  in 
regard  to  it. 

A  further  confirmation  of  this  positive  statement 
of  Captain  Stuart  is  an  extract  from  ''  Brov.;n's 
History  of  the  Highland  Clans,''  as  quoted  b_v 
Caruthers,  vol.  "2,  p.  134: 

"The  Atnericar.s,  covered  by  a  fence  in  their  front, 
reserv-ed  their  fire  till  the  liritish  v;ere  in  thirty  or  forty 
paces,  at  which  distance  they  opened  a  destructive  fire, 
which  annihilated  nearh'  one-third  of  Webster's  brigade. '' 

The   Highlanders,  however,  were   tinder  Leslie, 

*'Carut.liiir's  Sketches,  Secornl  Series,  p.   [34. 
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iiistead  of  \Vebstc:r.  that  dav.  Inii  joined  Webster's 
right. 

The  Hessians  were  opposed  bv  tlie  left  of  Butler's 
brigade  and  tb^e  \-oluJiteers  under  }''orbis.  These  lat- 
ter, Lee  eurJesses,  were  firr.i  and  never  gave  way 
except  to  snllenlv  and  slowlv  retreat  Ijetore  the 
English  bavonet.  and  adhered  to  Cairipbelrs  ecni- 
niand  to  the  ver}'  last.. 

It  was  a  Xorth  Ciirolin;:i  rifie  that  brought  down 
the  first  English  officer  in  this  battle. 

Colonel  James  Martin,  in  his  petition  for  a  pen- 
sion, thn.s  describes  tiie  scene: 

"I  was  posted  0:1  the  front  line  with  a  cotnpan}'  coui- 
manded  b\'  Captain  Forbis,  a  brave,  iindanuted  fellow. 
We  were  posted  behind  a  fence,  and  1  told  the  men  to  sit 
down  rnitil  the  British,  who  were  odvancing,  came  near 
erongh  to  slioot.  Wiien  tliey  came  with.in  al^out  100 
vards,  a  British  officer  withi  a  dravv-n  sword  was  driving 
up  his  men.  I  asked  Captain  Forbis  if  he  could  take 
liim  down.  He  said  he  could,  for  he  had  a  good  ritle.  I 
told  liim  to  let  him  come  in  tift}'  yards  and  then  take 
him  down,  wliich  he  did.  It  was  a  Captain  of  the 
British  a^any,  and  at  that  instant  (ieneral  Greene  sent 
his  aid-de-camp  to  me  to  go  to  hinn  and  I  v/etit  and 
asked  him  his  connnand.  He  told  me  as  he  had  begun 
battle,  and  I  had  not  a  complete  regiment,  he  wislicd  me 
to  go  witli  Major  Hunter  to  the  court-house,  and  in  case 
of  defeat  to  rally  the  men,  which  we  did  and  collected 
about  500  and  were  march,  ing  them  to  the  battle-ground 
when  I  met  General  Stevens,  of  the  Virginia  corps, 
retreatine.      I   asked   him   if  the  retreat  was  bv  General 


Greene's  orders.  He  s:ud  it  was.  I  then  retreated  with 
hiin  and  ordered  tlie  men  to  repair  to  the  Troublesome 
Iron  Works  to  outnt,  as  ha:  hiad  ordered  me,  whicli  we 
obeyed."" 

It  was  stated  bv  Peter  Rife,  of  \'irLrinia,  one  of 
Lee's  Legion,  to  Caruthcrs,  that  he  witnessed  the 
fact  with  his  own  eyes,  tliat  tlie  men  of  Guilford 
fired  till  tlie  Hessians  mounted  the  fence,  arid  then 
clubbed  their  rifles  and  fought  them  back,  hand  to 
hand.  When  asked  if  this  was  not  done  by  Camp- 
bell's rnen.  he  replied  iridigaiantly,  ''Xo,  it  was  the 
Xorth-  Carolinians.  I  sat  on  my  horse  and  saw 
them  with  mv  own  eyes." 

Camthers  theui.  remarked  to  him,  ''  According  to 
historv.  the  Xorth  Carolina  militia  did  nothing  on 
that  occasion,"  and  hiC  replied  with  some  sternness: 
"Whoever  says  the  X'ortli  Carolina  militia  did 
nothing  on  that  day,  says  Zc'/uit  is  falsi',  for  I  knoi-j 
he  firry  T 

I  quote  further  from  Camthers  :% 

''Wiiliain  Alontci^omery,  of  GuiUord  County,  who  was 
one  of  Captain  Forbis'  cornT)an\'  and  one  ot  the  t<;Mir  who 
stood  by  him  to  the  last,  wbien  describing  th.e  scerie  in 
after  hfe>  risnallv  illustrated  ic  by  saying  tliat,  after  tliey 
delivered  their  first  fire,  wliich  was  a  deliberate  one,  with 
their  ritles,  the  part  of  the  British  line  at  which  they 
aimed  looked  Hke  the  scattering  stalks  in  a  wheat  field,, 
when  the  liarvest  man  has  passed  over  it  v/ith  his  cradle."* 

■•'Wheeler's  Reminiscences,  p.  414. 
tOanithers,  Secoml  Series,  p.  132. 
;Caruthers,  Seccivl  Series,  p,   1,54. 


As  evidence  of  tlv:  coolness  and  pluck  of  the 
men  of  Alamarxce,  Canithers  relates  the  following 
anecdote : 

'AVilliani  Paislcv,  father  of  the  Rev.  Sauuicl  Paisley, 
who  15  vet  living,  was  one  of  Captain  Forbis^  iiei^libors 
and  one  of  las  hiaut.-.L  men.  He  was  one  of  the  kist  to 
lea\-e  tlie  o-ronnd,  and  wlicn  abont  to  retreat,  on  looknag 
under  the  smoke,  the  British  were  so  near  that  tliere 
seemed  to  be  no  chance  oi  escape  ;  and  dropping  on  the 
cn-ound  he  lav  with  his  face  in  the  leaves  as  if  he  were 
dead.  Supposin;^'  that  lie  was  dead,  they  rnsuecl  oy 
without  ifoticiiig  him  and  en-a^^ed  with  t]i.:  Virginians. 
As  soon  as  they  had  (kme  so,  he  got  np.  and  on  looking 
aronnd  he  saw  a  British  soldier  wlio  was  a  very  large 
man,  and  so  nuich  afraid  of  the  rides  tliat  he  was  keep- 
ing a  tree  between  hiia  and  danger,  peeping  first  trom 
one  side  and  then  the  other.  He  said  he  thonght  he 
woiud  give  the  cowardly  dog  j;)ne  'pop'  at  all  events, 
and  levekng  his  rifle  he  laid  him  on  the  gronnd  at  the 
foot  of  tlie  tree." 

Ckirnthers  adds  the  personal  testimony  of  ntimer- 
ons  others,  either  soldiers  v;ho  participated  in  the 
battle  or  visitors  to  it  next  day,  and  with  whom  he 
had  conversed,  cmftrniatory  of  tlte  deadly  effect  ot 
the  fire  from  Bntler's  brigade  and  Bk^rbis"  men. 
Many  of  these  soldiers  survived  and  were  coterapo- 
raries  of  Doctor  Cam thers,  who  was  for  many  years 
the  distinguished  pastor  of  Alamance  Presbyterian 
Church  and  successor  to  Doctor  David  Caldwell. 

I   copy   from   ^'JeffersoiBs   Correspondence,"  voB 
I,  p.  213,  the  folloAving  letter: 
23 
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^'RiCMMOXD,  Marcli  2i.st,  17S1. 
"/}/  His  L-Ixiscllfiicv  !hr  President  (>/'  Co/zj^rrss.- 

"Siu: — The    triiclustd   letter  will   infonn   >  on  of  the 
arri's'al  of  a  Hi'itish  fleet  in  CJiesapeake  I-5a\'. 

''Tlie  extrenie  iie^^-li^eiice  of  our  stationed  expresses 
is  no  donbt  llie  cause,  as  \"et,  wli_\'  lio  authentic  account 
has  reached  us  oi  a  o'euLral  action,  whicli  happ^^^ued  on 
the  I5tli  inst.,  about  a  mile  an.d  a  half  fmni  Guilford 
Court-Hou.se,  between  ( ieiieral  (dTreene  and  Lord  Corn- 
wallis.  Captain  Sir..c;leton,  an  inteHi,L;ent  officer  of 
Harrison's  artillerv,  who  was-  in  the  action,  has  this 
moment  arrived  here,  and  gives  the  o;eneral  information 
that  botli  parties  v/ere  prepared  anal  desirous  for  action  ; 
tlie  enem\'  were  sup])Osed  afiuut  twenit}'-five  hundred 
strong,  our  annv  about  four  thousar.d  ;  tliat  after  a  very 
warm  and  gen.eral  engagement  of  about  an  la^nr  and  a 
half,  we  retreated  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  field, 
in  good  order,  having,  as  he  supposed,  between  two  and 
tliree  liundred  killed  and  wounded — the  enemy  between 
five  and  ?even  hundred  killed  and  wounded  ;  that  we  lo.>t 
four  pieces  of  artiller\-  ;  //iitc'  ih.c  niili/ii!,  as  -a'f//  as  rtgii- 
/ars,  ht/iaz'fdiXLtCi'mj^/y  :rtil :  that  Ciencral  Greene,  he 
belie\-es,  would  have  ren.ewed  tlie  action  the  Uiext  da\\ 
luid  it  not  prct\-ed  rain;/,  and  would  renew  it  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  he  su[)poses  ;  that  tlie  v^dlole  of  his  troops, 
both  regulars  and  militia,  were  in  high  spirits  and  wish- 
ing a  second  engagement  ;  th.at  the  loss  has  fallen  pretty 
ecpiallv  on  the  militia  and  regulars  ;  that  General  Stevens 
received  a  bail  through  the  thigh  ;  }^Iajor  Anderson,  of 
Maryland,  was  killed,  and  Captain' Barrett,  of  Washing- 
ton's cavalry  ;  Captain  Fanntleroy,  of  the  same  cavalry, 
was  shot  through  the  thigh  and  left  on  the  field. 

"Captain  Singleton,  having  left  the  camp  the  day  after 
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the  haltlc,  does  not  speak    frci'i    particular  returns,  none 
such  haviti.q  l:een  then  made. 

''I  have  tlic  honor  to  be,  with  very  hi;4-ii  respect  and 
esteein,  vour  KxcclU-ucy's  nio^t  obedient  and  most  hunibk' 
servant,"  "'l^i^-  Jkffhrsox/' 

The  statenieiit   of  Captain   Smgleloii,  who   com- 
manded the  artillerv.  wliich  was  stationed  immedi- 
atelv  between  tlie  two  North  Carolina  brigades  on 
tlie    front   line,  and   had    the    best    opportunity   to 
observe  tlieir  conduct,  ar.d  who  was  a  Virginian,  m 
no  wa\-  partial  to  North  Carolina,   '•  that  the  Jiiilituu 
as  lecll  as  tiir  )-('o-iihirs,  bf/iar(-n'  i\vcrra'r>i_Q'/y  u'c/i\  '  is 
certainly  entitled  to  very    great  weight  <-n  this  dis- 
puted point.      He  v,-as  not  only  an  eye-witness  and 
participant    in    the     battle,     bu':     his     movements 
depended   on    the   action    of    the    North    Carolina 
militia  and   his  own   safety   was  involved   in   their 
conduct.      I   cannot   imagine  a  witness  whose  testi- 
mo;iv   could   be   more   pertinent   and   reliable  than 
that  of  Captain  Singleton. 

We  may  furtlier  consider  that  he  did  not  leave 
Gre.uie's  camp  until  the  day  after  the  battle,  and 
haci  tlierefore  an  opportunity  to  converse  with  his 
fellow  soldiers  about  its  incidents  and  occurrences 
and  to  get  a  correct  impression  of  the  conduct  ot  the 
troops.  He  was  no  doubt  a  messenger  to  convey 
tidings  of  this  battle  to  Governor  Jefferson,  and  had 
no  motive  to  conceal  the  truth  and  every  inducement 
of  honor  to  tell  it.  His  other  statements  in  regard 
to   the  battle  are  correct,  and  why  should  we  suspect 
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tlint  he  prevaricLiU.d  iii  this  out'?  Where  is  the 
motive  or  tlie  reason  for  an  \-  sucli  suspicion?  There 
was  no  man  in  Greene's  wliole  comniand  who  bore 
a  liiii'her  chiaracter  thian  vSin^^detoii  or  who  more 
heartilv  despised  a  fah->ehood. 

leherson  eould  not  liave  misnndcrstood  him, 
eager,  as  lie  evinees  liimself  to  be,  for  n.ews  trom 
the  battle.  We  mav  inragine  that  tlic  two  talked 
long  about  it,  and  if  Sin.gletoii  had  said  tluit  the 
North  Carolina  militia  shainiefnlly  f.ed  and  lost 
the  battle,  Jefferson  would  not  have  been  slow  to 
hear  it  and  denounce  it.  The  conclusion  is,  that 
Singleton  spoke  tl\e  truth. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  sustain,  b}-  the  testi- 
miOnv  of  credible  witnesses,  the  affirmation  that  the 
North  Carolina  militia  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them,  in  this  battle,  by  tlie  order  of  General  Greene, 
delivered  to  them  in  person,  on  the  field,  and  that 
this  dutv  was  well  performed  by  givin.g  the  enemy 
two  well-directed  and   ''deadly''   tires. 

To  summarize  the  argument  on  the  first  point, 
that  the  order,  to  fire  twice  and  then  retire,  was 
eiven  to  the  militia,  we  have  the  uncontradicted 
testimonv  of  Garden,  wlio  heard  it,  of  George  Wash- 
ington Greene,  who  received  it  as  a  famil\'  tradi, 
tion,  and  of  Caruthers,  who  heard  it  from  numerous 
soldiers  who  were  in  the  battle.  No  author  nor 
writer  has  ever  contradicted  or  doubted  the  testi- 
mony, and  the  characters  of  the  witnesses  are  above 
reproach.  The  fact  is,  therefore,  established,  as  far 
as  htiman  testimonv  can  establish   anv  fact. 


Oil  the  other  [.oiiit.  *-hnt  the  order  was  obeyed  m 
letter  and  spuit,  we  have  the  testimony  of  the  Eng- 
lisli  aiitliors  Tarleton,  Stedniaii  and  Lamb,  wlio 
were  present  and  eith.er  participating  or  observing 
the  facts  ahont  whicl-i  tliey  vrrotc,  and  of  Captain 
Dui^-ald  S.nart,  vdiuse  n-ieVi  feil  under  thiis  '^  deadly" 

fire. 

On  the  American  side  we  r^ave  the  testimony  ol 
the  Rev.  Samnel  Honston,  a  man  of  exalted  char- 
acter ancL  an;  eye-vhtness  of  what  he  relates;  of 
Captain  Anthonv  vSingletcrii,  of  tlie  artillery,  'vho 
was  in.  line  whb  the  North  Carolina  militia;  and 
Peter  Rife,  a  soldier,  who  denonnces  as'  false  the 
assertion  'Uhat  the  Xortli  Carolina  militi^i  did 
nothing."  All  these  are  \'irgindans — fellow-citi- 
zens of  Lee  and  Campbell;  Rife,  a  soldier  in 
Lee's  command. 

To  the.se  we  mav  add  tlie  evidence  of  William 
^lontgomerv,  of  fTuihb'rd  Connty,  who  was  well 
known  to  persons  yet  living,  and  whose  character 
as  christian,  patriot  and  soldier  no  man  won  Id  dare 
assail  vhere   ^lontgoinery  was  known. 

Whth  sue  11  a  "  clond  of  witnesses."  may  we  not 
be  pardoned  for  disbelieving  the  account  written  by 
Lee  in  1S09,  twent\--eight  years  after  the  battle, 
from  meniorv  alune  ?  That  memory,  too,  was  so 
treacherous  and  inaccurate,  in  regard  to  this  very 
battle,  that,  in  describing  the  positions  of  the 
American  troops,  he  placed  Lawson's  brigade  of 
Virginia  militia  on  the  front  line,  and  speaks  of  it 
as  receiving-  tiie  cliarge  of  Webster's  brigade;   and 


placed  all  the  Xortii  Carolina  militia  on  the  south 
side  of  tlie  Xew  Garden  road — errors  so  palpable  tliat 
110  subsequent  auth.or  has  ever  repealed  them  It 
Lt^e  could  nut  even  remei'nber  where  tlie  North  Caro- 
lina militia  were,  how  could  lie  recall  tlie  picture  oi 
their  flight,  as  he  rhetorically  describes  it?  Tlie 
errors  of  Lee.  in  Iris  Memoirs,  are  so  numerous  tliat 
Johnson,  after  exposing  mauy  of  t'nem.  speaks  ol 
the  "'general  inaccuracy"  of  the-  whole  uarrative. 
But  Lee  has  written  so  charmingly  tliat  liis  book 
has  become  a  popular  t'"avt_)rlte,  and,  indeed,  when 
he  is  accurate,  no  one  describes  the  incidents  ot  that 
period  wdtli  more  f  )rce  and  beauty  than  he. 

Campbelkb  statement  is  coiitiiincd  in  a  letter 
written  to  th.e  Re\'.  iVIr.  Cumming,  in  September, 
I  781,  and  savs  ''  a  wdiole  brigade  of  North  Carolina 
militia  abandoned  their  party  from  the  first  onset."''" 
Lee  does  not  confine  the  abandonment  to  one 
brigade,  but  includes  both  in  his  exuberant  tancy. 
Of  such  like  inconsistent  accusations  it  was  said, 
in  Holv  Writ,  ''but  neither  so  did  their  witness 
agree  together."  Both  Lee  and  Campbell  protess 
to  describe  v/hat  tliey  saw,  but  they  did  not  see  it 
alike,  or  did  not  see  it  at  all. 
We  will  resume  the  narrative. 
The  British  not  only  received  a  galling  lire  from 
the  front,  but  Washington's  corps  on  the  right  and 
CampbelTs  on  the  left  poured  in  a  heavy  lire  on 
their  flanks. 

*Gibbs'  Doc.  Ilistorv. 
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It  n-as  so  heavA'  on  the  left  flarik  tliat  Colonel 
Weljster  wlieeled  the  23d  and  33d  regiments  to  the 
left,  so  as  to  face  Lynch  arid  Kirk  wood,  while  the 
Light  infaiitr\'  of  the  Guards  and  the  Yagers,  under 
General  O'Hara,  turned  obliquely  across  the  tield 
and  formed  tc>  their  extreme  left,  and  the  front  of  the 
battle,  at  that  p->int.  was  nearK'  at  a  right  angle  to 
the  former  line.  This  movcmerit  left  a  \-acancv  in 
the  British  line  next  to  the  old  Salisbury  road, 
formerly  Webster's  right  flank,  and  into  this  the 
Second  battalion  ot  Guards  was  marched  and 
continued  to  irioye  eastwardly,  resting  tlieir  right 
on  the  road. 

Lynch  and  Kirkwood  being  liard  pressed,  re- 
treated under  cover  of  Washington's  cavalrv  an.d 
formed  on  the  extreme  right  (A  Lawson's  brigade 
of  Virginians. 

Colonel  Webster  was  now  free  to  readjust  his 
old  lin.e  and  make  it  co-extensive  with  the  \hrgin.- 
ians  in  his  front,  the  only  change  being  that  the 
Second  battalion  of  Guards  r.ow  formed  his 
rii^ht. 

The  North  Car(^lina  militia  had  left  the  field  and 
retreated  tov»-ards  the  Court-House.  Their  retreat 
was  disorderly  and  resulted  in  a  flight.  The\'  were 
without  discipline,  and  the  flight  became  a  rout, 
and  in  this  consisted  their  misforturie  tliat  day  ; 
one  common  to  militia  everywhere. 

On  the  left  of  the  American  line  the  militia  had 
generally  been  driven  from  their  position,  but  the 
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iire  from  Ccinipbcir'^;  corps  becar.ie  so  deadly  tliat 
Colonel  Xortou,  witli  the  First  battalion  of  (juards, 
Avas  ordered  to  ioin  tlie  British  line  on  the  riL^'lu 
and  oppose  themselves  to  Camph/cll. 

As  the  H^'S^i^'"'-ii'  rei^iment  passed  tlie  line  of  tlie 
iniliti;i,  it  "wheeled  to  tlie  rio-ht,  and,  ir^  lirie  witli 
Norton,  faced  Can.ipr;eil.  Campbell  was  reiniorccd 
bv  many  of  Bntler's  brii^ade,  who  retveated  in  that 
direction,  and  by  all  of  P^orbis'  men,  who  farmed 
on-.Campbeirs  right.  Lee's  Legion  was  on  that  flank. 
The  71st  Regiment,  of  Kighlanders,  continned  on 
its  eonrse  np  the  road  and  soon  engaged  Stevens' 
brigade  of  \'irginians. 

It  had  been  the  intention  of  Campbell  to  fall  bac-k 
and  put  liis  corps  in  line  on  the  left  of  Stevens,  but 
the  Hessians  "passed  so  rapidlv  in  his  front  as  to 
cut  him  off.  He  was  also  delaved  by  his  conflict 
with  Xorton  on  the  left.  The  ri Piemen,  retiring- 
deeper  iiitf'  the  forest,  took  to  the  trees  and  made 
it  so  hot  for  tlie  Guards  that  they  were  compelled 
to  retreat  in  great  disorder.  •  CornAwallis  came  in 
person  to  their  rescue,  and  by  riding  in  their  front 
and  exposing  himself  to  imminent  danger,  succeeded 
in  ralh-ing  them.  The  Hessians  being  now  joined 
again  bv  the  Guards,  made  a  combined  charge  and 
drove  Campbell  to  the  south,  and  entirely  separated 
his  command  t'roni  the  American  army,  so  that  in 
fact  two  distinct  battles  were  raging  at  the  same 
time. 

About  one-quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  southeast  of 
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CanipbelTs  first  posiiion,  Corirvvnllis,  who  vras  fol- 
lowhio-  up  Xortou  and  the  Hessians,  had  a  kirge 
iron-_t;"rav  liorse  shot  rrorii  under  him.  Th.e  spot 
is  now  marked  b\'  a  persiiiimon  tree,  a  ceritnrv  okl, 
■\vliose  identity   is  wel]   authenticated   03-  tradition. 

Campbell  would  retreat  and  fire,  tlien  the  British 
would  k^dl  back,  aud  usin;^'  the  ba\-uiiet,  pasli  the 
riilemen  back  a.i^'ain  ;•  so  it  ra^'^-ed  and  alternated 
between  them  until  Campl^ell  was  driven  to  a  higdi 
range  of  hills,  or  a  little  mountain  range,  as  it  is 
sometimes  called,  al^out  ouq  mile  from  Cauipbell's 
iirst  position.  Hen.-  the  riflemen  began  to  gain,  a 
decided  ad\-antage  and  co  drive  the  Hessians  before 
tliem,  wheui  Lee,  unexpected! \\  leltCampbelks  rlaud<: 
and  Tarleton  appeared  un  tlie  scene. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  Irorit  of  tJie  \''irginia 
line. 

The  British  artillerv  had  adeau.ced,  supported  bv 
Tarleton's  Legion.  Lieuter.ant  O'LIara  of  tlie 
artillery  had  been  killed  earlv  in  the  action.  Coru- 
wallis  liad  abandoned  the  right  and  come  to  the 
left  of  liis  line,  riding  a  dragoon's  horse. 

Singleton  had  retired  witli  liis  guns  an.d  taken 
his  position  on.  a  lii^L^h  ridge  to  th.e  left  of  the  i\Iarv- 
land  brigade,  where  the  new  Salisbnr\'  road 
intersects  the  old  Salisbur\-  rortd,  west  of  Hunting 
Creek,  and  quite  a  commanding  eminence. 

The  right  of  tlie  British  line  being  weakened  by 
the  engagement  of  the  Hessians  and  First  battalion 
of  Guards   with  Campbell's   corps,  the    23d  joined 
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the  7  TSt  ill  lis  as^artlt  upon  Stevens,  winle  W'ebscer 
assailed  Lawsoii  with  the  33CI,  in  "cniijuiiction  witli 
the  Li'^hit  inlantrv  and  Yagers  uii  his  left,  and  the 
Second  battalion  of  (^kiards  oii  his  right. 

La\vson's.  l)rigade  s.jon  gave  way,  and  m  its 
retreat  wheeltd  noon  its  left  tlank  a.-,  a  pivot,  so  as 
to  bring  tlie  brigade  to  the  sonth  side  of  the  road, 
in  the  rear  of  Stevens,  and  thciiee  ni(>ve^d  along  that 
side  of  the  road,  avoiding  the  ht-ld  at  tlie  Brnce  road, 
and  clinging  to  the  forest  to  escape  from  Tarleton's 
dragoons.  Washington  condncted  them  to  the 
new  Salisbnrv  road,  and  Kirkwood  and  Lyncli 
marched  to  a  position  on  the  right  of  the  Conti- 
nental line;  Washington  remaining  on  the  ridge  in 
the  new  Salisbnrv  road,  wlierc  he  conld  overlook 
tlu'  field  and  protect  the  left  tiank  of  the  Conti- 
nental line. 

Tlie   contest   between   Stevens"  brigade   and  the 
71st  and  23d  was  protracted  and  stnbborn. 

Mr.  Konston,  who  was  in  this  brigade,  says  that 
they  drove  the  British  back  three  times  and  were 
as  often  compelled  to  retreaf  before  the  bayonet. 
Lee  having  gone  sonth  with  Campbell,  and  tlie  left 
of  Stevens'  brigade  being  thns  withont  any  protec- 
tion, Tarleton  was  ordered  to  charge  them  on  that 
iiank,  and  thev  were  compelled  to  give  way.  Gen- 
eral Stevens  had,  in  the  meantime,  been  shot 
throngh  the  thigh  and  was  nnable  to  remain  on 
the  tield. 

Colonel  Webster  having  driven  Lawson  from  his 


from,  iiiovecl  nipidlv  :h rough  the  forest  in  a  direct 
liiic  with  the  33d  :uid  the  Light  infiiitry  and  Yagers. 
The  vSecond  baltaliuii  of  Giuirds  were  dropped,  per- 
haps, to  assist  111  the  assault  ':)n  Stevens. 

Webster  soon  reaelied  the  r>ruce  road,  on  the 
western  edge  of  the  old  held,  in  which  the  Couti- 
Uiental  line  was  drawn  up. 

Thev  were  abon.t  200  yards  apart  at  this  point  of 
the  American  line.  The  hill  from  either  position 
descen.ds  rapidly,  and  ui  th.e  valley  was  a  ravine 
where  the  water  runs  in  wet  weather.  The  old 
field  had  not  b^:eu  in  cultivation  for  some  years, 
and  was  grown,  up  with  weeds,  and  here  and  there 
were  small  scrubb\-  ]jines  and  bushes,  but  not  so  as 
to  obstruct  the  view  across  it. 

Colonel  Webster  did  not  stop  to  co-unt  the  odds 
against  him,  or  to  wait  for  tlie  Second  battalion  ot 
Guards,  but  immediately  sounded  the  charge  m 
front  of  the  ist  Maryland  regiment  and  Hawes' 
\hririnians.  The  Americans  waited  for  the  charge 
until  the  British  line  was  within  forty  140!  paces 
of  their  front,  v^-llen  they  poured  in  upon  tliem  a 
most  destructive  fire,  and  followed  it  up  with  the 
"push,  of  the  bayonet,"  as  they  did  at  Cowpens. 
Webster's  line  at  first  recoiled,  then  broke  and  fled 
in  disorder  to  the  forest,  out  of  which  they  had 
emerged. 

The  Marvlanders  followed  up  this  brilliant 
charge  until  the  British  troops  under  Webster  were 
routed  and  scattered  in  the  forest.      Colonel  Webster 
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'hiijiself  received  a  iiiusket-bal]  in  liis  kiice,  from 
vrliich  he  died  n  few  weeks  thereafter." 

The  battle  011  the  AniericaT]  side  h.ad  so  far  been 
a  counterpart  ol  Cowpeiis,  ar.d  it  oulv  reiaainedi,  for 
Greene  to  pusli  liis  victory  to  completion  as  ^Iori;an 
did.  To  do  tins,  iiovv-ever,  would  ha\'e  required  a 
general  ad\'ance  of  tlie  whole  Continental  line.  It 
the  movenvent  succeeded,  tlie  victorv  wouJd  be  com- 
plete ar.d  gdorious,  but  if  his  left  were  to  give  way, 
or  it  should  be  true,  as  iie  then  feared,  that  Campbiell 
had  been  driven  from  the  held  ar.d  the  Hessians 
were  coming  on  his  nank  and  rear,  then  the  ad\'ance 
Vs"0iild  have  been  a  disaster. 

PrudeuL  an.d  cautious,  as  well  as  br;ive  and  stub- 
born, in  hgdit,  Greene  determined  n.ot  to  risk  his 
armv  for  glory — not  to  sacrifice  the  only  remaining 
arnu"  in.  the  Soutli  to  personal  ambition..  The  con- 
duct of  tiie  2d  Marvland  soon  denn^nstrated  the 
wisdom  of  his  decisiori.  The  ist  Maryland  was 
ordered  to  fall  back  to  its  original  strong  position, 
on  tlie  brow  of  the  hill  across  the  ravine.  It  had 
hardly  begiui  this  retrograde  n.io\'ement  before  the 
Second  battalion  of  ( Hiards,  now  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Stuart,  ObHara  being  wounded,  swept 
arour.d  the  liill,  at  the  fork  of  the  Bruce  road,  and 
movine  alon.o-  the  valley,  to  the  right  and  south  of 
the  old  Salisbury  road,  struck  tlie  2d  Mar3dand 
regiment,  tmder  Colonel  Ford.    Scarcely  anv  resist- 


■*I  have  in  mv   possession  a  silver   knee  buckle,  with  the  iuitial  W 
on  it,  foun'l  nerir  thi^  spot. 


ance    was   ninde   by   tliis   re<5:iment;   it  is   not  even 
said  ill  history  that  they  iired  a  gun. 

Colonel  Washington,  who  was  on  the  ridge  above 
this  little  valle}-  with  his  cava'ry,  witnessed  this 
inglorious  flight  of  tlie  Maryhiiiders.  He  had  with 
him  one  companv  of  North  C;'rolina  cavalry,  torty 
men,  under  tlie  !\[arquis  of  Bretigu}-,  and  a  fni^ 
company  of  \'irgini a  volunteer  cavalry  irom  Prince 
Edward,  under  Captain  Thomas  W'atkins,  and  in 
this  company  was  Peter  PVancisco  the  giant. '•' 

Washington  sounded  the  bugle  for  a  charge,  and 
pusliing  dcvv-n  trie  slope  of  tlie  ridge,  leaped  across 
the  branch  in  his  front  and  rushed  in  a  ftiU  gallop 
upon  the  rear  of  the  Guards,  and  passing  through, 
slew  them  right  and  left.  Pieutenant  Holcomb,  of 
Captain  Watkins'  company,  relates  "  that  the  strong 
arm  of  Francisco  leveled  three  of  the  enemy  during 
one   charge   and  eleven  before  the  fight  was  over." 

Pa  Footers  Sketches  of  North  Carolinaf  it  is  said: 

'•The  carna.'^e  was  dreadful.  At  this  time  it  v/as  tiKit 
Lieutenant  Holcomb  related  to  Dr.  Jones,  of  Xotto\va>, 
that  tlie  notL-d  Francisco  ptaforuied  a  deed  of  blood  with- 
out a  parallel.  In  that  short  ren.countrc'  he  cut  down 
eleven  men  v.'ith  his  brawin-  arm  and  terrible  broad- 
sword. One  of  the  Gnard?  thrust  his  bayonet,  and,  in 
spite  of  the  parrying  of  Francisco's  sword,  pinned  liis  leg 
to  the  horse.  Francisco  forebore  to  strike,  but  assisted 
him  to  extricate  his  bayonet.      As  the  soldier  turned  and 

*Foote's  Sketches  of  Virginia,  First  Series,  p.  403. 
tFoote's  Sketches  of  North  Carolina,  p.  27S. 
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fied,  he  made  a  furious  blow  villi  liis  sword  and  clett  ihe 
poor  fellow's  lie.id  down  to  his  siioulders.'' 

\\  asliiiigt; '11  had  liardlv  passed,  like  a  destroy!  11. i.< 
angci,  tliroiigdi  this  devoted  regnneiit  oi  ij^allaiu 
Eivlishiii.cii,  in  t]]is  valley  of  death,  betore  the  1st 
Mnrvland  arrived  on  the  scene.  It  wheeled  to 
the  south  aiid  rushed  like  a  whirlwind  on  Stuart's 
left  flank,  bearino'  down  all  before  it,  sUiuy:htering 
its  victims  and  piling  up  its  saeritices  as  it  rolled 
on.  But  siill  Stnart  refused  to  fly.  He  stood  like 
a  lion  at  bav  and  repelled  the  fury  of  his  adversaries. 
Cornwallis  arrived  at  the  fork  of  the  road  and  looked 
down  upon  the  struggle  with  dismay.  Tlien  gallop- 
ing down  the  hill  to  the  old  wliite  oak  at  its  base, 
(now  decaying  under  the  weight  of  a  century  of 
years),  looked  into  the  face  oi  the  unecjual  combat. 
Reascendingthe  hill,  he  ordered  Lieutenant  ]\IcLeod, 
who  had  come  up  with  the  artiller\-,  to  open  with 
grape-sliot  upon  tlic  niasb  of  struggling  soldiers 
beneath  him.  Ollara,  who  lay  bleeding  in  the 
road,  remonstrated  and  begged  that  Ids  men  be 
spared,  but  Cornwallis  was  determined  and  des- 
perate and  repeated  the  order.  (J'Hara  hid  his  face 
in 'his  hands  and  refused  to  witness  the  slaugliter. 
The  reined}'  was  dreadful  and  sanguinary,  but  it 
was  effectuak  The  combatants  separated  and  the 
few  brave  men  that  escaped  the  awful  carnage  came, 
limping  up  the  hill,  for  protection  behind  the  guns 
which  had  so  recently  been  trained  upon  them. 
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Colonel  Gmiby  had  been  unhorsed  early  in  die 
charge,  and  Ldeutenant  Colonel  John  p:ao-er  How- 
ard;^=  the  same  who  luid  handled  the  reninient  so 
skillfnllv  at  Co\v]3ens,  took  the  emnniand.  Major 
Anderson,  of  this  regiment,  was  killed.  Lienren- 
ant  Colonel  Stuart,  ut  the  Guards,  was  also  among 
the  slam.  ]'dins<>n  gives  this  riirilling  account  ot 
his  death  : 

*      ''Two  conibatants  parLicularly  attracLtd  the  attention 
of  those  around   tlieai.      These    were  Colonel  Stuart  ot 
the(Jruards  and  Captain  John  Smiths  of  the  :\IaiA']anoers. 
both  men  conspieuous  for    ntrve   aiul  sinew.     -Tliey  had 
-also  met  before  on  sunit  occasion,  and   had   x'owed   th.at 
their  next  meeting  .should  end    in  blood.      Regardless  of 
the  bayonets  that  were  chrdiiug  around  ti-enn  they  rushed 
at  each  other  with  a  furv  that  admitted  of  but  one  result. 
Tlie  quick   pass  of  Stuarfs  small    :^word  was   skilUidly 
put  bv  with  the  left  hand,  whilst  the  heavy  sabre  ot   Ins 
anta<avaist  cleft  tlic  f3riton  to  the  spine.      In  one  moment 
the    American    was  prostrate  on  the  lifeless  body  oi  his 
enemv;  and  in  tiie  next  was  pressed  beneath  the  weight 
of  the   sokiier   who   had    brought  Inm    to    the   ground. 
These  are  not   irna:<inar>-   incideins— they  are  related  on 
the  best  authority." 

:-.X.vrE.— (>u  the  i4tb.  of  November,  i:S;.  GreL-ne,  \vritin.i;  to  a  friend 
about  Colonel  Hov.ard,  said  :  ■'  He  d.eserves  a  statue  of  -ol,i  no  less 
than  the  Roman  and  Grecian  heroes,"  Colonel  Howard  was,  after 
the  revoluti(?n.  Gjovernor  of  Maryland  and  served  in  Congress. 

tCaptain  Smith  survived  tiie  struggle  for  liberty.  I  have  in  my 
possession  a  sword  exhume.l  near  the  scene  of  thi-^  conflict,  in  1S66. 
which  is  undoubtedly  the  one  Colonel  Stuart  wore.  It  is  beauti- 
fullv  chafed  with  a  coat  of  arms  and  is  of  the  finest  sieel.  Its  -cab- 
]-)ard  is  tjcrmau  silver. 


{  sob  ) 

The  separation  of  tlie  corabatants  enabled  Gen- 
eral Green,e  to  restore  order  to  his  line.  The  t\'.(.- 
pieces  of  artillery,  lost  at  the  new  Salisbnr}-  road, 
were  re<4"ainecL  and  placed  on  the  lett  hank  in  the 
old  Salishnry  road.  The  ist  Alary  hind  was  sub- 
stituted un  tlie  left  of  the  lir.e  for  tlie  2d  Maryland, 
wliicji  had  fled.  Lynch  and  Kirkwood  formed  tlie 
centre,  with  tlie  other  two  pieces  of  artillery  under 
Lieutenant  Finley.  riawcs'  and  Green's  regimer.ts 
were  on  the  right;  Colonel  Washington  with  his 
cavalry  was  in  the  concavity  of  the  semi-circle  in 
the  rear. 

Webster  had  rallied  on  the  British  left,  and  had 
made  an  unsuccessful  charge,  on  Hi'wes  and  Kirk- 
wood, and  been  repulsed.  Tlie  reinnan  t  ot  the  Second 
battalion  ot  Guards,  thougli  few,  had  come  into 
line.  The  71st  and  23d,  now  disengaged,  Avere 
comino-  up  on  the  right.  A  cannonade  and  occa- 
sional  musketry  lire  were  going  on  across  the  ravine 
between  the  contending  forces. 

Lee  had  suddenly  left  Campbell,  without  warning, 
and  was  now  an  idle  spectator  of  this  scene  trom 
the  Coun-House  hill,  across  Hunting  Creek,  witli- 
out  notifving  Greene  of  liis  presence,  or  oftering  to 
cover  the  hanks. ^'^  Tarletuu  had  been  sent  liur- 
riedly  to  bring  Xorton,  with  the  First  battalion  ot 
Guards,  to  the  held  for  a  hnal  onslaught  on  the 
American  line,  and  finding  that  Campbell  was  un- 
protected, had  ordered  the  Hessians  to  fire,  and 
then   rushed   on  the   riflemen   under  cover  of  the 
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smoke  and  cut  tliem  to  pieces.  Colonel  Cfimpbell 
never  forgave  Lee  this  desertion.  He  retired  from 
Greene's  army  shortly  after  in  disgnst.'-' 

Colonel  Campbell,  vith  his  \'irginia  and  North 
Carolina  riflemen,  "wx-re  tlie  last  to  hie  a  gnu  on 
this  bloodv  held,  and  vere  still  firing  \vhen  Greene 
sounded  the  retreat.  Tliey  became  scattered  after 
the  charge  of  Tarlcton  upon  them,  and  made  their 
v.-av,  as  best  the}'  could,  to  tlie  camp  of  Greene  next 
*dav. 

The  American  comman.der,  having  now  lost  his 
militia  from  the  held,  and  the  2d  iVbarvland  also, 
and  Campbelbs  fate  being  unknown,  and  I,ee  inac- 
tive in  the  fight,  perceived  that  the  enem\'  were 
about  to  uutnnmber  liim  in  the  charge,  which  they 
were  preparing,  and  concluded  to  save  his  army  b}' 
a  timely  retreat. 

Green's  regiment  of  \'irginians  were  thrown  in 
front  to  hold  the  line,  v^■hile  Washington  covered 
the  retreat  tlirough  the  rear  of  the  old  field  and 
across  rhe  vallev  of  Hunting  Creek,  until  they 
came  to  the  high-road  leading  north  to  iMcOuis- 
tian's  Bridge,  on  Iveedy  Fork  Creek,  three  mik-s^ 
distant. 

Green  checked  the  feeble  pnrsuit  of  the  enemy, 
and  Washington  easilv  drove  Tarletou  back  to  his 
lines,  v.diile  General  Greene  leisureh-  pursued  his 
retreat  to  Reedv  I"(>rk,  where  he  waited  to  collect 
his  stragglers  and  rest  his  men.  Fie  himself  was 
so    prostrated    by    the    long    and     arduous    labors 

■^Draper,  p.  394. 
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thruir^li  wliicii  lie  had  been  prAssiiic;"  for  weeks,  that, 
ill  this  hour  cA  relaxatioi],  ]ie  fainted  from  sneer 
exhr.uistiou,  and  ior  awhile  ^vas  nneoiiscious.  He 
wrote  hxis  wife  after  th^j  battle  that  he  had  not  taken 
off  his  ck^tiies  for  six  weeks. 

Lee,  thong'h  in  half  a  mile  of  tlie  rear  of  Greene's 
retreating  arniv,  did  mA  ioin  it,  but  pnrsned  his 
own  line  of  retreat  by  the  klig'h  Rock  P'ord  road, 
and  came  into  camp  twenty-fonr  hours  after  Greene. 

Cornwallis.  who  had  but  little  means  of  transpor- 
tation, and  a  very  scant  supplv  of  provisions  and 
medicines,  lound  liis  ammunition  nearh;  exhausted, 
more  than  one-third  of  his  force  (over  600)  killed  or 
wounded.  Stuart  was  cold  in  death  ;  OVHara  an.d 
Howard  wounded  and  sick;  Webster,  the  p>ride  of 
the  army,  valiant  in  battle  and  wise  in  council,  h.ad 
received  a  mortal  wound  ;  arid  the  mourn  t^ul  spectacle 
of  the  dead  and  dying,  on  everv  hand,  was  enough 
to  dishearten  the  British  connmander.  He  gathered 
his  wounded,  as  best  he  could,  and  buried  his  dead, 
and  realizing  that  his  only  safetv  was  now  in  flight. 
he  left  the  field  on  the  17th,  and  placing  those  ol 
his  wounded,  whom  he  could  not  transport,  in  care 
of  the  humane  Quakers  at  Xew  Garden  Meeting- 
House,  he  liastened  to  put  the  Deep  River  between 
him  and  his  ad\'ersary,  and  gave  no  rest  to  his  feet 
until  he  reached  the  fork  of  that  ri\'er,  with  the 
Haw,  at  Ramsey's  }vlill.  Here  he  could  burn  a 
bridge  behind  him  on  either  stream,  as  necessity 
required.  From  thence  he  fled  to  Wilmington, 
leaving  tlie  corpse  of  \\'ebster  in  North   Carolina, 
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near  f'li/abctlitowii.  He  had  died  near  town  while 
swuno-  ill  a  litter  between  two  horses.  He  literally 
died  in  the  aiidit/-^ 

In  the  eeenin_i^-  of  tlie  battle  the  weather  tnrned 
snddeniy  eold  and  a  hea\-y  rain,  began  to  fall,  lasting 
throuc^h  die  whole  night.  !\[any  \vonnded  died 
from  the  dreadfnl  exposure. 

The  next  morning  after  the  battle,  as  was  the 
English  cnstoni,  Cornwallis  sent  his  officers  to  the 
Yew  prisoners  he  had  captnred  witli  offers  ol  liberty 
and  money,  if  they  wonld  join  his  serviee.     They 


*I  3111  indebted  to  Colouel  T.  D.  3IcDo\^-cil,  of  Bladen  County,  for 
the  tollowiiig  account  of  Colouel  Webster's  death  : 

•■  Ei.iz.-.FE-iHXO\\N,  March  -oth,  i?SS. 

'Hon.  D.  Srhnic'r: 

•'  De.a_r.  Sir  :-The  po^imastcr  ha^  har.dcd  n;e  jour  letter  dated  in  Febniar>-.  I 
have  just  rcceivi-d  it.  and  give  you  what  ii;for:i:atioti  I  can  in  regard  to  Colonel 
Webster. 

"  It  seems  in  th.:<ir  da>  s  the  army  had  no  ambin  >nccs,  a^  at  the  present  day.  and 
the  wounded  men  were  carried  on  a  litter  -wung  b-;tv.-een  t\\o  horses.  It  was  in 
this  manner  that  Colonel  \Veb.-.tcr  was  earned  on  the  retreat  from  the  battle  oi" 
Guilford  Conrt-House.  On  ascending  the  hid  at  Kakers  Creek,  five  mile.-  at>ove 
Elizabethtown,  it  was  n-  -.t  di-covcred  that  he  wrs  dead.  The  army  marched  on 
through  the  village  and  camped  fA  )  milc-r  below  on  Brown'-  Creek,  on  the  planta- 
tion belonging  to  the  Wadded  family.  Lord  Cornwallis  stopped  in  the  village  and 
got  his  supper. 

"Captain  ja^^ies  Childs.  who  wa-  well  known  to  the  old  citi/f  ns  of  Hillsboro,  told 
me  that  he  was  a  -,mali  b  ;y.  and  going  to  the  Wac'dell  mill,  with  a  bag  of  corn  on 
a  horse,  ha.i  to  na-s  alo-.r;  by  where  the  army  wa^.  camped,  and  he  saw  the  corpse 
of  Colonel  Web-ter  lying  on  a  litter  between  two  pine  trees.  (I  have  frequently 
seen  the  stump,  of  the  trees.  >  When  the  late  Jiidge  -roomer  was  comparatively  a 
young  man,  he.  if.  company  with  seve-al  other  gentlemen,  spent  a  night  with  Mr. 
Waddell  during  our  court  week,  and  allusion  being  made  to  Colonel  Webster,  it 
was  proposed  that  thev  should  dig  open  the  grave  -as  the  sjiot  was  well  known  to 
an  old  negro  man  belonging  to  the  Waddell  family,.  They  found  the  body  with 
the  sword  lying  beside  it.  It  looked  quite  natural,  until  a  puff  of  wind  scattered  it 
like  dust.  The  exact  spot  is  now  known  to  no  one— though  it  is  certain  he  is  buried 
near  the  stumps  referred  to. 

"  If  this  information  is  of  any  service  to  you,  you  are  welcome  to  it. 
"Very  respectfully, 

"  Tho.  D.  McDowell." 


had  been  confiucd  all  that  dreary,  ndiiy,  cold  night 
in  a  rail  pen,  herded  like  cattle,  an.d  listened  cu 
these  appeals  with  silence  and  snllenness.  They 
were  then  told  that  tlie  American  army  had  beer, 
routed  and  Greene  had  fled  from  tlie  State,  but  still 
these  staunch  old  Whigs,  drenched  with,  ram  and 
shivering  with  cold,  maintained  their  stolid  indiher- 


ence 


Just  then  the  sound  of  th.e  mornin.g  guns  trom 
Greene's  camp  came  reverberating  from  the  hills. 
An  old  Tar  Heel,  who  had  squatted  in  a  corner  of 
the  rail  p^n,  h.eard  the  familiar  signal,  and,  nsing 
with  a  smile,  he  cried  out :  '^Listi.n,  boys  1^  the 
OLD  c<.:'CK  :s  ckowixg  agaix."  and  a  shout  ot  deh- 
ance  went  up  from  the  rail  pen  tluit  convinced  the 
Enudish  officer  that  patriotism,  in  the  old  North 
State,  was  above  the  temptation  of  'oribery  or  tht 
intimidation  of  British  power. 

That  ''old  cock"  Xathanael  Greene,  and  the 
''blue  hen's  chickens"  around  him,  continued  to 
crow  until  Cornwallis  was  admonished  ot  his  sins 
and  hi^,  danger,  and  prepared  for  flight. 

Eaoer  to  m.eet  the  American  army,  which  he  had 
been  pursuing  for  two  months  through  mud  and 
rain,  thirsting  fur  the  glory  of  annihilating  his  toe, 
Cornwallis  had  marched  out  from  his  camp  with 
fluttering  banners  and  martial  music  to  accept  the 
challenge  of  the  American  General ;  he  looked  with 
pride  on  the  veteran  soldiers  of  his  line  and  the 
splendid  officers  who  led  them  ;  the  half-clad  soldiers 
of  the  American  army  and  tlie  untutored  militia  of 


the  Siate  were  contemptible  in  his  eyes.  The  scene 
at  Camden  was  to  be  repeated — the  inililia  would 
flee  at  his  approach,  the  Continentals  would  be 
outnumbered  and  crushed,  and  Tarletori  would 
reven9-e  th/e  defeat  of  Cowpens  by  putting  the  re- 
treatiutr  masses  to  the  sword;  Greene  would  ior- 
sake  the  ht-ld  and  hud  a  refuge  in  the  mountain.s 
of  A'ir^^inia,  and  the  Floval  government  would  be 
restored  in  North   Carolina. 

These  were  the  exultant  visions  that  floated 
before  his  lordship's  eyes  as  he  gave  the  command. 
^'Forward  ior  Guilford  Court-House!'' 

He   sought   tlie    American    army  and    advanced 
upon    the    militia,    but    h-    il>und   them    m   '^orty 
-paces,  vv-ith  tlieir  riiies   resting   on  the   rails,"'  and 
aiming  with  the   '' nicest  precision ''   at  his  line,  and 
the  next  moment  there  was   ''havoc"   in  Webster's 
brio-ade.      He    looked   to   the    right    and  witnessed 
one-third  of  the  Highlanders  drop  ;   he  galloped  his 
charger  into  the  midst  of  the  figh.t,  but  in  a  moment 
was  unhorsed  by  the  riflemen  on  the  flank;  in  fury  he 
rode  to  the  valley  ^^■here  his  Cruards  were  v%-eltering 
in  blood,  and  returned   to  shoot   them  do\\n  in  pro- 
miscuous carnage  v.-ith  his  own  guns;   he  called  tor 
Webster   to   lead  the   last   charge    for  victory,  but 
found    him    in     the    hands    of    the    surgeon;     he 
looked  for   O'Hara  and  saw   him  bleeding   at    his 
side;   to  the  inquiry   for  General  Howard  came  the 
response,     "wounded    and    carried     to    the    rear;' 
gazing  anxiously  at  the  Guards,  who  were  emerging 
from   the   smoke  and    carnage   under  the   hill,  he 
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missed  the  stap,vart  figure  of  Stuiirt,  now  stiff  and 
cold  in  deatli.  Still  lie  hoped  for  tlie  realization  of 
his  dreams  when  he  saw  the  Americans  turn  from 
the  field  of  blood,  and  calling-  for  Tarleton,  he 
ordered  him  to  charge  the  retreating  hie.  Tarleton 
came  with  a  rihe-ball  through  his  hand,  but  was 
met  by  Green  and  Washington  and  hurled  back  to 
his  commander  with  disordered  ranks. 

The  visions  of  glory  had  vanished;  the  trntli 
came  rushing  over  his  mind  that  the  victor  ot  this 
battle  was  not  the  man  who  held  the  held,  and  that 
the  grouird  on  which  he  stood  won/id  soon  becoTu.e 
the  scene  of  his  captivity  if  he  tarried  to  rest  his 
bleeding  cohorts. 

Greene  liad  lost  but  three  hun.dred  and  tv.-enty 
(-^20)  men,  and  by  the  evening  of  the  17th,  he 
found  still  around  him  1350  Continental  soldiers, 
more  than  1500  militia,  and  the  6co  riflemen. 

An  American  ofhcer  relates  that  his  compassion 
was  so  excited  by  the  pitiable  condition  of  the  Eng- 
lish army,  in  their  retreat,  that  he  had  no  heart  to 
strike  them  a  blou".  The  roadside  was  strewn  with 
the  dead  v.dio  had  vainly  tried  to  drag  their  vv-oun.ded 
bodies  along  with  the  retreating  army. 

The  march  was  tracked  by  the  blood  that  flowed 
from  the  wounds  of  those  who  were  borne  in  litters, 
and  here  and  there  a  soldier,  wounded  and  forsaken. 
begged  for  mercy  and  protection.  When  pressed 
in\heir  camp  at  Ramsey's  Mill,  they  made  a  hur- 
ried flight  across  the  bridge  and  burned  it  behind 
them.     Reaching  Cross  Creek    mow  Fayetteville), 
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his  lordsliip  expected  Ic  glide  safely  down  the  Cape 
Fear  in  boats;  but  found  Lillington's  militia  lining 
tlie  ri\-er  and  ready  to  pick  off  iiis  men  from  every 
covering  on  the  banks.  Sadly  lie  resuu'ied  his 
mournful  nuirch  and  oulv  found  safet\'  under  his 
o-uus  at  A\'ilmington. 

Coruwalli?  liad  boasted,  in  the  spring  oi  i  7Se>,  that 
he  was  onlv  waiting-  for  the  harvest  to  ripen  in 
North  Carvdina,  to  subsist  his  troops,  and  he  would 
then  hasten  to  effect  its  subjection.  The  harvest 
had  ripened,  but  his  lordship  had  not  garnered  the 
sheaves;  he  came  to  tlie  helds  of  Mecklenburg,  but 
a  voice  from  King's  ^Mountain  sent  dismay  and  ter- 
ror to  the  hearth  of  liis  reapers  and  the}-  forsook  the 
State. 

Another  spring  had  come  with  its  ^unsllirie  and 
warmth,  and  the  earth  was  waiting  for  the  seed. 
The  furrows  were  drawn  but  the  sowers  were  free- 
men still;  the  summer  came  and  patriots  rested 
iindismaved  under  rhe  shade  of  their  own  vines 
and  fig  trees;  UiO  royal  standard  floated  over  their' 
heads  and  Xortli  Carol in.a,  yet,  was  free.  Georgia 
and  Soutli  Carolina  were  tr(xlden  un.der  foot,  but  the 
proud  hearts  of  the  "Old  North  State''  were  never 
humbled  before  tlie  British  throne.  The\-  declared 
for  liberty  and  maintained  it,  unsubdued,  to  the  end. 
The  Battle  of  Guilford  Court-klouse  made  it 
impossible  that  another  British  soldier  should 
invade  her  soil,  and  thenceforth  she  had  peace  and 
rest  and  a  free  government  for  her  people. 
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Xo  loiicrpi"  able  to  I'.uiintaii:  the  conflict  in  tl^e 
Caroliiias,  his  lordship  contiuued  his  fliglitto  York- 
to\\-n,  and  before  the  frosts  of  October  liad  tino-ed 
the  leaves  of  the  fc>rest,  he'  marclied  out  of  his 
breastworks  an  humbled  and  heart-bnjkeii  captive, 
and  with  the  surrender  of  his  army  came  indepen- 
dence t<_.'  the  colo!iies. 

The  fatal  wound  to  royal  authority,  frona  \vhich 
it  lingered,  and  lingering  died,  on.  the  19th  day  of 
October,  17S1,  was  given  at  Guilford  Court-House 
on  this  15th  day  of  March,  17S1. 

There  ai'e  manv  interesting  anecdotes  and  inci- 
dents of  this  bloodv  battle  preserved  by  the  various 
writers  who  have  attempted  to  describe  it,  each 
illustrating  some  cliaracteristics  of  the  struggle  or 
the  men  who  were  engaged  in  it. 

Cornwallis  had  two  horses  shot  under  him  and 
made  two  narrow  escapes  frona  death  or  capture. 

Lamb,  who  was  in  Webster's  brigade  on  the  lert, 
relates  the  following  incident  as  occurring  alter 
Eaton's  brigade  had  retreated  and  the  British  were 
about  to  assail  the  front  of  the  \hrginians  under 
Lawson : 

"On  the  instant,  however,  I  saw  Lord  Cornwallis 
riding  across  the  clear  ground.  His  lordship  was 
mounted  on  a  dragoon's  horse,  his  own  having  been  shot; 
the  saddle-bags  were  under  the  creature's  belly,  which 
much  retarded  his  progress,  owing  to  the  vast  quantity 
of  underwood  that  was  spread  over  the  ground;  his  lord- 
ship was  evidently  unconscious  of  his  danger.  I  immedi- 
atelv  laid  hold  of  tlie  bridle  of  his  horse  and  turned  Ins 
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head.  I  then  ir.entioiied  to  hiui  that  if  Iris  huxlsliip  had 
pursued  the  same  direction  he  would,  iii  a  lew  niouients, 
have  been  surrounded  ])y  the  enen^y,  and  pcrliaps  cut  to 
pieces  or  captured.  I  continued  to  run  alon^r  the  side  of 
t1ie  hor.-e,  keepin,L;  tlie  bridle  in  i:!>-  liand,  until  his  lord- 
sliip  chained  the  23d  regiment,  whicli  was  at  th.at  time 
drawn  up  iti  tb.c  skirt  of  the  wo'jds. " — /'.  JO2. 

Tradition  hxes  tlie  p-oint  where  the  second  horse 
of  his  lordsliip  was  shot  as  on  the  rii:::!"'-!  of  Law- 
son's'brigade,  probablv  a  shot  from  Lynch's  or  Kirk- 
wood  s  men. 

"Tlie  next  escape  from  daui^er  b}-  Lord  Cornwallis, 
took  pl:!ce  at  tlie  foot  of  the  steep  iiiil  jusi  bey.jud  the 
fork  of  tlie  Kruce  road,  near  the  ancient  wdiite  oak  which 
still  marks  the  spot. 

''Cornwallis  came  down  frotri  his  post  at  the  fork  ot 
the  Bruce  road,  lo  Lb.e  ravine  below,  to  see  the  condiLion 
of  the  battle,  and  under  the  co\-er  ol  tlie  smoke,  rode  up 
to  that  old  v.ddte  oak,  just  in  tlie  skirts  of  the  fiery  con- 
test. W'asliiuL^ton,  v;ho  had  drawn,  i.ff  his  troops,  was 
hoverin;:;-  round  to  watch  his  opportunit}-  for  another 
onset,  and  approached  tliat  Scimeoak  unperceivcd  by  his 
lordship,  stoppiuu;;  to  l)eckon  on  his  men  to  move  and 
interce['t  the  officer,  then  unknown  to  him,  he  happened 
to  strike  his  unlaced  helmet  from  his  head.  While  lie 
dismounted  to  recover  it,  a  round  of  i^rape  from  the 
British  artiller\-  so  greviously  wou.nded  the  officer  next 
in  commrmd  to  Washington,  that,  incapacitating  him  to 
manage  his  horse,  the  animal  wdieeled  around  and  carried 
him  off  the  field,  followed  by  the  rest  of  tlie  cavalry,  who, 
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uiiliapl'ih ,    sut)po--:-u     tluit     rhe     nioveiiifiit    had    been 
directed.      Thus  Connvallis escaped." 

General  Greene  was  not  exeinpt  from  peril  during' 
this  sano'uinarv  t^attle.  Jolmson  rel'iies  his  escape 
durin,L(  the  conPiict  with  the  Continental  line,  as 
follows: 

''Such  also  had  been  the  ;ip]-reliensions  for  the  conse- 
quences of  the  defeat  of  the  second  ijattalion  of  the 
Guards,  that  the  hrsl  battalion  liad  V)eeri  ordered  up  iron) 
the  left  and  had  reached  the  Xew  Garden  road,  on  which 
Greene  was  auxiouslv  observin;^'-  the  progress  ot  e\-ents. 
Tlie  bush  on  the  roadside  had  so  effectually  concealed 
the  advance  of  thi.^  corps  from  view  that  General  Greene 
had  approached  within  a  \t\v  paces  of  them,  when  they 
were  disco\-ered  by  his  aid.  Major  ^vlorris,  and  pointed 
out  to  him.  He  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  retire  in  a 
walk  ;  a  precipitate  Tuovement  would,  prolxd)!}/,  Irave 
drawn  upon  him  n  volle_\-  ot  nnisketr}-." 

The  death  of  Colonel  Arthur  Forbis  was  tragical 
and  cruel.  After  he  had  fallen  with  two  bullets, 
one  in  the  neck,  the  other  in  his  leg,  and  after 
he  had  endtired  all  tlie  horrors  of  that  dreadful 
night  of  eold  and  rain,  a  Tory  by  the  name 
of  Shoemaker,  a  weaver  fnnn  the  neighborhood  of 
Alamance,  wdio  was  plundering,  came  near  to  Forbis, 
who  begged  him  for  water.  Shoemaker,  recog- 
nizino-  him,  cursed  him  and  thrust  at  him  with  a 
bayonet,  wdiich  passed  entirely  through  his  leg. 
Another  Tory,  more  humane,  brought  water  in  his. 
hat  and  administered  to  the  famishing  soldier. 
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0,1   tl^c   same   clav,   ^Miss  Montgomery,  who  was 
searcliin-  for  her  brother,  discovered  Colonel  horbis. 
^nd  helpmcr  him  on  her  hnrse,  she  held  the  bndle  and 
led  the  horse  towards  home.      At  a  point  near  ^^-llere 
Holf  s  Chapel  now  is,  tu'o  miles  ea.t  .t  Greensboro, 
thev  were  met  bv   tlie  wife  of  Colonel  Forbis,  who 
wa^  starting  to  h.ok   tbr  him.      She  did  not  recog- 
nize the   pallid  faee  and   snnken  eyes  ot    him  wlio 
was  so  dear  to  her,  when  in_^a  feeble  voice  he  said. 
•'Bettie,  don't  von  know  mc?' 

Colonel    Foi^bis    was    carried    to   liis    home,  and 
Doctor  Caldwell,  both  a  Doctor  of  medieme  and   or 
divinity,  with  his  son,  attended  him.    Th.y  insisted 
on    ampntating   the  leg,  bnt    the   Colonel    rep.iec: 
-I  want  all  my  bodv  to  be  bnried  together,''   and 
refused.      He  lived  three  weeks.      His  remains  are 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at   Al-^ance   Church,  live 
miles  south  of  Greensboro.   The  citizens  of  Guiltord 
County  erected  a  handsome  marble  monument  over 
his  grave,  and  a  granite  monument  has  been  erected 
bv  the  -Guilford   Battle-Groniid  Company,'     who 
own    the  battle-ground,  on  the   battle-field,    to  his 
memorv.     He  was  not  more   than  thirty-hve  years 
old   when   killed.      -  Shoemaker"   was   soon  tound 
at  his  home,  one  night,  by   the  Whigs  and  hanged 
to  a  tree  near  an  old  chnrcli.      The  door  of  the  old 
church  was  used  as  a  litter  to  convey  his  body  to 

his  family. 

Cornwallis  makes  the  following  official  report  ot 

his  losses  in  this  battle : 
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^'ReTL'RX  or  TIIK   KlLLF.T\   "\\'OT- v]  :T-:n  AXJ)  T^TrSSIXG  OF 

THE  Trooi'S  rxDER  THK  Co^r^rAX[)  or  Lteutfxaxt 

GkXERAL,    liAKL    CORX\rALIJS,     IX     TIIF     ACTIOX     AT 

Guilford,  March  i5T!i,  17S1. 

'^Rovni  ^  Irf/turv — One  Lieulenarit,  one  rank  and  file, 
killed  ;   foi:r  raiik  and  td.e  wonudcd. 

"'Bn'gar/c  r.f  Guards — F)ne  kdeutenant  Colonel,  e-i,Qlit 
Sergeants,  t\vent\'-ei,i;"bt  rank  and  iile,  killed  ;  two  briga- 
dier Generals,  six  Ca.ptains,  one  Pviisign,  one  staff  piticer, 
two  Sergeants,  two  drunnners.  one  liundred  and  iorty- 
three  rank  and  file,  wonnded  ;  twenty-two  rank  and  h:e 
missing. 

"'j^d  Foof — On.e  Lieutenant,  twelve  rank  and  file, 
killed  ;  on.e  Captain,  one  vSergcant,  fifl\  -three  rank  and 
file,  wounded. 

"  7  ?f/ /'"t;;^/ — Olie  J>asign,  one  Sergeant,  nine  rank  and 
file,  killed;  one  JJentcnant  Colonel,  two  Lieutenants, 
three  Knsigns,  one  stall  oiiieer,  one  Sergeant,  fitt}'-five 
rank  and  file,  wonr.ded. 

'''' J I  st  Fo'^f — One  P!n>ign,  on.e  vScrgeant,  eleven  rank 
and  file,  killed  ;  four  Sergeants,  forty-six  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

^^ Rcgiuiciil  of  Base — Three  Sergeants,  se\'en  ran.k  and 
file,  killed  ;  tv.-o  Captains,  tv/o  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign, 
six  Sergeants,  three  druniniers,  fiftx'-three  rank  and  file, 
wounded;   or.e- Sergeant,  two  rank  and  file,  missing. 

"  Yagers — Four  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  three  rank  and 
file,  wonnded  ;  owii  rank  and  file,  missing. 

''' BritisJi  Legion — Three  rank  and  file,  killed;  one 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  one  Sergeant,  twelve  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

"  Total — Ov.iz    rjeutenant   Colonel,    two    Lieutenants, 
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iwo  ICnsi^-ns,  ihirrcoii  Scrs^'eants,  sever.ty-five  r;ink  and 
file,  killtd  ;  tvvo  ]>rioadier  Generals,  two  Lieutenanf 
Colonels,  nine  Captains,  four  Lientenants,  five  Ensigns, 
two  staff  officers,  fifteen  Sergeants,  five  drnnur.ers,  three 
hnndred  and  sixty-nine  rank  and  file,  v/onnded  ;  one 
Sergean.t,  twent}--h\-e  rank  and  file,  missing. 

"OFFICKRS:    NAMKS  KILLEI'  AXTi  WOUXI'KD. 

"  /.s/  RiTVdi  .//Y/7/V/;r-r-Lientenant  O'Hara,  killed. 

"  Jln'oadc  of  Giid)-ds — Hon<.u"able  Lientenant  Colonel 
Stnarc,  killed;  Brigadier  Generals  O' Hara  and  Howard 
and  Captain  Swai5ton,  wonnded  ;  Captains  Schnltz,  ^lay- 
nard  and  Goodricke,  wounded,  and  since  dead  ;  Captains 
Lord  Douglass  and  Maitland,  Ensign  Stewart  and  Adju- 
tant Cok[ulu:,;-.n,  v/ouuded. 

''.y^c/  Fuof — Second  Lieutenant  Robinson,  killed: 
Captain  Peter,  wounded. 

'^  :;^d  Ford — Ensign  Talbut,  killed  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Webster  (since  dead),  Lieutenants  Salvin,  \Vyn\ard, 
Ensigns  Kelly,  Gore  and  Hriglies,  and  Adjutant  Fox, 
wounded. 

•^j [St  Foot — Ensign  (.Trant,  killed. 

'"■  Roij^ijuenl  Bosc — Captains  W'ilniousky  (since  dead), 
Eichendrobt,  Lieutenants  Schwener  and  Graite,  Ensign 
de  Trott  (since  dead),  wounded. 

"■'  Diitisii  Lty^ion — Lieutenant  Ctd.  Tarleton,  wounded. 

"J.     DH.SI'ARD, 

'   .         .       ■  ^'- Dtbtdy  Adjuta)it  Gtucraiy 

Cornwallis  also  reports  that  he  captured  four 
brass  cannons,  six-pounders,  niotmted  on  traveling 
carriages,  with  limbers  and  boxes  complete. 

Of  the  British  officers  wounded,  the  foUowdng 
died:   Colonel  Webster,  Captains  Schultz,  :\[aynard 
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and  Gondricke.  Geiiernl  O'Hara  was  so  badl\- 
woiiiided  that  his  recover\-  was  loiii;r  in  doubt. 
General  Leslie's  liealth  gave  wav  under  the  expos- 
ure and  fatigue,  an.d  he  was  obliged  to  retire  a 
long  time  froju  service.  General  Howard,  wlio  was 
without  a  "regular  cormnand,  it  seems,  was  onl\- 
slightly  Vv'ounded.  Colonel  Tarleton  received  a 
rille-ball  through  his  riglit  hand  (his  unluckv 
uiember)  in  tlie  morriing  encounter. 

Johnson  says  that  "the  American  killed  and 
wounded  could  never  be  ascertained  with  precision. 
That  the  returns  of  the  day  could  furnish  no  cor- 
recL  idea  on  the  subject,  for  one-half 'the  North 
Carolina  militia,  and  a  large  number  of  the  \^ir- 
ginians,  never  halted  after  separating  from  their 
officers,  but  pushed  on  to  tlieir  homes.'' 

This  proportion  of  the  North  Carolina  and  \hr- 
ginia  militia  is  too  large.  It  is  based  on  the  reports 
made  on  the  17th,  and  man\-  of  these  men  came,  in 
afterwards.  Tlie  North  Carolina  militia,  being- 
nearer  home,  could  the  more  easilv  return.  The 
\'irginians  left  by  whole  companies,  in  the  face  of 
raging  officers,  and,  Mr.  Houston  savs,  thev  hid 
in  the  raonntains,  so  that  for  vears  they  feared  the 
approach  of  officers. 

The  North  Caroliriians,  wdiose  term  of  service 
Avas  onl\'  six  weeks,  and  four  of  which,  had  expired, 
supposed  the}'  would  escape  censure  and  punish- 
ment; but  they  were  mistaken  in  this.  The  law 
followed  them  and  brought  them  back  to  service, 
where,  as  we  will   see  in   tlie   sequel,  thev   became 


brave  and  disciplined  soldier.,  who  vired  ■•ni  their 
dis..race  u,  blcod,  ar.d  returned,  after  twelve  months 
(sudr  of  then,  as  did  not  sleep  nnder  the  sod  ot 
South  Caroh.na  and  Georgia,,  erovvned  wuh  honors 
and  wclcon.ed.with  the  piandits  oi  the.r  -.edo  - 
citizens.     They  added  trainin.-  tr>  enrage  ar,<:i  made 

the  best  of  soldiers. 

Tt  is  probable  that  Greene's  Ipss  ^^•a5  about  three 

hundred  besides   the  militia. 

The  -Vmerican  commander  haN.ng  collected  his 
srrao-lers  and  rested  his  soldiers  an  hour  or  t^vo, 
c;,ntr:^ned  his  raareh  to  the  Iron  '>Vorks,  on  Trotible- 
some  Creek,  wh.ere  he  .as  soon  after  jomeclbyl  ee_ 
The  iiext  dav  the  soldiers  v.ere  all  m  the  best  of 
spirits   and    ar.xious   to   be  .led    again    agamst  the 
;uemv,    some    to'  acqnn-e    ntore    glory,    otners    to 
retrieve  the  reputation  that  they  had  host.     Greene, 
hon-ever,  knevv  that  his  enemy  v.-as  fatally  -..ounded 
,nd  that  his  los.es  would  compel  a  retreat  rastead 
of  a  pursuit,  and  spent  his  tune  in  reorganizing  his 
little    army,    preparing    anuiiunition    and    getting 
read\-  to  foUov.-  the  British  forces, 

V'hile  he  is  resting  we  may  coutempnite  the 
splendid  res,-,lts  of  this  fata!  blow  to  British  pres- 
rige  and  power  in  Xortli  Carolina,  and  its  beanng 
on  the  subseauent  military  events  which  ioUowed. 
Stedmau  wrote  "that  a  victory  achieved  under 
such  disadvantages  of  numbers  and  ground  was  ot 
the  most  honorable  kind,  and  placed  the  bravery 
and  discipline  of  the  troops  beyond  all  praise  ;  dn/ 


the  rxpci'sr  at  z.'hich  it  xvas  obtaijicd  rriidcri'd  it  of 
?l(^  utii'tvi^ 

Tarletoii  says:  ''The  position  and  strength  ot" 
General  Greene  at  the  Iron  Works,  on  Tronljle- 
sonie  Creek,  did  r.ot  invite  the  approaeh  of  the 
British  arni\-;  Karl  Cornwalkis,  therefore,  coni- 
nienced  his  niareh.  mi  the  iSrJi"-- for  Deep  River,  on 
his  v.-ay  to  Cross  Creek.''       .  , 

Fox,  in  tlie  British  Parliament,  contended  tliat 
the  victory  was  Greene's.  He  argned  that  "if  the 
British  arni}-  had  keen  A'anqnislied,  thev  conld  only 
have  left  trie  .field  and  fled  to  the  coast,  preciselv 
the  nieasurt:  Cornwallis  was  compelled  to  adopt,'' 
and  exclaimed,  ".Vnother  sucli  victory  ^"■o!.lld  descroA' 
the  British  army!'' 

vSenatnr    Benton,    in    his    eulo^-y    on    Nathaniel 

o  - 

]^Iacon,  the  great  Commoner,  who  was  a  soldier 
under  Greene  up  to  February.  17S1,  takes  occasion 
to  discuss  the  historical  results  of  this  battle.  It 
is  so  lucidlv  and  elocpienth'  told  that  I  offer  no 
apology  for  incorporating  it  in  my  narrative: 

"In  the  }'ear  1778  the  Soutiiern  States  had  become  a 
battle-held,  big  v/ith  their  own  fate,  and  possibh'  in- 
volving the  is>ue  of  the  war.  Briiisli  tlcets  and  armies 
appeared  there,  s'rongk-  supported  b\"  the  British  cause; 
and  the  conquest  ol  the  South  was  fully  counted  upon. 
Help  was  needed  in  these  States  ;  and  ^\r.  Macon,  quit- 
ting college,  returned  to  his  native  county  in  North 
Carolina,  joined  a  militia  company  as  a  private,  and 
marched  to  South  Carolina,  then  the  theatre  of  theenemy's 

~I-{e  sent  oti'his  wor.mic'i  on  the  [7th. 
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ODe-anons.      He  had  hi^  share   in  all    tlie  luird.hips  and 
disasters   of  thai   trying   t Init.  ;   v/as  at   the   fall  of  Fort 
Moultrie,    surrender   of  Charleston,   defeat   at  Camden^ 
and  in  the  rapid  vsdnter  retreat  across  the  upper  part  ot 
North  Carolina.      He  was  in  tlie  camp  on  the  left  kink 
of  tlie  Yadkin  'Alien  the  sudden  iloodin- of  that  river,  hi 
the  brief  interval  between  the  crossing  of  li^e  Americans 
and  the  coming  up  of  the  Brilish.  arrested  the  pursuit  ot 
Cornv.-allis.  and  enabled  Greene   to   allov."  some   rest  to 
his  wearied    and   exhausted    men.      In  this   camp,  desti- 
*tute  of  evervthing  and  with  gloomy   prospects  ahead,  a 
c;ummons    came    to    Mr.    Macon    from    the   Governor  ot 
North  Carolina,  requiring  him    to  attend    a    meeting  ot 
the  General  Assembly,  of  which  he  had   been  elected  a 
inember.  without  hi>   knowledge,  b>    the  people  of  his 
countv.      He    refused    to    go.     and    the    incident    being^ 
talked  of  through  the   camp,  can:e  to  the   knowledge  of 
the  General.      Ckceiie  was  a    iua;>    himself,  and   able  to 
know  a  ;;/.7v.      He   tblt  nt  once  that  if  this  report  was 
true,  this  young  soldier  was  no  common  character,  and 
determined  to   verify  the  fict.      He  s^nt   h^r  the  young 
man.  inquir.:d  of  him,  heard   the  truth,  and  then  asked 
for  the   reason  of  this  ur.expected    conduct— this  preter- 
ence  for  a  .ufiering  camp  over  a  comfortable  seat  in  the 
General    Assembha      Mr.    Macon    answered   him.  m   his 
quamt  and  sententious  way,  that  he  had  seen   the  faces 
of  the   British,    many    times,  but   had    never   seen    their 
backs,  and  meant  to  stay  in  the  army  till  he  did. 

-Greene  instantly  saw  the  material  the  young  man  was 
made  of,  and  tlie  handle  by  which  he  was  to  be  worked.^ 
That  material  was  patriotism  ;  that  handle  a  sense  of 
dutv  ;  and  laying  hold  of  this  liandle,  he  quickly  worked 
the'voung   soldier  into  a  different  conclnr,ion   from  the 
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one  iIkiI  he  Irjti  nrrivvu  at.  lie  I'.Ad  liiui  he  cor.ld  d^ 
more  good  as  a  member  of  tlit-  dencral  Asseml.ih-  tliai'. 
as  a  soldier;  that  in  the  army  he  was  bi;t  one  man,  an'.l 
in  the  General  Assembl}'  he  might  ob'tain  man\",  with 
tlie  supplies  the\"  needed,  b\'  showing  tlie  de.^titntion  :in(i 
suffering  wlueh  he  had  seen  in  ^he  eamp  ;  and  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  go.  Th.is  \-itj\\'  o'i  duty  and  nsefnuiess 
was  decisive.  Mr.  Macon  obeyed,  tlie  Go\'ernor's  sutri- 
nions  ;  and  b\-  his  represeritations  contributed  to  obtain 
the  suj'.'plies  which  enabled  Greene  to  turn  bach  and  tace 
Cornwallis,  fight  him,  cripple  liim,  drive  him  further 
back  than  lie  h;:id  advanced  (tor  Wilmington  is  south  of 
Camden),  disable  him  from  remainin.g  in  tlie  South  i':;'f 
which,  up»  to  the  battle  ot'  Gniltord,  he  believed  himself 
to  be  master),  and  sending  him  to  Vorktown,  \\diere  lie 
was  captured,  and  the  war  er.ded. 

''The  pliilosopiu' of  history  has  not  \'et  laid  hold  of 
the  battle  of  Cruilford,  its  consequences  and  efiects.  //'v?/ 
battle  !)iadt  lite  cdpfurc  at  ^'orkioh'.';.  The  events  are 
told  in  every  histor}-  ;  tlieir  connection  and  dependence 
in  m^ne.  It  broke  up  the  plan  of  Cornv/allis  in  the 
South  and  changed  the  plan  of  Washington  in  tlie  Xorth. 
Cornwallis  was  to  subdue  the  Soutliern  States,  and  was 
doing  ir,  until  Greene  turned  upon  him  at  Guilford. 
Washington  v.-as  occupied  with  Sir  Henr)-  Clinton,  then 
in  Xev.-  York,  with  12,000  British  troops.  He  had 
formed  the  hert:>ic  design  to  capture  Clinton  and  his  arm\- 
(the  French  i'leet  co-operating)  in  tliat  cit\-,  and  therebv 
putting  an  end  to  the  war.  AH  his  preparations  were 
going  on  for  that  grand  consummation  wdien  he  got  the 
news  of  the  battle  of  Guilford,  the  retreat  of  Cornwallis 
to  Wilmington,  his  inability  to  keep  the  field  in  the 
South.,  and  his  return  northward  through  the  lower  part 
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of  \'irQ:iiiia.  lie  saw  liir.  advantage — an  easier  prey, 
and  the  same  re.^nlt  ii'  sriccessful.  Cotnwallis  or  Clinton, 
eitlier  of  them,  captured,  would  put  an  end  lo  the  war. 
Washinclou  chan-ed  h.is  plan,  deceived  Clinton,  moved 
rapidh-  upon  tlie  weaker  o^cn.eral,  captured  him  and  hds 
7,000  men.  and  eraled  tlie  Revolutionary  War.  77/^' 
/ui/Z/r  of  Ciiilford  put  llial  caphrrt  info  IVa^iiiuginjf  s 
hands;  and  ihus  Ouilford  and  Yorktov/n  became  con- 
nected ;  and  the  philosophy  of  h,i->tory  shows  their 
dependence,  and  that  the  lesser  event  was  father  to  the 
greater. 

'^The  State  of  North.  Carolina  gave  General  Greene 
25,000  acres  of  western  land  for  that  day's  work,  now 
worth  a  million  of  dollars  ;  but  the  ila\-  itself  hab  not  yet 
oblaiuied  its  proper  place  in  Americaui  hi-tory.'' — Benton" s 
Thi)iv  yca--s  in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  p.  i/j. 

I  shall  reserve  for  the  next  chapter  tlie  further 
movements  of  General  Greene  and  the  vigorous 
measures  adopted  by  Xortli  Carolina  to  prosecute 
the  war. 

It  is  gratifying-  to  close  this  chapter  with  the 
freedom  of  Xortli  Carolina  from  British  invasion, 
which  ne-;er  again  desecrated  her  soil. 


is 'J 


CHAPTKR  VIII. 

The  Retreat  of  Cornwallis  t'roni  Guilford  Conrt-House  — Pursiieii  by 
Citneral  Greene — Disbaivlmeni  of  tl.e  Militiii— Colonel  Jy.mes 
Read'5  Coumiaud  from  Xorth  Carolitui  Reniaiiis  with  Greciic — 
The  Militia  ■s\h(.>  Fled  from  Guilford  Court-IlLiUse  Reorganized 
as  Part  of  the  Contiiaciilal  Jdiie  under  .Major  Piukethani 
Eatou  — Battle  of*  fio'jkirk's  Hill— I'all  of  tlie  P.riti;^h  ( '-ut- 
posts  — Splendid  Courage  ami  Dash  of  the  Xorth  Caroliniar.^ 
at  Augusta.  June  5th.  I7S[  —  Iteath  of  IVIajor  Eaton — Greene 
Retires  to  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  i6th  July,  17S1. 

^pHE  '\Speedv.-ell  Iron  Works,"  on  Trouble- 
-^-  some  Creek,  was  liie  camp  of  General  Greene, 
to  wlncli  he  retired,  reacjiing  there  on  the  morning" 
of  Friday,  the  i6th  of  March,  1781.  He  remained 
here  nntil  tlie  morning  of  Tnesday,  the  20th  of 
March. 

The  disorder  and  derangement  incident  to  sncli 
a  fierce  and  sangnin.arv  battle  had  to  be  repaired. 
The  Americans  carried  their  powder  and  lead  and 
bullet  moulds  along  with  the  army  and  niannfac- 
tnred  their  cartridges  in  the  camp.  Greene  had 
lost  liis  two  ammnnition  wagons  and  the  remnant 
of  cartridges  contained  in  them,  and  une  of  the  f.rst 
dnties  of  his  soldiers  vwas  to  mould  musket  and  rifle 
balls  for  the  next  battle. 

The  second  dut\'  was  to  reorganize  his  \'irginia 
and  Xorth  Carolina  militia,  who  had  onlv  been 
called  out  for  a  six  weeks'  "tour.''  Much  of  this 
short  time  had  alread}'  expired,  and  he  could  not 
hope   to    retain   them   long.     Tlie   Xorth    Carolina 
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militia  •.vlv.->  had  ilcd  from  the  field  after  the  battle 
and  A'.-ent  t(.'  their  liomcs.  wliicli  lav  iri  a  da\"  or  two 
of  mareli  from  the  battie-iield,  were  about  four  hun- 
dred and  fiftv  or  fu'e  hun.dred.  Some  few  had 
reported  after  the  main  army  readied  the  eamp. 
About  h\-e  hun.dred  and  fddy  X'iro'iiiians  tied  from 
the  held  who  never  reinrn.ed.  an.d  after  they  reached 
the  ean.ip  the\'  left  by  rL-ginien.ts,  vliile  their  com- 
manders were  "raging"  at  tlic-ir  pti-rtld}-.  Kver^' 
one  of  Colouiel  };Ic Dowel Ts'-'  reginierit  of  \drginians 
left*in  this  wav,  but  tlie  gallan.t  Colonel  adhered  to 
Greejie  after  his  men  were  gone. 

Mr.  H^-.isto"n.  in  his  I)iar\-,  gives  ;i  most  amusing 
account  of  this  stampede,  or,  to  use  the  ingenious 
circumlocution  of  Colonel  Lee,  tliis  ''voluntary 
and  customar\'  returui.  of  tlie  \drginians  to  their 
homes." 

Generals  Butler  and  Eaton  were  immediately 
sent  after  the  recreant  North  Carolinians,  and  the 
renuiinder  w  ere,  it  seerris,  cittaclied  to  Colonel  Read  s 
voltmteer  corps  and  marched  witli  General  Greene 
in  pursuit  of  Cornv\-allis.  }vlarch  the  21st,  (.ireene 
writes  to  Colonel  Lee,  whom  he  liad  thrown  lorward 
to  gam  riitelligence : 

''Your  letter,  dated  at  Xew  Garden  yesterda}',  has  this 
moment  been  recei\'ed.  Oar  army  marched  yesterday 
in  the  direct  route  tbr  !\[agee's  Ordinary,  near  the  head- 
waters of  Rocky  Ri\'er,  which  will  be  twelve  miles  troni 
Bell's  Mill.      We  expect  to  get  two  or  three  miles  beyond 

*Close  kinsman  of  the  North  Carolina  McDoweUs. 
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Passley  tu-iight.  We  liave  got  pro\-!sion.s  to  draw, 
cartridges  to  make,  and  several  other  matters  to  attend 
to,  which  will  ohlige  us  to  h.alt  a  little  earlier  than  com- 
mon. I  beg  you  will  try  to  forward  me  the  nest  intelli- 
o-cnce  vou  can  gel  ol"  the  enemy's  situation  lliis  morning 
and  whether  t]ie\'  move  or  not.  /  »:t  a)i  lo  fight  thr 
€]u'uiv  again,  and  wish  \-ou  to  have  \-our  Legion  an.d 
riflemen  rcad\-  for  action  on  the  shortest  r.otice.  Lord 
Cornwallis  must  be  sound  1\-  beaten  before  he  will  release 
his  hold.'' 

This  was  the  spirit  of  tlie  American  coinniander, 
and  deiiioiistrated  that  h.e  was  the  real  victor  at 
Guilford  and  was  read};  to  renew  the  combat,  while 
his  anta.gonist  was  using  every  artifice  to  a\oidthe 
contest  an.d,  redeeming-  the  time  in  rapid  retreac, 
always  keeping  a  stream  betv/een  him  and  his  ptir- 
suer. 

Cornwallis  at  hrst  crossed  to  tlie  southwestern 
bank  of  the  Deep  River,  as  if  he  intended  to  march 
for  Salisbury,  but  suddenly  recros^ing  that  streann, 
he  moved  down  its  eastern  baiik,  having  the  Haw 
River  to  his  left  and  the  Deep  River  to  his  right, 
and  nearing  their  junction  at  Ramsey's  Mill. 
Arriving  here,  he  threw  a  temporary  bridge  across 
the  Deep  River,  there  being  one  already  across  the 
Haw,  so  that  if  the  American  army  pressed  him  he 
could  retreat  by  either  outlet  and  burn  the  bridge 
behind  him.  Here  at  Ramsey's  ^vlill  he  paused  to 
reorganize  his  forces  and  repair  his  damage  as  much 
as  possible  and  to  gather  what  provisions  he  could 
for  his  fnrtiier  retreat.  He  had  left  the  wounded 
American  Drisoners  at  Guilford  Court-House,   and 
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those  of  liir^  own  wounded  \vl]o  could  not  be  trans- 
ported, about  eigdity.  a.t  New  Garden  :\[eetiug-House. 
The  Britisli  army  liad  neither  courage  nor  spirit 
left.  'Their  conditi<Vii  was  niourniul  indeed,  and 
all  tlieir  energies 'were  directed  to  the  one  idea  ot 
reaching  a  port  of  safet\'. 

C)n  thie  3'Uli  d;iv  of  March  tlie  terr.is  of  service  of 
the  Virginia  an.d  North  Carolina  militia  expired 
and  they  insisted  on  '  their  discharge.  General 
Greene  was  much  distressed  over  this  loss,  but  see- 
ing it  inevitable,  under  the  call  of  enlistment, 
sirbmitied  as  gracefully  as  possible,  and  returning 
his  thanks  to  those  who  had  adhered  to  him,  they 
were  allowed  to  return  to  their  homes.  Colonel 
Read,  of  North  Carolina, wlio  commanded  a  volunteer 
force  of  two  hundred  men,  spoken  of  in  a  former  page, 
\vas  the  only  North  Carolina  organization  which 
voluntarily  remained  with  the  American  comman- 
der and  continued  to  share  witli  him  in  the  subse- 
quent successful  campaign  in  South  Carolina. 

It  seeius  verv  difhcult  to  irace  the  history  ot  this 
command.  I  find  the  following  letter  from  Colonel 
lames  Read  to  General  Sumner,  dated  February 
27th,  1 7S I,  from   "  Miller's  ta\-crn"  : 

'*  Since.!  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Halifax, 
the  Assembly  honored  nie  with  the  command  of  a  regi- 
ment of  horse.  As  I  had  your  approbation  to  accept  a 
conunand  in  the  militia,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
trouble  vou  about  this  command  particularly." 

This  is  the  onlv  communication  I  can  find  in 
reo-ard  to  it,  either  by  Colonel  Read  or  any  one  else. 
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On  the  29tli  Marcli,  General  Greene  ^vrites 
General  A'v'ashing't-jn : 

"In  this  critical  and  distressiiig  situation  I  am  deter- 
mined to  carry  the  war  directly  into  South  Carolina. 
Tlie  enem\-  will  he  (')bliged  to  lbilo\\  n.s  or  give  up  his 
posts  in  that.  State.  If  the  t^^rmer  takes  place,  it  ^^•i^l 
draw  tlie  war  out  ol  this  State  and  gi\-e  it  a.n  ODi^ortun.it\' 
to  raise  its  proportion',  of  men.  11"  the\'  Iea,vt:  their  posts 
to  fall,  they  rn-.ist  lose  more  tlian  they  can  gain  here.  If 
\ve  contir.ue  in  this  State  the  enenn-  will  hold  tlieir 
possessions  in  both." 

Colonel  Hampton,  of  South  Carolina,  jiad  visited 
Greeiie  at  the  Ir(;n-  Works,  atid  made  him  acqtiainted 
^A'ith  tlie  condition  of  affairs  in  South  Carolina,  an.d 
nr<?-ed  him  to  retnrn.  to  tliat  State. 

Before  entering  up')n  ,  another  ca!nT)aign,  how- 
ever, General  Greene  deemed  it  proper  to  g'i^'e  a 
short  repose  to  his  wearied  troops  and  to  gather 
supplies  for  that  part  of  his  ionrnev  which  lav 
through  a  comparativelv  bari"en  country  between 
the  Yadkin  ar^d  Canrden.  and  con.seqiientlv  the 
American  commander  did  not  renew  his  march 
until  the  6th  of  April, '■■  tlie  day  before  Coniwallis 
reached  Wilmington. 

Neither  was  Gerieral  Greene  ttnmindftil  of  the 
vicissitudes  of  war  and  the  necessit}' of  providing  a 
line  of  retreat  and  stores  for  his  army,  shotild  he 
be  forced  to  seek  shelter  again  in  Xorth  Carolina. 
It  was  this   provident   characteristic   that   enabled 

■'Lee's  INIcJiKjirs,  ]■).  j^S- 
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liini  to  nK.kc  his  fcruier  woTiderfui  retreat  bei(3re  the 
Britisli  r.rniw  To  Colonel  Win.  R.  Davie,  his  Coni- 
niissarv  Genernl,  was  intrirsted  tlie  ini]_>ortant  ser\'ice 
of  collecting"  raagazincs  on  the  h.-niks  ot  the  Catawba, 
and  measures  ^vere  adopted  for  establishing  a  con- 
sidera.ble  depot  at  (_)li])liant\s  }slill/-' 

As  all  the  artillery  was  lost.  Captain  Singleton 
was  dispatched  to  Prince  Edward  Conrt-Honse, 
A'irginia,  to  olitain  \\diate\er  pieces  conld  be  pro- 
cured from  that  quarter. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  appropriate  here,  before  tracing 
the  progress  of  Greene,  to  record  something  of- the 
North  Carolina  militia  who  "deserted  their  colors  " 
and  "  returned ''  to  their  homes;  tor  these  same 
raen  will  make  a  corispicuons  iigure  in  the  liistor\- 
which  is  to  follow. 

During  tlie  administratioi;  of  Governor  Nash. 
the  Legislature  of  Xortli  Carolina  passed  an  act  to 
punish  those  of  her  citizens  who  refused  to  perform 
the  military;  duty  reqnired  of  thenn  It  provided 
that — 


^■Oii  Tarleton's  Militnrv  .M.'i]i,  (Viiphant's  Mill  is  localei.l  \n  Iredell 
CouiUv,  North  Can'.-linri.  wlure  Bi'.ffalo  Creek  runs  into  the  Catawba 
River,  on  tlie  present  Vv'eslern  North  Carolina  Railroaa  ;  liut  the 
lion.  Win.  M.  Robhins.  uho  has  made  some  research,  fertile  author, 
as  to  it>  location,  can  hear  of  no  traditioTi  of  a  mill  of  any  kind  at 
this  point.  But  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Catawba  River,  in  Ca- 
tawba Countv,  on  Ball'^^  Creek,  there  was,  many  years  a-^o.  Iron 
Works,  which  continued  to  a  recent  period  of  time,  and  I  am  much 
inclined  to  the  opinion  that  Oliphant's  ?.Iill  was  located  at  this  Iron 
Vv'orks,  which  would  be  an  appropriate  place  for  the  repair  of  arms 
and  the  storage  of  provisions. 
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'^Th.o>e  persons  wiio  ha\-c  becii  lawfully  drafted  and 
have  ne^j;lected  or  rehssed  to  march  and  go  into  actual 
service  on  diie  notice,  or  find  a  substitute,  as  is  th.erein 
directed,  shall  be  held  and  deemed  a  Co/ihurjifal  snidicr 
for  ticdve  mo)it!ts;  and  that  tliose  persons  who  have 
deserted  their  c<:/lor.>,  when  in  actual  service,  sh.all  be 
h.eld  and  deemed  a  Continental  soldier  during-  the  war." '^ 

William  Hooper  writes  Mr.  Iredell  on  the  29tli 
dav  of  March,  17S1,  from  Halifax,  North  Carolina, 
that — 

^"The  Council  Kxtraordinary  '  have  passed  an  order 
to  tnke  from  everv  inhabitant  a  fifth  part  of  hds  provision 
for  the  use  of  the  annv;  and  tJiaf  i-icry  man  :r/!0  ahaii- 
doiud  Jrs  post  in  tlit  lust  ac/ion.  should  ht'  enrolled  in  tho 
Continaiial  army  for  ta'eli'o  monlhsy 

On  the  6th  day  of  April,  1781,  Thom.as  Gilchrist 
writes  to  }dr.  Iredell  fror,!  Halifax,  Xorth  Carolina, 
that — 

"Part  of  the  scattered  militia  from  Guilford  Court- 
Hou.se  were  ren.dezvousing  here  at  the  time  >-our  letter 
came  to  hand  by  one  of  them  (a  captain).  Tliese  militia 
are  now  marched  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Linton 
and  arc  sentenced  to  twelve  months'  duty,  as  Continentals, 
for  their  desertion." 

On  the  13th  of  April,  :^Iajor  Pinketham  Eaton 
writes  General  Sumner  from  Chatham  Court- 
Honse : 

*Jo]\nson.  vol.  2,  p.  iSr. 
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'' I  this  :]a\-  iecei\-ed  of  Lit-uterant  Colonel  W'iliiani 
Linton,  one  hundred  and  ,se\-enty  1170)  nicn  turned  over 
into  the  Continental  ser\-ice,  brit  am  without  a  single 
officer  to  assist  me.  1  slnil;,  by  (jerieral  (Ireene's  orders, 
march  them  immediiitcly  to  lieadquarters.'" 

On  th.e  iJth  of  April,  Genenil  Riitler  writes 
General  vSiininer  from  Ramsey's  Mill: 

"Wehav-e  now  in  the  field  240  men  of  those  who 
fied  from  the  field  on  the  15th  n.lto.  They  are  for  one 
\-ear,  and  \\ill  in  a  few  days  join  headquarters.  ^ly 
orders  were  to  inform  \'ou  from  time  to  tiriie  of  their 
numbers,  in  order  that  yon  mi;^lit  send  on  as  many  offi- 
cers as  aie  necessary  to  command  tlienn  Major  P.  Katori, 
Captain  James  Read,  Captain  Varboroucdi  and  Lieutenant 
John  Campbell,  are  in  ser\dce  and  nnean  to  continue,  with 
\-our  leave."* 

In  less  than  one  month  after  the  battle  these  men 
had  been  collected  for  dutv.  They  were  neither 
cov\ards/a5  we  shall  see,  nor  did  thev  a\'oid  arrest 
or  liee  from  the  Slate;  thev  were  nndiscipliried  men, 
wIk)  returned  to  their  homes  instead  of  their  camp. 
They  were  ashamed  of  their  conduct  and  willing  ta 
redeem  their  reputations.  A\'e  shall  soon,  find  them 
orgariizecl  as  Continental  soldiers  under  the  gallant 
and  ill-fated  Eaton. 

The  Contiricntal  Congress  had  passed  an  act^ 
after  the  compression  of  the  regiments,  in  Ma}', 
177S,  requiring   North   Carolina  to   raise   four   (4) 

"'■The<e  are  the  titles  au'l  rank  heltl  in  the  Continental  line. 
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more  reoinienls  or  bLitlalioiis  for  tlie  Continental 
service,  for  tweU'e  months.  Brigadier  General 
Sumner,  of  A\'arren  County,  was  g-i\-en  tlie  com- 
mand of  iliis  new  brigade,  and  the  Contiriental  ofh- 
cers  who  had, lost  tlieir  positioiis  by  the  "compres- 
sion," aiid  those  who  miglit  be  exchanged  irom 
prison,  were  to  be  assigned  to  duty  in  these 
regiments.  General  Suinner  entered  •  upon  this 
important  dutv  with  's\-stcniatic  energy  and  patri- 
otic, spirit.  These  regiments  Avere  to  be  raised  by 
volunteering,  or,  if  this  failed,  by  draft. 

A  rendezvous,  for  these  levies,  v/as  appointed  in 
the  several  districts  of  Wilmington,  Newbern, 
Halifax,  Hillsboro  and  Salisbury,  and  the  milhin 
officers  were  ordered  to  assemble  their  commands 
and  return  their  respective  quotas  arid  have  tbcni 
in.  readiness  b\'  the  25th  Aiyil,  17S1. 

The  voluminous  correspondence  oi  General 
Sumner  with  Colonel  Nicholas  Long,  the  Commis- 
sary Genenil  of  the  State,  Major  Katon,  Colonel 
Hal.  Dixori,  General  Butler  and- numerous  subordi- 
nate officers,  discloses  the  insuperable  difficulties 
vv-hich  pre\-er.ted  the  con.summation  of  this  plan  at 
that  time;  want  of  arms  an.d  clothing  being  tlie 
greatest,  while  other  parts  of  the  St:ite  were  disloyal 
and  refused  to  respond.  In  the  meantime.  General 
Sumner,  anxious  tu  render  service  to  his  country, 
had  offered  to  command  a  brigade  of  militia  under 
Greene,  but  for  some  unfortunate  and  inexplicable 
reason  the  offer  was  declin.ed. 

One   of  the    four    regiments    was   to   have   been 
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cavali'v,  but  no  effort,  it  seems,  \vas  made  to  raise  it. 
The  total  iiiab'.jit'v'  of  tlie  State  to  equip  ca\alrA-  was 
probablv  the  reason  for  abandoning-  it. 

In  a  letier  of  General  Sumner's,  without  date, 
he  alludes  to  the  fact  tliat  General  Greene  liad, 
instructed  him  to  i];ake  '"an  arrangement  for  tlie 
Continenial  line,"  and  ''  tliat  he  had  mer  the  officers 
of  the  State,  who  could  con\-eue  at  Halifax  the  23d 
January,  1 781,  but  the  difficulty  of  making  tlie  forma- 
tion, at  this  time,  was  that  the  dates  of  tlie  officers' 
commissions  who  were  iu  captivity  could  not  be 
procured.  However,  they  had  formed  a  iouporcDv 
arrangemerit  of  the  officers  present  to  receive  the 
four  re,u'iments  ordered  to  be  raised  b}-  the  State. 
Since  the  arrival'-'"  of  the  officers  who  were  iu  cap- 
ti\'ity  we  have  been  as  expeditious  as  desirous  in 
making  a  re-arrangement  of  the  line  of  officers. 
Colonel  fames  Armst!'<;ng,  Colonel  Gideon  Lamb, 
Lieutenant  Ccdonel  fames  Tliackston,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  A^'illiam  Lee  Davidson,  Captain  Hicajah 
Lewis  and  Captain  Francis  Cliiids  resigned,  to  be 
recommended  by  the  board  ot  officers,  at  Halifax, 
to  Congress,  to  peri'iit  tliem  \.()  retire  on  half  pay. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  \Vm.  Lee  Da\-idson,  Colonel 
Gideon  Lamb  and  Captain  iMicajali  Lewis  are  since 
dead." 

Februar}-  24th,  17S1,  General  Sumner  writes 
General  Greene  that  he 

*In  June,  17S1. 


''  Had  sciit  expresses  to  Colonel  Ashe''  :ind  Major 
^lurfreet,  \vl;o  were,  '\)v  the  tt:i):pr,rarx  arrai:L;e'«rieiit  <">{ 
the  officers  of  tlie  North  Carolina  line,  present  in  the 
State,  to  take  cha^'ge  of  two  of  the  rei^'iinents,  to  ac- 
(juaint  tr.ein  \vitl:out  dela}'  that  it  v/as  \(jurwisli  that 
they  join  the  jnilitia  camp  to  ren'ier  such  assistance  as 
wv.\\  be  in  th.eir  pmver.  Major  Dixon t  and  Alajor  Arni- 
stroni:i  are  to  take  clKirg'e  of  the  otlier  tv^'o  re^^dnients. 
IMajor  Dixon  is  in  \-orir  camp,  vvlio  is  In>r>Qctor  Crent;  ral 
of  militia,  and  promised  me  to  join,  tliat  canaji  upon  a 
general  rendezvous.  Major  Armstron.g-  is  with  the  forces 
from  tliC  district  of  Salisbury.  A  large  number  of  tlie 
officers  of  tlie  State  are,  to  my  knowledge,  already  in 
the  militia  camp." 

I  quote  this  letter  entire,  so  far  as  it  refers  to  t!ie 
■organization  of  the  regtilar  troops,  to  show  tlie 
changes  tliat  afterwards  oeeurred  ;  for  wdien  the 
turee  legintents  moved,  in' Jttly,  thev  vrere  com- 
manded respective]}'  by  Colonel  Jolm  B.  Ashe  and 
Majors  John  Armstrong  and  Reading  Blotmt,  as 
General  otir.nier's  corresponden.ee  shov/s.  How 
it  was  that  ^Itirfrce  did  not  reach  the  rendezvotis 
from  Xewbern,  or  did  not  take  the  command  as- 
signed liini,  I  am  not  able  to  solve. 

While  General  Sumner  v.-as  still  exerting  all  his 
power  to  collect  the  new  levies  and  provide  them 
with  arms,  ])vIajor  Pinketham  Eaton,  who  was  at 
or  near  the  camp  of  General  Butler,  on  Deep  River, 
was  ordered  to  march  and  join  the  army  tinder 
General  Greene,  with  the,  now,  re-assembled  militia 

*Jolin  B.  .\she.  fHardy  Murfree. 

4:"Iial"   Dixou.  IJohu  Armstrong. 
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Guilford  Conrt-Htnise,  n.ncl  \ve  will  have 
to  tr:ice  their  history  as  a  part  of  that  rTa-inliceut 
little  army  which  was,  bO  soon,  to  redeem  South 
Carolina  and  Geur-ia  from   the  British  power. 

T7S1.  On  the  17th  day  of  April,  Major  Dixon, 
as  lns!;.ector  Gerierai,  was  ordered  to  forward  two 
subaltern  oflieers  to  :\,iajor  Eaton,  "who  was 
informed  that  more  of  the  militia  were  on  their 
wav  to  liis  command/' 

Eaton  was  detained  until  about  the  23d  of  April 
before  he  be.^^an  his  march  to  vSouth  Carolina,  and 
did  not  reach  General  Greene  until  about  the  i6th 
of  :\Iay,  when  his  command  was  attached  to  Lee's 
L.eo;ion  as  one  of  the  corps  which  was  to  act  against 
Augusta. '■■■ 

On  the  6ch  day  of  April,  General  Greene  detached 
Colonel  Lee,  with  orders  to  seek  General  :\Iarion 
and  make  a  i  unction  with  his  forces.  He  was 
directed,  however,  to  follow  in  the  track  of  Corn- 
wallis  as  far  as  Cross  Creek,  in  order  to  produce 
the  impression  that  the  American  army  would  fol- 
low in  that  direction  to  Wilmington. 

Erom  Cross  Creek,  Lee  moved  east  rapidly,  then 
south,  crossing  Drowning  Creek,  then  by  :\Iarion 
Court-House  to  Pope's  Ferry,  on  the  Great  Pee 
Dee,  where,  on  the  14th  day  of  April,  he  formed  a 
junction  with  General  Marion.  Marion  furnished 
the  boats,  which  he  had  concealed,  to  cross  the 
stream,  and  with  their  joint  force  they  made  a  hur- 
ried march   almost  west  to   Fort   Watson,  on   the 

*Johnson's  Life  of  Greene,  vol.  2,  p.  126. 


(  4  o  o  ) 

Saiitee,  hel.n\-  Cariideii  :nid  Ijelr^w  tlic  coiiiiueiice  of 
tlio  A\"atcree  o.iicl  Saiiiee. 

On  the  7th  day  of  April,  General  Greene  crossed 
tlic  Dc-cp  Ivn-er  w  iih  Iris  army  and  niox-ed  west  in  a 
direct  line  to  'Mark's  Ferry  on  the  Yadkin  ;  then 
south,  crossing  Rocky  River  and  Lynch's  Creek,  to 
Can.iden,  which  vici;iity  he  reached  un  the  i9i]id.i\' 
of  April. 

Lord  Rawdon,  wlio  was  in  conmnand  of  that  post 
with  900  men,  had  been  irdornied  bv  the  numerous 
Tories  in  tliat  State  of  General  Greene's  approacli. 
and,  ninch  to  Greene's  surprise,  had  six  davs'  notice 
of  his  coining  and  had  called  in  detachmerits  from 
the  Saluda  and  Broad  until  his  force  n-as  fullv 
equal  to  Greene's  army.  In  addnion.,  he  had 
streng-liieni.ed  his  f  n-tincations  so  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  take  them  by  storm.  Xothing  was  left  but 
to  set  down  and  endea\-or  to  entice  the  British  coni- 
mauider  into  battle.  With  this  view,  on  the  20th, 
Greene  advanced  to  a  hill  on  the  W'axhaw  road,  in 
lialf  mile  of  Rawdor.'s  breastworks,  butth.e  challenge 
was  n.ot  accepted.  He  then  moved  his  arniv  one 
and  a  quarter  miles  and  took  post  on  a  rising- 
ground  of  moderate  elc\-ation,  known  b}-  the  name 
ot  "Hobkirk's  Hill,"  with  his  left  co\-ered  b\'  an 
impa  .sable  branch  and  his  right  approaching  a 
thicket  almost  impenetrable. 

Gen-.-ral  Greene  had  lost  his  four  six-pounder 
cannons  at  Guilford  Court-House,  all  he  had,  but 
*'  order  had  been  taken  for  procuring  from  Oliphant's 
Mill,  at  the  head-waters  of  the  Catawba,  tv/o  pieces 
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that  liiid  been  fonvLirded  to  that   place   f->r   lepair." 
One  nf  th.ese  he  sent  lo  Marion,  who  had  advan.ced 
towards  Camden,  on.  the  fall  of  Fort  Watson  ;  which 
was  the  2--,d).  in   order  to  intercept  the  approach  ol 
Colonel  Watson's  force,  which  was  marching  to  rein- 
force Rawdon.     Greene,  nnk)rtnnately,  was  too  con- 
fident of  the  power  of  Gene'-al  Marion  and  Cohmel 
Lee  to  prevent  that  oflicer  from  gettin.g-  into  Camden . 
if  Marion  could  liave  a  piece  of  artillery  to  coiinter- 
'  act  the  artillery  of  W^atson.      I  state  this  with  some 
precision,  because  Greene  has  been  much  criticised 
for  partiiig  with  this   artillery,  which  he  needed  so 
badlv    at    Hobkirk's    Hill.      General    Greene    also 
knew  that  Colonel   Harrison    was  on  his  w^y  from 
Prince  Edward  Court-Honse  with  two  other  pieces 
of  artillery;   these  reached  him  on  the  23d.     The 
piece  of  artillery  intended   for  iXlarion   was  sent  to 
Rn-eley's  iMilk  under  escort  of  the  North  Carolina 
militia  of  Read's  command.      Tliese  troops  General 
Greene'   desi'^med    to    send    as  a    reinforcement    to 
General  Marion,  and  Colonel  Carrington,  in  order 
to  get  them   together  at  a   safe   spot,  retired  eiglit 
miles  further  off  than   Rugeley's   Mill,  at   a  place 
called  Upton's   Mill,  and  this   made  it  difficult  for 
Greene    to    communicate    -with    him.      Tiie    conse- 
quences of  this  mistake,  <.n  the  part  of  Carrington, 
who  was  in   coriimand  of  this  detached  corps,  ex- 
hibited  themselves   in  the    hurry  in   camp,  on  the 
morning  of  the  battle,  which  occurred  on  the  25th. 
I  take  from  Johnson,  page  77,  the  following  esti- 
mate and  classification  of  Greene's  force.      He  says  : 
26 


'' The  wl-olc  rcg;  L  ■  'i...M- ;  ■  .:-  ';::  '.  •.  -.■■ 
i^t  t-he  baitle  of  Mo  ^:  ■  ■  '  •.■;■■-.•  ■■•/  ;  ',''■■-'■' 
for    duty.      Hie    Co    ;'  t. :;.•;.. n-    o-     ■.'■    ■■    ■..: 

Whiie^s   and    \Va;-l:  J  -  .  .    :-:"*    '-^  •  ^:'y    :.    : 

only    S7.    and    56    iv/.v     >      ' /•  -.'     '  -  r.;    :-.i^':'!!  >. 
artillery  also  Moniii;i:i.   <.■>•:    ■..■-i.-.v  ■  ■:■  rc-'i^'-'V 
commanded  hv  Col-  nvi  i;:;i:     .':i  yr  \   ■'-:■;      ;'•■.,. 
there  were  not   n^er  fnonj^l;    ,o;!;;:nl   ti  :        !'.-..c- 
dctaclrncj  Fniley.  v.  j    Vm;0\c  .]i'.      i //c  '•'//(•'  'V/t  . 
^/n-/'  wil!i   t!i.e  army   .■  :-sis/ri/  .-;/  254  .M^;//'  ( /r,- 
One  hundred  and  tl.Ly  of  these,  UTider  Odouc!  ' 
joined  Greene  soon   a  o:r  he    ■"ecrcr'seu  o'e  ;,>::.!. 
faiiiifuJIv  odht'-red   .;?   /'/.'•     ,o^-/'      •r;   O'v.--,      ';  ^' 
volunteers,    nieu  o     o'"'    ■.:.'-    o_. •;■■:■■.-■•.  ";■,    :■.. 
tiiiahr  liave  heen  prre^-  :■■     'o    '.i'-e;,:'   ■  :  •'.:'    ,''.'. 
had   escorted  the  fvay-    ■-  -  .'    "-    L."     ■"■.■•••    .y 
Davie. '' 


Perhaps    the    riO;d. 
battle  is  given  b\    d- 
ticipant,  and   coi;  id, 
I  give  his  accourit  :.!• 

>'The  position  or"  ■  o 
with   uninterrupted     ■  >. 
directh.'  through,  it  ;   ■■• 
the  swamp  of  Pin-.:  '    '■ 
nence  was  easiest  oi  :_:•■ 
to  woods  uncovered  ;• 
structions.      In  this    ;• 
easiest  assailed,  but  '&• 
approach    was    not     •' 
Rawdon  preferred  ti  .■ 
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"unexpected  assault  wpon  oiir  c;nrip  was  a  It-adin.i^-  feature 
in  his  plan. 

"•  In  tlie  !noi-nin!.r  Carringtou  joined,  with  a  comforta- 
ble su[)ply  of  provis:ous,  wliicli  had  been  rather  ec^irce 
durin^4  the  laie  liurried  clianues  of  posirion.  These  were 
issued,  and,  ot  course,  eni:'a;:^ed  a  pnjrlitju  of  trie  troops, 
while  tlic  residue  were  eniplo)'ed  along  the  rivulets  in 
\vashing-  th.eii  cio'tiies,  an  occupation  which  had  been 
for  some  days  past  inipraclicabie. 

"Absorbed  in  these  enaploNunents,  tlie  period  was  very 
propitious  to  the  enemy's  object.  His  advance  was  ne\er 
discovered  until  his  van  fell  upon  our  pickets.  Tlie  two 
in  front  commanded  by  Captain  Benson,  of  ?\[ar}'land, 
and  Captain  Morgan,  of  \hrginia,  received,  him  liand- 
somely  ;  and,  retiring  in  order,  disputed  braveh/  cver\- 
inch  of  ground,  supported  b\-  Kirkw^jod  with  the  remair.s 
of  the  Delaware  regiment.  This  rencounter  gave  the 
first  announcement  of  the  contest  at  luand.  Disposed  for 
battle  by  the  order  of  encampment,  the  American  armv, 
notwithstanding  its  short  notice,  was  quickly  ranged  for 
action — an  e\'ent,  although  riuexpected,  of  all  others  the 
most  desirable  ;  because,  in  all  probability,  the  readiest 
for  the  production  of  that  issue  so  anxiousl}'  coveted  b}' 
tlie  American  General. 

"During  the  contest  with  tlie  pickets,  Greene  formed 
his  arm.y.  The  \'irginia  brigade,  with  General  Huger  at 
its  head,  h.aving  under  him  the  Lieuteuiant  Colonels 
Campbell  and  Hawes,  took  the  right;  the  iNIarvland 
brigade,  led  by  Colonel  Williams,  seconded  by  Colonel 
Gimbv,  and  the  Lieutenant  Colonels  Ford  and  Howard, 
occupied  the  left.  Thus  all  the  Continentals,  consisting 
of  four  regiments,  much  reduced  in  strength,  were  dis- 
posed in  one  line,  with  the  artillery,  conducted  by  Colonel 
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Hi'.rri?oii,  in  tlic  centre.  Tlie  leserx-e  cou'^isted  ot  tlie 
ca\alr\\  under  Lieiitenant  Colonel  V\'a:-.iiiu<j;tori,  with  a 
corps  of  Xortli  Carolina  unlitia,  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  couiuianded  l.)y  Colonel  Read. 

''The  British  (4eneral,  pushini^  before  In n.i  tlie  pickets 
and  Kirkwood,  pressed  forward  to  battle.  The  kin.j;-\s 
Auierican  regiment  on  the  right,  the  Xew  York  volun- 
teers in  tlie  centre,  and  the  sixt\--third  on  th.e  left,  fonued 
the  line  of  battle.  Kis  right  wing  was  supported  by- 
Robertson's  corp'^,  and  his  let't  b\-  the  volunteers  of 
Ireland.  The  reserve  consisted  of  the  South  Carolina 
regiment,  with  a  few  dragoons,  all  the  cavalry  then  at 
Camden.  Crreene,  examining  attenti\'elv  the  British 
disposition,  discovered  the  very'  narrow  front  wddch  it 
presented,  an;l  gratified  as  lie  svas  with  tlie  opportunit}', 
so  unexpected!}'  offered,  of  completing,  by  one  blow,  his 
first  object,  he  determined  to  awail  himself  of  the  advant- 
age given  bv  tlie  mode  of  attack. 

'*He  directed  Lieutenant  Colonels  Campbell  and  Ford 
to  turn  the  enem\ 's  flai:k  ;  lie  ordered  tlie  centre  regi- 
ments to  advance  with  fixed  ba\'onets  upon  him  ascend- 
ing the  height;  and  detaclied  kieutenan-t  Colc:»nel  Wash- 
ington v.ddi  his  ca\-alrv  to  gain  his  rear.  Rawdon  no 
sooner  cast  his  e\es  on  our  'lisposition  than  he  percei\'ed 
the  danger  to  which  his  unequal  front  exposed  him,  and 
brinodnu'  no  the  volunteers  of  Ireland  into  line,  he 
remedied  tlie  defect,  seized  by  Greene,  in  time  to  avert 
the  expected  consequence. 

' '  Tiie  battle  opened  from  right  to  left  v.dth  a  vigor  wdiich 
promised  a  keen  and  sanguinary  contest ;  but  the  supe- 
riority of  our  fire,  augmented  by  that  from  our  well- 
served  artillery,  must .  have  borne  down  all  opposition, 
had  the  American  line  maintained  itself  with  becoming 
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lAnuness.  On  the  riglu  Huger  e^■idc:lrly  gained  ground; 
Wa.sbington  was  curr>  ing  everytliing  before  him  in  the 
rear,  and  L.ieutenan.t  Colnnel  Hawes,  v/ith  fixed  bayonets, 
conibrmal.'le  to  order,  was  descend ir,g  the  hill  ready  to 
tall  noon  tlie   New  York  volunteers. 

''In  this  tiattering  niovenient,  the  eeteranregiment  of 
Gunbv,  ]]a\ing  first  joined   in   the   fire,    in    violation    ot 
orders,  paused;  its  riglit  tallin-    back.      Gunby   nnfortu- 
natelv  directed  the  disordered  battalion  to  rail}  by  retiring 
to  its  right  conipanv.      Retrograde  being  the  consequence 
of  this-order,  the  Rntish  line,  giving  a  shout,  pressed  tor- 
ward  witli  redoubled  ardor  ;  and  the  regiment  of  Gunby, 
considered  as  the  bulwark  of  the  arniv,  never  recovered 
from  the  panic  with  which  it  was  at  this  moment  unac- 
countably seized.      The  Virginia  brigade,  and  the  >^econd 
reo-iment  of  ^laryland,  with   the  artillery,  notwithstand- 
iu'.^-  the  shameful  abandonment  by   the  first  ^laryland, 
maintained  the  contest  bravely.      Williams  and  Gunby, 
assisted  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Howard,  who  had  so  often 
and  so  glorioush'  b'3rne  down  witli  this  \-ery  regiment  all 
opposition,  vainh'  exerted  themselves  to  bring  it  to  order. 
Not  the  menace^  of  th.e  one,  nor  th.e  expostulations  of  the 
other,  and  the  exhortations  of  the  third,  not  the  recollec- 
tion of  its  pristine  i^ame.  could  arouse  its  cowering  spirit. 
The  second  .Mar\-laud,,  wliich  had   from   the  commence- 
ment of  the  action  acted  with  gallantry,  feeling  severely 
the  effect  produced  by  the  recession  of  the  first,  became 
somewhat  deranged  ;  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ford  being 
unluckily   wounded    while  endeavoring    to   repress    the 
beginning  disorder,  this  corps  also  tell  back. 

"Rawdoids  right  now  gained  tlie  summit  of  the  emi- 
nence, flanking  Ilawes'  regiment,  which  had  nndeviat- 
ingly  held   its  prescribed  course,  although  early  in   the 
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action  abandoned  o!i  its  left  b\'  the  first  Maryland,  and 
now  but  teebly  sustained  on  tlie  rij^'lit  b\'  the  first  \'ir- 
ginia — f<jr  this  corps  had  now  be-^un  to  recede,  notwutli- 
standiuij:  its  preceding-  success.  Greene  recalled  Hawes, 
our  onlv  unbroken  rcii^inient,  and  hndino-  evcr>"  effort  to 
reinstate  the  batile  ilbisur}-,  wdsel}'  determined  to  diinia- 
ish  tlie  ills  of  tlie  sad  and  uriaceountable  reverse  l)y 
retiring  troni  tlie  field.  ( >rders  were  gi\'en  lo  this  effect, 
and  L<ientenant  Colonel  Ilawes  svas  connriianded  to  co\'er 
the  broken  line. 

"  Tiie  retreat  was  perfjrnitd  without  loss,  although 
the  er.enis'  continued  to  pursue  for  a  te-w  miles.  Wash- 
ington,, with  liis  ca\'alr\'.  retiring  from  the  rear  the  mo- 
ment he  disco\-ered  that  our  indantre  had  been  forced, 
caint;  in  tire.e  to  contribute  greatl>'  to  the  safec}'  of  the 
armw  having  necessarii;.'  relinquished  most  of  the  fruits 
of  his  succe-^s.  Checking  the  enem)'''s  efforts  to  disturb 
our  rear,  he  at  length,  b\'  a  rapid  charge,  effectuall) 
disconanted  the  British  van  and  put  a  stop  to  further 
pur.-^uit. 

•'Cieneral  Greeu.e,  ha\dng  passed  Saunder's  Creek, 
about  four  miles  from  the  field  of  battle,  encamped  for  the 
night,  and  on  the  next  day  proceeded  to  Rugeley's  Mill. 
The  loss  sUiStained  b\'  the  respective  armies  was  nearly 
equal.  On  tlie  side  of  America,  two  hundred  and  sixt\-- 
ei^-ht  v;ere  killed,  wuunded  and  missiuLi-  ;  on  the  side  of 
the  enemv,  two  liundred  and  fifty-eigh.t,  including  the 
prisoners  brought  off  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Washington 
and  those  paroled  hv  him  on  the  ground.  The  firitish 
lost  no  officer  of  distinction,  which  was  not  tlie  case 
with  us.  The  VN'ound  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ford  proved 
mortal;  and  Captain  Beatt\-,  of  the  first  Mar\dand,  was 
killed,  than  whom  the  arin\-  did  not  possess  an  officer  of 
more  premise. '" 
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Gordon  sa\-s  ''  the  militia  \v;is  coniiri^  into  action, 
when  SLiddenlv  a  nnniber  of  the  Americans  began 
to  retire,  thono-li  tlie  danger  was  not  apparently 
'H-eat,  and  evervr'od  v  seemed  ignorant  ot  tiie  canse. 

In  the  Lite  and  Times  of  Iredelhr  it  is  said: 
'^  North  Carolina  soldiers  foUovved  Greene's  tiag  to 
the  close  of  the  contest;  and  I  believe  that  a  care- 
ful examination  will  disclosa  the  fact  that  their 
nnniber  has  been  carelessly  stated  and  greatly 
'nnderrated  bv  our  historians.  Colonel  Read's  regi- 
ment of  North  Carolinians,  under  the  command  ot 
Colonel  Wasliington,  greatly  distinguished  them- 
selves at  the  battle  of  Hobkirk's  Hill." 

The  most  brilliant  conduct  in  this  unfortunate 
battle  vrc.s  that  of  Captain  John  Smith  an-l  hus  light 
infantry  company.  This  was  a  company  ot  45 
select  Irishmen,  detailed  from  the  Maryland  line, 
not  one  of  whom  was  over  thirty-  years  old.  They 
were  intended  for  critical  service  in  the  absence  ot 
the  Legion  ot  Lee. 

When  Greene  had  withdrawn  his  line  and  tormed 
it  again  in  rear  of  his  first  position,  it  left  the  artil- 
lery, three  pieces,  exposed  to  imminent  danger. 
Captain  Smith,  with  his  company  ot  Irishmen,  was 
ordered  to  defend  and  secure  it  at  all  hazards.  The 
British  were  ascending  the  hill  with  loud  shouts, 
and  Coffin,  in  command  of  their  cavalry,  was  charg- 
ing up  the  road  to  join  in  the  pursuit.  ''The 
matrosses  were  now  quitting  the  drag-ropes,  when 
General   Greene  galloped   up  alone,  his  aids  being 
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in  other  portions  of  tiie  field,  and  dismounting  and 
seizing  tlie  drag-ropes  with  one  hand,  Avhilst  he 
held  his  horse  withi  the  other,  exhibited  an  example 
wliicli  th.e  most  timid  could  uot  resist.  Smith's 
men  arri\'ed,  and  gatliering  the  drag-ropes  in  une 
hand  and  lioldiug  their  rjuskets  iri  tlie  other,  tliey 
were  draggir;g  ctf  tlie  canrions  wlien  Coffin  rushed 
up  with  his  cavalrv.  Smith  imuicdiately  torming 
liis  compan\-  in  rearof  the  artillery,  poured  sueh  a 
deadh'  tire  into  Couiii's  face  that  he  retired  in  con- 
fusion. Again  Cofiiu  rallied  his  men  and  with 
determined  courage  rushed  upon  the  de\-oted  band. 
but  only  to  be  sent  back  with  sliame  and  defeat. 
Three  times  it  y\"as  renewed  with  the  same  result, 
but  in  the  intervals  they  continued  to  remove  the 
guns  farther  from  danger.  At  length  the  British 
infantry  advanced  and  their  marksmen  in  the  v,-ood 
soon  began  to  sacrifice  this  heroic  company;  Smith 
himself  was  wounded  and  his  45  men  had  been 
reduced  to  14.  At  this  instant  Cofhn  charged  upon 
theiu  again  and  all  were  either  killed  or  captured. 
Captain  Sniitli  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Tlie  artiller\-  was  for  a  moment  lost,  but  at  this 
crisis  Colonel  Washington  returned  from  his  circuit 
in  the  rear,  and  in  a  moment  was  upon  the  enenu- 
with  his  cavah-y.  They  fled  b^-fore  his  impetuous 
onset,  and  the   artillery  was  redeemed." 

Greene  had  led  a  \'irginia  regiment  to  tlie  charge, 
twice  that  day,  in  person,  and  exposed  himself  with 
reckless  courage  to  the  tire  of  the  enemy.  He 
seems  to  have  become  desperate  over  the  failure  of 
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liis  favorite  reg-imetit,  l1ie  ist  ^laryland.  ^vhicli  had 
become  panic-stricken  in  the  vcrv  moriient  of  vic- 
tory. Even  these  men.  \-ictnrs  ot  Cowpens  and 
saviors  of  (juilfjrd  Ccnrt-House.  hed  before  the 
charge  of  the  ^Britisli  regnhirs;  a  most  amazing- 
fact,  bnt  one  tliat  teaclies  ns  the  dnty  of  charity  to 
the  condnct  of  otliers.  vdio,  nnder  more  trying  cir- 
cnmstances,  miglit  in.iitate  t^ie  example.    , 

A  court-martial  was  convened  for  tlie  in.vestiga- 
tion  of  Gnnbv's  conduct,  and  its  finding  was  that 
"Gnnb\-'s  spirit  and  activity  were  unexcfpti<mabhj ; 
but  his  order  for  the  reginnent  to  retire  was  improper 
and  unmihitary.  and  in  ail  probability  the  onh'  can.se 
why  we  did  not  obtain  a  complete  victory.'' 

In  August.  Greene  wrote  "tliat  he  found  him 
more  blamable  than  he  had  represented  him  in  his 
public  letters."  Poor  ftdhiw  !  brave,  but  imprudent 
and  unwise,  lie  lingered  awhile  with  tlie  army,  and 
being  mortified  ijv  assignment  to  duty  in  the  rear, 
he  retired  from  the  service,  leaving  tlie  regiment 
under  Howard,  \vdio  was  the  tavorite  son  ot  fortune. 

It  is  due  to  Colonel  Gnnb}.-  to  say,  tliat  Colonel 
Lee,  an  accomplished  and  scientific  soldier,  defends 
liim  and  sa\-s  that  '' Howard  performed  the  same 
movement  at  Cowpens  that  Ciunby  attempted  to 
repeat  at  Hobkirk's  Hill" — which  is  true. 

Bancroft  censures  Greene  for  "  weakening  him- 
self irretrievably"  by  sending  Washington  to  the 
enemy's  rear  and  having  no  protection  from  the 
daneers  of  disaster,  and  characterizes  this  maneuver 
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as  ■' ii'Consirlerate  L(>nndc;!ice  ;''  but  Baiicroit:  is  iron 
an  admirer  of  (.-cciieral  (jreene. 

vStediiiairs  coiiniiL-ut  on  tlie  result  was.  tluit  "tlic 
victo-y  at  Kobkirk's  llilb  like  ikav  at  Guilford 
Court-Honse,  altliough  ri';)si  k.oiioraldie  arid  vdorious 
to  tl;e  ofiicers  wdio  cor.raKiiideci,  and  tkie  trijops  tirat 
were  eiigac^ed,  prridiiccd  no  consequences  beutncial 
to  tlie  Briti.-:.]!  interest." 

i\Iv  admiration  for  tlie  entlmskistic  ccuiragc  and 
distingaiished  patriotism  of  Captain  lobn  vSmitli, 
''the  hero  of  Hoi.jkirk/'  constrains  me  to  incorporate 
the  foUbwing  account  of  iiim,  which  I  iind  m  John- 
sonds  Traditioiir,  of  the  Revolution,  '  by  Joseph 
Johnson,  iM.  D.,  c-f  Charleston,  South  Carolina: 

''Captain  John  Smith. 

"The  first  ^hirvlatid  reij^iuient,  couimani-led  b}"  Col- 
onel Gnnbv,  was  very  hi,L;-hly  considered  by  (^eiiera] 
Greene  :  ever  rea-.r/  to  eiiciraiter  danger  at  the  vrord  ot 
conuriand,  and  ever  ready  to  l^ad  in  battle,  under  the 
most  discourai^iiiq-  circumstances. 

"  It  had  con<[uered  at  the  battle  of  Cowpens.  and 
acipaired  die  liighest  distinction  at  the  battle  or  Guiitord: 
yet,  at  the  battle  oi  Hobkirk,  near  Caniderx,  they  had 
been  thrown  into  confusion  and  retreated  disgracctullv. 
Captain  John  Stnilh,  connnaudin^  a  lig'ht  infantry  com- 
pany in  that  regiment,  was  not  v/ith  tlieni  at  that  time. 
He  was  particularly  distinguished  at  the  battle  of  Guil- 
ford, as  well  as  that  of  Hobkirk. 

"  At  tlic  head  of  his  company  he  charged  the  enemy's 
line  at  Guilford,  encountered  Colonel  Stuart,  of  the 
Guards,  in  the  open  field,  and  slew  him.      He  also  slew\ 
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as  tlie  Brilisli  asscrtev'l,  on  that  occasior.,  two  or  three  ot 
Stuart's  men.  He  had  hccn  detached  truiii  the  Aiar\'- 
hand  line  by  General  (rreene,  at  Ilobkirk,  t"or  the  protec- 
tion ofthe  anill^rv.  and  not  onlv  avoided  their  disn;race 
on.  tliat  occasion,  bnt-acqnired  additional  honors. 

'-His  company' tlien   consisted  ol   forty-tivc  men,  thev 
were    all    Irishmen,  and  all    under  thirt\-    >-ear<  of   age. 
They  continued  to   defend   tlic  retreaiing  artillery,  and 
tinailv  preserved    it  till  Wadnngtoti  came   up' with   Ins 
cavalrv  at  the  critical  ni'Mnent  wh.eij  Sniitids  mien,  havings 
been   reduced  to  fifteen,  tlie   enemy   overjKnvered   them, 
and  all  were  either  killed  or  taken  prisouicrs.      Smith  vvas 
wounded  and  captured  amouo;  the  survivors.      On  being 
carried    in.to   Camden,   Lord    Rawdon   ordered    him   into 
close  coufiuement,  under  a  misrepresentation  of  his  con- 
duct at  Gn.i;ford,  v.diere  he  was  said  to  liave  killed  two 
or   three  men  after  they  had  surrendered.      The  charge 
having  been  disproved  by  the  united  testimony  ot  Greene, 
Washington  arid  Howard,  he  was  sent  down  to  Charles- 
ton on  pLirole  and  on  toot. 

^' Some  persons  connected  with  the  British  army.,  in 
disgni>e..  calling  themselves  Whigs,  seized  him  a  tew 
miles  below  Camden,  stripped  him,  tied  him  up  and 
^sdlipped  him  with  switches  on  liis  bare  back. 

>'0n  hds  arrival  in  Charleston,  his  character  for 
braverv  being  kn.own,,  he  became  ir.timate  Vvdth  a  r.nm- 
ber  of  British  officers  of  kindred  spirits,  equally  hon- 
orable and  equally   brave. 

"Dining  one  dav  Vvdth  some  of  them,  an  ofticer  was 
introduced,  wdrom  he  immediately  recognized  as  one  of 
those  who  had  treated  him  so  ignominiously.  Smith 
took  occasion  to  say  that  their  whole  deportment  to  him 
had  been  so  honorable,  tliat  it  was  a  pity  that  any  dis- 
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honorable  fellow  snoalcl  iiitnifle  aiuoii^'  tlie;!'..  I'lie 
ofncers  called  upon  liiin  to  explain,  as  tliox'  sutTered  no 
siicli  inrnision  into  their  scciet\'. 

'•lie  aecordin_u;-ly  pi.M-.iied  out  the  man,  and  declared 
tlie  treatment  recei\ed  from  him  and.  his  associates,  v,  hile 
a  ■prisoner  ov.  parvilc. 

•'^Then  kick  him.  Smith.'  was  the  general  rcjih  ; 
and  Sr.iitli  li.id  tiie  gratification  of  kicking  tlic  rascal  ont 
of  Llie  comrxifiy. 

''  iManx"  \-ears  after  tliesc  ev'ents  I  knew  C  iptain  Smith 
well;  he  was  styled  'tlie  h.ero  of  Ilobkirk."  and  coni- 
iTiissioned  b>  President  John  Adams  in  the  armament 
ai:;-ain<t  France." 

Btit  grertt  as  the  mortilicatioii  and  disappointmeitt 
of  General  Greene  was,  at  his  defeat,  it  did  not  alter 
his  plan  to  drive  tlie  enemy  from  Canideu.  On  tlie 
dav  after  the  battle  he  ^^■rote  General  Marion.  "'We 
are  now  with.in  !i\-e  miles  t)f  Camden,  and  shall 
ck>seh'  invest  it  in  a  dav  or  two  ag-anid"  To  the 
French  minister  he  wrote.  "  W'e  hg-ht,  get  beat,  rise 
and  tig'nt  again." 

There  is  one  featnre  of  Greene's  nstml  curisoiator\' 
letters  that  is  "  eonspieiion^l\'  absent"  from  his 
corresponelenee  in.  regard  to  Hobkirk  Hill.  He 
had  no  militia  to  scold:  no  scape-goat  ot  citizen 
soldiery. 

He  tried  the  militia  in  front  at  Gnilford  Cotirt- 
Honse  and  on  them  he  pnt  the  blame.  He  tlionght 
to  reverse  it  at  Hobkirk  Hill,  btit  the  result  was 
worse,  and  snbseqnently  at  Eutaw  he  returned  to 
the  plan  of  Cowpens  and   Gttilford.      There   was   a 
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Hicclier  Power  whose  >visdoni  aiK^  providence  \vas 
ordainiii.sr  ^^^^  these  ihings  for  good,  and  though 
invsterious  iii  His  ways,  the  liberty  of  a  mighty 
christian  per^ple  was  "worked  out'"  through  all 
these  tribulations  and  delays. 

It  is  not  in\'  purptjse  to  record  all  the  suoorurnate 
militarv  niovemerits  and  acti>)iis  of  General  Greene  s 
arniv  in  South  Carolina,  but  only  such  as  will 
disclose  the  part  taken  by  North  Carolina  in  this 
eventful  campaign.  I  sliall,  therefore,  only  give  a 
rapid  review  of  those  minor  affairs,  that  the  reader 
mav  not  lose  the  thread  of  the  history. 

On  the  26th  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Fort  AV  atsou 
reached  the  army  of  Greene  at  Gum  Swamp.  "It 
was  joyfully  announced  in  orders  next  day  and  the 
names  of  Marion  and  Lee  were  given  out  as  the 
countersigns  in  hoUiOr  of  the  captors  oi  that  tortih- 

cation." 

Greene,  v/ith  all  his  greatness,  was  capricious 
.and  irritable.  His  ill  humor  led  him  into  incon- 
sistencies, whicli  it  had  been  well  that  his  biographers 
had  not  made  public.  In  hve  da\-s  after  this  bril- 
liant achievement  of  the  modest  and  devoted  Alanon, 
General  Greene  writes  to  President  Reed: 

"Generals  Sumter  and  Marion  have  a  few  people  who 
adhere  to  them,  perhaps  more  from  a  desire  and  tlie 
opportunity  of  plundering  than  from  any  inclination  to 
support  the  iiKiependence  of  the  United  States." 

If  there  was  one  trait  in  ]\Iarion's  character  con- 
spicuous above  all  others,  it  was  his  pure  and  simple 
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devotion  t^'  principle  and  liis  abliorrenx-e  ot  tlie 
*'  plunderer  "  in  \v;n-fare.  Xo  opportunity  tor  plun- 
der was  ever  afforded  l^v  hi  in.  A  more  unfounded  and 
o;roi'ser  wrong  v.ms  never  done  to  an.  un.selfish  pairiot 
and  hi.s  foUov\-ers  than  this.  It  was,  I  regret  to 
observe,  a  custom  ot  Cicrieral  Greene,  to  reflect  ':>n 
Southern  soldiers,  wb.en  writing  private  letters  to 
his  Xortliern  friends.  Pity  i-t  is  that  t]:»e  unguarded 
expressions  of  his  great  mind,  when  irritated  by 
disxippointnient,  sliould  luwe  been  paraded  as  his- 
torv.  X'o  doubt  tliat  General  Greene  himself 
regretted  these  expressions  in  after  life.  T  allude 
to  them  "more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger,"  but  this 
peculiar  cliaractenstic  is  necessarv  to  be  undersloou 
iu  order  to  weigh  correctlv  similar  expressions  ot 
his  in  regard  to  Xortli  Carolina  troops. 

Colonel  Watson,  whose^  i unction  with  Rawdon 
General  Marion  and  Colonel  I.ee  had  in  vaiux  en- 
deavored to  prevent,  entered  Camden  on  the  7th  ot 
]\Iav.  A\'ith  this  substantial  reinforcement,  wliicli 
gave  iiini  a  superiority  over  Greene,  lie  marched 
out  to  give  him  battle,  but  the  American  comman- 
der skillful Iv  avoided  acti'm. 

Tile  British  commander,  having  lost  Fort  A\'at- 
son  on  the  Santee,  and  finding  his  cominunication 
with  Charleston  entirely  cut  off,  determined  to 
abandon  Camden. 

''  On  the  loth  ]\Iav,  after  destroving  all  public 
buildings  and  stores,  and  man}'  private  houses,  the 
British  a.bandoned  Camden  never  to  hold  it  again." 

On  the   nth    the  post  at   Orangeburg,  held  by 


sixlv  British  niiliiin  vv.d  tvvclvt'  rei^ulLirs,  surren- 
dered to  Sumter.  R:L\\-dun  nru-clied  down  the 
Santee  on  the  riorlli  side,  anxious  to  save  the  gar- 
rison at  Fort  Motte.  \<>  w  hicli  ^h;rion  Inid  laid  hiege. 
To  hasten  its  surrender,  Rebecca  Aloite,  tlie  owner 
of  the  house  in  which  thiey  were  quartered,  on  the 
i2th,  broughit  into  cauip  a  bow  and  a  hamdle  ot 
Indian  arre-ws,  arid  when  thte  arro^\-s  had  carried 
hre  to  her  own  abode,  the  garrison  ot  165  men  sur- 
rendered. Two  davb  hrter  the  iJritish  evacuated 
tlieir  post  at  Nelson's  Ferry.  On  the  15th,  Fort 
Granby,  with  -;52  i^en,  capitulated.  General  Clarion 
turned  his  ccrniy  against  Georgetown,  and  ou  the 
urst  night  after  the  Americans  had  brohen  ground, 
the  British  retreated  to  Charleston.  The  troops 
under  Rawdon  did  riot  halt  until  they  reached 
IMonk's  Corner."'^' 

Thus,  in  less  than  one  uionth  after  General 
Greene  appeared  before  Camden,  he  had  compelled 
the  British  General  to  evacuate  that  important  post, 
forced  the  submission  of  all  the  intermediate  posts, 
and  was  now  upon  the  banks  of  the  Congaree,  iui 
the  heart  of  South  Carolina,  ready  to  advance  upon 
Ninetv-Six  (the  only  remaining  fortress  in  that 
State,  except  Charleston,  m  the  enemy's  posses- 
sion), and  to  detach  a  force  against  Augusta,  in 
Georgia;  comprehending  in  this  decisive  effort  the 
completion  of  the  deliverance  of  the  two  lost  States, 
except  the  two  fortified  towns  of  Charleston  and 
Savannah — safe  because  the  enemy  ruled  at  sea.f 

"Bancroft,  vol.  5,  ]••  5^^-'-  tLee's  Memoir^,  p.  ?5-'- 
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General  Pickens,  wi'.li  such  force  as  he  liad  col- 
lected in  the  upper  districts,  had  been  ordered  to 
concentrate  his  force  before  Augusta,  thendefeuded 
b}^  Coloiiel  Brov:n,  an  American  loyalist. 
.  General  Greene  now  attached  Major  Pinketharn 
p'aton,  cf  ?\ortli  Carolina,  witli  hi^  20c  men,  rivilitia 
from  Guilford  C^airt-Kouse,  to  Lee's  Legion,  and 
commanded  Lee  to  join  Pickens  at  Augusta. 

On  the  2 1  St  Lee  captured  P'ort  Galphin,  below 
Augusta,  bv  a  stratagem.  Appearing  before  it 
with  a  ver\-  small  force,  the  garrison  sallied  out  in 
pursuit]  when  Captain  Rudolph,  who  ^.vas  concealed, 
rushed  into  the  fort.  Those  outside  surrendered. 
This  gave  the  Americans  ''powder,  ball  small 
arms,  liquor.,  salt,  blankets,"  and  other  valuable 
and  much  needed  articles. 

The  defences  at  Augusta  were  Fort  Cornwallis, 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  Fort  Grierson,  a  halt 
mile  up  the  Savannah  Rixer.  The  regulars  were 
with  Brown  in  Fort  Cornwallis,  and  the  loyalist 
militia  in  Fort  Grierson. 

It  was  determined  bv  General  Pickens  to  attack 
Fort  Grierson  first,  and  carry  it  by  storm.  Colonel 
Lee  gives  tlie  fallowing  graphic  account  of  the 
affair,  which  tr>ok  place  June  the  5th,  1781: 

'-Brigadier  General  Pickens,  with  the  militia,  was  to 
attack  the  fort  on  the  north  and  west ;  Major  Eaton, 
with  his  battalion  of  Xorth  Carolinians,  by  passing  down 
the  north  side  of  the  lagoon,  was  to  approach  it  on  the 
south,  co-onerating  with  the  militia  ;    while  Liutenant 
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Colonel  l.c-e,  with  hi.-  iiifaiiliy  r.i'vi  iirMllery,  was  to  move- 
down  tlic  lagoon  on  it^  s<.nUliern  margin,  parallel  witli 
Eaton,  ready  to  snpport  his  attack  if  reqnired,  or  to 
attend  to  the  movemenis  of  r.Town,  shonld  he  venture 
to  lea\'e  liis  defences  and  intt.Tpo.-.e  with  a  view  to  save 
Grierson.  The  cavalry,  under  Kggieston.,  were  ordered 
to  draw  near  to  Forr  Cornwaliis,  ket-ping  in  the  wood 
and  read\'  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  Brown,  shonld  he 
advance  upon  Lee.  Th.ese  arran.gement-.  being  finished, 
the  several  commandants  proceeded  to  tlieir  respective 
points.  Lee's  movement,  open  to  view,  was  soon  discerned 
bv  Brown,  who  was  diawing  liis  garrison  out  ol  his 
lines,  accoinpauied  by  tsvu  field  pieces,  and  advancing 
with  the  appearance  of  risking  battle  to  save  Grierson, 
now  assailed  b\  Pickens  and  Latori.  This  forv/ard 
movemeu-t  soon  ceased.  B>rown,  not  deeming  it  prudent, 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  persevere  in  its  attempt, 
confined  his  interposition  to  a  cannonade,  which  was 
returned  by  Lt-e.  with  very  little  effect  on  either  side. 
Grierson's  resistance  was  crnickl}'  o\'erpowered  ;  the  tort 
was  evacuated  ;  h.imseif  witii  a  Major  and  many  of  his 
garrison,  killed ;  the  Lieutenant  Colonel,  with  others, 
taken  ;  and  the  few  n-maining,  l)y  reaching  the  river, 
escaped  rmder  cover  and  concealment  ot  Us  banks  to  Port 
Cornwaliis.  Lieutenaiit  Colonel  Bruwr.,  perceiving  the 
fall  of  this  post,  withdrevs-  into  his  fort,  and  apprehend- 
ing, from  what  he  had  seen,  that  he  had  to  deal  with 
troops  fiti<-(l  Jor  avz/-,  applied  himself  to  strengthening 
his  situations. 

"Whatever  was  attainable  in  the  town,  and  necessar\- 
to  his  defence,  was  now  procured,  and  every  part  of  the 
works  requiring  amendment  was  repaired  with  industrv'. 
These  exertions  on  the  oart  of  the  enemv   could   not  be 
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couiiteract'.d  ;  all  now  tn  be  clone  was  to  as-ume  proper 
stations  for  close  investurc,  and  hv  re,<^ular  approaches, 
to  compel  his  surrender. 

"  lii  the  lace  eouleSL  onr  loss  'svas  tri\ial — a  tew 
Avounded,  and  fewer  killed.  ihit,  nnhappil}-,  anioii^i;  the 
latter  was  Major  Kat^^n,  of  Xotih  Carolina,  who  had 
served  oidv  ii  fev;  weeks  with  ilie  li^kL  corps,  and  in 
that  sliort  period  had  en.deareJ.  liirn.SLlf  to  liis  coinruar.dant 
and  fellow-soldiers  by  th.e  anriabiiit)'  of  ins  naan.ners.  //r 
/?//  oroliniitlx^  al  tlie  'if ad  of  his  baltaiioii^  in  iitc  iviojiioif 
of  victory."' 

Mai  or  Pitiketliam  Eaton  was  the  iittiniate  friend 
of  General  Snnuier,  and  m  one  of  his  late  letters 
liau  said,  "I  sliall  not  be  happ\'  nntil  I  am  m  your 
command  again. '' 

Pie  began  his  military  career  as  a  Captain  in 
General  Sumner's  regiment,  the  third  ;  his  commis- 
sion as  Captain  was  dated  the  T6th  of  April,  1776, 
and  oil  the  22d  Xo\-ember,  1777,  be  was  promoted 
to  be  Major.  He  had  been  General  Sumner's  most 
active  assistant  in  raising  the  new  levies,  and  was 
the  first  ofhcer  of  the  Cor.tinental  line  assigned  to 
acti\-e  ser\dce  in  the  campaign  ot  1781.  His  earh' 
promotion  and  the  admiration  which  General 
Sumner  had  for  him,  is  sufficient  evidence  of  his 
skill  and  courage  as  a  soldier,  and  Lee  testifies  to 
his  great  amiability  of  temper,  which  had  endeared 
him  to  his  late  comrades. 

Colonel  John  Armstrong,  in  a  letter  to  General 
Sumner,  dated  June  13th,  17S1,  says: 


"I  l-ia\-f  tlie  disai^reeabl'-  rxtv/s  to  iiifonu  }'oii  of  the 
death  of  -Major  Eat<Mi.  He  'vvas  woiiiuled  at  Augusta, 
taken  prisoner  and  surrer.dered  up  his  sword,  and  was 
afterwar'ls  put  to  deatii  witli  h.is  own  sword.  This  I 
have  bv  a  letter  honi  Capiaiu  Yarborough.'' 

Cbiptaiii  Yarboroiigdi.  as  we  have  seei;,  was  one 
of  the  ContiiienLai  ofticers  of  Eaton's  command, 
while  at  Deep  River,  and  continued  with  him  to 
Atigttsta. 

Cou:)nel  Gricrson,  for  whom  thie  fort  was  named, 
was  captnred  in  the  further  progress  of  the  assault, 
and  a  simihir  death  was  awarded  to  him 'by  his 
captors,  no  dour;t,  in  retaliation  for  the  abominable 
murder  of  Eaton;  though  Grierson's  cup  of  iuiquity 
had  long  been  full. 

The  splendid  coura.ge  and  dash  of  the  command 
of  Eaton,  composed,  as  it  v^as,  oitirely  oj  the  uulitia 
who  had  fled  to  their  homes  from  Guilford  Court- 
House,  can.not  be  too  la\ishly  extolled.  Native 
courage  was  con.imon  to  theru  all,  but  they  needed 
discipline,  drill  and  experience  to  make  them  soldiers. 
It  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  trace  the 
history  and  march  of  these  patriotic  men  direct 
from  Guillord  Court-House  to  this  bloody  baptism 
of  lire  at  Augusta,  and  this  pleasure  will  be  height- 
ened bv  the  continued  observance  of  their  subsequent 
and  glorious  achievement  at  Eutaw  Springs. 

Pickens  now  pressed  the  siege  against  Fort  Corn- 
wallis  with  all  diligence  and  activity.  It  was 
approached  by  earth-works  on  the  south  side  until 


the  parallels  ci.\-\v  near  t':'  the  fort.  Colonel  Brouii, 
who  cletended  the  fort,  was  fertile  in  resources, 
brave  to  a  ianlt,  and  an  obstinate  and  determined 
t(;e.  Xothiiig'  tliat  ^renins,  labfvr  and  desperation 
could  aceoiuplish.  was  left  uudone  to  strength.en 
his  positioin  and  for  two  nights  in  snccessVvn  he- 
made  reckless  sallies  on  the  besiegers,  but  was 
dri\en  back  by  t-he  discipline  and  valor  of  the 
Legion  infantry. 

General  Pickens,  gathering  from  Lee  the  idea 
of  erecting  v\hat  was  knov/n  as  the  ]Maham  Tower, 
at  once  put  a  force  to  collecting  hjgs,  which  vcere 
notched  f  rmU'  together  as  a  pen,  and  the  enclosure 


work  it  vras  located  behind  a  house,  and  was  not 
discovered,  e\'en  b\'  the  vigilance  of  Colonel  Brown, 
until  late  in  the  second  da\-,  when  the  tower  had 
nearly  reached  its  desired  height.  Brov/n,  judg- 
iiig.tliat  this  queer  niiiitary  liniutlus,  which  over- 
looked and  commanded  the  insidt,  of  his  fort,  nnust 
be  destroyed  or  his  fate  would  be  sealed,  mounted 
tv/o  of  his  best  pieces  of  artiller\-  on  platfrjrms,  at 
the  angle  of  the  fort,  nearest  the  to\\'n,  and  opened 
upon  it  a  furious  and  incessant  cannon.ade  ;  but  the 
American  six-pounder,  from  its  loity  height,  soon 
silenced  the  artillery  of  the  fort  and  made  sad  havoc 
with  the  works,  for  protection,  inside  the  fort,  and 
uncovered  its  magazine. 

The  situation  was  almost  hopeless  for  the  Tory 
commander,  but  his  undaunted  courage  still  prompt- 
ed him  to  resistance.     Another  desperate  assault 
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\\as  made  on  the  iiic^lit  uf  the  29th  of  May.      It  met 
a    bloodv    repulse   by    the    militia   and    Rudolph's 
company    of   the    Lei^i(-n.      Pickens    now    pressed 
forward  his  approaches  with  renewed  zeal  and  reso- 
lution.     On  tlie  J/.li  of  June  Pickens  and  Lee  were 
ready    to   make   the    tinal   assault,   and   the   troops 
were  in   the   highest  spirits.      The  Georgia   militia 
anticipated   a  bloodv    reven.ge   on.   the  commander, 
who   had   hanged    tliirteen.   of   their   number  with 
remorseless  cruelty.     The  regular  troops,  wlio  liad 
been  laboring  all  day  and   fighting  all   night,  were 
impatient,  for  the  final  struggle,  and  all  seemed  to 
be   concentrating  on   a  day  of  carnage  and'retalia- 
ti<)n  ;   for  no  autliority  nor  oificer  would  be  respected 
when  the  men  were  on.ce  in  the  heat  of  blood   and 
the  presence  of  deatli.      All  liuman  pity  would  be 
smothered  in  the  struggle  for  the  mastery,  and  men, 
losing  their   superiority  over  the  interior  animals, 
would,  lilie  them,  only  remember  their  wrongs  and 
the  op-;ortunit\-  to  revenge  them  with  blood. 

The  American  commander  having  witnessed  the 
fury  of  the  assailants  of  Fort  Grierson,  and  being 
willing  to  avoid  such  another  scene  of  slaughter  at 
Fort  C(>rnwallis.  sent  a  final  demand  to  Colonel 
Brown  for  surrender.  Xegotiations  followed. 
which  resulted  in  a  capitulation  of  the  fort  and 
garrison  on  the  5th  June,  lySr. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  who  surrendered  were 
to  be  conducted  to  such  places  as  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  American  army  should  direct,  and 
the  ofilcers  to  be  indulged  in  their  paroles. 
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At  the  nppoir.tcd  time  ihc  garrison  n'.arclied  out. 
Colonel  Brown  was  plaeed  in  the  care  of  Captain 
Armstrono-,  of  the  Leoaorx,  with  a  safe-onard  to 
protect  him  frt»m  tlie  violen.ce  of  tlie  enraged  Geor- 
gians, whose  dis;ippointment  only  whetted  their 
appetite  for  his  blood. 

CDlouel  l^<ie  kept  Brc^wn  at  his  headqnarters 
until  TxCxt  day,  when  lie  was  sent  dor,vn  the  river 
to  Savar.nah  as  a  paroled  prisoner,  nnder  care  ol 
Captain  Armstrong. 

Georgia  was  now  redeemed,  and  the  nnrestrained 
rejoicing  of  tlie  W'higs  evinced  tlie  spirit  witli 
which  thev  received  th.e  gladsome  nev.-s.  The 
Knglish  power  >vas  confined  to  Savannali,  and  the 
Indian  allies  of  the  British  tied  to  their  wigwams 
in  the  pathless  fo]"ests  of  tlie  frontier.  The  loyal- 
ists songht  refuge  within  tlie  Britisli  lines,  or  liid 
themsel\-es  in  the  swamps  from  the  avengers  of 
blood.  The  names  of  Pickens  and  Lee  and  Clarke 
v/ere  idolized,  and  paens  of  praise,  to  them.  Vv-ere 
sung  at  every  fireside. 

On  the  6th  [une,  Lee  recrossed  th.e  wSavannah 
River  and  liastened  to  join  (jreene,  on  the  Sth,who 
was  then  laving  siege  to  Xinety-v'^ix.  General 
Pickens,  after  securing  tlie  baggage  and  stores, 
followed  on  the  same  day,  the  Sth. 

Lord  Rawdon,  who  was  at  Charleston,  heard 
with  consternation  of  the  fall  of  Augusta,  and  was 
impatiently  awaiting  reinforcements  to  er^able  him 
to  march  to  the  rescue  of  Xinety-Six.  These  rein- 
forcements landed  on  the   3d   of  Jtine,  and   on   the 


{  A  2  }) 

7tli  his  loraship  set  out  fV)r  the  relief  of  Xiiiety-Six 
with  three  Irish  rc-imeiits,  just  arrived,  ciud  was 
iouied  by  some  other  troops  froiu  Alonk's  Corner, 
t'ivin'-''  him  a  total  (»t  _;o(XJ  meu. 

General  Sumter  advised  Ck-nerai  'L,reene,  on  the 
1  ith,  of  Rawdon^s  approacii.      Sumter,  Pickens  and 
T^Iarion  were  sent  immediateh'  to  Rawdon's  front  to 
impede  his  progress  and  give    all  the  time  possible 
to  Greene  to  press  the  siege.      Colonel  Cruger,  who 
was   a    kiithful   and    skillful    officer,  declined    with 
contempt  all  conditiouis  of  surrender  and  exerted 
every  nerve  to  defend  his  fort  to  the  last  extremity. 
About  the  i5tli,  on.e  attired  as  a  farmer  rode  into 
the  American  eamp,  representing  himsel  f  as  a  friend, 
and,  as  was  usual,  moved  among  the  troops,  when, 
at  last  coming  near  tlie   front  line,  he   spurred   his 
horse   to   a   fearful   speed   and  dashed  through  the 
fire   of  sentinels  and   pickets,  untib  unh.armed,  he 
entered   the    open    space   between    the    contending 
lines,  where  he  took   from  its  concealment  a  letter, 
and  holding  it  aloft  to  tlie  view  of  the  besieged,  he 
rushed  for  the  gate  of  the  fort,  where  he  was  given 
a   vociferous    welcome.      But    a   few   minutes  more 
elapsed   until   the   ground   alnu.st   trembled   under 
the    shouts   of  triumph   inside   the   fort.      Rawdoii 
had  communicated  to  tliem  the  joyful  news  that  he 
was  at  Orangeburg,  (Ui  his  way  for  their  rescue,  and 
would  soon  relieve  them  from  danger. 

On  the  iSth  General  Greene  made  an  assault 
upon  the  fort,  but  it  was  repulsed  with  great  loss 
to   the    American   troops.      He   has   been   severely 
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cenr-"iir(-d  1)V  Insloriaus  for  this  useless  sacrinec  of 
huinan  lite.  The  Air.erican  loss  v/as  1S5  killed 
and  VN-omided,  the  enemy's  loss  only  S5  men. 

On  tlie  i9tli  of  June,  Cleneral  (Ircene.  being 
advised  of  trie  rapid  advance  of  Rawdun  witli  an 
arniv  superior  to  his  own  in  numbers,  v/ithdrew 
from  Xinety-Six  and  retreated  in  tlie  direction  ot 
Charloite.  Xorth  Carolina,  crossing  the  Knoree, 
Tiger  and  Broad  ri\-ers. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  21st  the  Britisli  aruiy 
reached  Xinetv-Six.  A  few  Innirs  were  spent  in 
rejoicing,  but  in  tint  e\-ening  of  the  same  day,  not- 
withstanding the  fatigue  of  his  soldiers,  the  intrepid 
Englishma]!  sounded  the  signal  for  an  ad\-ance, 
hoping  to  overtake  the  American  army  and  destroy 
it.  On  the  hlnoree  he  encountered  Colonels  W  ash- 
ington  and  Lee,  \\dio  were  co\-eririg  the  retreat.  He 
soon  learned  tliat  General  Greene  was  beyond  his 
reach,  and  finding  tlnit  the  American  cavalry  vs-ere 
superior  to  his  own  and  likely  to  greatly  harass  liis 
vv-earv  armv,  he  beat  a  hasty  retreat  to  Xinety-Six. 
Here,  after  retlecting  on  the  situation  and  seeing 
the  unsupported  condition  of  this  outpost,  so  long- 
held  bv  his  troops,  but  now  in  immbient  danger, 
he  determined  to  evacuate  the  place  and  fall  back 
to  his  line  on  the  coast. 

The  light  troops  of  Lee  harassed  his  retreat,  to 
some  extent,  but  he  soon  reached  Orangeburg, 
where,  on  the  Sth  of  July,  he  made  a  junction  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Stewart.  No  further  attempt 
upon  him  was  made  by  the  American  Generals. 
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The  liCated  seasoii  was  lunv  (Oppressive,  and  sick- 
ness began  to  sliow  itself  alarmiiiglv  aiiuiiig  the 
American  troops.  Cyeiieral  Greene,  therefore,  deter- 
mined to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  held  and 
rest  his  hittle  ariny'on  die  high,  hilhs  of  tlie  Santee, 
sontli  of  Camden,  wliich  was  a  iiealthiful  region 
and  a  strategic  position  from  which,  hie  could  crjm- 
mand  the  State. 

A\'e  shall  lea\-e  him  here,  tlie  i6th  of  Jnly,  and 
retnrn  to  North  Carolina  lo  trace  tlie  hisrorv  of  tlie 
three  new  battalions  of  the  Coittiner^tal  line,  com- 
manded respectively  by  Colonels  Jolm  B.  Ashe, 
John  Armstrong  and  Readin.g  Blount,  wliicli  formed 
tlie  splendid  bricrade  of  General  jethro  Sumner. 


Vi?^ 


CHAPTER  IX. 

r,eneral  Jcthro  Suiiniei-  Raihes  a  I'nL^aile  of  Continental  Tr.:;'j>:-  in 
17M — His  Correspondence  in  Rc-jar-l  Thereto  —  ^Marches.  i:i 
Tulv,  17S1,  to  Joiiu  General  (Tre.ene — Colonel  John  B.  A.-he.- 
Maior  John  Armstrong  and  Major  Reidin:^  Blount,  his  Lieu- 
tenants— Briga.'e  Xuinhers  S':"'i  Men  —  Xoi  th  Carolina  Militia 
loin  Greene  — General  Sumter,  of  South  Carolina.  Recrnics  his 
Brigade  in  Rowan  and  Mecklenburg  Countie>. 

T  is  somewhat  cliscoiiragiii_'Li'  to  disco\'er  the  iiiany 
'^-  errors  thiat  have  crept  into  history  in  regard  to 
the  preneral  events  iu  Xorth  Carolina  during  these 
stirring  times;  and  it  is  surprising  to  hnd  hjow 
little  of  ■lristor\-  has  been  recorded  in  regard  to- 
General  Sumner  and  his  Continental   brigade. 

Governor  Graham,  tliuugh  generally  accurate, 
in  his  lecture  on  General  Greene,  fixes  General 
Sunnier  as  one  of  the  captives  at  Charleston  in 
Ma\',  17S0;  and  Moore,  the  historian.  sa\-s  he  vras 
at  Gates'  defeat  at  Camden.,  in  August,  17S0.  Both 
these  statements  are  incorrect.  General  Sumner 
was  at  that  period  in  Xorth  Carolina  endeavoring' 
to  recruit  the  levies  for  the  new  Continental  regi- 
ments. \^arious  letters  tc)  and  from  him  in  hi.s- 
voluminous  correspondence  show  this. 

General  Sumner  was  called  to  command  the 
Xorth  Carolina  militia,  at  Charlotte,  in  August. 
1780,  when  they  were  left  without  a  leader,  after 
Gates  and  Caswell  had  fled  to  Hiilsbojo;  but 
he  left  that  camp  when,  through  somebody's  intiu- 
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ence,  the  jLcp-islature  had  him  superseded  by  C7en- 
eral    Sniallwood,    of     M;l.r^dand,    an  '  ofueer    much 
inferior  in   tah^-u-r  and   military  ,^^en)iis   to  Sumner, 
and  withal  not  a  citi/eu.  of  the  State.      Alter  retiring- 
from   this   militia   con^mand,    General    Sumner  re- 
newed liis  exertions,  against  all  obstacles,  to  hasten 
the  draft-s   and  collect   voluuteers   for   his   brigade. 
He  \vas  constaTitlv  in  correspi^ndence  with  General 
Greene,  LaFayette,  Steuben,  and  W'ashingtori  him- 
self, in  178G  and    17S1,  showing  the   esteera   these 
Q-reat  men.  had  for  his  wortli  as  a  soldier.      He  also 
constantly  wrote  letters  to  the  comnianders  ot   the 
military   districts,    urging   ther:;    to    complete    the 
dra.fts,  and  visited  various  sections  of  th^  State  in 
prosecution  of  his  noble  work.      He  was   applying 
in  all  directions  for  arms,  and  even   as  late  as  July 
the   1st,  after  his   battalions   \yere   ready   to   move, 
they  were  delayed   for  v.  ant  of  muskets.      At  one 
time,    so    hopeless    was    the    prospect    tor   arms    in 
North  Carolina,  that  General  Sumner  was  ordered 
to  join  the  Baron  Steuben  in  \'irginia,  as  .the  only 
hope   of  arming   his   men.      The  liistory    of  these 
eveuts  are  obscurely  traceable  through  this  volu- 
minous correspondence,  and  as  far  as  the  limits  of 
this  book   will   allow,  I   will   endeavor  to  note  the 
progress  and   trials  which    marked   the  completion 
of  the  three  North  Carolina  Continental  regiments. 
The  first  order  was,  that   the  drafts  should  be  at 
the  places  of  rendezvous  by  the  25th  of  April,  17S1, 
and  General  Greene  was  urging  the  fulfillment  of 
this   order  with  constant   importunity,  but  at  that 
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date  notliing'  scarceh'  Irid  been  acconiplislied.  Tlie 
militia  officers  were  *'l:izv/'  some  disluval,  others 
feared  unpopularity,  those  drafted  deserted,  some 
liad  no  clothiup;-,  all  were  witliout  arms,  aud  a 
thousand  excuses  aud  misfortunes  brought  disap- 
poiutn:eiit  and  failure  to  the  liopes  of  General 
Sumner.  To  Colonel  Johm  Armstronig".  wlio  was 
at   Salisbury-  April   jOtli,  General   Sumner  writes: 

"I  wrote  \ou  a  tew  clax's  ago  respecting  the  drafts  of 
the  district  of  Salisbury  rciraitiing  in  vSalisbiiry  initil 
further  orders.  Since  then  T  have  recei\-ed  se\eral  ex- 
presses' from  General  Greene.  Von  are  to-  nrarch  tlie 
drafts  of  Salisbur\'  to  Ilarrisbnrg,  in  Graiunlle  County, 
by  companies  and  otTicered."' 

On  }vla\-  ist,  he  writes  Gerieral  Greene  that  the 
^' small-r.ox  was  ra'::inQ-  at  Hillsboro,  and  that  there 
could  be  no  collection  of  stores  there ;  tliat  General 
Jones,  who  had  gone  to  \drginia  to  procure  arms, 
had  returned  withotit  sticcess." 

]\Iav  6th  lie  writes  General  Greene: 

''I  liave  not  been  able,  sir,  to  arm,  of  the  drafts,  more 
tlian  si-xt}"." 

On  the  2 2d  Alav,  Major  Dixon  writes  General 
Sumner  from  Hillsbox^o : 

"We  are  scarce  of  arms,  and  what  we  have  are  bad. 
I  expect  the  troops  from  Caswell  County  Thursday. 
They  are  prettv  well  clothed.'' 
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On    the   22d   of  May,  Colonel   John    Armstrong 
writes  Sunnier  from  Salisbury: 

'•Since  my  last,  I  have  received  about  30  men  of  the 
drafts  of  this  di^rnct^  I  expect  50  more,  and  by  the  last 
of  this  month  1  t^iink  T  will  have  200  in  all.  if  they  come 
accordin;.^  to  promise.  1  have  received  5.j,'>o  .  cartridges 
for  the  use  of  your  brigade,  which  I  niteucled  to  bring 
with  me  to  your  headquarters,  but  I  undeVstaud  by 
Captain  James  Read  uecentlv  sent  to  Salisbury  on  special 
mission  by  General  Greenei  'that  it  is  General  Greene\s 
express  orders  for  the  Salisbury  drafts  to  join  him  soon.' 
If  I  march  >outhward  I  will  leave  20,000  cartridges  with 
Captain  Gamble,  Quartermaster,  in  Salisbury,  to  be 
delivered  to  your  order. 

:^Iay  26th,  Armstrong  writes  again: 

''Our  army  to  the  south v;ard  'is  m  great  spirits  and 
it^creasing  very  fast.  Gerjeral  Greene's  heavy  baggage 
and  artilkry  t]:at  lay  high  upon  the  Catawba  is  ordered  to 
camp.  /  shall  slarf  for  camp  lo-dav,  and  will  take  everv 
opportunitv  to  write  }-ou.  I  am  so  unhappy  not  to  be 
under  vour  immediate  connnand.  ' 

But  Colonel  Armstrong  did  not  start  on  the  26th 

of  ^lav. 

June   the    13th,  he   was   still   at   Salisbury,  and 

writes  General  Sumner: 

"I  am  almost  ready  to  march,  with  200  good   men   of 
this  district.      I  sent  on  iSo  before:' 
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W'lio  '.vciit  on  with  these  iSo  riien  is  not  recorded. 
I'  presume  th.ey  left  on  th.e  26t]i  Mav. 

In  examinmo"  the  applications  for  pensions  under 
the  act  of  1S32.  I  find  that  of  John  W'ilfjiig.  cf 
Lincoln,  now  Catawba  Cmintv,  who  was  the  great- 
orandfather  of  the  late  ?\Iaiur  General  SteT)hen  I). 
Rani^eur,  oi  the  Confederate  arni\'.  W'ilfong  was 
one  of  ilie  volnritet:rs  at  King's  i^dountain,  and  vras 
wounded  in  the  arm.      He  states  that — 

"Ir.  Jrdy,  17S1,  I  volunteered  for  ten  (lOi  months 
with  Captahi  Cowan  and  I/ieateriant  George  Hanrinond. 
wiio  n}arclied  frorii  Lincoln  County,  to  near  Au.i^al^ta, 
then  joiiiing  th.e  army  o\^  Cxeneral  Greene,  thence  to 
Eu:aw  Springs,  and  was  in  tliat  battle.-' 

I  think  it  probable  tiiat  most  of  the  bevies  in  the 
Salisbur}'  district  v.ere  \-olunteers;  the  Wdiigs 
abounded  in  that  portioni  of  the  State  mure  than 
anv  other. 

Tune  i9Lh,  Gen^eral  Suriiner  seems  to  have  written 
an  appeal  to  the  people  to  raise  the  neve  levies.  A 
cop\-.  in  his  handwriting,  is  among  his  papers.  It 
is  evident  that  the  Gen.eral  fought  l^etter  than  lie 
v.TOte.  His  orthographv  is  hardlv  tolerable,  and 
the  chirograph}-  is  worse — a  heav}',  large  hand- 
writing, irregular  and  not  \\-ell  constructed  ;  but  the 
matter  is  vigorous  and  strong.  He  recounts  the 
''savage  waste  and  destruction  of  the  enemy  in 
making  their  way,  the  indefensible  father,  the  aged 
mother,  the  loving  sister  appealing  with  groans  and 
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^vriTlcrin-  ^^'^^-^  ^o  tlici-  friends   io   preserve   their 
innocence  and  virtue  from  poUutiom'- 

On  the  20th  of  Jane,  General  Sumner  ^vntes  to 
General  Greene: 

^^C\^ii>   HARRisurRG/^  June  20th,   17S1. 

-Dear  Sir  :-I  enclose  a  relurn  of  the  drafts  collected 


at   this  place.      Colonel    Armstrong  I   expect   ni    two 
three   dnvs  Nvuh   the  troops  of  tiie  district  ot   ^cwbern. 
On  hi.  arrival  I  ^hali  immediately  form   the  scro;^^/  regi- 
mer^       I  have,  sometime  since,  wrote  Major  Eatonr  lor 
^  return  of  those  men  under  his  command  with  yon,  and 
to  ha^•e  //>'v;/  arranged  as   the  //"i/   regiment,  Ai^r/y^.v- 
^,-ith   those   of   the   district   of   Salisbury  ;    ana    I   have 
direct^-d  him  to  report  to  me  the  number  and  companies, 
and  the   part  wanting  to    complete  the  regiment    to  be 
..ade  here.      Captain  Doheily,  who  attends  at  W  dmmg- 
ton  district  rendezvous,  has  orders  to  repair  to  general 
rendezvous  with   what  drafts  luiA'e  been   received  Irom 
that  district,  and  a  general  order  has  been  issued  to  ttie 
^e^-ral   districts  that    a  diligent  olhcer  remain  at  eacn 
di^mct  rendezvous  to  receive  draft,  from  .uch  counties  as 
ha-e  n. -t  vet  delivered  its  drafts  to  the  Continental  otucer. 
-I  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  march  to  join  the  Baron 
Steuben   in  Virginia,  having  no  pro.pect  ot   being  sup- 
plied with  arul^.  S:.c..  in  this  State. 

-I  received  yours  of  the   20th  instant,  and  shall  pay 
-our  re.-pects  to  the  contents. 

-The  Marquis,  bv  last  accounts,  was  in  twenty  miles 
.of  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  was  in  the  vicinitv  of  Peters- 
burg ;  that    a    very    respectaWeJorc^  ot"^  nfl^menjmd 

'^H7^r7burgTsT^s^'Gr;l^vine  County.     It  ^vas  a  camp  and  depot  of 

tHe  had  not,  it  seems,  yet  heard  of  Eaton  s  death. 
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joined  the  Marqnis  In-^i  \Vedne--day.  f  snail,  in  a  few- 
days,  be  able  to  !::;ive  \\m  a  more  particular  accoinu  or" 
their  maneuvers.  Major  Craig,  at  Wilmington,  con- 
tinues Iri>  ravages  for  tl-irt_v  or  forty  Tniles  up  Cape  l-'ear, 
vritii  little  or  no  opposition.  His  Hxcellencv,  the  (t0\-- 
ernor,  a  few  davs  since,  sent  uie  orders  to  march  all  tur: 
drafts  collected  to  Du.plin  ;  but,  sir,  it  was  so  incor.i- 
patible  with  m}-  orders  tliat  I  did  not  do  so,  and.  at  tlial 
tinae,  I  was  not  joined  by  }vIajor  Dixon  ^^-ilh  the  Ilills- 
boro  drafts,  neitlier  were  tliose  of  Edenton  come  up.  I 
liave  heard  notliing  of  this  matter  siu.ce. 

'"Permit  mc  to  congratulate  vou  oui  t'ne  \'er3-  conse- 
quential success  the  arm\'  immediateU'  under  \"our  com- 
mand have  had  in  Soutli  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

''I  atn,  sir,  with  regard  and  esteem, 

"Your  very  obedient  ser\'ant, 

' '  J ET i  r  no  S  u  .^  r  x  f.  k  .  '■ ' 

Fortunately  \^irginia  v;as  able  to  furnish  the 
nraskcts  so  essentially  iiecessarv,  and  b-\'  this  gen- 
erosity Sttmner's  brigade  was  enabled  to  ioin  Greene 
instead  of  ^LCiiben.  Some  of  tlie  trials  incident  to 
raising  recruits  is  graphicall}-  set  otit  in  the  follou"- 
ing  letter: 

"Dri'Lix,  June  22,  1781. 

"'Sir.  : — I  emr)race  tlie  op['ortunity  of  Colonel  Kenan's 
going  to  the  Assembly  to  niform  yon  that  the  tumults 
in  this  part  of  tlie  country  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
drafts,  and  everything  in  relation  thereto,  being  delayed 
and  more  out  of  order  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
State. 

"We  have  at  pre.sent  some  little  respite  from  the 
cursed  Tories,  but  cannot  sav  the\-  are  entire! \'  subduLcd. 
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The  flraft  was  made  in  Dnplin,  but  more  thsn  lialf  of 
tlieni  Ikwc  been  ainoii^'  ib.e  Tories,  or  so  disaifected  ihey 
will  not  appear.  Tiie  niiiiiber  tliat  we  oiiglit  to  liave 
here  is  about  seven t}'  men,  and  ttiere  has  not  above 
twenty-four  yet  appeared,  and  aboiu  tv^-tnt}'  from  Ons- 
low. Tile  men  iirt\-e  htcn  so  harassed  by  being  kept  in 
arms,  tliat  liitherto  they  could  not  attend  to  pro\'ldino-. 
the  clothing  required  b)-  Liw,  and  v/itliout  clothir.g  the 
men  cannot  march,  as  not  one  anK'.ng  theni  have  a 
second  cliange,  and  some  have  Inirdl}"  duds  to  co\'er 
them.  The  Colonel  has  used  all  p^is>ibie  means  to  urge 
the  people  to  clothe  their  -soldiers,  an.d  wdien  this  is  done 
T  vs'ili  mr:rcli  v>-ith  tlie  tew  we  ha\'t.^. 

"If  an  opportnnit}-  offers  fronn  your  camp  towards 
Wake,  I  should  be  .glad  to  hear  from  you.  If  it  is  di- 
rected to  the  care  of  Colonel  Kenan,  he  will  forwards 
it  to 

"Your  humble  servant, 

"GEORGr:  DoiiiiRTv.'' 

Captain  Doliertv  was  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
Cotitiiieiital  line  and  had  been  "ii  Geiieral  Stiiriiier's 
old  regiment. 

June  29th  General  Sinnner  informs  Baron  vStetibeu 
that  General  Greene  had  just  ordered  the  North  Caro- 
lina brigade  to  join  him  in  South  Carolina,  as  the 
enernjs-  had  been  hargely  reinforced.  He  urges  the 
Baron,  notwithstanding  this,  to  forward  arms  to  him. 

Major  Reading  Blount  was  in  Salisbury  on  the 
29th  of  June,  attending  to  the  organization  of  tlie 
//^'/W/ battalion,  and  writes  to  General  Sumner: 
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''I  am  5orr\-  to  infonu  you  that  tliere  is  no  account  vf 
those  parties  >-et  tiiat  were  exix-cied  when  \-ou  left  here. 
In  case  anv  should  come  in  a  short  time,  it  would  be  out 
of  ni\-  povN-er  to  h;i\-e  them  equi|-iped,  unless  \oi-.  send  me 
an  order  from  (Teneral  (Vreene  for  that  purpose,  as  he 
has  P'iven  (Tamble  orders  not  to  issue  cartridges  or  stcjres 
of  any  kind  to  anv  order  but  his  uwn.  lUit  shonid  troops 
come  on  before  1  t;et  such  an  order.  I  sliall  run  all  ri.^ks 
of  takiue  them,  if  not  to  be  liad  oth.er  ways." 

Colonel  lolin  Armstrong- had.  at  last,  gone  forward, 
with  orders  to  incorporate  Tvlajor  Eaton's  coin- 
niand.with  those  men  who  accompanied  him  from 
Salisbury,  and  on  the  ist  da}-  of  July  had  readied 
"CaniD  Big  Springs.  20  miles  from  Broad  P.iver, 
"half  way  between  Nation  Ford  on  the  Catawba, 
and  Fish  Dam  Ford  on  Broad,"  and  gives  Ger.eral 
Sumner  the    folhowing  information: 

•>\Ve  are  now  in  camp  half  way  between  the  Nation 
Ford  on  the  Catawba,  and  Fish.  Dam  Ford  on  Broad 
River,  in  a  hue  situ:;tion  ;  plent\-  of  good  water.  It  liath 
one  failing — it  will  not  make  grogg.  The  (general  seems 
verv  uneasv  about  the  delay  of  tlie  drafts  of  SalisbuV>- 
distr.ct  and  the  desertions  that  frequently  happen  bv 
reason  of  the  forced  number  of  Tories  into  the  service, 
and  as  soon  as  they  receue  the  bount>-  they  desert.  I 
have  received  nigh  300  men  and  will  not  have  above  two 
hundred  in  the  field.  I  did  everything  in  my  power  to 
bring  out  the  drafts  of  this  district,  but  all  to  no  purpose; 
there  is  one-half  at  home  yet,  and  remain  without 
molestation  ;  as   for  clothing,  there    was   little   or  none 
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sent,  fit  lor  a  iiei^ro  t(.  wear,  except  from  Rovvaii.  I  an; 
sorry  that  I  ever  had  aiivlhing  to  do  with  such  slothful 
officers  and  neglected  soldiers  ;  there  is  a  niuuber  of 
them  now  aUuost  naked,  and  when  cold  weather  sets  in 
thev  must  be  di-chari/ed,  for  no  oiiicer  would  T)retend  to 
put' them  on  duty:  The  neglects  that  we  have  labored 
under  herdoibre.  together  vAih  the  prf-cnt,  makes  the 
service  v■er^■  disagreeald.c  in  e\-er>-  officer  in  camp  ; 
we  are  without  munev,  clotlimg.  or  any  kind  oi^  nourish- 
ment fi)r  our  >ick,  not  cue  gill  of  rum,  sugar  or 
cofifee,  no  tents  or  camp  kettles  or  cariteens,  no  doctor,  no 
medidne.  Under  these  circumstances  we  must  become 
very  indurable. 

■      ''I  wd-i;h  it  had  been  nry  lot  to  have  gone  with  you  to 
Virginia,  v;h.ere  we  ^vould  have  been  under  your  imme- 
diate care,  and  shared  the  fate-  of  the  other  drafts   and 
other  officers  of  the  Statt.      1  am  fully  sarishcd  that  you 
were    not   acquainted   with    our    circumstances   here,  or 
otherwise  it  VN'onld  have  been  renaovcd.     I  have  received 
vours  of  the  i2Lh  inst..  directing  me  to  order  the  Lewis' 
to  the  field  again;   one  is  dead,  the  other  is  a  meruber  of 
the  Assembly,  and  Joel  resigned  and  denies  serving  any 
longer;  I  am  afraid  tliat  in  a  short  time  you  wdll   have 
but  few  officers  in   the  field,  by  reason  of  the  slnuueful 
neglect  of  the  State.      We  ^eem  rather  a  burden   tlian  a 
benefit  to  them;  Ave  are  tossed  to  and  fro  like  a  ship  in  a 
storm.    We  cannot  learn  whathas  become  of  Major  Eaton's 
men;   Saunders  has  a  fev;  to  the  southward  ot  this. 

"McCree,  Lvtle  and  Brevard  were  sent  back  with  the 
prisoners,  to  Saiisburv;  I  have  about  ninety  (of  Eaton's 
men)  in  camp.  T  will  do  my  best  to  gather  them  all  to 
camp,  if  possible,  and  make  you  a  full  return." 
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Since  ibe  gaUarl  Major^s  death,  on  the  5tli  of 
June,  at  Aucvusla,  his  coiiiniaud  seems  to  ha\e  been 
broken  inurseveral  detachments,  and  Colonel  Aim- 
strun-had  not  been  able  to  gather  np  more  tlian 
«'nin^y"   of  them.   The  others  xvere  to  the  '^soutli- 

^vard.'' 

Colonel  Armstrong  disappears  no^v  irom  onr 
corresDondenee  nntU  after  the  battle  of  Eutaw 
Sprin^s.  In  lulv,  17S2,  hie  apologizes  for  delay 
and  excuses  himself  on  the  ground  that  he  ^  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  wounded  in  a  duel  whili  Major 
Lewis,  and  that  his  wounds  were  not  yet  well.^'  U 
may  be  it  grew  out  of  the  order  alluded  to  m  the 
above  letter.  _  ^      . 

General  Sumner  Avas  at  Frohawk's  Ahli,  in 
]sleeklenburg  County,  on  the  i6th  July,  lamenting 
the  delav  of  'Mnvn  yUi^hec  and  Captain  Doherty  ; 
but  his  heart,  no  doubt,  leaped  tbr  joy  when  he 
received  the  gladsome  intelligence,  eontained  m  a 
letter  from  "^J.  Pry^^r,  Charlottesville,  X'irginia,'' 
dated  July  r9th,  saying: 

"Some  dovs  since  I  was  ordered  by  the  Honorable 
Ma^or  General  Alarcpus  dc  Lafayette  to  send  on  300 
stands  of  arn.s  to  yon  bv  the  most  safe  and  eonvenient 
route       The  movements  of  a  dctaehmcnt  of  the  enemy 

■  on  the  sonth  side  of  James  River  proved  a  great  obstacle, 
but  since  hearing  tliey  had  passed  toward  the  sonthward 

'  I  have  ventured  them  on  under  the  care  ot  Mr.  Edward 
Moore,  whose  precaution  and  diligence,  I  am  in  hopes, 
will  convey  them  safe,  and  in  time,  to  yonr  camp. 
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'•'•  Tzi-o  hu!>d'-ed  a}:d  Jijiv-iir,re  oi  the  arms   ari    very 
Juie  aiid  i'ni/!plcU\  sent   iVoin   Philadelphia,  intended   for 
Virginia  new  levies,  of  which  I  must  beg  th.e  greatest 
care  be  taken.      ForL)--.seven  aie  not  so  complete.'' 

It  was  these  fiiit*  nuiskets  that  did  the  fnie  Avork 
at  Entaw  vSprings. 

Colonel  John  11.  Aslie  was  re::idv,  oti  the  r4Lh 
da\'  of  July,  to  marcli  for  Greene's  camp,  and 
received  frora  General  Snirmer  the  followiug  order, 
to  be  executed  on  liis  arrival: 

'■'You  are  to  take  charge  of  all  the  Continental  troops 
from  this  State  in  camp  now.  under  tlie  command  of 
idajor  John  Armstrong,  and  incorporate  tlicm  as  of  the 
/irsl  rcgiiVcLiit  of  the  four  Continental  regiuiients  of  Con- 
tinental troops  of  this  State." 

C)n  tiie  same  day,  T4th  of  Jul}',  Snmner  writes 
Governor  Burke  a  letter,  dated  from  Salisbtiry: 

''?vly  expectation  of  being  supplied  with  arms  is  now 
otlierwise,  300  v/anting  repairs.  We  shall,  however,  be 
able  Uj  march,  tlu'ee  hundred  (300)  rank  an.d  file, 
equipped,  except  ba\'onets,  tliis  evening  (14th  Jul}')  or 
very  earh"  to-morrow  morning.  I  shall  leave  Major 
Hogg  and  Major  Blount  at  this  pjlace,  who  are  to  follow 
as  soon  as  a  number  of  these  muskets  can  be  put  in 
repair.  I  ha\"e  left  Captain  Chapman  at  Harrisburg 
Station,  who  is  also  to  act  as  a  detail  officer  there  until 
further  orders.      Major  Murfree,  of  Edenton  district,  and 


Captain  Dulierl}-,  luive  not  vet  joiiit-d  irie,  but  niii^ht   be 
far  advanced  on  tlieir  niarcl:." 

Genera!  Sunnier  h:id  reached  Hanging  Rocd-:. 
Scuith  Carol Jna,  by  July  30111,  as  he  informs  Gov- 
ernor Burke. 

1  copy  the  tollowing  from   Major  Blount: 

''SAi.tsi'.L-Rv,  August  1st,  1781. 

'^'SxR  . — I  liave  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Captain 
Goodman  arrived  at  this  post  on  the  2Sth  (July)  with 
about  120  men,  on  the  same  day  the  ajy.'^s  arrived  from 
A'iro-inia.  whicli  I  shall  take  on  to  you  unless  ordered  to 
the  contrarv.  I  shall  be  able  to  leave  this  place  in  about 
five  da\-s,  and  n.or  sooner.  ^lany  of  the  soldiers  are 
barefooted  and  can't  march  witiiou.t  shoes.  1  have  pro- 
cured an  order  from  the  clothes  General  for  as  many 
shoes  as  will  do  ihem  by  sending  to  Davidson's  for  them. 

•'You  should  have  been  furnished  with  a  general 
return  of  what  men  there  are  at  this  post,  but  Captain 
Goodman  has  not  time  to  make  one  siu.ce  he  arrived. 
If  you  have  an.v  order  relative  to  the  arms  or  the  troops, 
I  sliould  be  happy  to  receive  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
''  I  am  sir,  yours, 

• '  R  E  .\  I  >  T  X  Or    B  1.0  U  X  T . 

"To  General  Sumner." 

General  Sumner  had  now  taken  the  field  in 
person,  his  Lieutenants,  Ashe  and  xArnistrong,  were 
v.-ith  him,  and  Blount  was  ready  to  follow  from 
Salisbury  in  five  days. 
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From  the  foregoing  corrcspoudence  we  learn  that, 
June  i:;th,  i-Si.  Colonel  John  Armstrong  had 
seni  f^)r\vard  to  Greened  camp,  .         -  -      iSo 


u 

200 


He  fljUowed  verv  soon  wiili 

General  Sumner  left  Sali>bury.  July  14th.  with   300 

Aueust  the  ist.  iJ.^T,  Major  Hlount  had  ready 

^1  _  _  -  -      120 

to  march,  - 

Total       ------         Soo 

The  Guilford  Court-House  militia,  with  Greene 

were     -         -  '  ^ 

''To  the  southward"  there  was  anotlicr  detach 


ment  of  this  milititia,  about 


no 


^  ^<-^  -  -  -  -     1000 

Aggregate, 

men,\vhom  North  Carolina  sent  forward  from  the 
6th  of  April  to  the  ist  of  August,  17S1,  as  regulars. 
Perhaps  200  deserted  or  were  unlit  for  active  service, 
leaving  at  least  Soo  effective  men  with  Greene,  in 
Augu-Jt,    17.^'!,    under    the    command    of    General 

Sumner. 

We  have  no  further  correspondence  showing  the 
route  taken  bv  these  troops.      Fighting  and  march- 
ing  were   resumed,  and    the    pen,  never    fertile    m 
Sumner's    hand,  seems    to    have    been    put    away. 
They  no  doubt  reached   General   Greene's  camp  at 
the    High  Flills  of  tlie   Santee  in  a  fortnight,  and 
while    in    this    salubrious    location    and    enjoying 
immunitv  from  battle,  they  received  training,  drill- 
ing, and    exercise  necessary  to  -  mechanize''  the 
soldier.     Then  they  met  with  the  men   of  F:aton's 
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battalion  and  heard  them  recount  their  exploits  at 
Augusta,  and  repeat  the  sad  tale  of  their  leader's 
death,  and  how  liis  comrades  of  all  arriis  pTievedi 
over  his  untinaelv  fate.  These  :ie\v  levies  learned 
from  the  old  \-eLer;uis,  wlio  had  followed  (Greene  so 
long,  that  tlut  BriLish.  were  not  i!i\-incible,  even  vith 
the  bavon.et  in  tlieir  hands,  and  were  encouraged 
to  imitate  tlie  do.y-of  Cowpens.  They  sav  what 
splendid  soldiers  experience  and  discipline  had 
made  out  of  the  militia  of  Guilford  Court-House,  and 
how  noblv  tliose  men  had  wiped  out  their  reproach 
in  the  charge  on  Fort  Grierson,  ar,d  thc}-  vsevQ  eager 
to  share  in  that  glor\'  on  tlie  next  field  of  battle. 
Sumner,  tlioughtiul  of  all  their  necessities  and 
comforts,  rigid  in  discipline,  sliaring  in  their  toil 
and  privations  and  giving  them  an  example  of 
endurance  and  courage,  infused  into  them  his  own 
heroic  spirit.  Ashe.  Armstrong  and  Blount,  all 
veteran  soldiers,  who  had  passed  through,  the  dangers 
of  man  V  battles,  with  repu.tations  for  exalted  cvarage, 
were  models  for  their  imitation,  and  that  i'spiil  de 
corps,  so  necessarv  to  confidence,  and  combined  attack 
or  defence,  was  generated  among  officers  arid  men 
around  the  camp-fires  of  the  "Hills,"  and  on  the 
parade  grounds  of  the  regiments.  ?\Iutual  accpiaint- 
ance,  friendship  and  State  pride  grew  up  among 
them  and  united  tliem  as  one  man,  in  one  cause, 
with  one  glorious  end  in  view — the  independence 
of  the  American  colonies. 

In  addition   to  this   brigade  of  North   Carolina 
reo-ulars,  there   v/ere   five   hundred  North  Carolina 


iinliti'i  who  j(niied  General  Greene-^  at  tliis  camp, 
but  it  was  not  possible  to  arm  but  two  liuiidred  of 
them.  North  Carolina  haci  sent  more  troops  to  the 
held  than  the  General  Governmeiit  and  the  States 
combined  con  Id  arm. 

These,  iK.'wever,  were  not  all  the  North  Caroli- 
nians in  this  camp.  General  Sumter  had  been 
authorized  by  Governor  Rutlege  to  raise  a  bri-ade  of 
re.^nlars  and  most  of  these  men  had  bc-en  recruited 
m\orth  Carolina.  I  state  this  upon  the  anthority 
of  Joseph  j:;raham,  and  it  is  fully  sustained  by 
cotemporary  evidence.  In  ihe  University  Maga- 
zine, Tune/1856,  the  n.arrative  of  General  Graham 
is  published  as  follows: 

"Shortlv   aner  the  battle   of  Guiltbrd   aiarch    15th, 
1781).  Governor  Rutlege,  of  Suutli    Carolina,   who   had 
been  invested  with  full  power  b>-  the  begislature  of  that 
Slate,  authorized  General   SunUer  to  raise  a  brigade  of 
State' troops  for  the  term  of  ten   months,  each    man   to 
find  his  own  clothing,  horse,  arms  and   equipments,  but 
to   be   fonnd  in    forage   and  rations   by   tlie   public,  and 
receive   a  -rown   ne-ro   for   his   pay.      Colonel  William 
Folk.    Wade    Hanint.ui.    Wdiiaui    Hill    and    :^[id<lleton,^ 
commanded.      The    -reater     part    of    tlie    regiments    of 
Polk,  Hampton  an.d  Hill  ar/r  nr/sr<i  ///  ///.',  //<'r/^  o;;/;?- 
//c'.-  .VNVr//(7r;//v/;:-  .^;^/  A'^•av7/^  between    tlie   Yadkin 
and   Catawba.      The  act   of    Assembly   of    North   Caro- 
lina,   1781,  exempted    those    counties    from    levies,   for 
the  '  Continental    line,    which     had    furnished    men    for 
General   Sumter.      Many  of  them  might  be  considered 

"^lohnson,  vol.  2,  p.  208. 
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as  seasoned  IvO  a  caiJi|;>  life,  rand  irom  tne  ser\'ices  llie)' 
bad  seen,  accustomed  to  endure  iKirdsliips  and  privations 
and  encounter  dan.gers.  How  v.-ell  the\-  acted  tlieir  part 
in  tlie  sunnner  of  17S1,  until  after  tb.e  battle  of  !Cuta\v, 
is  recorded  iu  tlie  b.:<^ory  <M  tbe  war  witbin  tbe  State  ot 
Soutri  Carolina.  Tbe}'  ssr^tained  considerable  loss  oi 
botb  ofncers  and  n:en  iu  tbat  actieai,  in  tbe  autunui  ; 
but  suffered  niucb  more  from  tbe  climate  m  tbat  low 
countrv.      Many  of  tliem  never  returned/' 

In  another  communication  from  General  Graham., 
published  in  the  I'niversity  Magazine  of  October, 
1855,  he  sa\-s : 

'Mt  mav  further  i,>e  remembered  tb.at  tbe  brigade  of 
State  tro()]\s  raised  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in 
the  spring  of  1781,  where  each,  man  furnisb.ed  his  own 
horse  and  military  cquijunents,  the  regiments  commanded 
by  Colonels  Po'k,  Hampton  and  Middleton,  were  mostly 
raised  in  tbe  counties  aforesaid. 

''  It  isadnr'tted  tbat  some,  of  botb  officers  and  soldiers, 
of  tlie   militia   of    South   Carolina,    were   as    brave   and 
enterprising  as  ever  went  to  a  field  of  battle,  but  those 
well  afbected  to  the  cause  of  independence  r.;r/r  /;//.'  /t-c- 
in  )iu}}ibcr. 

''The  most  of  the  lower  districts  (except  Marion's 
brigade)  were  endeavoring  to  sa\-e  their  property,  either 
by  moving  to  North.  Carolina  or  X'irginia,  or  tbe  greaner 
number  by  taking  protection  from  the  enemy. 

"From  the  conduct  of  the  few,  before  alluded  to 
(who  were  not  disaffected),  Ramsay's  History  gives  char- 
acter to  the  wdiole  militia  of  the  State,  wdien  it  is  well 
known    a   t.-reat   maiorit\-    of   them    saw    little    military 
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■:iQvvi^<z.  Tlic  comitiL'S  <;)i  ^vlcoldcnbiny;  nv.d  Rowan  not 
onl}'  furnished  the  grealer  ])arl  of  the  troops  coriinianded 
by  (General  Sumler,  but  it  was  in  all  cases  his  place  of 
rctirciiient  when  niv.-naced  b\"  a  snpierior  force  of  llie 
enemy,  and  from  whence  he  mosth'  or^-anixed;  and.  set  out 
on  his  several  expeditions. 

'''i^he  'Ariter,  fnidin;^'  those  things  unfairh'  rc})rt:-5euted, 
lias  undertaken  in  Ids  pl.dri  way  to  present  a  more  cor- 
rect account  of  se\  eral  tiansLictions  than,  has  lieretofore 
h'i<in  given.,  and  to  tako  notice  of  some  which  ha\e  been 
entirels'  ouiiitted,  which,  in  his  ov>indon,  are  woithy  of 
being  pre^orved. 

'•  Foi' trie  truth  of  the  facts  he  states,  he  appeals  to 
those  who  were  present  on  the  several  occasion.s  related, 
of  whom,  it  is  believed,  moie  than  a  hundred  are  living'. 

'"Some  of  the  details  may  appear  n^inute  and  trivial, 
bn>t  not  so  to  those  wdio  were  present,  and  it  i>  expected^ 
the  present  generation  will  read  wiih  some  interest  the 
part  tlieir  fatiiers  and  relatives  acted  in  those  times,  more 
especiall}'  when  thev  have  a  personal  knowledge  of  the 
very  spot  v\diere  each  tran.saction  took  placed' 
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CHAPTEl^  X. 

IJattle  of  r.utaw  &vr'iv.i:~,,  i'oui^ht.  tbe  St.h  day  of  Seyiteniber,  T7S1  — 
The  N'obii-    Part  bonie   b}-  Xoitii  Carolinians  in   'Jus   HavtL- 
Grt-eiie  Retires  to  the  T2i.<:h  tLiUs  of  the  Santce— Hears  of  the 
Fall  of  Yorktown— The  War  Virln?.liy  Ends. 

"\7\^E  now  rcti:n:  to  the  liiovenients   of  General 
^  ^     Greene.      On  the  22d  of  Angiist  h.e  issned  an 
order  to  his  troops  in  these  words: 

''The  armv  will  inarch  to-morrow  niorniny:  by  the 
right,  in  the  following-  order:  Tlie  North  Carolina 
brigade,  two  pieces  of  artiller)-  ;  Virginia  brigade,  two 
pieces  of  artdlerv  ;  ^larvland  brigade  ;  the  baggage  lu, 
the  nsual  order  according  to  tlie  line  of  inarch.  The 
General  will  beat  at  1  o'clock,  when  all  the  small 
gnardh  will  join  their  corps;  the  assembly  in  forty  min- 
utes after,  ar.d  the  march  at  5  o'clock." 

The  two  armies  were  only  sixteen  miles  apart, 
but  the  vSantee  intervened,  ar.d  it  was  not  safe  to 
attempt  its  passage  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  Tlie 
ronte,  therefore,  lay  np  the  Santee  and  above  the 
innction  of  the  Congaree  and  W'ateree;  tlien  cross- 
ing the  Wateree  first  and  descending  its  sonthern 
side,  then  crossing  the  Gongaree — in  all  a  circuit  ot 
sevent\-  miles.  The  weather  was  so  snltry  that  the 
anny  only  moved  in  the  cocder  hours  ot  the  day, 
in  the  morning  and  exening. 

As  soon  as  Stev/art  was  informed  of  Greene's 
movement,  he  fell  back  dov  n.  the  Santee,  to  Hntaw 
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Springs.   fort_v    miles   distniit,    in.    the   direction   of 
Charles  ton. 

Lord  Rawdon  had,  previously-  to  this,  sailed  from 
Charleston  tor  HiiLdaiid.  hut  was  captured  by  a 
r'rencl:  vessel  on  liis  v\'a\-  and  was  now  a  prisoner. 
He  v;as  an  unwilling  witness  tu  the  surrender  of 
Yorktown,  and  returned,  a  captive,  with  Lord 
Corriwallis. 

Ke  was  a  ht  subject  of  retaliation  for  the  execu- 
tion of  Colonel  Isaac  Hayne,  but  Colonel  Fan.nino-, 
the  Ton-  leader,  about  this  time,  made  Ids  celebrated 
incursion  to  Hillsboi'o  and  carried  off  Governor 
Burke.  This  gave  the  British  a  hostage  'for  the 
life  of  P.av.-dr.n,  and,  perhaps,  saved  his  l<;)rdship 
from  the  gibbet. 

General  Greene's  march  was  necessarih-  slov/. 
On  thiC  2Sth  of  August  he  reached  Huwell's  Ferr\\ 
v\diere  he  received  intelligerice  that  the  enemy  had 
been  reinforced  and  were  makiuQ;  preparations  for 
a  permaner.t  post  at  Eutaw.  It  did  not  seem  to 
occur  to  the  British  comm;inder  that  Greene  vcould 
have  the  temerity  to  attack  him  in  his  camp,  but 
that  vcas  exnctlv  what  CTreene  was  DrepariuQ- to  do. 

The  American  comnuinder  sent  back  all  his 
heavy  baggage,  on  the  line  of  retreat,  under  a 
suitable  guard,  mostly  nnlitia,  and  took  with  him 
only  two  wagons,  ladened  with  liospital  stores  and 
nn;i  (the  latter,  in  that  day,  considered  the  most  in- 
dispensable article  for  an  army,  next  to  medicines). 

On  the  5th  of  September  General  Greene,  in  his 
order  of  the  day,  informed  the  armv  of  a  brilliant 
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A-ictory  of  General  Francis  AlLirioii,  over  r..  Br'ti-;}i 
cc'iiv^iy  of  three  huridred  riieii.  in  wliicri  t\vc:ilv  of 
the  enemy  were  killed  and  eiglitx'  wounded,  v.'ith 
inconsidernble  loss  to  the  .\nierican  force. 

Tiie  A"ietorA-  was  anrnjiinccd  ni  o-lowiny  words 
and  aronscd  tne  greatest  enlliiisijisni  and  confidence 
in  the  hearts  er  the  arni\-,  and  thev  were  eager  for 
an  opportnnitv  to  a.dd  m.ore  \-ictories  to  the  cain.- 
paign. 

On  the  "th  da.\-  oi  Septcniuer,  General  I'Jarioii 
■joined  Genera!  Greene  at  Biirdelhs  plantation. 

Goionel  Stewart  lay  in  fancied  securitv  at  Kutaw, 
wholiv  unapprised  oi  tlie  aji-proach  of  Iris  adversary. 
Kver-v-  niessenger  or  scout  from  his  armv  had  been 
captured  or  killed  b}'  the  vigilance  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  no  tidings  had  reached  him. 

On  the  mornin.g  of  the  8tii,  Colonel  Stewart  had 
sent  out  his  ''rooting  party/'  as  they  were  called, 
to  gather  sweet  potatoes  lor  his  army,  and  these 
the  advauice  of  Greene's  army  discovered,  and,  after 
a  feeble  resistance,  captured. 

The  same  morning,  liowever.  two  deserters  from 
Greene's  forces  made  their  way  to  the  British  camp 
and  communicated  the  news  of  the  proximity  ot  tlie 
American  arnu'.  Colouiel  Cofiin,  comnuandiug  tlie 
British  ca\-alrv.  was  sent  immediateh"  to  recon- 
noiter  the  situation,  and  coming  in  contact  Avith  tlie 
American  vauQfuard,  soon  'y'dxe  information  of  the 
fact. 

Colonel   Stewart  began  at  once    to    disj^ose    his 
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troops  tor  odttSe.      rev;  situatioiis  were  more  lavor- 
iible  for  defence. 

''On  the  right  was  the  Kutaw  Creek,  wliieh, 
issuirg  fn:)ru  n  deep  rrivine,  ran  iirider  high  banks, 
thiek  bordered  with  brush  and  underwood.  The 
onl\'  open  gTuund  was  a  large  .held  wdoch  hud  been 
cleared  oi  its  tinal-'er  on  botli  sides  of  tiie  road,  arid 
this  was  cumnianded  b\-  a  brick  house  two  stories 
high,  with  garret  win.dows,  which  answered  tlie 
•pnrpnse  of  a  third  storv,  arid  with  walls  thick  and 
strong  enongli  to  ^^•ithstand  the  light  artiller\-  of 
the  Americans.  ,  hi  the  rear  of  the  house  tliere  was 
a  garden  surronrided  b}-  a  strong  palisade,-  and  cov- 
ering tlie  space  betv.-een  it  and  Kntaw  Creek.  A 
barn  and  some  smaller' bnildirigs  near  it  afforded 
good  ralU'ing  points  in  case  of  disaster.  The  ap- 
proach to  the  rear  was  endxirrassed  by  springs  and 
deep  iioUow  wa\-s,  and  on  the  right  bv  the  ravine 
fro'n  wliich  the  creek  flowed,  and  a  thicket,  rendered 
almost  impenetrable  by  a  low  shrub,  called,  iri  the 
language  of  the  country,  '  ijlack-jack.'  On  every 
side  the  woods  came  down  in  dark  masses  to  the 
border  of  the  clearing.  }.Iidwav  tlirough  the  clear- 
ing, and  dividing  it  into  almost  equal  parts,  a  road 
had  been  recently  opened,  which,  forking  directly 
in  front  of  the  house  and  garden,  and  about  fifty 
yards  from  theuii,  formed  two  branches,  one  of 
wdiich  led  to  Cliarleston,  and  the  other  to  a  planta- 
tion on  the  Santee.  The  British  camp  lay  in  the 
field  under  cover  of  the  house  and  on  both  sides  of 
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the  ro:id,  and  v]icn  the  trooi^s  iiuirclied  out  to  form 
for  Ijattle  their  tents  were  left  staiiding."'-' 

Colonel  Stewart,  as  was  the  usual  custorti  of 
Britisli  olTicers,  dre\s'  r^p  his  army  in  (-ri]\'  on^e  liric 
of  battle,  with,  a  strono-  reserve  in  the  rear  to  act  as 
emergencies  might  require.  This  line  was  in  tlic 
woods,  a  few  h.  and  red  jcards  west  of  tJie  open,  held, 
wliere  they  had  their  camp,  arid  extended  on  both 
sides  of  the  Congaree  road,  with  tlie  artillery  in 
the  centre,  and  nio\-ing  along  tliis  highway.  Entaw 
Creel:  covered  the  ripht  wing  effectnalh',  the  left 
was  in  the  woods  to  the  south  of  the  road  an.d  cov- 
ered by  the  cavalr\-  under  2\Iajor  Comri,  a  dashing 
and  shirit\il  officer.  }>laior  ^.Jaioribanks,  the  hero 
of  the  battle,  was  in  command  of  the  right  Aring, 
with  his  troops  protected  by  the  ihick  grow"th  alun.g 
the  barik  of  Entaw  Creek,  and  the  scrubby  black- 
jack oaks  wdiich  extended  out  a  sliort  distance  from 
the  creek  bank.  It  was  inaperictrable  Vjy  cavalry, 
and  almost  unassailable  by  infantry.  To  the  sovith 
and  left  of  tlie  lio^ht  in. fantr\'  battali<:in,  urider 
Majoribanks,  came,  in  their  order,  Criiger's  com- 
mand, wdiich  was  composed  of  several  broken  corps, 
then  the  "'Buhs,"'  with  their  left  restin^^-  on  the 
Congaree  road.  To  the  south  of  the  road  were  the 
63d  and  64th,  two  veteran  regiments.  Two  sepa- 
rate bodies  of  infantry  in  the  rear  formed  the 
reserve.  A  small  detachment  of  infantry  was 
thrown  in  iront  of  the  line  of  battle  as  skirmishers, 
with  orders  to  fall  back  into  the  main  line. 

*Greeue's  Life  of  General  Greene,  vol.  3,  p.  388. 
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The  British  c.tticcr,  f'.ill\-  reali/ino'  llie  strateeic 
importance  of  the  brick  nuiiisioii-house  in  his  rear, 
as  a  rallvin;:i'  point  in  which  a  small  t^arrison  mieht, 
in  case  of  disaster,  be  thrown,  ordered  it  to  be  occu- 
pied, toj^ether  witli  the  barn,  ontlioiises  and  pali- 
saded o-arden,  and  tliis  iudicions  toresiglit  saved 
his  armv  fnv.n  ntter  destruction. 

The  British  troops  wei'e  well  arrsied,  and  ecp.iipped 
wit]]  e\-ery  necessary  riii]it:ir'/  outfit,  and  were  inured 
to  service  and  under  the  Lest  discipline.  It  was, 
indeed,  what,  in  this  day,  is  called  a  "  crack  corps '' 
of  soldiers.  r\Iraiy  ot  them  were  American  lovalists 
and  de.->erters,  good  marksmen,  v^diose  deadlv  aim 
was  severely  felt  in  the  action.  Thev  were  aware, 
to  use  a  eomiuon  hgure  of  speech,  that  iihev  fought 
with  "halters  around  their  necks."  and  th.at  the 
penalty  of  desertion  would  be  promptly  meted  out 
to  them  if  captured.  Tliey,  therefore,  went  into 
the  tight  to  win  or  die. 

The  approach  ot  th.e  American  armv  was  from 
the  west  along  the  Congaree  n..ad.  General  Greene 
had  placed  liis  militia  in  front  at  Guilford  Court- 
House,  arid  lie  was  discomfned;  at  Hobkirk's 
Hill,  he  re\-ersed  this  order,  and  his  front  line  was 
composed  ot  his  \-eteran  troops;  but  still  fortune 
forsook  hiirii  and  the  disaster  was  worse  than  at 
Guiltord  ;  now,  at  Eutaw,  the  American  commander 
determined  to  re-assume  the  arrangement  made  at 
Guiltord  Cour. -House,  bv  a^ain  placin^j  his  militia 
in  the  front  line.  The  militia,  at  this  time,  under 
Crreerie,  had  the  ndvantage  over  those  at  Guilford. 
29 
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in  tliat  tiie\'  had  seen  serviee  and  t)een  train.ed  i'l 
-his  camp,  on  tlie  Santee,  for  the  duties  of  the  fiela. 
Thev  were,  in  fact,  well-drilled  troops,  and  as  the 
tide  of  \  ictorv  had  steadih'  set  witli  the  American 
armv,  tliev-were  inspired  with  the  spirit  of  triumph 
and  -were  impatient  to  end  the  lon.^-  struggle  by  or.e 
deterriiined  effort  to  destro\-  the  Britisli  army. 

Tlie\-  were  fresli  from  the  rest,  and*  strong  from 
the  plentv  they  had  enjoved  in  c;unp.  Physically, 
they  were  in  the  best  trim  for  the  fight  and  eager 
for  it  to  begin. 

"Greene,  wishing  his  troops  to  form  with  cool- 
ness and  recollection,  halted  his  columns,  and  alter 
distributing  the  contents  of  his  ruuxi  casks,  ordered 
his  men  to  form  in  order  of  battle.'' 

''The  column  of  militia,  when  displayed,  formed 
the  first  Inie;  the  Sotitji  Carolinians,  in  equal 
di\isions,  on  the  right  and  left,  and  the  North 
Carolinians  in  the  centre.  General  Marion  com- 
manded ih.,-  right.  General  Pickens  the  left,  and 
Colonel  IMaimedv,  a  French  nobleman,  who  lield  a 
commission  from  Xorth  Carolin.a,  commanded  the 
centre.  Colonel  AVilU^i'^^  Henderson,  with  the 
South  Carolina  State  troops,  including  Sumter's 
brigade,  'covered'  the  left  of  this  line,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Lee,  with  his  Legion,  'covered' 
the  right." 

''The  column  of  regulars,  also  displayed  into  one 
line  (the  second) ;  the  North  Carolinians,  under 
Brigadier  General  Jethro  Sumner,  occupied  the 
right,    divided    into    three    battalions,    commanded 
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respeciiveU"  bv  Colonel  J.  B.  Ashe  and  r\I:iiors  John 
Armstrong- and  Readiii's:  Blount;  the  Mar\landers, 
under  Colonel  Willianis  on  the  heft,  divided  into 
tivo  battalions,  coniuianded  bv  Colonel  Howard  and 
iNhijor  Hardiiian;  tlie  \'iroinians  in  the  eentre, 
under  coraniand  of  Colonel  iRiehardi  Campbell, 
were  also  divided  mtu  two  battalioris.  led  bv  .Major 
Sneed  and  Captain  Edmonds.  The  two  tliree- 
pcnnders,  under  Ca])tain  Gaines,  moved  iui  the  road 
vrith  the  first  line,  which  was  equallv  distributed 
to  the  right  and  left  of  it ;  arid  the  tv,'o  six-pounders, 
under  Captain  Jirown,  attended  the  second  line  in 
the  same  order.  Colonel  Whlliam  Washineton  still 
moved  in  the  rear  in  eoiunnns,  with  orders  to  keep 
under  cover  of  the  \voods,  and  hold  him.self  in 
reserve.'"-' 

The  American  army  had  begun  its  niarcli  at  4 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  but  it  v\'as  S  o'clock  before 
the  advanced  parties  of  the  British  army  v/ere  driven 
in  and  the  battle  l)egun  in  earuest.  "The  dav  was 
clear  arid  cahu.  an.d  the  sun  was  rising  in  a  cloud- 
less sky.'' 

Tlie  advan.ced  guard  of  the  British  was  encount- 
ered bv  Lee's  Legion  an.d  Colonel  William  Hender- 
son of  the  South  Caroliria  State  troops  (  mostly  North 
Carolinians,  as  we  have  seen)."!'  Cofhri  was  soon 
thrown  into  confusion  and  fled  pell-mell,  leaving 
forty  prisoners  behind  him. 


*Johnsou,  vol.  2,  p.  223. 

fColonel  Heuderson  was  in  command  of  .Sumter's  brigade.   Sumter 
had  not  rL-coverci  from  his  wound. 
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Tlie  re^"iilar  lines,  as  before  iiKiioaled,  were 
fonned,  and  ''a  steady  and  desperate  conflict  en- 
sued ''  between  tlie  niilitia  in  the  front  lir-e,  Xortii 
and  vSotitb  Carolinians,  and  the  veteran  regulars  vt 
the  British-service.  The  duel  betv.-een  the  artillery 
v\"as  ''bioodv  ar^d  obstinaite  in  the  extreme;  r.or 
did  "the  American  artillery  relax  for  a  moment  from 
firin;Lj;  .until  both  pieces  were  dismouiited  and  dis- 
abled. One  piece  of  the  en.emy  shared  the  same 
flite." 

The  gallant  and  glorious  record  ot  the  citizen 
soldiery  of  the  Carolinas  is  thus  described  by 
Johnson:  ''Nor  had  the  militia  been  wanting  iii 
gallantly  and  perseverance.  It  was  with  equal 
astonislinient  that  both  the  second  line  ot  the 
American  regulars  and  tlie  troops  of  the  eneiu}- 
coii.emphited  these  men.,  .steadily  and  without  fal- 
teiing,  advance  icitli  shoiils  and  ew/ioriatiOJis  uno 
file  //'V/i's/  i)f  thr  ruonv  s  fire,  unaft'ected  by  the  con- 
tinned  fall  of  their  comrades  around  them.  Gene- 
ral Greene,  to  express  his  admiratn>n  ot  the  lirin- 
iiess  exhibited  on  tliis  occasion  bv  f/ir  uiiliiia,  says 
of  them  in  a  letter  to  General  Stenben,  "  SncJi  cnji- 
duct  icouid  hart  o-j-accd  ///.--'  Z'ffei'ans  or  llic  great 
I\i}/o-  of  Piiissia.'  But  it  was  impossible  that  this 
could  endure  long,  for  those  men  were  all  this  time 
ree<  /rif/g-  the  fire  of  dontdie  their  rinnher.  Their 
artillery  was  dismounted  and  disabled,  and  that 
of  the  enemy  was  vomiting  destruction  in  their 
ranks.'''"" 

■•Jobiison's  ]^ife  of  Greene,  vol.  2,  p.  225. 
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Colonel  CarriiigLoii,  in  "His  l^atvles  of  the 
AiiKjricaii  Revolution, "^•'  says  '' tlie  Xortli  Caro- 
lina militia,  lK>\ve\er.  hrcd  scrnn'rrn  n>u!nls  before 
their  retreat,  and  General  Sumner  so  promptly 
puslied  the  battalions  of  Aslie,  Armstrcrig  and 
Blount  into  the  gap  that  the  tirst  line  was  restored 
and  the  British  in  turn  retreated.'' 

G.  \V.  Greene  thus  dt^scribcs  the  eonhict :  'Alean- 
while,  ilie  hrst  line  was  bearing  up  against  the 
weight  of  flic  zcl/o/c  Euc:lish  anuy.  Their  blood 
had  been  warmed  by  tlie  skirmish,  and  their  hre 
now  ran  from  Prmk  to  flank  throughout  the  line, 
neither  too  high  nor  too  low,  but  strikirig  v\-itii  that 
fearful  precision  which  dailv  practice  gives  to  the 
huuiter's  aim.  It  was  ansv;ered  by  tlie  deep,  regti- 
lar  vollevs  of  the  Briti.,h  musketry.  The  fearful 
sound  spread  far  and  wide  through  the  gloomy 
twilight  of  the  wood.  And  still  the  militia  held 
their  ground  without  wavering,  and  still  the  un- 
shaken British  line  kept  up  its  deadly  hre.'' 

Stedman.  in  his  History ,v  sa\  s  'Hhe  pressure 
of  the  enemv's  hre  was  such  as  compelled  the 
third  regiment,  <.>r  'Bufts,'  to  give  way.  the  regi- 
ment being  composed  of  nevr  troops.  The  re- 
mains of  those  veteran,  corps,  the  63d  and  54th 
reoiinents,  who  had  served  the  Avhole  of  the 
war,  lost  none  of  their  fame  in  this  action..  ihey 
rushed  with  bayonets  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy, 
nor  did  they  give  ground  until  overpowered  by 
numbers  and  severe  slaughter." 

The  courage  and  constancy  of  the  North  Carolina 

*P.  sSo.  tVol.  2.  p.  .57S. 
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militia  arc  thus  a\-<:)uc!ied  b\-  American  and  Hii;;^-- 
lish  historians.  Colonel  },Ialniedy.  ^vlio  cwmnianded 
t]ieni  on  that  da'v,  was  a  French  nobleman.,  who, 
like  Lafa-'/ctte,  h.ad  volnntecred  his  services  to  the 
Coritincntal  Conj'jress  and  came  to  aid  the  colonies 
in  tlieir  stru;^;'iide  i">r  freedom. 

If,  jnstlv  or  nn^instlv,  reproach  had  been  cast  on 
the  name  of  the  Xort-h  Carolin;i  militia,  for  not  rally- 
inn  aeain  to  tlieir  star.dard  at  the  battle  of  Gniltord 
Conrt-IIonse,  after  having  ponred  siicli  deadh'  hres 
into  the  advance  of  the  British  lirie,that  reproach  was 
blotted  ( )nt  ori  the  sangninary  held  of  Kutaw  Springs. 
Thev  set  thereto  their  seal  of  blood,  on  this  bright 
September  dav.  that,  in.  Lh:e  lan.gnage  of  Krskine, 
''thev  were  born  free  and  wonld  never  die  slaves.'" 

This  militia  was  mostl\'  from  the  strong  Whig- 
districts  who  had  earlv  and  devotedly  esponsed  the 
cause  of  independence,  arid  were  ever  ready  to  main- 
tain the  liberty  for  v/hicli  the}-  declared.  Tlieir  obsti- 
nate and  nnvielding  conrage,  on  this  dav,  was  ne\-er 
excelled  bv  anv  troops,  an.d  was  cciualled  onh*  once, 
in  the  in^-asion  of  the  v'^onth,  b\-  the  troops  of  North 
Carobhia,  who  fought,  at  Camden,  under  ''Ha.1.'' 
Dixon,  ''as  long  as  a  cartridge  remiained  in  their 
belts."  To  these  ''embattled farmers"  be  e\erlasting 
honor!  In  war  thev  handled  their  muskets  arid  bayo- 
nets with  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  heroes ;  in  peace, 
they  drove  the  ploughshare  with  the  industn.-  and 
constancy  of  patriot  citizens.  In  both  spheres  they 
were   Carolinians   worthy   of   their   race  and  their 
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State,  and  tlieir  iiiciiiories  sliould  be  ever  enshrined 
in  the  Iiearts  o^  their  liberated  countrynien. 

Overpowered  by  numbers,  these  stern  men 
retreated  snllenlv;  biit  as  tiiey  fell  back  in  siglit  of 
th.e  XortJi  Carolina  regnkirs,  Geiieral  Sumner  gave 
the  "  Forward  !"''  and  the  battab'oriS  of  Ash^e,  Arm- 
strong and  Blount,  were  pushed  so  promptlv  into 
the  gap,  sa_vs  Carrington,  that  tiie  first  line  was 
restored  and  tlie  British  in  turn  retreated. 

It  was  at  this  crisis  in  tlie  battle,  when  the  North 
Carolinians  had  forced  tlie  British  to  retreat,  that 
General  CTreene  sent  the  laconic  message  to  Otho- 
W'lUiams.  who  commanded  on  the  leit  of  the  second 
line,  ''  Lfi  M'llhaiiis  advance  and  succp  the  field  icitli 
his  hav()/n'Lsy  So  admirable  and  soldierly  was  the 
forward  movement  of  the  North  Carolina  regulars, 
made  under  General  Suriiner,  that  General  Greene, 
in  a  burst  of  enthusiasm,  exclaimed,  '' /  icas  at  a 
loss  laJu'cJi  jnosl  io  adniirr.  III':  (gallant ry  a f  the  oljurrs 
or  iht' good  iOJtdiict  oj-  l/iidr  iiicn.^'''''  It  is  probable 
that  at  least  or»e-tliird  of  the  troops  who  drove  back 
this  charge  of  the  British.,  with  so  much  impetuositv 
and  intrepidity,  vv'cre  the  same  men  who  did  such 
deadly  work,  with  their  huntin.g  rifles,  at  (ruilford 
Court-House. 

They  had  been  drilled  and  disciplined  at  Halifax, 
and  at  the  camp  on  the  San  tee,  and  were  burning 
to  redeem  the  reputation  wdiich  their  inexperience 
had  so  tarnished  in  the  former  coufact.  The}'  had 
bayonets  now,  instead  of  squirrel  rifles,  and  had 
been  taught  to  use  them,  and  their  splendid  charge 

'■Joiir.son,  vol.  2,  p.  3-25. 
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on  the  advanciii;^  l;--.c  of  Knglish  veteraiis,  "  who 
had  iouc^'ht  tlirou'^'h  tlie  whole  \var/'  was  evidence 
of  liow  well  tl]e\-  had  leanied  tlie  inilitar\-  lessons 
of  the  camp.  Ofilcers  and  soldiers  vied  witii  each 
other  in  deeds  of  driri-!i;T;  and  lieroisni,  and  as  the 
v.-atchiUil  e\-e  ot  the  American  commander  glanced 
from  one  to  the  other,  in>  this  brilliiirit  coup  r/r  av/////, 
liis  lace  beamed  witli.  io\-  and  admiration  ;  but  vrheu 
the  conflict  was  over,  he  declared  that  he  did  not 
know  oil  v/hich  to  besLow  the  higliest  praise.  Here 
let  history-  place  the  v.-reath  of  honor,  undi\-ided  and 
uniading  fore\'er,  on  the  brow  of  officer  and  soldier 
alike. 

Colonel  btewart.  witnessing  the  da'sconantnre  of 
his  line,  ordered  wo  liis  reserve,  but  it  was  swept 
away  iri  the  torreiit  of  retreat,  ^\dlich  Vv'as  rushing 
before  the  bayonets  of  Whlliams  and  Sumner,  and 
all  seemed  lost  to  the  B:dtisli  arnay.  ?\Iaioribanks 
alone  held  his  position  in  the  black-jacks  on  the 
creek,  and  tlie  whole  British  line  swung  around 
him.  like  a  pivot,  on  tiie  riglit.  lielter-skelter  thev 
hed  through  the  iield  contaiu-ing  their  camp,  and 
on  to  the  brick  mansiondionse  in  its  rear.  Lee's 
infaTitr_v  alone  was  saved  fVom  disorder  and  confu- 
sion in  tlie  pursuit,  and  were  v.-ell  nigh  entering 
the  house  with  tlie  enenu'.  but  ^^lajor  Sheridan 
was  victor  in  the  race,  and  repelled  tlie  in.fantrv. 
v/ho  retreated,  holding  some  prisoners  thev  had 
taken  between  tliem  and  the  garrison  to  protect 
themselves  from  its  deadly  fire. 

Victory,  vs'hich  was  now  in  the  American  hands, 
was    jeopardized    arid    almost    lost   by    a    hithertv) 
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nnseeii  arid  unexpected  foe;  but  oue  wliich  has  so 
often  conquered  heroes  and  patriots  hefure.  and 
destroyed  the  hopes  which  fortune  had  phiccd  in 
their  hai:ds.  Geue-al  (^Trecue  had  distributed  his 
hogsiieads  ot  rum  to  his  troops  on  tlie  eve  ol  battle  ; 
fatipaie  iiad  ^vhetted  treir  aopetites  u>r  another  do- 
tation.  and  as  rliey  entered  the  Britisii  camp  they 
discovered  this  lurking  euc-nu'  among  the  tents. 
Thev  paused  to  drink  and  repeat  the  toast  to  their 
good  iortune.  when  the  vigilance  of  Coloriel  vStcwart 
detected  tlieir  indiscretion.  His  troops  were  ma- 
chines of  "militar\-  discipline,  and  at  the  v.-ord  of 
command,  fell  irit<:)  ranks  and  vere  socmj  on  the 
Americans  that  loitered  aTi^ongthe  "  deshpots  "  oftlie 
camp.  TIjc  Anaericans  were  driven  back.  Charge 
after  charge  had  i)een  made  on  iMaioribanks,  but 
thai  man.  of  the  lion  heart,  still  stood  like  a  stone- 
wall and  resisted  e\"erv  assault.  Colonel  Hender- 
son liad  fallen  a  wounded  '."ictiiu  to  liis  hre  on  the 
fiank;  Colonel  Vv'asliington  was  a  woundedi  captive 
m  his  f  an.ds,  and  a  lieutenant  and  an  ensign  of  tliis 
gallant  bauid  of  ca\-alry  v.-ere  left  alone  to  lead  its 
shattered  cohnuns. 

Lee  had  beeii  ordered  to  charge  on  the  riglit,  but 
was  not  to  be  f  )und  by  the  messenger.  CotTin  was 
advancin.g  unopposed  on  tlie  American  right  and 
the  tide  was  setting-  fast  aq-amst  the  American  arms. 
Some  OTie  blundered  again  by  rushing  the  cannon 
in  the  neld  to  bombard  the  mansion-house,  but 
dragging  it  too  close,  the  artillerists  were  shot  down 
b}-  the  garrison  and  the  cannons   were   abandoned. 
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Greene  still  lield  to  liis  prisoners  triken  in  tiie 
earl}'  part  of  the  action;  Ijirt  seeing-  that  all  wcnild 
be  lost  u  Ills  army  were  not  re-r»rgaiiized.  ordered 
a  retreat.  Cofhn  was  advaneiipq-,  Lee  eonld  nowhere 
be  found,  and  Greene  called  on  Colonel  J  Iani})ton, 
Avho  had  sticceeded  Henderson  in  the  field,  to  cover 
the  retreat. 

This  w;;:s  g-allantlv  done.  Cofhn  was  driven  to 
the  held  again,  bnl  Hampton,  in  liis  iinpetiiosii y, 
was  expijsed  toth.e  hre,  from  the  black-jacks,  whicli 
Colonel  F^jik  declared  seemed  to  him  ''to  kill  every 
man  but  liimself.'' 

Tlie  retreat  of  Cothn  ^javt  the  Americans  time  to- 
rally  v\"e:st  ot  the  British  camp,  in  the  woods,  where 
the  hrst  con  diet  began. 

The  enemy  was  too  mneh  crippled  *'to  venttire 
bc}'ond  the  cover  of  the  house.'' 

General  Greene  halted  long  enongh  to  collect  his 
wotmded,  and  haying  made  arrangements  to  buiy 
his  dead,  left  a  strong  picket  nnder  C'.donel  Hampton 
on  the  held;  he  wididre\\-  his  ariin-  to  BurdellSv 
seven  miles  distant. 

"  Both  parties,"  says  Johnson,  ''claimed  the  vic- 

•  tory,  but  there  is  no  diificnlt\-  indecidingtlie  cpiestion 

between  them  upon   thc^  plainest   T-Tinciples.      The 

British  army  was  chased  from  tire  held  at  the  point 

:  of  the  bayonet  and   took   rehige  in   a   fortress;   the 

Americans  were  repulsed  fr()m  that  fortress.'' 
(.  But  in  my  judgment,  it  was  not  the  fortress  that 

i-  gave  the  Fhiglish  the  victory  claimed.      It  was  the 
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cain[),  with  its  ruiH  and  spt^ils.  that  demoralized  the 
pursuit  of  Uie  eueiiiy  aud  intoxicated  the  pursuers. 

Disorder  and  indisereii<)ii,  weakness  and  inde- 
cision toll  owed,  and  the  vietorv  was  h:)St. 

In  readiug  the  hii_-;tory  of  tlie  Re\-olutionary  war, 
the  student  of  this  dav  is  often  astonished,  and. 
sometimes  amn.scd,  to  read  t]\Q  reports  of  our  ofhcers 
mIio  state  with  niucli  gloritlcation  that  the}-  captured 
a  lar;i;'e  quantitx-  of  .wt'orssc^r]'  sup'piies,  so  much 
-^,"anled  in  tiit:  Ano.erican  camp,  and  in  tlie  enumera- 
tion of  these  "necessary  supplies  "'  they  begin  with 
''  rum  "  and  follo-sv  with  ''  bread  and  hospital  stores/' 
It  was  seldom  that  "rum'"  was  ever  destroyed  to 
lesser;  the  burden  of  the  inarch.  We  have  seen- 
that  Greene  sent  back  his  bag-trao-e  before  the  battle 
began,  but  was  careful  to  retain,  the  "  hogsheads  of 
rum  and  luispital  stores.'' 

Tlie  Britisli  comuiander  did  riot  stav  long  or 
consider  much   "the  order  of  his  going." 

''  McArthuj;  v\"as  called  up  from  Fairlawn  to 
cover  Colonel  Stewart's  retreat;  and  leaving  sev- 
enty of  his  wounded  to  Iris  enLun\-,  and  mauv  of 
liis  dead  unburied ;  breaking  the  stocks  of  one 
thousarid  stand  of  arms  and  easting  tliem  into  the 
spring;  destro_ving  his  stores  and  tlien  moving  off 
precipitatel3%  the  English  commander  fell  back  and 
retreated  to  Fairlav.ui.'"-' 

Gerieral  Greene  pursued  for  one  dav,  on  the  road 
to  Charleston,  but  linding  that  Colonel  Stewart 
still  retired  before   him,  and  being  now   left  at  lib- 

'""^Johiison    vol.  2,  p.  232. 
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ertv  to  watch  the  nioveuK-nts  o[  Coniwallis  ;  -aic;  liis 
wounded  and  prisoners  requiring  his  attention,  lie 
resolved  again  to  retire  to  thic  High  HiUs  oi  the 
San  tee. 

The  last   regnlar  army  of  the   Crown  had  been 
driven     to     its     seacoast     deience,     bleeding     and 
dying.        Alajoribanks,    the     gallant    rielivertr    ot 
this    shattered    arniv,    was  wounded,    and   slu«rtly 
thercafter  died.      He  \vas  buried  on  tlie  roadside  in 
their  flight  to  the  sea.      A\'ebster  and  Ahij unban ks, 
it  may  be  said  of  tlieni,  that  tliey  offered  ihemseh-es 
as    willing    sacrifices  to   tlieir   king,  knowing   that 
only  with  their  lives  could  be  purchased  the  escape 
of   tlieir   Ci.>mniands    irom   clesLruetion.      boiji   sur- 
vived their  battles  lorig  enough  to  be   told  that  the 
American  commander  h;id  fled  from   the   neld,  but 
both   lived  to    find   that    conimander   following  the 
line  of  tlieir  flight.      Both  died  on  their  way  10  the 
sea,  and   v;ere   buried  in.   the   land    tliey   tought   to 
enslave.       To  the    credit  of  that  land  no   dislionor 
has    been    shown  to    their   hast  resting-places,  and, 
though   foes   to  American   liberty,  their   names,  as 
soldiers,  will  ever  awaken  in  every  maniy  breast,  a 
feeling  of  pity  for  their  misfortULne,  and  a  elnvalric 
sentiment  of  admiration  Ur:  tlie  heroic  spirits  which 
animated  them   111  tlieir  discharge  of  duty  to  their 
Crovrn   and   kingdom.      The  brave   are    never  con- 
temned. 

The  Americans  captured  and  held  500  prisoners 
as  the  result  of  this  battle.  They  lost  forty  prisoners. 
Thev  caotured  one  cannon,  and  by  indiscretion  lost 
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iV.iir.  Six'.y-or:C  American  oRicers  lind  been  killed 
and  wounded.  '  Twenty-one  of  tiiese  had  died  on  tJKi 
field  of  battle,  and  aniono'  them  Colonel  Richard 
Campb^elh  of  \hrginia,  wiio  had  shnired  the  honors 
and  the  toils  of  the  eampaio-n  from  "  Camu  Repose," 
on  tlie  P^  e  Dee,  to  this  last  battle  in  the  sontli.  He 
fell  as  Ills  victonorKS  troops  were  dri\Tng'  the  eneinj' 
before  them;  lie  was  pierced  by  a  ball  tlirongh  the 
breast,  and  onl\-  survived  a  few  hours. 

The  whole  American  ca^^naliies  are  given  In- 
General  Greene,  as  one  lienienant  colonel,  six  cap- 
tains, live  suba"". terns,  and  nineiv  rank  and  iile, 
killed;  two  lientenan.t  colonels,  Henders-on  and 
Howard,  seven  captahis,  tw  entv  llenter.ants,  twenty- 
lour  sergeants  and  two  linndred  and  iiiiie  rank 
and  hie,  wounded.  Coloriel  W'ashingtori  fell  into 
the  liaiKh"  ot   tlie  enemy  a  wounded  prisoner. 

The  Lritish  casualties  are  given  b\'  Colonel 
Ste'wart.  as  three  commissioned  officers,  six  ser- 
geants and  seven. t\--six  men,  killed;  sixteen  com- 
missioned orhecrs,  twenty  sergeants.  aTid  two  hun- 
dred and  thirtv-two  men,  missiu-g.  Total  casualties 
six  hui-.dred  and  ninety-three.  These  casualties 
are.  ho'v/ever,  iar  belou-  the  true  hgrires,  for  he  lost 
live  luindred  prisoners.  doni)ie  his  admitted  loss  of 
missing. 

On  the  1 2th  da}-  of  September,  four  da3-s  after 
the  battle  on  the  Sth,  General  Greene  recrossed  the 
Santee  at  Nelson's  Ferry,  and  on  the  15th  was  in 
his  old  camp  at  the  "High  Hills  of  Santee."  His 
army  v.-as  soon  reduced  to  less  than  one   thousand 
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■effecti\  f  men,  witii  nearly  six  hundred  wounded, 
of  both  armies,  in  his  charge. 

Oil  the  9th  of  Xoveniber,  General  Greene's  camp 
was  enrivened  bv  th.e  news  of  the  surrender  oi 
Corn  wall  is  at  York  town. 

C>n  the  iStli  ihe  High  Hills  were  abandoned,  and 
r.  nrnerons  minor  operations  concluded  the  Southern 
canipaign;  but  the  armies  did  not  again  meet  in 
the  field. "'^' 

*Cariiugtoii's  BatUes,  p.  5S3. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Sketches  of  Charltrs  a'jil  Jo=c-pli  r>Icr.)o\v'.-:ll— Jo'.jejjh  rTraliain  —  Major 
•"Hal."  Dixo'.i  —  Brij^adier  Genera'  Jctiiru  Sinnnt-r — (itneral 
Ruthertbr«i — Gener.tl  ISutler — Tiie  l'.n<\. 

"1  T  was  iu)t  iiiv  orig'hiiil  purpose  to  relate  all  tl>c 
-  -  'iiiiior  iiiilitary  transactions  wli  icli  occurred  during 
tlie  invasion  ot  tlie  Soutliern  Colonies,  nor  to  record 
the  conflicts  between  tlie  Whigs  and  Tories,  which 
were  collateral  to  the  general  operations  of  the 
American  and  English  armies,  and,  therefore,  I 
shall  not  further  pursue  the  uiarrative  of  th<:>se  less 
events  which  followed  the  battle  of  Eutaw  Springs. 

Hereisapleasant  resting-place,  for  tlie  contempla- 
tion of  Xorth  Carolinians. vrhere  her  Regular  soldiers 
won  such  imperishable  renovrn  and  her  2\Iilitia  were 
no  less  gallant  and  steady  than  her  Regulars.  Xorth 
Carolina  furnished  lialf  the  soldiers  Vsdio  fought  the 
battle  of  Euta^v"  Springs  and  drove  the  British  army 
of  invasion  fr'rever  from  tlie  Southern  prr)\-in,ces. 
Tlie  tidings  of  this  victor\-  reached  York  town  and 
inspired  tlie  besiegers  with  fresh  spirit  avid  enter- 
prise, and  brought  dismay  to  those  within,  who  were 
only  counting  the  days  when  their  captivity  would 
begin.  Independence  was  about  to  burst  like  a 
beacon  light  over  the  American  States. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  some  of  the  heroes  of  X'^orth 
Carolina,  who  bore  such  conspicuous  parts  in  this 
noble  struggle  for  liberty,  that  the\'  should  be  better 
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"known  to  our  pvople,  in  order  that  lioiior   nia\'  yet 
be  done  to  their  niemories. 

To  the  brothers ,C  H  A R l.KS  and  J OSKi'H  r\IcDo\VE LL, 
of  Oiiaher  Meadows,  ar.d  lo  their  no  less  ^u-alhint 
consin.  Joseph  McDowell,  of  Pleasant  Garden, 
Bnrke  Countv,  X'-rth  Carolina,  arc  due  more  credit 
and  h.onor  for  the  victory  of  l^in.g's  Monrta:n  than 
to.  anv  other  leaders  who  participated  in  that  decisive 
and  wonderful  battle.  Yet,  the  name  of  .McDowell 
does  not  appear  on  the  graiiite  shaft,  raised  by  patriot 
hands,  on  those  memorable  heig-hts — a  reproach 
to  the  iutcUi^ynceof  the  men  who  wrote  its  inscrip- 
tions and  an  indignity  to  North  Carolina  which 
contributed  so  hirgcly  to  construct  the  monument. 
It  \vas  Colonel  Charles  :\,IcDowell,  and  Major  Joseph 
T^IcDowell,  his  brother,  Vvdio  originated  the  idea  oi 
organizing  a  force  to  capture  Ferguson,  and  in  con- 
junction with  their  cousin,  they  were  the  most 
prominent  in  executing  the  plan  which  they  had 
conceu'cd. 

Mai  or  Joseph  .McD'.uvell  was  subsequently  a 
General  of  militia  and  was  known  as  vGeneral 
McDowell.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of  Con- 
gress from  North  CaroUna  during  the  years  of  17S7, 
17SS,  1 791  and  1792.  In  17SS  he  v/as  a  member  of 
the  State  Convention  which  met  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Fie  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent;  his  ancestors  came  to  North  Carolina 
by  the  way  of  Virginia.  The  McDowells  of  North 
Carolina,  \hrginia,  Kentucky  and  Ohio  are  all  ot 
one  common  stock. 


On  one  of  the  fcu^  hills  of  the  Bine  Ricl^e,  n 
beautiful  ruund  kiK'b,  selected  for  its  lovely  view, 
and  overhaiig'iug'  the  '' Ouaker  ^Icadow  s,"  is  the 
cemeteiy  of  the  ^IcDowell  fcimil}-.  Oi;  a  slab  of 
marble,  erected  as  a  head-stvone,  is  this  inscription: 

"to  tpik  yiEyujiiY  OF 
GEXFRAh  CHARLES  :^lcDO\VEEL., 

A  WHIG    OrFICKR    IX    THF,    REX'OLUTIOX AR V    WAR, 
WHO  DIKD,  AS  KK  HAD  LIVKD,  A  PATRIOT, 

THE  3 1  ST  :\i--vRCH,  I  Si  5,  agf:d 

ABOUT   70  YEARS." 

Bv  his  side  is  the  unmarked  grave  of  iMajor 
Josepli  iMcDov^'cU,  liis  brotlier.  Net  a  stone  is  raised 
to  his  memory;  not  a  line  is  car\-ed  to  recount  his 
deeds  of  valor  and  patriotism  ;  no  epitaph  tells  the 
story  of  King's  Mountain  and  Co^vpens  and  Pvam- 
sour's  ^lill,  where  he  was  foren.iost  in  the  fight ; 
no  record  speaks  to  tlie  stranger  and  savs,  here  lies 
a  hero  who  was  victorious  in  e\-erv  held,  and  never 
turned  his  back  on  a  foe.  The  ondy  mark  that 
indicates  the  grave  of  this  gallant  soldier  is  the 
letter  J  rudeh,-  carved  on  a  white  oak  tree  that  stands 
at  its  head. 

\\'hat  a  reproach  to  those  Vvdio  enjo}-  the  liber- 
ties that  were  purchased  with  his  blood  !  Will  the 
State  he  loved  and  served  so  well  suffer  this  re- 
proach to  continue  ? 

Close  b}-    his    side,  the    remains  of  his    cousin. 
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Josepli    McDou-ell,  of  Pleasant  Gardens  lie.      On   a 
head-stone  is  this  inscription: 

''HERK  LIES  'Lilil  T^ODV  OF 

CAPTAIX  JOSEPH  :\h:DO\VELL, 

HURX   2-Tn   FEHREARV,    IJS^ 

I  the  .it'cicr  lTk,u:'e  '  .n'.itefaiet' ' 

AGED  60  YEARS/' 

f 

Gfnfral  Ioseph ■  Graham,  ^vho  was  Major  of 
mounted  infantry,  or  dragoons,  during  the  ^var, 
has  done  more  to  vindicate  the  truth  of  North  Caro- 
lina's RevchitionaT}- history  than  any  citizen  she  has 

produced. 

The  carefully-picpared  articles  which   he  wrote 
^n  iS^i    tbr  judge  :^Iurphev,  who  was,  at  that  time, 
collecting  nmterial  for  a  history  of  North  Carolina, 
have  heon   published  in  the  University  Magazine, 
at  Chapei  Hill-      Thev  were  designed  to  correct  the 
misstatements  of  cotemporary  historians,  whoAvere 
blindlv   fr^llowing   in  the  footpath  of  error,  which 
others  h.ad  trodden,  as  is  so  much  the  custom  of  tnis 
day.     Thev   were  written  by  Major  Graham,  who 
.vas  an  tvc^witne^s    and  participant  in  most  ot  the 
event,   related,  and  he  appeals  to  the  hundreds  of 
his  a.sociates,.then  living,  for  the  truth  of  his  story. 
To  these  sketches  the  author  again  acknowledges 
his  indebtedness  for  much  that  has  been  reproduced 

in  this  book. 

Perhaps  the  most  brilliant  officer,  whose  services 
enriched  the  annals  of  that  memorable  invasion, 
^^.^,    ^^v](->R  '^Hae."    Drxox,   v.diose   dashing  and 
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impetuous    coiinige    w^s    so    splendidly   clisphiyed 
amoui<   the  siiaticrcd  legions  of  Gates,  at  Camden. 
He   refused    lo  fly    A\-lien  his  comrades   had    been 
driven  from  the  field  aim  his  devoted  batid  Imd  been 
left  exposed  to  the  bayonet  eharge  on  its  front  and 
i^anks.'    With  a  herce  spirit  he  faced  Ids  battalion  to 
the  charge,  from  either  side,  and  fought  as  ^^long  as 
a  cartridge  was   in  his  belt,"  then,  resorting  to  the 
bavonet  himself,  he  cut  his  way  through  the  attack- 
ing hosts  and  made   good   his  retreat.     We  know 
from  the  roster  that  he  died  July  17th,  17S2,  after 
ludependence  had   been   won.  1mt  where  he  ch3sed 
his  eyes  in  death  or  vrliere    is  his  unmarked  grave, 
we  cannot  tell.     His  letters,  in  1781,  several  ti!nes, 
speak  of  rctnrnmg  to  Caswell  County,  and  it  may 
be   that   his   remains  rest  there,  "4n  hope  again  to 

rise. 

Among  the  militia  officers,  whose  constant  labors 
and  services  were  devoted  to  their  countr\-^s   cause, 
two  men  deser\-e  most  honorable  mention:   Briga- 
dier G-EXERAr,  Grieeith  Rutiiereord,  of  Rov.-an 
County,  and  Brigadier  General  John  Butler, 
of  Orange  County.     They  were   seldom  out  of  the 
military  held,  and  always  bore  themselves  proudly 
and  manfully  m  battle.      General  PvUtherford  was 
severely  wounded  at  Gates'  defeat  in  August,  17S0, 
and   afterwards  was   a  great   sufferer  in  the  prison 
camp   of   the   enemy   at   St.  Augustine.     He   was 
exchanged  in  July,  17-^^'  ^^^'^1  in  September  he  was 
again  in  the  field.      He  was  honored  by  having  a 
county  named  for  him.     He  subsequently  removed 
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to  Tenriessee,  wliere  p.  like   lioiior  was  in  store  for 
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The  greatest  soldier  of  that  day,  from  Xorth  Caro- 
lina, was  Brigadihr  General  Jetmr(_)  St^ixer. 
of  Vvarreii    County.      We    know    that    he    passed, 
without  reproach,  through  tiie   terrible   campaigns 
of  Washington,  in    Xew  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  survived  as  one  of  the  seven    hundred   irom   a 
brigade   of  more   than  tive  tlKmsiind  men,  and  was 
promoted  for  gallantry  and  s'dll  displayed  amid  those 
bloody    scenes.      For    his    coiistancy,    ndeiity    and 
o---eat   inHuence   in    the   State,  he   was   detached   to 
raise  the  four  new  regiments   of  regulars  in  North 
Carolina   in    lySo-'Si,  and   his   letters  during  that 
period  evince  such  a  lo^dy  and  unselhsh  patriotism 
that  they  challenge  the  admiration  of  every  reader. 
If  his  patriotic  offer  to  command  the  militia,  assem- 
bling for  the  batde  of  Guilford  Court-House,  had 
been  accepted,  it  is   probable,  nay,   almost  certain, 
that  th-  I  evolutionary   struggle   would  have  ended 
at  that  place,  instead  of  Yorktown,    and  that  the 
lives  of  tlnjusands   of  good   men   v.-ould  have  been 
spared.     Under  his  eye,  and  with  his  discipline  and 
example  to  prepare  and  encourage  tlieni,  the  North 
Carolina  regulars  and  militia  were  among  the  tore- 
.  most  in  the  hght,  exciting  the  v/onder  and  admira- 
tion of  General  Greene,  at  Eutaw  Springs. 

In  the  most  distressing  condition  of  public  affairs ; 
amidst  the  jealousies  of  the  smaller  men  of  that  day; 
without  arms  or  equipments  for  his  soldiers  wdien 
orcr::''.ni-.:ed;   surrounded   by    doubting   patriots   and 
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disloyal  Tories,  he  iiever  lov-ered  liis  crc.t  or  trailed 
his  ilai^  ill  the  dust,  but  udtli  undaunted  will  and 
unswerviu!^  laitli,  lie  struggled  manfully  against 
everv  obstacle  and  danger,  until  at  last  he  was  able 
to  put  in  tlie.iield  tliree  battalions  of  disciplined 
soldieis,  who  gave  the  laial  and  fatal  blow  to  British 
prestige  and  power  in  ilie  South.  He  made  no 
parade  over  his  vicL-ory,  but-  was  as  modest  m 
triumph  as  he  was  constant  aud  faithful  in  disaster. 
One  .of  the  earliest  military  orders  preserved  in 
North  Carolina  is  this; 

"Ix  CO-MMiTTEEOi-  Safhty,  November  cRth,  1775. 
*' Halifax. 

'T^rdered  that  Major  JeLhro  Surnncr  raise  what  minute 
meu  and  voluuteers  he  can  and  follow  Colonel  Long 
v.-ith  the  utmost  despatch.       A  copy  by  order. 

''Oi<.o:<ij\  Davis,    Clerk.'' 

And  from  that  day  to  the  end  of  the  struggle, 
more  clian  seven  years,  he  was  in  the  active  service 
of  his  countr\'.  It  is  not  recorded  of  him,  that  he 
ever  hed  from  the  foe  or  left  his  soldiers  in  the  field. 
He  enjoved  tlie  full  confidence  of  Wasliington, 
Lafavette  and  Greene,  and  was  their  correspondent 
while  he  was  in  the  South. 

His  letters  do  not  indicate  that  he  was  either 
educated  or  cultivated,  but  he  possessed  that  native 
genius  and  originality  of  thought  that  gave  him 
confidence  and  power  in  every  emergency.  He 
knew  men  and  things  from  observation  and  expe- 
rience, and  was  ever  ready  to  profit  by  the  knowl- 
edge. 
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He  was  iiot  irritable  like  Greene,  and,  in  liip 
iiuffncu-ded  correspondence,  ne\xr  spoke  evil  of  his 
enemies.  He  was  hopeful,  patient,  serene  and 
faithful  in  the  most  trying  scenes  of  lite,  and  never 
faltered  in  his  dev-vciori  to  the  cause  of  the  Colonics. 

I  liave  no  autlien.tic  record  of  General  Sumner's 
earlv  life.  AVheeler  says  he  was  born  in  \  irguiia, 
but  V\'heeler  is  so  often  inaccurate  that  lie  can- 
not be  relied  upon.  In  the  same  sketcli  he  says, 
"GeTieral  Sumner  behaved  gallantly  at  Camden.'' 
He  v.-as  jiot  there.  lie  was  appointed  Colonel 
of  tiie  third  regiment  of  Regulars  tlie  15th  of  April, 
1776,  and  Brigadier  Gerieral  the  9th  January,  1779. 

After  the  war  Geuicral  vSumner  married  a  wealtliy 
widow,  a  r^Irs.  Heiss,  of  Xev;bern,  by  whom  he  had 
three  cluldren — Thonaas  Edward,  wh-o  died  witliout 
issue:  "jackv,"  wlio  also  left  "no  continuance;'* 
Mar\-,  his  daughter,  married  hlori.  Thomas  Blount, 
a  member  of  Congress,  and  brother  ot  i\Iajor  Read- 
ing Blount,  who  fought  at  i' utaw  Springs.  She 
had  no  children,  and  the  generation  of  General 
Sumner  ended  with  her  death. 

He  was  buried  in  \\'ar!-en  County,  near  the  road 
that  runs  from  kouisburg  to  W'arrenton,  and  near 
the  old  Shocco  Cb.apel.  There  is  a  slab  over  his 
erave  with  this  inscription: 

"to  the  me:.iory 

OF 

GENERAL  JETHRO  SUMNER, 

ONE  OE  THi:  HE. ROES  OF 
1776." 
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Xot  a  cuuiit\-  (ir  tov/n  in  the  State  bears  his  name. 
The  dav  of  his  death,  and  his  birth  are  alike  iin- 
kno'\vii.  No  voice  ha:;  been  raised  in  enlo,e\'  of  his 
heroic  character ;  no  public  reco^-nition  of  iris  services 
has  ever  been  made;  modest  and  unpretentious  in 
life.  neo-iceted  in  Ids  death.,  this  Q-reat  Carolinian 
sleeps  in  the  solitude  oi  thie  forest,  where  the  waste 
of  time  v.ill  soon  obliterate  tlic  trace  an.d  niemory 
of  his  grave. 

■•  1.(1  !   here  he  lies,  \v!ia  every  rlrtiiger  braved  ; 
Unwept,  unhouored,  in  the  iawl  he  saved." 

Vvdll  not  sor.ie  vonnci;  Xorth  Carolinian  un.der- 
take  the  honorable  task  of  having  these  sacred 
remains  removed  to  the  eai.vital  of  the  State,  an.d 
marked  bv  a  monmment,  worthv  of  the  memory  and 
heroic  deeds  of  this  noble  soldier  ? 

i\Iv  task  is  dor.e.  ^ly  diitv  to  mv  State  is  per- 
formed, hi  reading  the  histories  of  tlie  invasion 
of  the  Colonies,  in  ijSo-'Si,  my  heart  burned  with 
indignati'.jn  at  the  manv  misrepresentations^  of  the 
people  of  Xorth  Carolina,  wlrich  had  so  lon.g  gone 
tmchallenged.  I  was  surprised  at  tlie  vv-ay  tlie 
State  hod  been  robbed  of  her  horiors,  and  unjustly 
repr<?ached  l\\'  unworthv  men,  arid  astonished  that 
our  own  authors  had  repeated  these  reproaches, 
rather  than  take  the  trouble  to  investigate  the 
truth  of  histor}'  and  repel  them.  I  therefore  deter- 
mined to  do  what  I  could  to  correct  these  nnsrepre- 
sentatious,  and  resent  the  reproaches  so  unjustly 
cast  on  my  native  State,  which  I  so  fondly  love. 
This  br-ok  is  the  result  of  that  determination. 
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It  was  prepare v-i  anionj^;  tnc  biisv  cares  of  a  law- 
yer's office.  ^\"Ltll  a  full  practice  on  my  hands;  but 
if  it  siiall  serve  to  awaken  the  slnniberiiig  pr-icle  of 
our  people,  ^vho  liave  been  more  modest  tlian  wise. 
or  provoke  them  to  investig'ate  the  truth  of  Norih 
Caroliija  liistory,  or  increase  their  love  and  devotion 
to  the  "'good  old  X'_)rth  State,"  the  object  of  1113- 
book  shall  have  been  accomplished. 


THE    EXD. 


V'/-^ 


AlTENblX    A. 


NORTH  CATIOLIXA  TROOPS  IN  THE 

CONTINENTAL  LINE. 


A    RPGI-TER  OF  UFFICtRS,  WITH  DATES  OF  COMISHS- 

siONS,  MADE  t:p  under  direction  of  the 

SECRETARY   OF  STATE^  I- ROM  RECORDS 
■        IN   HIS   OFFICE,  OCTOBER.    1SS4. 


FIRST  REGRMENT. 

I.IKVTENANT  COLONELS. 

Nash.  Frands i  Sept..  1775       I-'avis,  William 5  'F^^-.  '777 

Clork,  Thouias lo  April,  1776 

MAJORS. 

CM.-,.    -ho--s  I  Sept.,   1-75       Wiiliaui.,  William  B.13  June,  1776 

Davi;:w!ni^iI:A.:;Ai^il,   1776      Walker.  John-— -20  Apnl,  177, 

STAl^F. 
ADJl-TANTS.  1  COMMISSARY. 

Williams,  William-. T  Sept.,  I775   '   Kenaon,  William. .23  Sep.,  .776 
DeKeyser.  Lehansyus,  ^  chaplain. 

i&  Sept.,  1775      Tate,  James 13  Oct.,  1775 

SURGEON'S.  JUDGE  ADVOCATE.. 

Guiou,  Isaac 1  Sept.  I775       Bovd,  Adam —Oct.,  i777 

Helmburgh,  Frcd-15  March,  17-6   , 

PAYMASTERS.  | 

Eradlev,  Richard--5  INIarch,  1777   1 
Lord,  Willir-m n  Dec,  1776   1 

^i-Ion.  V.'.  L.  .Saunders. 
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CAVTAIN?. 


I  Sept., 
1  Sept., 
"    Pt-. 


Davis.  William.- 
Picket,  William  - 
Dickson.   Henry-'--    r  S^ 

Allen,    Thomas i  ;-~T-pt., 

Ricc,  Hezekiah r  Sept., 

Rowan,  Robert i  vSej^t. , 

Davidsou.   George- -I  Sept., 

Ulcere,  Alfred i  Sept., 

Walker,  john r  SK-['t., 

Green,   William i  Sept., 

Grainger.  Caleb i  Sejit., 

Ffogg.  Thomas  ^  .    i  IMarch*, 


l^illington,  John i  Sept., 

Berryiiili.  William-- r  Sepi., 

Rice,  Hezekiah i  Sept., 

Bowman,  Joshua  —  r  Sept., 

McNeill.  Kector i  Sept., 

Hrandon,   WUliain.-i  Sept.. 
Thompson,  Lawrence, 

r  Sept., 

T.itu::;,  Absalom i  Sept. , 

Kill,   Willian; 

Hogg,  Thomas 

Dixon,  Tilghinan.-. 

Reed,  James  -  

Callender,  Thomas 
CTambelle;  FvliUUud-20  Jan. 
Walters,  William — 5  I'eb., 
Summers,  Joan    5  I"eb., 


.  i  c-epL., 
-I  Sept.. 
.20  Oct.. 

-7j"iy, 

.1  Jan., 


McAlister,   Neil     ---iSept., 

Chiids,   James i  Sept., 

Graham,  George i  Sept., 

Moore,  ^Maurice,  Jr.,i  vSept., 

Neill,   Henry t  Sept., 

Rolstou,   Robert i  Sept., 

Taylor,  John i  Sept., 

Turner,  Berryman-.i  Sept., 

Pope,    Henry i  Sept. , 

Tatura,  HovvelL i  Sept., 


Tliomuson,  Lav.ren:'e, 

15  Aug..  1775 

Bo'.snian,  Joshua -- iS  Sept.,  1776 

I'ixon,  Tilghmau-- .  .5  I'eb.,  1777 

Rnlstou,  Robert. --S  March,  17-7 


!  Tatum,  Howell 

'  Brown,  Johnt    

;  Reed,  James 

:  Armstrong,  Wm.. 
:  vSummers,   John  -    . 

i  King-,  James . 

j  Callender,  Thomas 

;\.\NTS. 

Klythe,  Samuel 

F>aker,  Peter 

Hall,  Thomas 

V'arner,  Robert  - .  . 
Watters.   SamueL? 

King,  J.^mes 

:    Rogers,   Patrick 


.3  April,  I 
26  -ATjrii,  I 
-Sj\dy,  I 

2Q  A  Ug. ,    1 

:o  July.  I 
-i  Avnl,  1 


.-=,  Feb. 
.-  -  S  Feb. 
-.=.  Feb. 
S  March 
q  31 arch 
1^  April 
5  Apr 


--   S  April 
.  -26  April 


Rice.  John   

Marshall,  Dixo 

Scull,  John 26  April 

Hair,  John  L 16  Aug. 

Council,    Robert ?(>  Aug. 

?^Mlligan,  James  .  -  - .  ?q  Aug. 

Armstrong,  William 

Crayen,  James 


77^^ 
7  So 
7  So 


Picket,  Thomas  . 20  Oct.,  r 

Brown ,  John 20  Oct. ,  i ;; 

Cheese,  John 11  June,  i; 

Craven,  James 11  June,  i; 

Callender,  Thomas.  11  June,  i; 
Marshall,    Dixon  .28  March,  i; 

Crawford,   DaN-i.d lojune,  i' 

Krwin.  John--. — ,  i; 

Council,  Robert  _ ,  i; 

r\Iiliigan,  James — ,  — 
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SECOND  REGIMHNT. 

COLONELS. 

Howe,  Robert i  Sept.,  1775    !    Martin,  .Alexander  .  ut  April,  1776 

Brigadier  General  10  April,  1776   '    Pattou.Johu 22  Nov.,  1777 

LIEL'TEX.VXT  COCOXIil.^. 

Martin,  Alexander. . I  Sept.,  1775    j    Harney,  Selby-- 22  Nov. ,  1777 

Patton,  John 10  April,  1^76    i    Murfree,    Hardy i  April,  :77b 

^'.\rterw:irr.s  C"I'aiL-!   •   H.il   '   l;icksoii. 
LVflerwardM  ColuneL 
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Pattoa.  John. 
White,  Johu- 


.-I  Sept  ,  1775       Murfree,  Hardy - 
'io  April!  1776 


.-_!  Feb.,  17-, 


.sTA^r". 


AL'jrTANTS. 

White,  John i  Sept..  k; 

lucrles,  John 

E'.ar.:;,  Th>jina3- 

,si;K.CrEON5. 

Pa-jteur,  William-- -i  Sept.,  1775 
McCkire.  William ---7  June,  177*^ 


..3  31 ay.  r 
.22  Nov..  1; 


PAV:.t.\STEKS. 

Fenner,  Richard —  ,  ^ 

Spicer,  Johu 11  Dec.  i 

Feiir.er,  Robert-     -.ijUiie,  1 

OUA-RTJ-.KMASTKK. 

Slade.  StephtP. i  Jan.,  i 

COMMISSARY. 

Salter,  Robert 25  April,  i 

Salter,  James 19  ^'e'--,  i 


77S 

-76 
776 


CAPTAINS. 


Blcurit.  James 1  >ept. .  177 

A^mstro'•';.^  Jbhn---i  Sept..  177 
Crawford.  Charies^^i  Sept..  17; 
Miirfrec,  Hardy  _  --i  Sept.,  17: 
Toole.  Henr\-  Irwin- 1  Sept.,  i^: 

Keais.  Nathau. 1  Sept..  17: 

Bright,  Simon 1  Sept..  17: 

Pavr.e.  Michael 1  Sept.,  17; 

V\'alker.  Johu i  Sept.,  17; 

Fenner,  William 1  ^lay,  :7: 

Herritaije,   lohn 3  :.lay.  17: 

Vail,  Hdwird.  Jr-.-2i  Aug..  17 


Hall,   Clement 19  April,  177/ 

Martin,  James 20 --^pril,  1777 

Tarrant,  Mar.love  -    -2.;  Oct.,  1777 

Ingles,  Jolm 12  Nov.,  1777 

Criidock.  John 21  Dec  1777 

Allen    Charles 

Gee.  James -   -- 

Williams,   Benj amln - 

Fenner,  Robert 1  Oct.,  1777 

Daves,  John a  Sept..  17.M 

F.van.'^,  Thomas 1  June,  17S1 

Bu.M.  Samuel .  -  - 


I" 


r-.^' 


Grainger,  Jonu--  -    -i  b   ^ 

Smith",  Robert i  Sept.. 

Herritagf,  John   ---i  Sept., 

Hall,  element i  Sept.. 

Vail,  Ed'.vard,  Jr.--   \  Sept., 

Tate,  Joseph i  Sept., 

Fenner,  Y;iHiam---[  Sept., 

William:..  John 1  Sept.. 

Gee.  James 1  Sept., 

Williams,  Benjamm.i  Sept., 
Gardner,  William  -.20  Oct.. 

Fenner,  Robert t  Jar.., 

Vance,  Da\id 20  April, 

Lowe,  Philip 5  -^^"ly- 

Worth.  Joseph 3  May, 

Standing  Thomas- _-3  May, 

Martin.  Tames 3  May, 

Nash,  Clement 3  May, 

Ingles,  John 3  ^^^y, 

Crraham,  Pvichard---8  June, 
Martin,  Samuel SJune, 


I.IHUTHXANTS. 
IT-T    ;    Tarrant,  :\Lanlove- 


/  /,■> 


1775 

J  775 

1775 

1775 

1776 

1776 

1776 

1770 

[776 

I77t> 

1776 

1776 

1776 

1776 


.  .S  June, 
.-S  June, 
._  19  July, 
.- 1  Nov., 
.  21  April, 
^IS  ^iav, 
_-.4  Oct., 
--—  Oct., 


.vUen,  Charles 

Hvans,  Thomas  --. 

Jacob,  John 

Williams,  John   -  - 
Buford,  William  -- 

Luton,  James 

Daves,  John 

Andrews.  Richard-^ • 

Cradock.  John • 

Cotgrave,  .\rthur--- , 

Mcilwaine,  Stringer , 

Parkinson,  James , 

Rolstone.  Isaac — . 

Raiford,  Johu . 

Sawyer,  Le%-y . 

Campen,  James 

Budd,  Samuel ■ 

Slade,  Stephen 11  Jan. 

Fenner,  Richard ---12  May 


1770 
1776 
1776 
1776 


1777 
1777 
1777 
^777 


■;  y , 


1: 


1781 
17S1 


*.\ltenvr.-i.N  Colonel. 
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Exsrcxs. 


Vipou,   Ileury i  Sept.,  1-75  1    Tochsev,  Vvillirni:.  ..3  :ilav.  1 

Fugh,  Whiiraei 1  Sept.,  1775  :    Sawver,  William ^-.15  r.Iav,  i 

01iver,Jobu .--i  Sept.,  [775  EAans.  Tiionir-r.-   ^-.6  Ju:;"-.-,  1 

Lowe.  Piiili;.) 1  Sept.,   177,5  Kilbey,  Wni.  Tyler--6  June,  i 

Gardner,  Wiiliani  _-!  Sc-i)t.,  1775      Jacobs.  Join;   -I 6  June,  i 

Cleveland,  iJenjaniir.,  P.ickerstaiF,  John SJuue,  i 

I  Sept.,   177,5       Roicstoue,   Lsaac S  June,  1 

Cook,  Jauic>--   r  Sept.,  1775       Vance,  Davi'l S  p.ine.  i 

Casv.-ell,  \Villiani---i  Sept.,  1775       Campen,  J:r,iie5 11  Dec.  i 

Clinch,  James, i  Sept.,  177,5  Williams,^  William- 11  Dec  i 

V/botlhouse,  John  _-i  Sept.,  1775   '    rilley,  John 11  Deo.,  i 

-McClaintny.  Jo.-^eph-20  Oct..  T775   '.  Dave's,  John  , 30  Sept..  i 

Standing.  Thoirias- -20  Oct.,  1775       Curtis,  Reuben T ,  i 

Allen,  Charles 20  Oct.,  1775   ;    Luton,  James ,  i 

\yorth,  Joseph 20  Oct.,  1775  '    Slade,  Stephen. ----5  Sept.,  i 

Cradock,  John 5  IMay,  1776       Lacey,  Jolin -_: ?o  3Iav,  i 

Tarrant,  Manlove--.-3  May,  1776       Fenner," Richard 10  Jan.,  i 

Smith,  Samuel 3  May,  1776  i 


THIRD    P.F,Gi:\ir:NT. 
COLOXEL. 

Sumner,  Jethro.  15  April,  1776.     Brigadier  General,  9Jan.,  1779. 

LIEUTHN.\NT-COLON-KI.S. 

Ashton,  William  .15  April,  1776    ,    Dixon,  Henry 12  Ma\ .  177S 

Brewster,  Lott 25  Oct.,  1777 

MAJORS. 

Lockhart,  Samuel .  15  April.  1776    '    Eaton,  Pinketham.22  Nov..  1777 

DiKoa,  Henry '^  July,  1777    i    Emmett,  James 15  Feb.,  177S 

(From  fst  Rc.giment.  ]  ' 

ST.\FF. 

ADJUT.\  N'T.S.  OU.-.RTE  K  M  ASTE  R.S. 

Wa-,hin,gton,  Robert  Wilson,   Whitneld-24  April.  1777 

15  April,  [776  Colnian,  Charles 14  Oct.,  [777 

Hod.oton,   Alverv--- ■ — ,  1777  Claudenni!i,  Johu--i4  Dec,  T7-Q 

Hart,  Anthony ,177^  commissary. 

SL-RGEONs.  Webb,  John 2^,  April.  1776 

Hall.   Robert--- 17  April,   1776  Amis,  William    ^6  Mav.  1776 

Ush<  r,    William 4  Dec,  1770  Amis,  Thomas 22  Dec.,  1776 

Ridley,  William--. 21  April,  1777 

PAVMA.STERS. 

Bradley,  Richard. -.- ,  1777    ' 

Ballard,  Kedar 10  Oct.,  1779 

Blount,  William ci  Dec,  1778    : 
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CM'TAIXS. 

r.riuklev.  V\"ilii:iin- 16  April,  1776    ■  P.■^"larli,  Kttiar —  N'ov.,  1777 

Eaton,  Pinkethain -16  Aj'i  il,  1776   !  Wood,  JNIatLhtw- -   22  Nov.,  1777 

Eminel,  James 16  April,  1776   j  r\[adearis,  Johu 23  Dec,  1777 

GranL-erry,  Tliouaas,                             '  Kdmund,  Nicholas- ,  1777 

16  April,  1776  Br;>dley,  Gee 19  Sept.,  177S 

Gray.  Jolrj-    --.-_.  16  April,  1776  T^Ioiittord,  Joscjih  --.9  J;in.,  1779 

Earrot,  Vvd!Ham.---i6  .Ariril,  1776  Va-!)orou,L;li,  Kdsvard — Jan.,  1779 

GranneiTv,  Geors^e.  io  .-ipri!.  177'^'  Iv'niii,  Wiiliani , 

Cook,  Jatlies  -,----i6  April,  3776   ; 
Joncrs,   Daniel _- ,  1776    , 

l,n".rTKXANTS. 

Ballard,   Kedar 16  April,  i77fc.  Hart,    .\rithoijy.  _.  16  .April,  1777 

I.ytle,  Micajah 3  May,  1776  ,  Varborough,  Edward, 

Wood,  Matthew 24  July,  1776  ;                                           16  April,  1777 

Linton,  William 24  July,  1776  I  O'Neal,  Charles 2oJidy,  1777 

Bradley.  Gee — — ,  1776  |  Claudennin,  John- -2.5  Due.,  1777 

INIadeariji,  John 15  April,  T777  j  Hodgtou,  Alvery ,  1777 

Fawn,  WilliatT! .13  April,  1777  i  Granberry,  John ,  1777 

Montford,  Jo.seph-.  rb  x\pril,  1777  i  Tillery.  John — ,  1^77 

Rushworiii,  Wm 16  April,  1777  I  Lackey, Christopher .1777 


Claudennin,   John- 15  April,  1776       Mcrs^an,  Eenjanain-- ,  1776 

Yarborough, Edward- S  May.  1776   ;    O'Neal,  Charle.- i.s  April,  1777 


FOURTH  REGIMENT. 

COLONEL. 

Polk,  Thoma.^ _ 15  .\pri'.,  1776. 

LIEUTEX.ANT    COLG.N'ELa. 

Thaxton,  James 15  ApriL  1776    i    ArnLstronc;,  John 17  July,  17S2 

NL\JORa, 

Davidson,    William. .  15  April,   1776    |    Nelson,  John 3  Feb.,  177S 

ST.A,FF. 
AT>_IUT.\N  rS.  PAVMASTLK.;. 

Williams,  William 15  April.  1776  ,  Pasteur,  VS'iiliam 12  Dsc.  1776 

Covington,  Wiliiam.2S  March,  1777  ;  Dunciri,  i^oi'-ert —  - — — ,  1777 

Slade,  William r  June,  177S  ;  Pasieur,  Thomas. 19  Oct.,  17S2 

Pasteur.  Thomas 26  June,  1779  ccmmlssary. 


^UR<';Eo.NS. 


Southerland,  Ransome, 


Boyd,  Hugh 17  April,  1776  23  April,  1776 

Usher,  William 24  April,  1777        Mallett,  Daniel 16  Dec,  1776 

QUARTER.M.A.STER.  I                                    CHAPLALN". 

Douglas,  William 10  Feb.,  1777    ;    Atkin,   James 5  .\prd,  1777 
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>lo.-!re.  Roger  -  - 
Ashe,   John  .  .  .    - 

Maciaine,  John  . 
Smith,  Roben  . . 
Coic-i,  William  T 
Harris,  Thomas . 
Philij--.  Ju^epli  - 


Wil 
r 


Jaiju 


Coots,  J  ames 

Whiime!.    Blunt 

Carter,  Benjamin 

Brevard,  Alexander  . 
ifcGiiibony,  Patrick 
WiLimis,  William.. 
WiikiiLson,    Reuben. 

Poilock.  Jacob 

:Alexa;Tler;  Ch^iiies. 
Moslarder,  Abel . .  _ 


.  iij  Api'i',  1776 
.  K>  Ar-til,  1776 

16  April,  1776 
.  i5  Apr;!.  1776 
,  It,  Ar>ril,  1776 
.16  April,  1776 

l6  April,   1776 

LIEVTE 

.20  Nov..  1776 
.20  Nov.,  1766 
.2?  Nov. .  1776 
..9  Dec,  1776 
--Q  Dec,  1775 
..9  Dfc,  1776 
--Q  Dec,  1776 

.20  Jan.,  1777 
.2i   fan.,   1777 


Nel.son,   John 16  April,  1776 

Goodman,  William. i  Oct.,  177^) 

Wilbams.  Jan-.es 3  April,  1777 

L,e\'>i>,  Micajah ^^  July,  .1777 

I'arter,   Benjamin I  Jan.,  1770 

Brevard,  Alexar.der  ..20  Oct.,  17S0 


KouI!ed-e,  Wiiiiam 
1  o'les,  L)avid  .... 

Polk,  Chanes 

Siade,  William  .. 
Redpcth,  John... 
Gillespie,  Robert 

KriOtt,  Williani. -, 

Hickman, William , 

Pasteur,  Thomas 29  Dec, 

Iloliing-svvortli,    Charlts  . , 


n  ..25   i  an.. 

'■//■/ 

3  April. 

1777 

.-.25  Apr;; 

1-77 

1  .May 

1777 

..-20  An-., 

1777 

...—  Aut;., 

1777 

Brevard,  .Alexander.  .27  Nov 

McGibbony,    Patrick_27  Nov.,  1776 

Pasteur,  T:ioma.> 15  ju'}-,  1777 

Murray,    William i  April,  1777 


ENilGNi. 

1776    ,    McCarthy.  Florence i  Mav,  1777 


Nelson,  -Ahixande 
Gillespie,  Robert. 
Curtis,   ioshua 


FIFTH   RKGI.MENT. 

COLONKL. 

Bi:.p.combe,  Kdward 15  April,  1776. 

LIEUT  E  .V  .\  X  T    C  O  L  O  N  E  L  S . 
Irwin,    rienry 15  April,  1776    i    Da\,,sOK,  Levy -.19  Oct., 


Davidson,  Wni.  D 


Oct.,   177- 


MAjOK.S, 

Da-.v.^on.    Levy if  April,  1776    !    Blount,  Reading 

HoS:J,  Thomas .4  Oct.,  1777    i 

S'iWFF. 
AOjrT.VNTS.  I  PAYMASTER. 

Darnall,  Henry. 15  April,  1776         Rogers,  John,  Jr 11  Dec, 

Verrier,  James .1  Oct^,  1776  quarter.master. 

-ArnistroniT,  Thomas,  .\.  D.  C,  ^  x--         4  ^-  t 

=■  „^  .,       ■      ,_o„        Swann,  Nim.rod la  June, 

2o  Marcn,  17S2  '  -^ 

^„„  ,^ovr  ■  CHAPLAINS. 

SURGEON.  j 

.^     ,        c  1  ,A  A„  .-i    T,-A    ■    Foard,    Hezekiah 20  .\pril, 

Coolev,  bamuel  . ID  April,  1770    ;    rj      ,     ,  ,  ,  /T  ► 

^  i    Boyd,  Adam I  Oct., 

CO.MMI3SARY.  \ 

Mallett.    Peter 23  April.   1776 


17  j2 

1776 
1777 


1777 
1777 


Blount.  Fve^'lirg in  Apvil,  1776 

Eriloe.   iohn i'')  Ai-nl,  i--;(> 

Caswcf.  William l6  April.  177b 

Aidei>on,  Simon 16  A(.n!.   i77''i 

S'c^lmau.  B'-'iiianvm  .re  April,  T776 

Simons  re!.er'. i6A.p!i!,  1776 

Willian-.s,   [oi.ii  P.-.-ib  April,  177'' 

Ward.  Wifiiam '16  Avril.  I7"0 

Daniali.   Ilenrv. I  0:t  ,   177^^ 


Colenian.  BenjiiTiin  .  .30  Ap.il.   177 

Groves,  Willir.m 17  Aug.,  177 

.Vrin'^'roni,'.  Thomas.. 25  Oct.,  177 
Cu.idin.  Chii>t.)pher..— Jan.,   177 

I'oricrfield.  Dermis i  Feb 

Stewart,   Cii^r'.e.s  — 

D.'.iley,  l]r-r,iamin 3  Sept. 

Kcol.  [-.>el 1  April 

M cNecs.    [ohn 2  Nov. 


79 

May,  l7.-:u 

ivSi 


Kborna,   Thoma.s 16  April.  1776 

Cooper.  \VilU.^:a 16  April,  177.6 

Armstrong.   Thoraai.l6  April,  1770 

Groves,  V-.'iliiam 16  April,  1775 

Lockey,.  Christopher.  .3  May,  1776 

Little,    Micajah 6  May.  1770 

A!!en,  John i  0-t..   :77'i 

Ba!ley,"Be:-:jat;,in I  Oct..  1776 

Curtis,   I  Out! I  Oct.,  1776 

Eborae,  John I  Oct.,  177C' 

M edges. 'j'-h^ --^  '•''-^•'  ^"^6 

Long,  >^'ehcrr,iah i  Oct..  1776 

Reed,  Jes?e 20  Oct.,  1776 

Sap-f^.  George ,  177'"-' 

McNee<:,   joiin 8  M^rch,  1777 


^NAN  rs. 

Robcr 


1^ 


!in  ... 
Hewcil,  ^^  lUiani. 
K'.vell,  William  . 
Hlount,  Thomas  . 
Steuart,  Charles  . 
Disg^,  Anthony  . 
Snuth,  T?.bez  — 
Gerald, "Charles.. 
Alien,  Walter  ... 

Ivey,   Curtis 

Holland.  Spier  .. 


5  M.ircri, 

20  April. 
23  .^/oril, 
.23  July, 
20  Aug., 
.1  Scrrt., 
i()  Dec, 

..4    OL.t., 

.10  Oct., 
-2=;  (>ct.. 


oir.c 


Allen,  Th 
Verri'ir,  Jame>  .. 
Crutches".  Author 


—  lune, 
.18 'May. 


1777 
1777 
1777 
1777 
1777 


1777 
1777 
1777 
1777 
1777 
1777 
177  = 
17S1 


Holland.  Spier 24  _N5arch,   1776 

Alderson,  Thomas  . 

Modges,  John 

McKiime,  James..  . 
Palrjier.  Joseph ... 

Bush,  J..thn  - 

Vv'ooteJi,  SI'  -ufach 

Diggs,  Anthony 20  Mar 


..3  .Viay.  1770 

..-4  >day,  1776 

,..9  May,  1776 

. ..')  ]-cn'i,  1770 


Allen,  Walter 2S  March,  1777 

Ivey,  Curtis 23  .April,  1777 

Gerald,  Charles 30  April,  1777 

(Crutches.  Henry 20  .Aug..  1777 

Verrier.  James 20  Aug.,  1777 

Smith,  Jabez .. ,  1777 

Crutches,  Anthony.  ..27  Feb.,  17S0 


SIXTH  REGIMENT. 

COLONELS. 

LillmgLOn.  Ale.xander.  15  April,  1776    |    Lamb,  Gideon... 

LIEUTENW.VT  COLONELS. 

Taylor,  William 15  -AprU,  1776   j    Ashe,  John   B 

Lytle,   Archibald 26  Jan.,  1777    1 

.VIAJOKS. 

Lamb,  Gideon, i;  April.  1776       Donoho,   Thomas.. 

Ashe,  John  B 26  Jan.,  1777 

McRee.  (".rirrrth   J. -.II  Sept.,   17S1 


...26  Jan..  1777 
2  Nov.,  177S 


Dougherty,   Georgt 


.-I3  Oct.,  17S1 
..17  July,  1782 


8o 


ADjl'TAN  I^-. 

Craftnn.  Bc^nriet X5  A;irii,   1776 

Co*TielvL    Benjamin 17  Ma\',   1777 

McClure,  Will'.am- _. !  7  Apri;.   1776 
Wiiioii,   Robert SJune.  1776 


l-AVMASrKF.S. 

Mo.-,elt\,   VViiliam IJ  Dec,  1776 

C hee^boro,  J ohn 3  J  ''ily ,  1777 

Iiixon,  Ciuules 19  Ja".,  177-^ 

'j;;AKTli^^!ASTf.  i^s. 

jcihnion,   James 2  Ajaii.  I7"7 

^haw.  I'.-iiuc;!  ....    2  June,  177S 

COMMii>ARV. 

Ila-;.    Thaina? 23  .Vpri*,  1776 


Jamci,  John 

Mitchell,  George. 
Council,  Arthur. . 
McRee,  Gritr.th  [ 
T<iyIor,  Philip  .-. 

Lytie.  Archibald 16  April 

Saunder;,  Jesse 16  April 

A?he.    lobn   Ija]'ti.-?ci.  l6  April 
Glovcr,  Williciia 7  May 


iG 

Aori: 

1-70 

D'nnhc.  Tlu.imas 

.  iO  Sept 

1770 

16 

April 

1770 

Doui;herty,  Gsurge.. 

.23  Oct. 

1770 

10 

April 

1770 

Whit';,  Thomas 

.20  Ian 

1777 

16 

Ap:i! 

1776 

Child.    Frr.nci? 

.20  fan. 

1777 

i5 

April 

177^-' 

Williams.  Daniel.-. 

..  1  April 

1777 

1770    I    I'ike,   Bei.janiin 2S  .Apru,  1777 

1776    :    Little,  Wililar.a 20  Jan.,   177:; 

I77f,        Hadley.  J....-h\ia_. 13  June,  1779 

1776        Jones,  Samuel . — ,  I75l 


ITIUTE.NA.NTS. 


Little,  Williiin 

Armstrong,  Andrew. 
Goodin,  Christopher. 
Moore,  Dempsey  — 
Thompson,  Samuel- 
Glover,  William 

Pike,  Benjamin 

'ilenderson.  Fle.is.mt 
Williams,  Daniel  — 

Child,  Francis 

Love,  .Amos  . .  —  . . 

White,  Thomas 

Armstrong,    Thomas 

KennoR.   John _ 

Donoho,  Thomas  — 
Dougherty,  George. 

McCann.  John 

Hart,  John .- 

Owens,  John 


.16  -April.  1 7V':' 
-I6  .April.  1775 
.16  April.  1775 
-l6  April,  1776 
-l&  April,  1776 
-l6  April,  1776 
.16  .April.  1776 
-10  .April,  7776 
.  16  .\pril,  1776 
-16  .Apnl,  1776 
.16  .April,  1776 
.16  Apnl,  1776 
.16  .\pril.  1776 
.  ID  .\pri!.  1776 
.16  -Apri 
.16  Apr! 
.16  .April.  177'^ 
. .  7  .May,  I77t'j 
...7  May,  1776 


1776 
1776 


Martin,  Samuel 

Jones,   Maurice 

Lytle,  Wiiliam     .. .  . 

Grant,    Reuben 

r'asteur.  John 

Parker,  Kedar 

Green,    William 

lones,    Samuel 

i-Iadiey,   Joshua 

Hilton,  VVilliam 

P  irier^ifld,    Dennis - 

■  \\  alker,  Solomon 

ria.ndcock,  William  . 
Dickinson,    Richard 

Shaw,  llaniei 

White,   .Matthew..  . 

F-'ison,   Cl'arles 

Saunders,   William. 


Lytle,  William. 
Grant,  Thomas 
Porterfield,    Dennis 
Hadley,    Joshua... 
Walker.  Solomon 


. ..  [6  .April,  1776 
16  -April,  1770 

16  April,  1776 

16  April 

16  .April 


177b 
1776 
1776 
1776 


Grant,  Reuben 16  April 

Singletary,  Richard. .16  April 

Outlaw,  Edward 16  April,  177c 

Parker,  Kedar 7  >fav,  1776 

Tones,  Samuel ---^  Jane,  1776 


Green.  William 6  June.  1776 

Dickinson,  Richard... 2  .\pril,  1777 

Di.Kon,  Charles 2  .\pnl.  1777 

Williams.   Theophi!u=.2  .April,  1777 

Mixon,    Charles 2  April,  1777 

Si.anders,    William.  .  .2  .April,  £777 

Shaw,    Daniel 2  .April,  1777 

Liscmibe,   John 23  April,  1777 

Cheesboro,  John 25  April,  1779 


4«i 


SEVENTH   REiUMENT.- 

COLO.NFI.S. 

Ho<^un,   fame- 26  Nov.,  1776    |    Ni-h.-.r.e,    Krbert .9  Feb.,  1777 

B'rigadier  I'.eneral  ^- .    I 

-LIF.U  ir.N  \M     COL'iNEL. 

Mchane,  Rabcrt - 27  Nuv.,  1776. 

M.VjOXS. 

Ereuster.    Lnti, 27N'>v..i776    \    I'emiL-r,   Wi'liam 2.1  Oct..  1777 

(To3d*Rc-giment.)  i        ( ^  tmih  2.I  K--unc„t.i 

STAFF.  ■  • 

.\DJUJ.ANT5.  "    ■         I  OUAKTEr.MA-lER. 

Dawes,  ,\br:.ham  ---.22  Dec,  1776  '   Dawcs  Jo>iah 10  July.  1777 

Beeks,  .Wilbam —  i)cc.,  1777  I  cOMMls.^ARY. 

rAV.MAil-Ffcb.  I     nryan,  [lardy llDcC,  177& 

irb^rvev,    lan-.e.-; II  Dec,  1776  ;  '^urgeon. 

CAPTAl.Nb. 

Brickcil,  Thomas 2S  Nov.,  1776    :    Vaughan,  jnm-s IQ  Dec  ,  1776 

McGhiughan,   [ohti  -.20  Nov.,   1776    ,     DawMjn.   Henry 19  Dec,  I77t» 

P-.ynter,  Tohnl 20  Nov.,  1776    ,     B:iker.   John 6  July,  1777 

Walker,'  Joseph 2S  >'ov.,  1776    '     iJaylcy,  Joshua i2  Oct.,  1777 

Bell    Green      2S  Nov.,  1776        E.y.  Eii.- ..12  Oct.,   1777 

Co-ten,   lo.-,iah  .. 2S  Nov.,  1776  Feirenee.  Wiili.im  ....i  July,  1781 

Macon,  'lorii ---H   Dec.  1770        WAbon,    Wilbani 1  Aug.,  1781 

Ely,  Lemuel 17  E)c-c.,  177'-' 

l.IKUTE.NA.MS. 

H^Vb    lam^^                   2i  Nov.,   1776  Sno'.vden,  William -. -2S  Nov.,  1776 

Baker  "Joh.; 2.  Nov.,  1770        Ely.  Eli n  Dec.  1770 

Lynch     b.   m 20  N'.v.,  17:6        \bviick,  J.-hn 11   Dec,  1770 

Puweri,'ia-ues 2S  Nov.,  177O        .\lo<,.rc  ,  J  ohn 17  Dec,  177^^ 

\\"ne<':bec,  Kichar.!...2y  Nov..   1776         !  >ayiey,  Joshua tg  Dec,   1770 

Winbnrne.   b-bii zS  SnY  .  1776  il.rri.-on,    W  ilha.ni . . -I9  Dec,  1776 

EasMH,  Seth'       .; 20  Nov..    1770         Rauis.^y,  Allen fq  I-'ec  .  177O 

Wat-o'i.,    Th.imv. 2S  Nov.,   1776         Banov.-,  Jac.h 22Dcc,   1776 

Fcrrebe'c.   William.. -iS  N.a..   177'-^        Uailey,   Benjamin 22  Dec.  1770 

Barrow,  Samuel    ..    .2SN<.v.,   1770        Walt'Mi.    William 17  April,   1777 

\'aui;han,   lan-.co 2?  N..v.,   177O        J-ms.  Tlinmas 15  Aug,   1777 

Macun,Jo"hn 23  Nov.,   1770  luilon,  Benjamin     ..    12  Oct,  1777 

Brvai.t'.   b'l-.n,   Jr 25  N-v.,    I77tj         La-.>itei,   Jeihro 12  ilct  ,  1777 

ColeinanVl"lK-<'bh!iu..  25  Nuv..   177()        O.e.    Howcil —  .Nb.v..   1777 

Noblei),    William 2.3  N^v,    177U 

Mercer,  b'hn 25  Nnv..  1776  |    B  dley,  Benjimin 23  Nov,  1776 

Dillon  'Beniamin 2S  N-.v.,   177&  :  llaruson.    Wbaiam-.-ll  Dec.   1776 

Cau?taupnen,    bini<:s-23  N.,v..  1776  ,    Sledge.  Arthur 19  Dec,   1776 

La-sitcr     Jcrhr  • 23  Nov  ,   1776  ;  Whitakcr,  Hu(l-on...22  Dec,  1776 

Mvrick,"  John.. 28  Nov.,  1776  j    Get-.  Howell    15  April,  1777 

BlartMt'    "K.■^.vil:ld.. -2^  .Nov,   1776  i    Whue.    \Mlli-,m 17  .April.  1777 

I,v:'.:h.'"b.-.n 2  ^   N'>v  .   !7-;^:'  I '■...■-.  T;  .^a.a^..    .  .    17  Apib,   17  77 

Webb,'  Eii.iia.- 2S  Nov..  1770  Bryan.  Bj;.j  unui      .    27Apru,   1777 

31 


(4^2 


EIGHTH    KEmMtXT 


Arrastron;;;.  lames 


...26  Nov.,  r 


Lieu  TKN  AN  r    Crjl.ONKL.-^ 

Ingrain,  Janies 27N<;i..,   1770    j    Dawsun,   Levy 10  (_)■::. 

Lockhar..    Samuel —  Sepr.,   1777    j    Harney,  ^rlby .-.22  Nov 

(From  3d  RcLrinienC.)  [ 

MAJOR. 

Karney,  Selby 27  Nov.,  1776. 

STAFF. 
AliJCTANTS,  '  OUARTER.MASTLR 

Bush,  ^V'^ia^^- l2May,  17S1        Graves.    Francis I    " 

Bash,  John 7  Ai:g.,  ]73i  commissary. 

^^^^'-'•-^-  Green,  Jo..ph ri 

Looniis,  Jonathan 26  Nov.,  17;''        Llount,  jc^.se ii 

'^AV.MASTKR. 

Taylor,  John 24  July,  1777 

CAPTAINS. 


•ept. 


r'ec 
Dec. 


Walsh.  John.... 


.25  Nov. 


Raiford,  Rohert 23  Nov. 

Hargelt.   •■  rederick  -.23  Nov. 

Pope,  Henry 23  Nov. 

Gurley.  \Vilian>.. 2S  Nov. 

May,  [ame-".,  !r 2S  Nov. 

Ni-xon,  Thomas 23  Nov, 


1775  :  W'aid,   Edward 2S  Nov.  '776 

I7~6  '"  Tartanson,  Francis 16  ian..  1777 

-776  Quinn,  .Michael i  Au:;. ,  1777 

1776  ;  Denni.-,  William 20  Sept.,  1777 

1776  f  Chapman,  Samuel 5  April,  1779 

1776  ;  Pearl,  James  _. 17  July,  1732 


LIF.r  fEXANlS. 


VTlliams,  Na'.banicl   B. 


Quinn,  Michael . 

Dennis,  Wiliiam 

Chapman,    .Samuel.. 

Foreman,   Caleb 

Gic-er,  Rriberc    .  .    .. 

Jones,  Philiii . .  _ , 

Wood,   Solomon . 

McNaiigh^on,  John- 

'  Rhodes.  Jos'-ph 

Singietary.  Vv'illiam. 
Lewis,  Joseph 


Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
N'.v 
Nov 
N'  v 

Nov 

Nov 
Nov 
Nov 


■76 

7~0 


Godfrey,  William  . . 

Mills,  James :, 

Mills,  Pienjamin 

Cnrraway.    Gideon. 
Ke.-pess,   l<ichard. - 


M  c.-siok,  J  icoh 

Lani;f<:r.i.  Alio-.va> 
Hush,  William  ./. 

Owen,  St'-'phen 

Hollo'.ve!l,  Samuel 
Liraves.  Francis.. 
Pearl,   [ame-. 


n  ^ 

Nov 

23 

Nov 

23 

Nov 

23 

-Nov 

2  3 

Nov 

-S 

Fci; 

24 

A  r  I ! 

.1 

.\aL.' 

15 

■\-'.-; 

i> 

.A.U  • 

776 


29  Ol 


Lrtiiier,  James,  Jr 23  Nov. 

Pearl,  James 23  Nov. 

Mes.>,ick.  Jacob .iS  Nov. 

Carpenicr,   Peter 23  Nov. 

Jones,  Samuel ..23  .Vi-v 


1776    ^     Respess.  John 23  Nov.,  1776 

1776    ■    Custis,  Thomas 2SN0V.,  1776 

1776         Hertic.  Thomas  . 2S  Nov  ,  1776 

1776        Langfortl,  Alloway S  Feb.,  1777 

r770  I'r.sh,  Wiliiam  ......  10  Apr;!    1777 


(  4  <^  3  ) 


ISINTIi     KLC.IMENT. 

COLOXEI.. 

^V;!!iams.  John  P --- -- ^6  Nov.,  1776. 

LIKK  TENANT    CC^LONEL. 

Liir:re!l,  Tohc. - - ---^7  Nov.,  1776. 


Polk,  William... 


.M,\jo:- 


.2-  Nov. 


ADJUTANTS. 

McSheehy.   Miles ic  Feb.,  I'll 

Nuthall,  Nathaniel. -.26  May,  1777 

SURGEON, 
Johr.ston,  Lancelot.  -.2'i  Dec,  1776 


COMMISSARV. 

Dent,  William n  Dec,  177& 

Guion,  Isaac  .. 


.11  Dec,  I7;5 


CAPTAINS. 


McCron".  1  hcmas  —  23  -Nov.,  1776 

Cook,  Richard  D 23  Nov..   I77t' 

Rainsav.  Matthew — 20  Nov.,  1776 

\Vade,'lo?eph  J 2=  Nov.,  1776 

Rocheli,  iohn -23  Nov.,  1770 


Rice,  Hezehiah 2?  Nov.,  1776 

Brevard,  Joel 2=  Nov.,  177© 

Henderson,   Michael-25  Nov.,  1776 

Hall,   lames —May,  177" 

bharp,'  -\nthony 24  Aug.,  1777 


LIEUTENAN  i ! 


Bro\<ni,    Morgan 2S  Nov., 

Bullock.   Dailiel 20  Nov., 

Brevard.  ToBn 23  Nov., 

Daniel,  James 23  Nov., 

John.~on,  Joshua 2S  is^i'V., 

Dickerson.  Nathaniel, 28  Nov., 

Neal,  WiHiam 25  Nov., 

Rocheli.  Lovick 23  Nov., 

ShartJe,   Anthony 23  Nov., 

Wiil'aois.  Ralphl 28  No-., 

vStewarr.  Geor'^e 23  Nov., 

Spratt,  Thomas 23  Nov., 


776 
776 

776 
770 

7*0 

776 
1776 
1776 

1776 
1770 

177& 
1775 


Ref'^e.  (ieoree 2S  Nov.,  1776 

Harris,  We.^  - 2?  Nov.,  1770  ' 

Ross,   Francis ;3  Nov.,  1770 

Yancey,  Charles 23  Nov.,  1776 

Hart,  Samuel 23  Nov.,  177^ 

Stewart.   Joseph 23  Nov.,  1776 

Covington.  James  .--23  Nov.,  1776 

Dobbins.  Hugh .  I777 

Lewis,  William —  March.  1777 

Tatum,    Tames. .-i  Jan.,  1773 

Clark,  Thomas 1  Feb.,  1779 


Ferrall,  Micajah... 

Clark,  Thomas 

Brice.  Peter 

Pearce,  Gecrge 

Smith,  John 

Coleman,  John 

Thomas,  John 

Hicks,  William. . . . 


_23  Nov.,  1776  : 
.23  Nov.,  1776 
.25  Nov.,  1776 
.23  Nov..  1776 
.23  Nov.,  1776 
.23  Nov.,  1776 
.25  Nov.,  I776" 
.23  Nov.,  1776 


Moore,  Robert 2S  Nov.,  17/6 

Johnston,  Joseph 28  Nov.,  1776 

Little,   William 5  Dec,  1776 

Rice,  Jeptha 15  March,  1777 

Nulhall,  Nathaniel... 20  May,  1777 

.McRory,  James 2  May,  1777 

Tatum,' James 12  Aui^.,  1777 

Washington,  Wilham,i5  Aug.,  1777 


4  S  4  ) 


TEN  "I- II    REGIMENT. 

COf,ON£L. 

Shepard,  Abraha:-n 17  April,  1777. 

LIErTENA.XT    COLONELS. 
M.\U)SS. 


SURGEONS. 

Green,  J.imes  W 7  I>cc.,  1779 

r'orgus,  James '.20  Aug.,  1782 

iCRGEON'S    M.A.TF.3. 

Moore, ^William igjaa..  177$ 

Green,  y-itnei-  \V .10  Jui:e,  1778 

Forgub,  jamcs 21  Feb.,  1752 

Bull,  Thoniai_ ._ ,  17S2 

Maclaine,  WilM.am i  Jan  ,  17S3 


QL'.A.RTERM.\STERS. 

Verrier.    James- —  AiDrii,  I7;g 

Campbf.li,   James loScp:.,  1770 

Graves,  I-rancis 6  Xcv.,  177; 

.S:eed,   Jesse 13  ]-->">  '^7^'^ 


Herron,  ArrT.vell 19  April 

Wilsori,  Jams-s 19  A.pri! 

Gregory,  Dempsy 19  April 

Jarvii,  John 19  April 

Moore,   Isaac 19  Apnl 

Vanoy,    .Vndre'.v iq  April 

Stevenson,  Sila~ 19  .-^pri! 


777 

777 

/  /  7 

777 

777 

/  /  / 

Rhodes,  JoierhJ i  :\.v.g..  1777 

Shepaid,    William 20  jar...   177; 


Mills.  lames 

—  iune. 

t77'-> 

Campbell,  James  _ 

...14  Dec. 

K.-.COC,   Peter 

...3  Sept, 

Tones.  Samuel  

..ir  Se;K., 

17-I 

-Moore,  Elijah 

..-I3  O^t., 

1751 

Barber.  \^'illiam 19  .\pril,   \ 

Cook.  George ig  April,  i 

Cannon,  Lewis -I9  April,  i 

Campbell.  James 19  April,  i 

Koen.  Caleb 19  April,  1 

Lowe,  John 19  .Vpril,  i 

McCauley,   MaLthe-.v.ig  Aprii,  i 
Nicholson,  Robert. 
Rountree,  Reuben. 

Jones.   Timothy 

Ferebee.  Joseph  . .  _, 

Ferreli.  William 3  Sep 

Jones,   Samuel 4  Oct.,  i 

Hays,  Robeit 9  Occ,   i 

Moore,  Elijah 12  Oct..  1 

Graves,  F"rancis 26  Oct.,  i 

Cooper,  Solomon ..20  Jan.,  i 

Faircloth,   William 20  Jan.,  i 

Gatling,   Levy.- 12  Feb.,  I 


77 


iq  Aprb.   f 
19  April,  i; 
.IQ  April.  177; 


---5  '-'iy.  f; 


/  / , 


I--; 


777 
"77 
777 


770 
773 


\Vri.jht,  David 15  Feb 

\"arcaze,  Jame.; 17  ^darc! 

S.vj:hail,  Stephen .1  Apri 

1 ' 


La.wrence,  Nathaniel 
S  n  o  \v  d  e  n ,    N  a  t  h  a  n  1  e  1 

'A'abacf,   lames  . 

Fer 


.1  r.  r , 
J  u  Pi  e , 


Luke  L —  . 

Dillain.  John. —  Feb., 

-Cov\an.    David 20  March. 

.Morehead,  James  ..23  .Mar-h, 

Campbell,    jolin 20  April, 

Dudley,  I'homas 20  fune. 

Lord.  Wiliiani i  Aug., 

Lewis.  Joel i  Aug., 

Hargrave,    William. 30  .March, 

F"oard.  John . 

Ashe,  Saml 23  Jan 


:7Q 

779 


17: 


/v 


1779 

17^0 

1730 

^  _,  ..  1731 

Pyeatt,  Peter 30  March,  1781 


us  5)  '^  -/^^ 


LIEUTKN  WIS — CcrUr!:u. 
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APiENDIX     B. 


[Inasmuch  ai  the  fonn.-ition  of  '  TheC.'ii-ford  Battle  flroai^d  Conipaiiy  "  led  co  the 
production  of  thi-  book,  I  deem  it  proper  to  include;  the  charter  and  urganizatiou 
of  that  con-.pany.     It  now  o'-vi-.s  tr.e  batdc-f.-^ld.  about  70  acres.j 


AX  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE   "GITL- 
FORD  BATTLE  GROUND  CO^MPANY." 


The  Ccvicral  Assembly  of  North  Cayoiiva  do  enact : 

Skctiox  I.  That  for  the  beut-voleut  purpose  of  prcservirig^  and 
adorriTng  the  grounds  on  and  over  which  tie  battle  of  ■'Cui'tord 
Court-IIouse  "' -n'as  fought  ou  the  15th  day  of  Ivlarch,  1781,  and  the 
erection  thereon  of  mouuiiients,  tombstones,  or  other  memorials  to 
coHimemorate  the  heroio  deeds  of  the  American  patriots  who  partici- 
pated in  this  hatfiC  for  libertv  and  independence,  it  is  enacted  that 
J.  W.  Scott.  Thomas  B.  Keogh,  Julius  A.  Gray,  Dr.  1).  \K .  C.  Eenbow 
and  David  Schenck  be  and  are  litreby  declared  to  be  a  private  cor- 
poration, until  their  successors  are  elected,  by  the  name  ot  the 
"Gni.voR.n  B.vTTi.E  Gkouxd  C<.)mp.a.xv." 

Sf.c.  2.  That  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  nut  exceed 
tweutv-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  tv.-enty-five 
(25)  dollars  each.  That  when  ten  shares  or  more  of  said  capital  stock 
are  subscribed,  and  ten  per  cent,  thereof  paid  in,  the  stockholders 
mav  m.eet  and  elect  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  nine  directors  of 
said  conipanv,  b_v  a  majority  vote  of  said  stockholders,  who  shall  suc- 
ceed the  persons' herein  b.dbre  named  as  corp'-rators  ;  and  this  board 
of  directors,  so  electe'l,  shall  elect  one  of  their  number  President. 
The  stockholders  may  aUo  elect  a:iy  other  onicer?  of  the  company 
thev  mav  deem  pro7)er  and  neccssarv. 

S'ec.  3.  The  '-Guilford  Battle  Ground  Company"'  shall  have  power 
to  contract,  and  sue  and  '.le  <^ued  by  its  corporate  name  ;  may  have  a 
common  seal,  and  e.^erci'^e  all  the  ordinary  and  general  powers  of  a 
private  corporation  of  this  kiud..  It  shall  have  power  to  acquire,  by 
gift,  grant,  or  pttrch.ise.  the  title  to  all  the  lands  on  or  over  v.diich  the 
said  battle  of  "Guilford  Court-House"  was  fought,  or  any  part 
thereof  or  adjacent  lands  thereto  not  exceeding  one  hundred  acres, 
or  rights  of  way  or  other  easements  of  land,  or  water  necessary  or 
convenient  for  the  proper  enjoyment  of  s.aid  laud.  It  may  erect 
houses  thereon  for  use  or  ornament;  e-ect  monuments,  tombstones 
or  other  memorials  ;  mav  adorn  the  grounds  and  walks  ;  supply  the 
grounds  with  water;  plant  trees,  flowers  and  shrubs  thereon,  and  do 
anv  other  like  things  for  the  improvement  and  beautifying  of  the 
propertv.  It  may  allow  the  United  States,  or  any  State  or  corpora- 
tion or  individual',  to  erect  any  monument,  tombstone  or  other  memo- 
rial, or  anv  ornam.ent  or  useful   improvement  thereon,  to  carry  out 
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the  yiurpo-es  of  this  ao:.  o-i  ^uch  term>  an  mav  be  a^ree.l  apou  by  i-ie 
parties,  it  may  rf=cei\c  <{i;ts  or  aid  from  me  L'Tiiteil  Slate.-,  .my 
State,  corporation  or  iiKluidual,  or  a.^ree  with  theni  to  make  Liuy 
itnprovemeat  thereon.  Any  city,  town  or  other  luunicipal  eorpora- 
tion  or  anv  other  corporation  may  i^ubaoribe  to  the  capital  stock  ot 
the  e^aid  conipanv,  c^r  liiake  donations  to  the  s.une  :  it  may  rnake  all 
neccssar\  bvdaVvs,  rules  and  regnhitious.  not  iucousistetit  \vith  the 
constituclou'and  la-»vs  of  the  State,  for  die  proper  care,  protection  and 
re£(ulation  of  the  property  of  the  company  and  the  monuments,  tomb- 
stones, memorials,  houses  and  other  property  ai;d  ornaments  ainl 
adorTiuients  thereon,  or  for  '.hr  protection  of  the  trees.  Rov/ers,  shrub- 
berv,  walks,  lawn-,  Mrin-.-.,  w-_iis  or  other  like  property  thereon. 
That  the  principal  office  of  the  company  shall  be  iu  Greens'ocro. 
North  Carolina.  ■  »  . 

Sec.  J.  .It  shall  be  a  misdemeanor,  pnnisnalde  by  fine  and  impris- 
onment, if  any  person  or  corporation  sl;all  wilfully  desiroy,  demolish, 
deface  or  misuse  any  monument,  tombstone  or  other  memorial,  or 
anv. fence,  enclosure',  tree,  shrub,  tlower,  spring,  well,  or  any  orna- 
ment or  adornment  placed  upon  the  grounds,  or  any  tree  growing 
thereon,  or  shall  wilfully  deface,  destroy  or  demolish  any  house, 
pavilion  or  like  fixtures 'rhereon,  or  shall  v/ilfully  trespass  on  the 
grounds  afi.er  being  notified  not  to  do  so,  or  shall  wilfully  obstruct 
the  wavs  and  walks  of  the  company  leading  to  or  over  the  grounds. 

Skc.'s.  This  act  shall  be  in  force 'from  and  after  its  ratification. 

Rai.ifie.1  the  7th  dav  of  March,  A.  1).  1SS7. 


0RGANI2^AXIZATI0X. 


The  tirst  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  '^Guilford  Battle^ 
Groun.^.  Company  "^  was  held  in  Green.sboro,  X.  C,  on  the  6th  day  of 
Mav,  A.  D.  5:^87,' in  the  parlor  of  the  Denbow  House. 

At  that  meeting,  it  appearing  that  upwards  of  ten  shares^  of  stock 
had  been  subscribed  and  more  than  ten  per  cent  paid  m,  the  stock- 
holdens  were  called  to  order,  Hon.  L).  Schenck  elected  President,  and 
Thomas  B.  Keogh  requested  to  act  as  Secretary. 

The  President  statcl  the  object  of  the  metting  to  be  to  organize  a 
companv  to  raise  funds  to  purchase,  reclaim  and  beautify  the  ground 
upon  wiiich  tne  battle  of  Guilford  Court-Hou.se  was  iought,  March 
15,  1781,  as  recited  in,  the  charter  of  the  "Guilford  Battle  Ground 
Companv."  ,    .    ■ 

The  charter  was' read  and  accepted,  and  ordered,  recorded  in  the 
report  of  the  proceedings. 

After  discussion  of  various  details,  tlie  election  of  a  Board  of  Direc- 
tors was  proceeded  v.dth,  winch  resulted  as  follows: 

Hon.  I).  Schenck,  Julius  A.  Gray,  Dr.  D.  W.  C.  Benbow,  J.  W. 
Scott  and  Thomas  B.  Keogh. 

The  Board  elected  as  the  officers  of  the  company  : 

Hon.  D.  Schenck,  I'resident.  Greensboro,  N.  C;  Thom-\s  B. 
KHOCn,    Secretary,    Crreensboro.    N.    C;    J.    W.  Scott,    Treasurer, 

Greensboro.  N.  C. 

THOMAS  B.   KEOGH. 
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